Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Parish
The Member Churches of

Sacred Heart ~ Kent
St. Bernard ~ Sharon
St Bridget ~ Cornwall Bridge
Monsignor Vittorio Guerrera ~ Pastor
Parish Trustees
Mr. Jerry Tobin
Mrs. Stephanie Plunkett
MASS SCHEDULE

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and First Friday
9 AM SACRED HEART ~ KENT
SATURDAY VIGIL 4 PM

SAINT BRIDGET CHURCH
7 River Road ~ Cornwall Bridge
SUNDAY 8 AM

SAINT BERNARD CHURCH
52 New Street ~ Sharon
SUNDAY 10 AM

SACRED HEART CHURCH
17 Bridge Street ~ Kent
HOLY DAY MASS SCHEDULE
CONSULT THE BULLETIN
SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

Before Mass or by appointment.
PARISH OFFICE

Mrs. Sandy Papsin ~ Parish Secretary
Monday, Thursday & Friday 9 - 4:30
860-927-3003
Mailing Address:
PO BOX 186 Kent, CT 06757
WEBSITE: saintkaterict.org
EMAIL: office.stkaterict@gmail.com
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
COORDINATORS

And anyone who
does not take his
cross and follow
me is not
worthy of me.
Whoever finds
his life
will lose it,
and whoever loses
his life for my
sake will find it.

Martha Lane & Kathleen Lindenmayer
BAPTISM & MARRIAGE

Registered parishioners are asked
to make arrangements by calling the
Parish office
ALL THREE PARISH
WORSHIP SITES

Matthew 10:38-39

SUNDAY JUNE 28th 2020
A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

SATURDAY JUNE 27th
Sandi Ripley ~ First Anniversary
SUNDAY JUNE 28th
THE 13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
John Grusauski
Requested by his wife Mary Grusauski
MONDAY JUNE 29th
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul
For the repose of the soul of John J. O’Connell III
and the healing of John J. O’Connell IV
Requested by their wife and mother
TUESDAY JUNE 30th
First Martyrs of the Church of Rome
Rev. Gennaro Testa
WEDNESDAY JULY 1st
Saint Junipero Serra
For the repose of the soul of John J. O’Connell III
and the healing of John J. O’Connell IV
Requested by their wife and mother
FIRST FRIDAY JULY 3rd
For Health Care Workers and
First Responders
SATURDAY JULY 4th
Bernadette Schullery
Requested by her husband Ed Schullery
SUNDAY JULY 5th
THE 14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The Chapman Family
Requested by Pat Kelsey
stkateriparishkent.weshareonline.org
IT’S SIMPLE AND SAFE!
GIVE IT A TRY!
CALL THE OFFICE IF YOU FEEL
YOU NEED ASSISTANCE.

The Sanctuary Lamp signifies the Eucharistic presence of the Lord Jesus in the Tabernacle
and burns for seven days. You may have the
Sanctuary Lamp memorialized for a sick person, a
deceased family member or friend, or as a special
intention. The weekly donation for this is $25.
Sanctuary Lamps can be memorialized in each of
the three churches of St. Kateri Tekakwitha. If you
would like to reserve a week in any of our
churches, please contact Sandy at the parish office.
SACRIFICIAL GIVING FOR THE 12th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Today’s gospel challenges us to resist the individualism of our culture. Everything we are and have is a
pure gift which we are expected to share especially to
the “lowly ones.” What has been freely given needs to be
shared freely. No strings attached.
PRAY THE ROSARY

The Rosary prayed to Mary is a powerful prayer as Mary intercedes for each of
us. Her Son never denies His mother. This
week our intention is for the many students
who have completed their academic studies this year. We pray for their happiness
and success in the future. Spend twenty
minutes praying the rosary with fellow parishioners. If you don’t know how to pray
the rosary, this is a great time to learn.
Your prayers will always be heard.
TODAY’S GOSPEL MESSAGE
When we were baptized, we were baptized into
Christ’s death. Take a moment to ponder these profound
words. We were baptized into death. In every sense of the
word, we are asked to die. This is not just about our final death
but about daily deaths due to inconvenience, discomfort, pain,
loss, or others’ needs. This is an incredible epiphany given the
way we very often approach our lives. We do everything to
avoid death, let alone encounter it! Many avoid pain, discomfort, inconvenience, uneasiness, change, interference, and suffering of any kind. We put a lot of energy into finding the easiest
and least inconvenient way through many things. Even holding
the door open for a stranger or saying hello to someone in the
store can be major undertakings.
We are called to die. One of the biggest wake-up calls
we can have is realizing that life is not about us! There are millions of other people sharing life on this planet with whom I
have a relationship. Does my life celebrate those relationships?
The most distracting question we can ask is, “What do I want to
do?” The more focused, faith-filled question is, “What do I need
to do?” What I need to do may not be what I want to do. However, asking this question more frequently will teach us how to
more purposefully and intentionally live so we can be a life giving vessel for others. When we learn to live more sacrificially, to
put the needs of others before our own, and to not always seek
our own self-interest, we become aware of what baptism into
Christ’s death is really all about. These are the roots of virtue
and the seedbed for justice, tolerance, solidarity, love, and
peace.
Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and sacrifices life calls us to teaches us how to approach our final
death. All deaths ask us to empty ourselves into something or
someone else. Whether we empty ourselves into the heart and
soul of another human being or empty ourselves into God at the
moment of our final death, new life is always received and nurtured. A heart that exclusively seeks its own interest is a heart
that is closed to love. A heart that pours itself out to others and
is content with being emptied is a heart that has been touched
by and open to mercy. It is a heart that overflows with joy.

ENVELOPES: $ 530.00 ON LINE GIVING: $ 590.00

Thank you for your presence, your generosity
and steadfast commitment to our Parish.
May God bless you and your families.

Thank you for patronizing those businesses who
sponsor our weekly bulletin. They make it available
at no charge to our parish through their ads!

THE 13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
From The
Pastor’s Desk
(this letter was originally e-mailed to parishioners on June 21).

Dear Parishioners,
On the Feast of the Sacred Heart (June 19th )
Archbishop Blair announced the resumption of public
Sunday Masses beginning the weekend of July 4th. In his
letter to priests he stated: “Masses can be indoors, currently at 25% capacity or 100 persons, whichever is less,
socially distanced, or outdoors with a maximum of 150
persons, socially distanced. These are the numbers set
by the State of Connecticut.” As I wrote in a previous
column, none of our worship sites is able to accommodate 100 persons indoors while implementing these social distance guidelines. To that end, I propose the following tentative schedule for the next few months. The
4pm Saturday Vigil Mass at St. Bridget will be celebrated
outdoors. Sunday Masses: 8am at St. Bernard will be
celebrated indoors; and the 10am Mass will also be celebrated at St. Bridget outdoors. In case of rain, Mass will
be celebrated indoors adhering to the 25% capacity. For
outdoor Masses I will need volunteers to set up the
sound system each weekend for the Saturday and Sunday Masses. Anyone who is technically inclined is kindly
asked to contact me. If we can get several teams together we can alternate weekends.
Please bear in mind the following local protocol
for attending Masses at our worship sites. Individuals are
to wear a mask or cloth face covering. Practice social
distancing by staying at least 6 feet from others who do
not live in your household. If you or someone in your
household is ill, especially with fever or flu-like symptoms or conjunctivitis, please do not enter the church.
Do not shake hands with others. Use hand sanitizers.
Bottles are located at the entrance of each worship site,
or bring your own. For outdoor Masses you are asked to
bring your own lawn chair. The Archbishop reiterated in
his announcement: “Parishioners …are reminded that
they are still dispensed from the obligation to attend
Sunday Mass, and that the elderly, the sick, and those
who care for anyone who is vulnerable are encouraged
not to attend at this time.”
As we continue with this next phase of reopening, I thank you for your patience in this process and
please know that you and your family are remembered in
my prayers and Masses.
Sincerely,
Msgr. Guerrera

Prayer for Our Troops
Lord, hold our troops in your loving
hands. Protect them as they protect us. Bless
them and their families for the selfless acts
they perform for us in our time of need.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
our Lord and Our Savior. Amen.

MIRACLE APPROVED!
FATHER MCGIVNEY TO BE BEATIFIED!
On Mary 27th, Pope Francis approved the promulgation of a
decree recognizing a miracle attributed to the intercession of the founder
of the Knights of Columbus, Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney, a
Connecticut priest who served his flock during the pandemic of 1890,
before himself becoming ill and dying of pneumonia.
The pope’s action means that Father McGivney can be declared
“Blessed,” the step just prior to sainthood. An additional miracle attributed
to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for his canonization as
a saint. McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in
1882. Nearly a century before the Second Vatican Council, his prescient
vision empowered the laity to serve Church and neighbor in a new way.
Today, the Knights of Columbus is one of the largest Catholic organizations in the world with 2 million members in North and Latin America, the
Caribbean, Asia, and Europe.
The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s
intercession involved an unborn child in the United States who in 2015
was healed in utero of a life-threatening condition after prayers by his
family to Father McGivney.
A date will soon be set for the beatification Mass, which will take
place in Connecticut. It will include the reading of an apostolic letter from
the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title “Blessed” on Father McGivney. Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of Columbus Board of
Directors, Pope Francis said the organization has been faithful “to the
vision of your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, who was inspired by
the principles of Christian charity and fraternity to assist those most in
need.”
“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to
roll up their sleeves and put their faith into action,” Supreme Knight Carl A.
Anderson said. “He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an
important role within the Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape the
extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to serve those
on the margins of society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s.
Father McGivney also remains an important role model for parish priests
around the world and left us a transformative legacy of effective cooperation between the laity and clergy.
Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut, Father McGivney was a central figure in the dramatic growth of the
Church in the United States in the late 19th century. Ordained in Baltimore
in 1877, he ministered to a heavily Irish-American and immigrant community in the then-Diocese of Hartford. At a time of anti-Catholic sentiment,
he worked tirelessly to keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding
practical solutions to their many problems – spiritual and temporal alike.
With a group of the leading Catholic men of New Haven, he founded the
Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. Mary’s Church to provide spiritual
support for Catholic men and financial resources for families that had
suffered the loss of their breadwinner.
The fledgling group soon became a major force in the areas of
evangelization, charity, racial integration, and the defense of religious
freedom. Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry
and died of pneumonia on August 14, 1890— two days after his 38th
birthday – after falling ill amid a pandemic. Recent scientific evidence
indicates that that pandemic – like the current one – may have
been caused by a coronavirus.
Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and
his embodiment of the characteristics of the “Good Samaritan,” his cause
for sainthood was opened in the Archdiocese of Hartford in 1997. St. John
Paul II – who was pope at that time – lauded Father McGivney’s principles, stating in 2003, “In fidelity to the vision of Father McGivney, may you
continue to seek new ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world
and a spiritual force for the renewal of the Church in holiness, unity and
truth.”
In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable Servant of God by
Pope Benedict XVI, who during his visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral cited the
“remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the establishment
of the Knights of Columbus.”
Two recent books also tell the story of Father McGivney and his
legacy: Parish Priest (2006), his biography; and the The Knights of Columbus: An Illustrated History (2020). More information is also available
at www.FatherMcGivney.org

Saint Thomas
the Apostle’s Story
Poor Thomas! He made one
remark and has been branded as
“Doubting Thomas” ever since. But if he
doubted, he also believed. He made
what is certainly the most explicit statement of faith in the New Testament:
“My Lord and My God!” and, in so expressing his faith, gave Christians a
prayer that will be said till the end of
time. He also occasioned a compliment from Jesus to all
later Christians: “Have you come to believe because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
have believed” (John 20:29).
Thomas should be equally well-known for his courage.
Perhaps what he said was impetuous—since he ran, like
the rest, at the showdown—but he can scarcely have been
insincere when he expressed his willingness to die with Jesus. The occasion was when Jesus proposed to go to Bethany after Lazarus had died. Since Bethany was near Jerusalem, this meant walking into the very midst of his enemies
and to almost certain death. Realizing this, Thomas said to
the other apostles, “Let us also go to die with him” (John
11:16b).
Thomas shares the lot of Peter the impetuous, James
and John, the “sons of thunder,” Philip and his foolish request to see the Father—indeed all the apostles in their
weakness and lack of understanding. We must not exaggerate these facts, however, for Christ did not pick worthless men. But their human weakness again points up the
fact that holiness is a gift of God, not a human creation; it
is given to ordinary men and women with weaknesses; it is
God who gradually transforms the weaknesses into the image of Christ, the courageous, trusting, and loving one.
THE LORD IS THY LIFE
Fear every notice that calls you to partake of the world.
You are IN the world, but not OF it. Keep this distinction
clear. Give and take of whatever I bless, but be in bondage
to none of its pleasures. Lasting joy is only in communion
with the Heavenly Father. Unmitigated sorrow awaits all
who look to the transient entertainment of the world for
solace. For all that is in the world, the pleasure of the eyes,
the desires of the flesh and the pride of life are emptiness
and disappointment. The hunger of the soul is satisfied
only by the pure waters from the divine springs. The
LORD is thy life. He only is thy salvation. Psalm 27

READINGS FOR THE COMING WEEK
Monday: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [5b]/2 Tm 4:6
-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8 [9a]/Mt
8:23-27
Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13,
16bc-17 [23b]/Mt 8:28-34
Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]/Mt 9:1-8
Friday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 20:24-29
Saturday: Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf.
9b]/Mt 9:14-17

Many saints have encouraged making a
spiritual Communion when one is unable to receive the Eucharist sacramentally. The following
prayer by St. Alphonsus Liguori is offered for your
use:
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly
present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love you
above all things and I desire to possess you within my soul.
Since I am unable now to receive you sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heat. I embrace you as being already
there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be
separated from you. My beloved Jesus, inflame this heart of
mine, so that it may be always and all on fire for you. AMEN.

STATEMENT FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF HARTFORD
Opening Churches for Public Worship
In the Archdiocese of Hartford

May 27, 2020

As of Monday, June 8, 2020, parishes of the
Archdiocese of Hartford can reopen for the public
celebration of weekday Masses only, provided that no more than a total of
fifty (50) socially distanced persons are present at a given Mass in keeping with the limitation currently set by the civil authorities, and provided
that a parish is in compliance with the directives in this document. . . . As
for Sunday Mass, the dispensation from the Sunday obligation previously granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese by the Archbishop has
now been extended through Sunday, September 6, 2020. This will
remain in effect even when the public celebration of Sunday Mass resumes, hopefully in the very near future. . . .
Baptisms, Wedding Masses and Funeral Masses: Also as
of June 8, Baptisms, Weddings Masses and Funeral Masses can resume,
but only if all the procedures . . . for weekday Mass are applied appropriately to every aspect of these special celebrations.
Sacrament of Penance: As of June 8 the ban on any publicly
scheduled confessions is lifted. However, at the discretion of the pastor . .
. the sacrament of Penance can be resumed, provided that the following
procedures are observed: (procedures for publicly scheduled Confessions
to be announced)

MASS ON TELEVISION
ORTV-10 AM on WCCT-TV (WB20)
WCTX-TV(MyTV9) 10 AM It can also be seen on
Saturday and Sunday at 5 AM on WCCT-TV.
EWTN-12 Midnight, 8 AM, Noon, and 7 PM.
Catholic TV 9:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 7 PM, &11:30 PM

Kenny
Funeral Homes, Inc.
& Monumental Services

Contact Karen Gionet to place an ad today!
kgionet@4LPi.com or 800-888-4574 x3321

Brian Kenny, Owner
Theresa Kenny, Manager
41 Main St., Sharon, CT
860-364-5709
39 Maple Ave., Norfolk, Ct.
860-542-5621

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1914

Lillis Funeral Home
Lillis

Family Owned and Operated since 1928 • Serving All Area Communities

Funeral Home
FOUNDED 1928

58 BRIDGE ST, PO BOX 959 • NEW MILFORD, CT 06776
860-354-4655 • FAX 860-354-0085
All services including traditional cremation memorial.
CHRISTOPHER M. MILANO, Director

(518) 789-9000

860-927-1937

FOSTER PARENTS
NEEDED

www.bullsbridgebodyshop.com

CALL 1-888-KIDHERO
or 1-888-543-4376 TODAY

For Precision Auto Body & Frame Repair

235 KENT RD., KENT, CT
bbbshop@charter.net

Open Houses held monthly

5921 N. Elm Ave,
Millerton, NY

Tub & Shower Enclosure • Thermopanes
Replacement Windows • Mirrors
Screen Enclosure • Screen Made & Repaired
Table Tops • Storm Windows

Your Full Service Fuel Company
Dover Plains

Millerton

(845) 877-9343
(518) 789-4600
1-800-553-2234
The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

First Time Ever Discount!!
During the month of April, 2020 get a

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

KENT GREEN • KENT, CT

860-927-4093
www.davisiga.com

OPEN M-Sat 8am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity

www.ccacem.org

Calvary Cemetery

Mt Olivet Cemetery

St Francis Cemetery

203-754-9105

860-274-4641

860-482-4670

Waterbury

Watertown

Torrington

St James Cemetery

St Peter Cemetery

203-754-9105

860-482-4670

Naugatuck

Torrington

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Courtesy of

George A. Green Inc
203-263-2640
WOODBURY, CT
Proud Vendor

D&S
Auto Repair
14 S. Main St
Kent, CT 06757

860-927-1190

Douglas Sneller - Owner

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com
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