
 �

�

 

Pastor: Father Robert Simon�

frbobsimon@gmail.com�

�

Youth Minister:  Katie Phillips�

youthministry@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Religious Education:  Sandra Czyzyk �

religious�ed@northpoconocatholic.com �

570.848.1258  press 2�

�

Music Director: Paul Lukasiewicz�

musicministry@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Safe Environment Manager: Pam Julian�

safeenviron@northpoconocatholic.com�

570�842�4561�

�

Bookkeeping: Donna Haran�

dharan@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Bulletin: Mary Franceschelli�

parishoffice@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Pre�School: Lisa Sgobba�

preshool@northpoconocatholic.com�

570.848.1258  press 1�

�

Sacristans:�

Helen Marx�

James Cawley�

Please…..help us pass the word�

�

St. Catherine’s is live�streaming daily (9am) & Sunday 

Mass (Saturday 4pm), as well as Stations of the Cross and 

Holy Week Services. They can be seen on our parish 

website:�

�

www.northpoconocatholic.com and �

our Facebook page.�

�
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�

�

Please make others aware of this, so they are able to join 

us spiritually until we can physically be together as a 

parish family.�

�

Also, bulletins are available for pick up. (at least for now)�

�

Stay tuned for any new updates from the parish and 

diocese.�

�

If you need to reach Father Simon, please call the parish 

office. �

�

If you have a question for the office, please feel free to 

contact Mary at 570�842�4381. 
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The Church of Saint Catherine of Siena 

PO Box 250—220 Church Street 

Moscow PA 18444 

Phone: 570-842-4561  Fax:  570-842-6648 

www.northpoconocatholic.com 

A Roman Catholic Parish Community Serving the People of North Pocono in the Diocese of Scranton 
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Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find ourselves in a painful moment, our first reaction is “why 

me?” as if we are the only person on earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going through life with a “why me” 

attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire of self�pity and never seizing opportunities or graces. We walk in 

solidarity with every human being in the experience of suffering. Believing that the goal of life is the elimination or 

avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts us and 

limits us.�

� There are living witnesses among us showing how courage and determination can overcome any degree of 

hardship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with 

options: opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us as the prime example of endurance and 

perseverance. He is the One who showed humility through both the triumphs of life (by learning to be humble) and 

the tragedies and injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, this may be perceived as nonsense. But 

to those with the eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price.�

� True humility tempers the temptation we have to become complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s 

successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the 

courage to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering 

to be taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and somewhere in the seemingly opposing experiences life can deal 

us, God is present with His reassuring, compassionate, empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who we are 

and who God is, we must take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless 

thing to do.�

� Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, so they continue to run to secular ideas and 

solutions to pain and hardship. It goes without saying that we need to do all we can to eliminate as much senseless, 

unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, disrespect for 

life, and a whole host of other sins all result in suffering that is within our control. Then, when we face the 

uncontrollable kind of suffering or find ourselves the victim of injustice, what do we do?�
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DOMINICK ESGRO (Madelyn Esgro & Family)           �

�
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SPECIAL INTENTION�FR. BOB SIMON�

(Mary Brandt)�

�
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JIM LINDNER (Linda Lindner & Family)�

�

HOLY THURSDAY�

�

GOOD FRIDAY�

�

HOLY SATURDAY�

�

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

On March 27, a deposit of $2,893.00 was 

made from envelopes received in the mail or 

dropped off at the office. �

Thank you so much for  

your inspiring  generosity. 

The Diocese has added a new online giving 

opportunity at www.dioceseofscranton.org/

supportyourparish to provide you with another 

way to make a gift that will go directly to our 

parish.  
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Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord�

March 25, 2020�

�

Dear Brothers and Sisters,�

�

� Four weeks ago today, Lent began with the celebration of Ash Wednesday and its cherished invitation to rend our 

hearts and return to the Lord. We embraced this holy season of penance, sacrifice and conversion, hoping and praying that 

as Lent annually carries us to Holy Week and Easter, our lives of faith would be renewed and reflect a bit more clearly the 

life and love of Jesus. On Ash Wednesday, none of us could have imagined the depth of sacrifice that the current health 

crisis would demand of us. �

� On March 16, 2020, I suspended the celebration of all public Masses in the eleven counties of the Diocese of 

Scranton. While so many of you expressed how heartbroken you were with this decision, you embraced it willingly in a 

spirit of faith and self�sacrifice in order that the Church could do its part in mitigating the spread of the coronavirus.�

� Today, sadly, we are called to sacrifice even further for the sake of serving one another in our battle against this 

dreaded disease. The cherished Liturgies of Holy Week and Easter � Palm Sunday, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed 

by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, the Great Vigil of Easter and Easter Sunday 

Masses � will all be celebrated privately, without all of you, the blessed faithful who make up the Diocese of Scranton � 

filling our churches as you have always done during these most sacred days. The Chrism Mass will be deferred to a later 

date when the current health crisis has passed.�

While this ongoing pandemic is calling us to be socially distant from one another, it does not mean we need to be 

spiritually distant. I invite you and your family to join me in prayer as we renew our efforts to turn to the Lord. While not 

open to the public, all of our Holy Week liturgies at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton will be broadcast on CTV: 

Catholic Television and live�streamed on the Diocese of Scranton’s website and social media platforms. Many parishes will 

also plan to broadcast their own Masses.�

� As we seek to come to terms with this latest casualty of the coronavirus, I want to share with you a recent 

encouraging directive of the Holy See regarding the Sacrament of Reconciliation, firmly rooted in the traditions of our 

Church. With the increasing difficulty for individuals to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation due to the current health 

crisis, the faithful are reminded that by having perfect contrition, one can receive the forgiveness of sins apart from going to 

confession.  Perfect contrition requires the following three things: a love of God above all else; a sincere desire for the 

forgiveness from sin; and the resolution to go to confession as soon as possible when this health crisis subsides. Please take 

consolation in knowing that while you may not have access to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the power and love of God 

is far greater than we can imagine. For all who sincerely express contrition, your sins are forgiven.�

� My friends, in so many respects, it seems that the disciplines of Lent will last a bit longer this year as we continue 

to sacrifice, to pray and to serve in unimaginable ways. Yet, through God’s grace, I hope that we can begin to see one of the 

blessings of this difficult moment in our lives. In the midst of this crisis, so many of you are responding generously and 

courageously to the Gospel invitation to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, sacrificing our own well�being and serving selflessly 

the lives that God places in our own.�

� As we confront the uncertainty of our future, may we recognize that our greatest hope has always been rooted in 

our embrace of the mystery of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection � the heart of our faith as Christians. Good Friday, 

with its suffering and pain, always yields to power of Easter and its promise of life and peace! So too will this moment in 

our lives.�

May God continue to bless you and your family and keep you safe. �

Saint Joseph, pray for us!�

�

Faithfully yours in Christ,�

  †Joseph C. Bambera�

 Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.�

 Bishop of Scranton�
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The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be livestreamed at 5:00 PM on Holy Thursday evening.   It will be 

available by video on the parish website soon a#er.  �

A video of Night Prayer of the Church will be livestreamed at 8:00 PM on Holy Thursday.  It will be available 

by video a#erwards.  �

Tenebrae (Morning Prayer) will be livestreamed at 9:00 AM on Good Friday.  It will be available by video 

a#erwards.  This is an ancient form of prayer during Holy Week celebrated in both monasteries and 

cathedrals.   Experience this beau1ful prayer of the church, perhaps for the first 1me.�

The Solemn Celebra1on of the Passion of the Lord will be livestreamed at Noon on Good Friday.  It will be 

available in video on the parish website soon a#er.�

A video of our parish Sta1ons of the Cross con1nues to be available on our website.�

Tenebrae (Morning Prayer) will be livestreamed at 9:00 AM on Holy Saturday.  It will be available by video 

a#erwards.�

The Blessing of Easter Baskets will be livestreamed at 2:00 PM on Holy Saturday.  It will be available by video 

a#erwards.�

The Easter Vigil will be livestreamed at 8:00 PM and will be available a#erwards by video.�

Easter Day Mass will be livestreamed at 9:00 AM on Easter morning and will be available a#erwards by video.�

Easter Vespers will be livestreamed at 5:00 PM on Easter evening and will be available a#erwards by video.�

�

Holy Thursday�

Give thanks today for the gi# of the Eucharist.�

Make a spiritual communion.�

Receive today the Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father.�

Pray for an end to the pandemic, for the recovery of the sick, the protec1on of all especially the vulnerable.�

Prayer for those who have died.�

Ring a bell during the Gloria as you watch the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper�

It might be moving to do at home what is not permi9ed in church this year.  If families have been staying at 

home and have had close contact the washing of feet can take place at home.  Think of how it embodies what 

we have been doing caring and worrying about each other and showing sacrificial love.�

Perhaps this evening the family table could be stripped and le# bare un1l the first meal of Easter.�

St. John Paul II recommended the prac1ce of reading and medita1ng on Chapters 13�17 of the Gospel of John 

(The Farewell Discourse of our Lord Jesus Christ).�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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Good Friday�

Keep a day of abstinence (no meat).�

Keep a day of fast.  (No eating between meals, one full meal, two partial 

meals.)�

Keep sacred the hours of noon to three.�

Make the Stations of the Cross.�

Read the Passion.�

Make a cross together as a family.�

Pray before a crucifix today.�

Make a spiritual communion.�

Receive today the Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father.�

Pray for an end to the pandemic, for the recovery of the sick, the protection of all especially the vulnerable.�

Prayer for those who have died.�

�

�

�

Holy Saturday�

Bring to the Lord’s tomb the names of your loved ones who have 

died and all who have died in recent days and weeks.�

Receive today the Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father.�

Pray for an end to the pandemic, for the recovery of the sick, the 

protection of all especially the vulnerable.�

Prayer for those who have died.�

Light a candle as you pray watching the Easter Vigil.�

Ring a bell during the Gloria as you watch the Easter Vigil.�

Be prepared to renew your Baptismal Promises.�

If you have holy water at home, bless yourself with it as you renew your Baptismal Promises.�

�

�

�

�

Easter Day�

Make a spiritual communion.�

Receive today the Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father.�

Pray for an end to the pandemic, for the recovery of the sick, the 

protection of all especially the vulnerable.�

Prayer for those who have died that they may share in the Resurrection of 

Jesus!�

Wear your Easter best!�

Festively decorate your table!�

Feast!�

Sing Alleluia!�

�

�
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DIRECTIVES FROM THE APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY OF THE HOLY 

SEE TO BE USED IN THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON�

Please disseminate the following information regarding Perfect Contrition widely.�

�

PERFECT CONTRITION�

With the increasing difficulty for individuals to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation due to the current 

health crisis, the faithful of the Diocese of Scranton are reminded that by having perfect contrition one can 

receive the forgiveness of sins, apart from going to confession.  �

Perfect contrition requires the following three things: �

�� A love of God above all else�

�� A sincere desire for the forgiveness from sin�

      The resolution to go to confession as soon as possible when this health crisis subsides�

�

PLENARY INDULGENCE�

His Holiness, Pope Francis, has also granted a plenary indulgence under specific conditions.�

The faithful who qualify for a plenary indulgence during the coronavirus pandemic:�

�� Those suffering from the coronavirus illness�

Health care workers, family members, and others caring for those with the coronavirus (exposing themselves to 

the virus)�

�

The faithful must do�at least one�of the following:�

�� Unite yourself spiritually through the media in the celebration of the Holy Mass�

�� Recite the Rosary�

�� Pious practice of the Way of the Cross (or other forms of devotion)�

      Recite the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and a Hail Mary�

�

The faithful must be willing to perform�all�of the following as soon as possible: (considered the three usual 

conditions for a plenary indulgence)�

�� Going to Confession�

�� Receiving Holy Communion�

�� Praying for the intentions of Pope Francis�



THANK YOU TO OUR PALM SUNDAY SPONSORS�

�

Palms are:        � �

Offered in Memory of  the Deceased Members of the 

Conon Family�

� Req. By Their Family�

�

� Offered in Memory of  the Deceased Members of the 

Scalese & Strenecky Families�

� Req. By Their Family�

R������� ��� 	
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Sunday: �� Mt 21:1�11/Is 50:4�7/Ps 22:8�9, 17�18, 19

� � � � �20, 23�24 [2a]/Phil 2:6�11/�

� � � � Mt 26:14�27:66� �

Monday:� Is 42:1�7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13�14 [1a]/�

� � � � Jn 12:1�11� �

Tuesday:� Is 49:1�6/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5ab�6ab, 15 and 

� � � � 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21�33, 36�38�

Wednesday:� Is 50:4�9a/Ps 69:8�10, 21�22, 31 and �

� � � � � 33�34 [14c]/Mt 26:14�25�

Thursday:� Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: �

� � � � Ex 12:1�8, 11�14/Ps 116:12�13, 15�16bc, �

� � � � 17�18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23�26/�

� � � � Jn 13:1�15�

Friday:� � Good Friday: Is 52:13�53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 

� � � � 12�13, 15�16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14�

� � � � 16; 5:7�9/Jn 18:1�19:42�

Saturday:� Vigil: Gn 1:1�2:2/Ps 104:1�2, 5�6, 10, �

� � � � 12, 13�14, 24, 35 [30] /Gn 22:1�18/�

� � � � Ps 16:5, 8, 9�10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15�15:1/�

� � � � Ex 15:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 17�18 [1b]/Is 54:5�14/

� � � � Ps 30:2, 4, 5�6, 11�12, 13 [2a]/�

� � � � Rom 6:3�11/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 22�23/�

� � � � Mt 28:1�10�
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Sunday:�� Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord�

Thursday:� Holy Thursday�

Friday:� � Good Friday�

Saturday:� Holy Saturday�

Sunday:�� Easter�The Resurrection of the Lord�
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LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Offering Breakfast, 
Lunch and Dinner

Open 7 days a week
Call Ahead for takeout

DAILY 

LENTEN

SPECIALS

After Sunday Mass
have breakfast

with us 

10% OFF! 
WITH THIS AD

881 PA-307 Springbrook
Township 570-842-1415

thebarrelrestaurant.com

RYAN WILSON, CPA, CFP®
Executive Vice President / Wealth Management 
Financial Advisor
570.963.9203   WilsonWealthAdvisory.com

Comprehensive Wealth Management

72 GLENMAURA NATIONAL BLVD, MOOSIC, PA 18507    
©JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC    
MEMBER: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

WW
OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC

A DV I S O R Y  G ROU P
WILSON WEALTH

WILSON WEALTH ADVISORY GROUP OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT

“Let’s Make Work Optional”

Sidney R. DeSantis - Supervisor
318 East Drinker St.

Dunmore, PA
570-343-6013

www.NEPAFuneralHome.com

Thomas A. Lynch
realtor®
tlynch@realtynetwork.net
Mobile: 570.840.4117

222 Northern Blvd.
Clarks Summit, PA
P: 570.585.6880
realtynetwork.net

McBesket Flowers
Family Owned & Operated for 25 Years!

Jim Besket: Owner, 
Full-Service Florist

332 N. Main St.
Moscow

(570) 842-8575

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide.
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training 

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Comprehensive 
Dental Services, 

Cosmetic,
Implants, ZoomRobert Rahm, DDS

Why Us?
Because
We Care!

New Patients Welcome!
331 N. Main St. Moscow PA

570-842-0500
moscowdentalcenter.com
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THIS SPACE IS

 “living and working in your community”

 DUFFY & SNOWDONFUNERAL HOME
401 Church Street • Moscow PA 18444 • Kevin J. Duffy, PARISHIONER  570-842-8501

Engineering | Planning | Landscape Architecture

 A+E Group, Inc
 Dean L. Butler, P.E.
 Principal
 570-822-8500
 dbutler@aegroup.org

140 Maffet Street | Wilkes-Barre, PA 18705
fax 570-822-0297

SHOPRITE OF DALEVILLE 
921 Drinker Tpke. Ste 24
Covington Twp, PA 18444

(570) 842-7461   

SHOPRITE OF MT POCONO       
Pocono Village Mall • 3430 Rte 940

Mt. Pocono, PA 18344
(570) 839-3885

ShopRite Supermarkets of
Daleville & Mount Pocono

D & R AUTO SALES 
Titles & Notary Service

Home Appointments Available

(570) 842-1830
DAVE & MARIA
LUCARINE 
149 Market St
Moscow, PA

Offering on or off site catering
Available for all occasions

~ Daily Specials ~
1092 PA-502, Springbrook, PA

570-842-0900

LA CUCINA
RESTAURANT
570-341-8747

600 South Blakely St., Dunmore

lacucinapa.comSusan’s

Susan’s Gold
Crown Hallmark 
921 Drinker Turnpike, Ste 24

Covington Township, PA 18444

(570) 842-7649

E
S
C

ENGINEERING SURVEYING
CONSULTANTS & DESIGN, INC.
PO Box 308
Moscow PA 18444

MARY LOUISE BUTLER PE
DONALD JULIAN PLS

570-650-3341
escdesigninc.com
Civil Engineering/
Land Surveying

Gary A. Pacyna, D.P.M. 
FOOT & ANKLE SPECIALIST 

(570) 842-0400
921 DRINKER TPKE, STE 16,

COVINGTON TWP.

 Our private banquet facility is perfect
 for your next luncheon or special event
 Shoprite Complex Rte. 502
 Covington Township, PA

 570.842.2070
 www.mendicinospizza.com

Mendicino’s Pizza & Family Restaurant

 ACE HARDWARE
 Shoprite Shopping
 Center of Daleville
 921 Drinker Turnpike
 Covington TWP, PA 18444

 (570) 842-7645

Children 6 weeks to 13 years

Children 6 weeks to 13 years

570-842-3247
1262 Church St., Moscow PA

Local, Family
Owned & Operated

Propane • Heating Oil
Diesel • Off Road Diesel

Kerosene • Gas
Call us at

570-842-7624

Guaranteed 
Lowest 
Prices!

Joellen Drosinski, DDS 
1439 Wyoming Ave, Scranton

(570) 343-7997
DrosinskiDental.com

Daniel J. Sullivan | D.D.S., P.C.
Family Dentistry
109 North Main St.
Moscow, PA 18444

570-842-4255
www.drdansullivan.com

 RESPECTING TRADITIONS, 
 EMBRACING THE FUTURE.
 Brian Arthur Strauch FD/Owner  •  John F. McHale, FD/Supervisor
 BRANDI STRAUCH GOLDEN, FD/PARISHIONER
 (570) 842-3098
 3 FIRST STREET • SPRING BROOK, PA 18444

STRAUCH’S POCONO
REGION CREMATORY

570-842-3098
RT. 435 • Gouldsboro, PA

Member Cremation Association of North America 

FUNERAL HOMES 
& CREMATION 
SERVICES, LLC.

326 North Main St • Moscow • 570-842-6223
Mon & Fri 9-5 • Tues & Wed 11-7 • Sat 9-3

Roseanne’s
Beauty Shop

Roseanne Hughes
Owner/Parishioner

NAPA AUTO PARTS 
OF DALEVILLE &
MOUNT POCONO

NAPA Auto Parts Of Daleville
Route 435 & 502

Daleville, PA 18444
(570) 842-2513

NAPA Auto Parts Of  Mount Pocono
Routes 940 & 611

Mt Pocono, PA 18344
(570) 839-2050MonroeHearingAid.com

Moscow 
326 N. Main St.

Stroudsville • Tobyhanna • Brodheadsville

570-424-5580

Hear Better
Live Better

 Northeastern PA’s Oldest 
 Personal Injury Firm
 

 800-290-7707
 powell-law.com
Office Locations: Scranton, Stroudsburg, Taylor & Moscow

ABC OIL CO
Serving All of
North Pocono 

Oil Delivered
7 Days a Week

NEW CUSTOMERS WELCOME

570-340-3898

ABC OIL

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


