


 COVID-19 Update 
Governor Baker has put in place a stay-at-home advisory.  In accordance with the advisory and directives 
from the Archdiocese, the church is closed until further notice.  We encourage you to watch Mass on Boston 
CatholicTV.  Please refer to our website (sttim.net)for other resources during this Lenten Season.  
 

For the health and safety of our staff, work continues to be done from home.  The office is staffed for limited 
hours.  Please feel free to contact us by e-mail or phone.  Messages are checked daily.  Thank you. 

During this Coronavirus pandemic social distancing may be keeping us safe and healthy but it is breaking our 
hearts. Distanced from family and friends, school and work, church and fellow parishioners, ordinary and eve-
ryday life, we are experiencing a new normal. But this temporary normal has disrupted our lives in ways that 
would have been unimaginable for us just weeks ago.  
 
Social distancing has impacted my life in a very upsetting way. On Wednesday, March 10, a state of emergen-
cy was declared by the governor. The next day, the nursing facility where my father is residing under hospice 
care, shut the doors to all visitors. Four days later, on March 14, my father turned 100 years old. The celebra-
tion that was planned for him had to be canceled. I have not been allowed to visit him since March 10. My fa-
ther feels abandoned by his children. He wonders why we have stopped visiting. The facility has tried to ac-
commodate families with FaceTime video calls. Sadly, that does not work well for a 100-year-old with failing 
eyesight and poor hearing.  
 
The heartache that I experience is shared by many other families. In our own Saint Tim’s community many are 
experiencing similar situations. Just this past week two of our families had loved ones die. Sadly, they were 
not able to be with them. Confined to hospitals where visitors were not allowed to keep patients safe from the 
virus, they went home to God alone. Because of the restrictions on gatherings, the families were not able to 
experience the comfort of the support of family and friends at a wake. They were not allowed the spiritual 
comfort of a funeral in church. A simple graveside service was all regulations would allow. Another family 
was distraught because of a loved one who suffered a life threatening medical emergency. The  
patient, rushed to a Boston hospital, was put on life support. The family was not allowed to visit. They had to 
make life and death decisions over the phone with doctors.  
 
Social distancing is necessary but it comes at a great cost to many of us. We need community. We need the 
rituals that have evolved over the millennia. We need the rituals of our faith that help us process grief and say 
our goodbyes to our loved ones. Our heartache is not unlike what the citizens of Italy are experiencing as the 
epicenter of the European Coronavirus pandemic. It is there that the greatest number of deaths has occurred. It 
is there that great heartache is the common experience. As Mattia Ferraresi wrote in a dispatch from Italy: 
 
It was the profound sense of loneliness that really affected me — the lack of funerals and communal rituals to 
commemorate the departed. Many victims of the coronavirus have died without family members being able to 
say goodbye or to be present when coffins are buried. 
 
Pope Francis, in his extraordinary Urbi et Orbi delivered last week to an empty Saint Peter’s square, spoke to 
the pain and fear that is engulfing many of us around the world as we face the life and death experience of the 
Coronavirus. Pope Francis spoke on Mark’s Gospel story of the storm on the Sea of Galilee, the fear and anxi-
ety of the disciples as they endured the power of the wind and waves against their boat in the dark of night. 
The Pope spoke relating the Gospel story to our current experience: 
 
For weeks now it has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our streets and our cities; 
it has taken over our lives, filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops every-
thing as it passes by; we feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. We 
find ourselves afraid and lost. 

 

A M!""#$! %&'( ')& P#"*'& 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A M!""#$! %&'( ')& P#"*'& (,'-*.-)!/) 

 

Friday Abstinence 
 

Our plans for Lent this year have been greatly impacted by the COVID-19 public health crisis.  One of the ef-
fects of the current events is uncertainty regarding what food products are available on any given day.  In light 
of these circumstances, Cardinal Seán is dispensing all Catholics in the Archdiocese from the obligation of ab-
staining from meat during the remaining Fridays of Lent.  The Cardinal encourages those who can partake of 
this traditional Lenten practice of abstention to do so and to offer it up for those who are suffering in any way 
from the pandemic we are experiencing. 

The darkness of these days, the storm created by the Coronavirus can shake our faith. We are like the disciples 
who are afraid as their boat gets tossed about on the sea. Fear and uncertainty can shake our faith. The dark-
ness that veils us as we move into the unknown is unsettling. Like the disciples we see Jesus asleep in the 
stern of the boat. We want to shake him awake and ask him if he has any concern about the terrible situation 
in which we find ourselves. 
 
But the Lord never abandons us. He is there in the storm. He is there in the darkness. He is leading us through 
the uncertainty of the unknown. During this season of Lent most of us have been challenged to make sacrific-
es unlike any other time in our life. It has truly been the way of the cross. And, it seems that it will last much 
longer than forty days. How will we endure it? 
 
We are an Easter people. We trust in the goodness of the Lord. We may be required to distance ourselves from 
one another but God is with us always. God is with us in the uncertainty, with us in the loneliness, with us in 
our sadness and grief, God who is with us and always close to us. Social distancing is physical distancing. We 
must take the time to be present to one another and be present to God. We are a people of prayer. Praying 
alone or in community we are always in communion with God and one another. Social distancing may be 
breaking our hearts while it keeps us safe but God is with us in the midst of it all. As Pope Francis said last 
week in his Urbi et Orbi message to the world: 
 
In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we ex-
perience the loss of so many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and 
is living by our side. 
 
Today, on Palm Sunday, we begin the most holy of days as we enter Holy Week. Today we hear the reading 
of the Passion in the Gospel. We walk the way of the cross with Jesus. Bearing our broken hearts, our loneli-
ness, our struggles and grief we are carrying our crosses alongside Jesus. As a people of faith and hope we 
trust that God is with us. We trust that God will still the wind and the waves of this storm. We trust that God 
will lead us through this moment to light and new life. 
        Fr. Petringa 

 
On Sunday we will celebrate Palm Sunday. Because we are still unable to celebrate public 
Mass, Father Petringa will bless the palms.  Blessed palms will be available for you at the 
doors of the church on Saturday afternoon, April 4th from Noon-3:00 pm and on Sunday 
morning from 8:00 am-Noon. Please feel free to come by and pick up some palms as a re-
minder that we are entering into Holy Week even though we are unable to gather during these 
most holy days. 



A Note from Fr. Petringa…  
I would like to form a new IT Team of volunteers who have expertise in all aspects of infor-
mation technology including hardware, software, systems, security, website development and 
maintenance, and social media. Computer systems are always in need of upgrading. Security of 
parish information is always a priority. I know that there are many new tools available for us to 

use in sharing the faith but I need your help and expertise to choose, implement and use these new means.  
 

We need a group of parishioners with expertise who we can turn to for advice and guidance in these matters. If 
you are one who has any of these skills and can assist me and the staff, I ask that you prayerfully consider 
sharing your time and talent with us. If you or someone that you can encourage feels moved by the spirit to 
help, please contact me at frpetringa@sttim.net. I thank you for your consideration. 

In the midst of all of the unsettling news that we have 
been hearing since the outbreak of the Coronavirus I 
would like to share some good news with all of you. I 
would like to announce two additions to our staff in 
the coming weeks and months ahead. 
 

Shortly after my arrival here I had requested that we 
be considered as a placement for a Permanent Dea-
con. I am delighted to share with all of you that Car-
dinal Sean O’Malley has assigned Deacon William 
(Bill) Proulx to Saint Timothy Parish beginning on 
April 1. Deacon Proulx was ordained six years ago 
and since then has been assigned to Saint John the 
Baptist Parish in Quincy. He and his wife Gail have 
five children and two grandchildren. Their family has 
been active in the life of Saint John’s for many years. 
We look forward to his presence and ministry among 
us beginning in April. 
 

I would also like to share with you that Father John 
Grimes, currently Pastor of Most Precious Blood in 
Dover and Saint Theresa in Sherborn, will be retiring 
on June 1. At that time, he will become a senior 
priest in residence here at Saint Timothy and will 
share his many gifts and talents as he ministers 
among us. I am excited to have  
Fr. Grimes with us as he begins this new phase of his 
life and ministry. 
 

It will be some time before we can gather together 
again as a parish family in the celebration of the Eu-
charist. We will have much to celebrate and look for-
ward to when we are able to return to the table of the 
Lord as we welcome Deacon Proulx and Father 
Grimes to our parish family.  ~Fr. Petringa 

 
 

Question of the 
Week 

 
 

Question for 
Children:   
 
What could you 
do to show re-
spect for Jesus 
this week as the 
church remem-
bers his death 
and resurrec-
tion? 
 
 
Question for 
Adults:  
 
How will you try 
to imitate the 
obedience and 
humility of 
Christ during 
this holy week? 
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Parish Office: 781-769-2522; 9:30am-4pm                  Website:  www.sttim.net  
Religious Education:  781-762-4868                              
Fax: 781-769-9362    Parish E-mail:  
      sttim@sttim.net                                          
 

Pine Street Inn 
 

Thank you to those who support our friends at the Pine Street Inn.  $500 is sent to the Pine Street Inn each 
month. Donations to pay for these meals may be sent to:  Campagna, 86 Countryside Lane, Norwood, MA  
02062.  Please make checks payable to St. Timothy Christian Service Fund.  Thank you! 

A Lenten Journey Through the Woods 
 

We are coming to the end of our Lenten journey, a surreal one in so many ways this 
year.  The pathways of life which seemed so clear a few weeks ago now seem ob-
scured.  We may even wonder if we will ever find our way “back” to normalcy. 
When will we all be able to be reunited in worship, to gather together as a family of 
faith, to pray together, to laugh and sing together?   
 
One day during this time of “staying at home” and “working from home”, my hus-
band and I decided to take a walk in Hale Reservation in Westwood, which abuts 
our home.  We walk there frequently and know many of the paths well.  The day 
was a beautiful day for March – the sun was shining, but there was just a little chill 
in the air that made the walk crisp.  Luckily, my husband knows the paths even bet-
ter than I do.  I usually walk there more in the summer when the trees are in full 
bloom.  On this particular day, it was striking to look at the woods in a different 
way.  Because there was less foliage on the trees, I was able to see much better how 

the different paths of the reservation related to one another, how they connected, and ultimately where they 
led.  When there is more foliage, it is sometimes hard to know where the path is leading and which way to turn 
at given junctures.   
 
Just as I was commenting on this realization to my husband, I looked up and saw a pink ribbon on one of the 
very bare saplings.  I wondered why the ribbon was there, as it was clearly intentionally tied onto the little 
tree, not just a ribbon that may have fallen off a jogger or stroller.  I turned to look back on the path and saw a 
few more of the ribbons.  It was then I realized that someone had come through and marked the path for a par-
ticular reason, perhaps a fundraising walk, or a “trust” walk exercise.   
 
As I looked at the ribbon, and the path that it seemed to be pointing to, I thought, “This is JUST what God 
does for us!” HE is the marker that points our way on the path that we are traveling, on our journey of life. 
Sometimes that path is easier to see, like the path that day in the woods, revealing to me more of the surround-
ing terrain.  But sometimes that path is harder to find whether because it is new territory, or because there is 
more foliage that blocks our vision of the path. Just as someone placed that pink ribbon on the path so that an-
other person could follow the path more assuredly, so God leads us on our journey of life, on our journey 
through Lent, on our journey through Holy Week.  He leads us through the new beginnings (Holy Thursday), 
through strength-testing challenges and moments of defeat and death (Good Friday), to the indescribable joy 
of Easter resurrection.  God marks the path for us.  God shows us the way.  
 
Let us take this week to really experience it as a Holy Week, where the markers along the way, though cele-
brated differently this year, still lead us to the triumphant truth that after darkness and death comes resurrec-
tion and life.   
        Colleen Campion, Pastoral Associate 

Mass Cards 
 

If you need to purchase a Mass Card 
for the deceased, please call the office 
at 781-769-2522 for details and to ar-
range pick up.  Thank you! 



 
Our original message to our Faith Formation families was a cancellation of all faith 
formation classes until April 1st. Today we understand the time necessary for social 
distancing to best protect the health of all will be longer. 
 
For our families and students who have been preparing for the sacraments of First Eu-
charist and Confirmation it is difficult to have these important days postponed. Our 
parish will at a future time have the opportunity to experience wonderful celebrations 
of these sacraments. 
 
To our teachers who have given their time and hearts to our children we understand 
that it has been difficult to end our classes in such a necessary but abrupt manner. It is 
our hope as this situation resolves that we may have an opportunity to bring our classes 
together. 
 

We have heard from so many families about the wonderful ways they are reaching out to connect with and help 
their families and community near and far. This is not surprising as St. Timothy Parish has such a commitment and 
history of service to others. 
 
Many of our family members and parishioners work in health care and safety. We give thanks for their service and 
prayers that they remain safe. 
 

We pray to our Heavenly Father to be our guide and support as we journey together during these difficult times.  
May the families of St. Timothy Parish be disciples as we help bring the strength and comfort of our Catholic faith 
to all. May we listen to our families and hear what is in their hearts and minds so that we can best serve them. To-
gether our faith is shared and grows even stronger and we all need this so very much during these difficult days. 

         Joanne Curry 
         Director of Faith Formation 
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Last Sunday, we celebrated the last of the scrutinies for our catechumen, Heather Burgess. In these scrutinies, we 
the faithful pray with Heather as well as for Heather, as she searches her soul to find all that is light and life in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
RCIA scrutinies in the land of social distancing took on a different look and feel, as is true of so much else around 
us this Lent.  Father, Heather and her sponsor Sarah, were conscious of maintaining a 6-foot separation so as to ob-
serve the social distancing advice of public authorities.  At one point the rite calls for the imposition of hands, when 
Father would normally place his hands in prayer on the head of the elect (Heather).  In this case, Father simply ex-
tended his hand in prayer symbolically over her.  And we, as her parish family, can do so also by raising our hands 
in prayer and our voices to God, hearing in our hearts the words that Father prayed over Heather: 
 
Lord God, source of all life, 
in giving life to the living, you seek out the image of your glory 
and in raising the dead you reveal your unbounded power. 
Rescue this elect from the tyranny of death, 
for she longs for new life through baptism. 
Free her from the slavery of sin and death, 
Place her under the reign of your beloved Son, 
that she may share in the power of his resurrection 
and give witness to your glory before all. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   AMEN. 
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  Medfield  WestWood Veterinary CliniC Veterinary Care

 51 Peter Kristof Way 1451 High Street
 Medfield, MA Westwood, MA
 508.359.1920 781.255.0033
 MedfieldVet.com WestwoodVetCare.com

&

Mason A. Clark & Sons

Electricians
 No Job Too Small

(781) 762-3088
Master Lic. #A11736 Norwood

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Norfolk CouNty 
PlumbiNg & 
HeatiNg Co.

Water Heaters
Heating & Cooling

Kitchens &Bath Remodeling 

Norwood (781) 762-3949
Westwood (781) 326-6836
Walpole (508) 850-6900

Master Plumber # 8941

DaviD Hern, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

REAL ESTATE, 
ESTATE PLANNING, 

ZONING & LAND USE
(781) 762-4600

Holden - Dunn - Lawler
Funeral Home

RICHARD J. DUNN • ROBERT J. LAWLER, JR. • WILLIAM L. LAWLER

  55 High Rock St.,  781-326-0074
  Westwood, MA www.hdlfuneralhome.net

KEADY PEST AND
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONTROL
Licensed and Insured

Shaun Keady & Scott Glennon
  781-551-0008 1032 Washington St.
  508-668-0070 Norwood, MA 02062

 No Name 
Enterprises, Inc.
64 Broadway, Norwood, MA

Auto & Light Truck Repair
MARK RANO / 781.762.3650

noname85@verizon.net

48 Common Street, Walpole
668-1960

Jay Delaney • Jim Delaney

James H. Delaney & Son Funeral Home

MARIA C. LEVIN, P.C.
Certified Public Accountant

     • Individual & Business Tax Returns
     • Consulting & Bookkeeping Services
     • QuickBooks Clean Up & 1099 Prep

50 Overlook Drive
Norwood 781-769-2487 

marialevin@levincpas.com

Alvin Mullin
781-686-6006

Each office is independently owned and operated

Parishioners who buy or sell with me get a $250  
donation made to St Timothy in their name.

 AlvinMullinRealty@gmail.com 
Text “value” to 508-576-5882 to get your automated home value

Contact Richard Betro to place an ad today! 
rbetro@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6288

LOCAL CLEANOUTS
COMPLETE PROPERTY CLEANOUTS

INSIDE AND OUT

781-492-2697
www.localcleanouts.com

FREE ESTIMATES
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 126 Walpole Street, Norwood, MA 02062
 781-762-0174 • www.GilloolyFuneralHome.com

A Service Family Affiliate of
AFFS and Service Corporation International

206 Winter Street, Fall River, MA 02720 ~ 508-676-2454

KRAW-KORNACK FUNERAL HOME
Pre-Need Funeral

Counseling Planning Available

NORWOOD                              781-762-0482
John Paul Kornack

Director

Family Owned
and Operated
Over 75 Years

Did You or Your Spouse Serve Your Country?
Learn how to receive 15 to 30 hrs per

week of personal care from the VA

UHS Unique Homecare
Services

Together We Can.™

1-800-296-9962

www.auniquehomecareservices.com

Balabanis Auto Repair, Inc.
“A Full Service Auto Repair 

and Auto Body Center”
— Towing Service Available —

508-668-8041
Balshop1@gmail.com

1652 Main Street, Walpole

Alexander F. Thomas
& Sons Funeral Home

45 Common St.
Walpole, MA 02081

508-668-0154 
www.thomasfuneralhomes.com
Affiliated with Carroll-Thomas FH - Hyde Park

  Folsom Funeral Service
 and May Funeral Home
 www.folsomfuneral.com

Serving the communities of  
Roslindale, Dedham, 

Westwood, & Norwood

 63 Belgrade Avenue • Roslindale 617.325.0461
 649 High Street • Westwood 781.326.0022
 87 Milton Street • Dedham 781.326.0022

May Funeral Home • 85 Nichols St. • Norwood • 781.762.1509

Olde Colonial Café
Fine Dining • Catering

Private Functions

(781) 769-0323
angelo@oldcolonialcafe.com

171 Nahatan Street, Norwood

THE LOCK CLINIC
433 Walpole Street - Route 1A

Norwood, MA 02062
781-769-6641

Ellen Sennott 
McGillivray

•  Over 30 Years  
Experience

•  Second Generation 
Realtor

•  Top Producer - Gets 
Results!

• Loves Helping People
Call for a Free Home 
Valuation or Buyers 
Consultation Meeting

617-759-6199
EllenMcGillivray@comcast.net

FELLOW PARISHIONER
Your hometown team 

thanks you for your support!
Call or visit our website today to compare!

www.norwoodlight.com
781-948-1120

Sales line open 8am - 8pm

OASIS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
AND TMS CENTER

Offering therapy, medication management,  
and TMS services

OBHI.ORG

1506 Providence Hwy., Suite 25
Norwood

617-401-7700

140 Park Street, Suite 5
Attleboro

508-375-7700
ROOFING • GUTTERS 

CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS
& DOORS

Free Estimates

781-329-2895
www.brownbrosroofing.net

Device Coaching & Troubleshooting
Mac • PC • iPads/iPhones • Desktops

WiFi/System Setup • Repair • Upgrades
Sean Richardson, M. Ed.

Digital Coach for Seniors
617-538-8258 • gadgetguynorwood.com

gadgetguynorwood@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • EXCAVATION • BOBCAT SERVICE
FULL LANDSCAPING AND TREE SERVICE

Anthony Cataldo, Owner
 Office: 781-762-8529 ArCataldo@Verizon.net
 Fax:     781-762-7111 P.O. Box 25, Norwood, MA

Sandra E. Fromm, REALTOR®

Broker/Owner • Licensed in MA & RI

MA 617-610-8880
RI 401-262-1740

sandifromm@gmail.com

Serving Norwood and  
surrounding communities

paragonrealtygrp.com

Advanced Collision Specialists

781-551-9400 
Fax 781-762-2728

451 Walpole St, Norwood
Mass Lic# R5432


