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May 31, 2020 Pentecost Sunday 

P A R I S H  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
 

. The Roman Catholic Parish of St. Margaret of Scotland, founded in 1910, is an urban, archdioc-
esan parish located in the Highlands section of Lowell, Massachusetts. The parish is a multi-
ethnic, socially, culturally, and educationally diverse faith community. 
 

. Deeply committed to Jesus Christ, we endeavor to become a unified community of faith, worship, 
and service. We strive to be a warm, welcoming and caring parish in which the gifts and talents of 
all,  young and old, are recognized and graciously used to nourish others. 

M a s s  S c h e d u l e  
 

~ Main Church ~ 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass - 4:00 pm 
Sunday Masses - 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

~ Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel ~ 
(Lower Church) 

 

Daily Mass: Monday - Saturday, 8:30 am  
 

P r a y e r s  &  d e v o t i o n s  
 

~ Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel ~ 
(Lower Church) 

 

The Rosary: Monday - Saturday, 8:00 am 
Eucharistic Adoration: September - May  

Thursdays, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 

S a c r a m e n t s  
 

Reconciliation 
 

Saturdays, 3:15 to 3:45 pm, or by appointment. 
 

Baptism 
 

Second Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. 
 

Baptism Preparation 
 

Third Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Last Sunday of the month following  
the 11:00 am Mass, or by appointment. 

 

Marriage 
 

Please call at least six months in advance. 
 

R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  
 

Grades 1-8 begins with the 9:00 am Sunday Mass.  
Confirmation students meet Sunday evenings.  

Saint Margaret of Scotland Parish 
 

374 Stevens Street ~ Lowell, MA 01851-3607 
 

Tel (978) 454-5143   Fax (978) 458-8472  www.stmargaretlowell.org 

P a r i s h  O f f i c e  H o u r s  
 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
 

Rev. Raymond P. Benoit 

Administrator 
 

Paul St.Cyr 

Administrative & Operations Manager 
 

Sr. Lori Fleming, SND 

Coordinator of Pastoral Care Ministry 
 

Rev. Wilfred K. Harvey, OMI 

Rev. Raju D. Muringayil, O Praem 

Assisting Clergy 
 

Rev. Mr. Barry V. Lloyd 

Permanent Deacon 
 

Joanna Bazzinotti 

Director of Faith Formation 
 

Matthew Descoteaux 

Director of Music 
 

Lorraine Freitas 

Andrea Grande 

Cantors 
 

Debra McAndrews 

Administrative Coordinator 
 

Karen Miller 

Business Manager 
 

Pamela Quinn 

Coordinator of Altar Server Ministry 

Pentecost Sunday May 31, 2020 

S T .  V I N C E N T  D E  P A U L  S O C I E T Y  
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Conference of St. Margaret of Scotland Parish witnesses to God’s love 
through works of charity and justice, making no distinction in those served. If you are in need of 
help, please call (978) 459-0175. All calls and visits are strictly confidential. 
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+ Steeple Bells + 
 

Our Steeple Bells will ring this week in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Edmund H. Pender. 
 

+ Sanctuary / Altar Lamps + 
 

Our Sanctuary & Altar Lamps will burn this week: 
 

  . Sanctuary Lamp (Church):        In memory of Mary P. Sheedy. 
  . Sanctuary Lamp (Chapel):       In memory of Ann M. Farrington. 
  . Sacred Heart Lamp (Church):      In memory of James J. Neiland. 
  . Blessed Mother Lamp (Church):     In memory of Lucien M. Poirier. 

 

For information about Steeple Bells or Sanctuary/Altar Lamps, please, call the rectory office. 

+ Mass Intentions + 
 

Date Day    Time   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . Intention. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Celebrant  

 

May 30 Saturday Afternoon Marc & Doris Trudel      50th Wedding Anniversary Fr. Ray 
May 31 Sunday    People of St. Margaret of Scotland Parish Special Intention   Fr. Ray 
       Jean R. Creegan       3rd Anniversary   Fr. Ray 
       Mr. & Mrs. Edmund H. Pender    65th Wedding Memorial Fr. Ray 
Jun 01 Monday    Frederick C. Achin, Sr.      93rd Birthday Memorial Fr. Ray 
Jun 02 Tuesday    Virginia FitzGerald      93rd Birthday    Fr. Ray 
Jun 03 Wednesday   Mary O’Neil        Memorial    Fr. Ray 
Jun 04 Thursday   Mary D. LaBay       2nd Anniversary   Fr. Ray 
Jun 05 Friday    Jack Bomil        Memorial    Fr. Ray 
Jun 06 Saturday  Morning  Elizabeth A. Guthrie      1st Anniversary   Fr. Ray 
Jun 06 Saturday Afternoon Charles J. Heslin       7th Anniversary   Fr. Ray 
Jun 07 Sunday    People of St. Margaret of Scotland Parish Special Intention   Fr. Ray 
       Nancy E. Delaney       3rd Anniversary   Fr. Ray 
       Leo Teague        Birthday Memorial  Fr. Ray 

>>>>> IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION <<<<< 
 

    In my celebration of a daily private Mass, I remember those for whom the Mass is intended 
as well as all the people of St. Margaret of Scotland Parish. The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
below by St. Alphonsus Liguori is very popular to this day. I suggest it as one of your daily 
prayers until we are together again for the celebration of Mass as a parish family of faith. 
 

     “My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above 
all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramen-
tally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.” 
 

~ ~ Peace & Blessings, Father Ray 

REFLECT & RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE 
 

Readings for Pentecost Sunday 
 

 First Reading (Acts 2:1-11) The beginning of the Church occurs with the descent of the Holy 
Spirit onto the Apostles. Luke presents this as an experience of unity. How do you see our 
faith community promoting unity of mind and spirit? 

 

 Second Reading (1Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13): Paul speaks to the Christians in Corinth of the gifts 
and benefits of the Holy Spirit for believers. What Spirit-driven gifts do you possess? 

 

 Gospel Reading (Jn 20:19-23): John tells us how the resurrected Jesus gave the gift of the 
Holy Spirit directly to the disciples, empowering them to forgive sins. How often do you par-
ticipate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Jesus’ gift of forgiveness and healing? 
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ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

     Offertory Contributions:  From May 17 - May 23, 2020 
 

     . Weekly Envelopes + E-Giving:   Received: $3,070.00 
        (includes “90 Days Now Online Giving”) 
 

     Other Contributions:  From May 17 - May 23, 2020 
 

     . 2nd Collection Envelopes + E-Giving: Received: $1,525.00 
 

With heartfelt gratitude for the very generous sharing of your treasure!! 
Thank you for accepting the financial responsibility for St. Margaret of Scotland Parish. 

 

THE CONVENIENCE OF ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

   It is possible to make weekly, monthly and spe-
cial contributions to St. Margaret of Scotland 
Parish via Electronic Giving. 
 

   The use of Electronic Giving is convenient and 
it  assures that the parish receives your offering 
in the consistent manner that you intend. 

 

 Direct Deposit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or sav-
ings account directly into the parish bank account. 
 

 Credit & Debit Card Giving is used to advance funds from your credit or debit card into the 
parish bank account. We accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover. 
 

 To enjoy the convenience of on-line giving, you can easily set up your automatic donation 
plan by visiting our parish website at www.stmargaretlowell.org and then CLICK on the St. Mar-
garet Parish Intentional Giving icon. You can always change your donation plan, make a one-
time donation or view your donation history. 
 

 Should you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. And please 
know how very grateful I am for your generous sharing of your treasure and for your willing-
ness to support the financial integrity of St. Margaret of Scotland Parish. 
                                                                                                                                      ~ ~ ~ Father Ray 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? Catholic Life Explained 
 

Question: What is the difference between tithing and stewardship? 
 

Answer: 
 

     Both tithing and stewardship are part of a spiritual way of life that calls us to use all of our 
resources for the service of the Gospel. Everything we are and everything we have comes from 
God. Offering back to God what He has given us is part of how we worship and give thanks to 
God. 
 

     Tithing is the practice of giving back 10 percent of what we earn. It comes from the Old Eng-
lish word for “ten.” The first Scriptural example of tithing came from Abraham who gave a 
tenth of his possessions to the priest Melchizedek. He did so as an act of thanksgiving to God.  
 

     Stewardship as a way of life calls us to use well all that we have and all that we are, placing 
all things in service of others and God. Stewardship helps us see the good we can accomplish 
by making God and our spiritual life the most important values in our life. Whatever we accu-
mulate in this life stays here. We can’t take it with us! Both tithing and stewardship help us re-
member that nothing is mine or even ours … all belongs to God. 
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

Acts 2:1-11          1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13         John 20:19-23 
 

When We Know the Peace Jesus Gives, Then We Come to Know Jesus 
 

     Over the centuries, artists have used their artistic talent to draw a face of Jesus which they 
felt represented what Jesus might have looked like. But we can know what Jesus was like by 
reading the Gospels. We can “see” the compassion that Jesus had for people by the miracles 
that he did and the times he reached out to those who were hurting physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually. We can “see” the love of Jesus by his acts of kindness and generosity. We can 
“see” that Jesus was a religious and deeply spiritual person because he kept the Mosaic law 
and often went off by himself to pray. 
 

     My friends, just think of those people in Jerusalem centuries ago who saw the disciples of 
Jesus come into the streets with such great enthusiasm and exuberance ..proclaiming the 
message of the Good News. These people had known Jesus personally and they were on fire 
with the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the truth about Jesus of Nazareth. The scoffers 
sneered and jeered at the enthusiasm of the disciples saying that they must have been drunk. 
Many others were simply amazed because they had heard these Galileans speaking in their 
own languages. Some people who numbered about 3,000 became converts that day because of 
what they had heard and seen. 
 

     The greatness of Jesus is expressed in part by what he did for the people. He dramatically 
changed people’s lives. The influence of Jesus fell on people like Peter, James, John, Mary 
Magdalene, the Samaritan woman at the well, and many others. We see remarkable changes in 
their lives and that gives us an insight into what Jesus was like. Reading the Gospels is like 
watching how the sun lights up everything as it rises. Jesus transfigures people when they let 
him influence them in their thinking, in their speaking, and in their actions. 
 

     When we “see” people reconciled and at peace because they follow the command to love 
one another ..then we “see” something of what Jesus is really like. When we “see” Christians 
striving to live a chaste life in their relationships ..then we “see” what Jesus is really like. When 
we “see” people showing compassion for their neighbor or “see” those letting others be 
“number one” ..then we know what Jesus is really like. 
 

     Jesus promised the Church that after he ascended into heaven he would not abandon it. He 
would send the Holy Spirit. Pentecost is the fulfillment of that promise, my friends. The Holy 
Spirit is poured out on every member of the Church. In today’s second reading from St. Paul’s 
First Letter to the Corinthians, Paul tells them that there are different gifts but the same Spirit, 
different ministries but the same Lord, different works but the same God who accomplishes all 
of them in everyone. 
 

     My friends, we are a very diverse group of people. And the talents and abilities which we 
have are vast and are given to us for the good of all. We must use what we have been given for 
the benefit of others as well as for ourselves. In this way, the glory of the Lord shines through 
us and others will know what Jesus is like as they behold the good deeds that we do. 
 

     In the Gospel today we hear Jesus greeting his disciples with the words: “Peace be with 
you.” Then Jesus gives them the power to forgive sins. And when we express our sorrow for 
our sins, Jesus gives us his peace as he forgives us. And then Jesus expects that we will let 
that forgiveness flow through us to others who are also in need of forgiveness as well. It is in 
this way that others can come to know that Jesus loves them and will forgive them because it 
will become so clear to them by our very own lives. Such compassion and unconditional love 
can bring true peace and serenity into the life and heart of any skeptic. 
 

                                                                 Shalom!     ..Peace be with you!     ..Father Ray 
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“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY!” 
 

     Can I be a faithful follower of Jesus and not be engaged in an ongoing life of communal and 
personal prayer? If we turn to what the Church teaches us in the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC), it tells us that “prayer and the Christian life are inseparable” (CCC#2745). What 
the Church knows about prayer comes from the wellspring of Sacred Tradition, Sacred Scrip-
ture and the multitude of saintly, faithful witnesses who have shared their experiences down 
through the centuries. 
 

     The roots of prayer go all the way back to creation as portrayed in the Old Testament of the 
Bible. We read about Adam and Eve conversing with God in the Garden of Eden, Noah and 
Abraham responding to God’s call to do some amazing things, Moses speaking to God in the 
burning bush, King David praying for forgiveness after sinning against God and all the Patri-
archs and Prophets who are portrayed as having intimate discussions with God in good and 
difficult times. 
 

     The New Testament also has its own examples of the role of prayer in the lives of the Gos-
pel writers Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as well as all the personalities we encounter there. 
Peter and the Apostles and Paul are portrayed as people of prayer. But most of all we are guid-
ed by the teaching and example of Jesus Our Lord and his mother Mary. 
 

     The stained glass window down front on the left side of St. Margaret Church shows Mary in 
an attitude of prayer as the Angel Gabriel announces that she is to be the mother of the Messi-
ah. Mary prays her Magnificat (Luke I: 46-55) in her visitation to her cousin Elizabeth in the hill 
country of Judah and she is gathered with the Apostles in the upper room in prayer after the 
ascension of Jesus into heaven when they experience the coming of the Holy Spirit in wind 
and fire. 
 

     We encounter Jesus in the Gospels accounts frequently in prayer. He has need to go to a 
quiet place in solitude to encounter his Father to always be focused on doing the his will. The 
times we see Jesus in prayer are many and varied and they give the ultimate witness of the ne-
cessity to stay in touch with Our Father on a daily basis. If Jesus and Mary had need to pray 
frequently then we as his followers also require time to be in touch with the God who made us 
to determine what his will is for us in this life. 
 

     In the CCC there is a section entitled “The Battle of Prayer” and it says “Prayer is both a gift 
of grace and a determined response on our part. It always presupposes effort. The great fig-
ures of prayer of the Old Covenant before Christ, as well as the Mother of God, the saints, and 
he himself, all teach us this: prayer is a battle. Against whom? Against ourselves and against 
the wiles of the tempter who does all he can to turn man away from prayer, away from union 
with God. We pray as we live, because we live as we pray. If we do not want to act habitually 
according to the Spirit of Christ, neither can we pray habitually in his name. The “spiritual bat-
tle” of the Christian’s new life is inseparable from the battle of prayer.” 
 

     In our prayer life, aside from the erroneous notion that we “don’t have the time”, we will bat-
tle against distractions, lack of vigilance, dryness and we will even be confronted by our own 
lack of faith but if we persevere the Lord will teach us what we need to know. 
 

     St. John Damascene describes prayer “as the raising of one’s mind and heart to God or re-
questing of good things from God” When we come before God humbly in prayer we are ac-
knowledging that “we don’t know how to pray as we ought” (Romans 8:26) It is when we are in 
this attitude that we are ready to receive freely the gift of prayer. Knowing all our faults and 
limitations we are described as St. Augustine says “ beggars before God.” 
 

     Our prayer is not for God’s benefit but for ours. Prayer changes our attitude and makes us 
realize that there is someone in control of our life. We will learn more and more day by day 
about what He want us to do. 

Peace in the Lord, Deacon Barry 
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RECOGNIZING GOD IN ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

We Are Never Alone 
 

     Human beings need help. We need community. We need to rely on one another. At 
Pentecost, we reflect on Jesus sending to the Church a helper, the Holy Spirit. God in-
teracting with us in this way means we are never truly alone. Most often we focus on 
the Holy Spirit as the assistance we need. And we do need Him! But since it is that very 
same Spirit that turned us into “Church” from a band of people looking to carry on after 
Jesus’ ascension, at Pentecost we gained more than divine help. We gained each other.  
 

     Today, the Church needs help in a profound way. We need to lean on the Holy Spirit 
to blow through the Church with a profound renewal. But we cannot forget that we have 
been given each other to lean on as well. We are a gift to each other, and together with 
the Spirit’s help, we are the Body of Christ here on earth. We must be strong and stand 
for one another. If we do that, this Pentecost will bear fruit that will be with us for many 
Pentecosts to come.  

ENCOURAGING DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

     You can feel so small standing by the seashore. The vastness of all that is before 
you expands so much farther than your eye can see. What is happening on the other 
side? As tides continue to ebb and flow, what occurs as they come and go remains 
largely a mystery and the effects of their presence unknown in your sight. Yet, things 
are moving and changing as you gaze upon the water, as the thumbprint of their pres-
ence is left behind. The greater the wind and wave, the greater the effect. But even a 
gentle breeze leaves its humble mark upon the seashore on which you stand. The 
smallest pebble still makes a ripple in the great blue expanse of ocean waters. It 
doesn’t need to be big. 
 

     You never know the full impact of your smallest gesture or simplest of words. A yes 
or no, agree or disagree, here or there, this or that can influence time and history in 
ways you may never know. The Holy Spirit is like that: fierce and torrential, and then al-
most still and silent, creating and recreating nonetheless. Coming as a gentle breeze or 
a gusty wind, God’s Holy Spirit continues to move over, around, and into the waters of 
our lives. The Spirit brings fruit and unknown possibilities to what we humbly bring 
with us and that same Spirit eventually brings all to fulfillment in Christ. 
 

     The first disciples didn’t have much. They possessed simple faith and a willingness 
to go into unchartered territory with a love of their friend-God, humble offerings, and a 
knowledge that they were not alone. This allowed them to do amazing things with very 
little. Do you believe that you are being led and that you have a purposeful life? Often 
we do not realize our value because we do not think that the little we have is good 
enough. How wrong we are! A little flour mixed with water and embraced by a prayer of 
blessing transforms simple offerings into the magnificent Eucharistic presence of God. 
 

     If the Holy Spirit can do such amazing things with these humble gifts of the earth, 
even more can happen with you. Don’t underestimate the value of the smile you gave a 
stranger, the door held open for an elderly widow, the listening ear offered to one who 
was lonely, the tolerance given to the wounded soul who is angry, and the loving shoul-
der you offered as a cradle under the head of someone in pain. Modest gifts offered 
with love can be transformed by the Spirit into wondrous blessings you may never 
know. It’s Pentecost. Trust. You are not alone. 
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Fuel Oil • Wood Pellets
Heating Equipment Installation

Family Owned & Operated Since 1927
www.coxfuel.com

COX FUEL COMPANY
316 Plain St. 978-454-7887

Driveways • Sidewalks • Parking Lots
BOB MULDOON PAVING SERVICE

121-23 Concord Street, Lowell, MA
(978) 458-4933 • (978) 423-8261 cell

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Free Estimates - References Available

New - Stamped Pavement
Excavating • Drainage • Retaining Walls
www.bobmuldoonpavingservice.com

 ~ Since 1978 ~

 (978) 459-4954
 312 Plain Street
 Lowell, MA

www.WalkersGymnasticsDance.com

We save the soles of your feet...
J. ARTHUR POITRAS
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 978-453-1900
 525 Chelmsford St • Lowell
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978-815-8999

St. Patrick Cemetery, Lowell, MA
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StPatrickCemetery.com / StMaryCemetery.com
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 Shannon Anderson
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Chelmsford
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120 Plain St., Lowell, MA 01851
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24 Hour Service • Free Estimates • Installations
Tank Removals • Annual Cleanings • Flexible Budget Payments

Contact Michael Falzone to place an ad today! 
mfalzone@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6435



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Margaret of Scotland Parish, Lowell, MA 03-1137
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McDonough Funeral Home
14 Highland Street - Lowell, MA

www.McDonoughFuneralHome.com
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O’Donnell
FUNERAL HOME

“Discover the Difference”
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James F. O’Donnell, Jr. Funeral Director
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CEMETERY
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1208 Gorham St., Lowell, MA

978-459-9799
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(978) 256-2561
www.chelmsforddental.com
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ROARK LAW OFFICE P.C.
ANNMARIE ROARK
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36 Years Experience
229 Billerica Rd., Chelmsford, MA

(978) 256-4167
www.aroarklaw.com

Martin Insurance Agency, Inc.
Patrick J. Martin, Owner/President

For All Your Insurance Needs
Home • Auto • Business

 978-454-7885
 177 Pine Street, Lowell, MA 01851

www.facebook.com/martininsuranceagency
patrickmartin@jamesmartininsurance.com

Installing / Repairing / Replacing:
Lighting • Circuits & Wiring • Service Upgrade • Generators

Residential Smoke Detectors

24-HOUR 
SCHEDULING

Search Light 
Rentals

Fully Licensed & Insured Now Hiring Electricians

FOURSTARLIGHTING.NET • 978-851-4900

MORSE-BAYLISS Funeral Home
Helping Families Honor & Celebrate the Life of Their Loved Ones

Preplanning & Trusts

Funeral Director
Frederick W. Healy

978-458-6841
122 Princeton Blvd., Lowell

morsebayliss@comcast.net
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