
 �

�

Pastor: Father Robert Simon�

frbobsimon@gmail.com�

�

Youth Minister:  Katie Phillips�

youthministry@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Religious Education:  Sandra Czyzyk �

religious�ed@northpoconocatholic.com �

570.848.1258  press 2�

�

Music Director: Paul Lukasiewicz�

musicministry@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Safe Environment Manager: Pam Julian�

Safeenviron.northpoconocatholic@gmail.com�

570�842�4561�

�

Bookkeeping: Katie Phillips�

bookkeeping@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Bulletin: Mary Franceschelli�

parishoffice@northpoconocatholic.com�

�

Pre�School: Lisa Sgobba�

preschool@northpoconocatholic.com�

570.848.1258  press 1�

�

Sacristans:�

Helen Marx�

James Cawley�

Please…..help us pass the word�

�

St. Catherine’s is live�streaming Daily (now at 8am) 

[except Thursdays] & Sunday Mass (Saturday 5pm). 

They can be seen on our parish website:�

�

www.northpoconocatholic.com and �

our Facebook page.�

�

Mass may be viewed later on YouTube  �

Search North Pocono Catholic Media�

�

Reservations for Weekend Masses may be 

made by registering online or by 

contacting Mary �

no later than 7pm the evening before.�

This helps the volunteers to prepare for 

the next day’s liturgies.�

�

Please make others aware of this, so they are able to 

join us spiritually or in  person.�

�

If you need to reach Father Simon, please call the 

parish office. �

�

If you have a question for the office, please feel free to 

contact Mary at 570�842�4381 or text to 570�840�6468�

�

Stay tuned for any new updates from the parish and 

diocese.�
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The Church of Saint Catherine of Siena 

PO Box 250—220 Church Street 

Moscow PA 18444 

Phone: 570-842-4561  Fax:  570-842-6648 

www.northpoconocatholic.com 

A Roman Catholic Parish Community Serving the People of North Pocono in the Diocese of Scranton 
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�

Tragedy and disappointment are inevitable. What sees you through this? There will be challenges, changes, 

unexpected circumstances, interrupted plans, hurts, and injustices experienced by every human being at 

some point in their lives. We will be asked to adjust our plans, change course, and even encounter suffering 

and death. Where do we learn all of the lessons we need to live life well? Some of them we learn along the 

way but much of what we bring to life, positive and negative, comes from our early beginnings, our families. 

This is our early world and provides the blueprint for how we see the bigger, more inclusive world, which 

unfolds before us.�

� Our families of origin can be sources of grace, heartache or a combination of both. Families are intended 

to be pivotal in providing us with proper social structure and understanding, a support system, lessons about 

relationships and communication, and the unconditional acceptance and love we so desperately crave. They 

can also determine whether we have an accessible and healthy relationship with God. Many of life’s 

challenges can literally bring us to our knees and require that we possess a strength of character that resides 

well beyond the superficialities of our world. At some point we will all need three coping gifts that can be 

given to us only by God: faith, hope, and love. Our families help us learn that we are not the ones 

responsible for their creation, but God!�

� Our experience of early family life colors all of our relationships and what we expect to achieve from life 

in general. Resolving conflicts, dealing with difficulty and suffering, celebrating accomplishments, 

prioritizing our needs, listening to God’s call, understanding relationships, understanding disappointment, 

learning about the virtues and living a centered focused life are all lessons our families either succeed in 

teaching or do not. To succeed, as God has designed and ordered our world, is to discover his presence and 

then trust that Presence. The Holy Family can teach even the most dysfunctional family how to best use 

God’s gifts of faith, hope, and love to find him and do his will. Their simple humble example is always 

before us, showing us the way. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!�

M3;<65, D'(')*'+ 28                                          �

LEO T. FOLEY, AGNES GILLERN�

 & JEAN McDONALD�

(Eleanor Morrison)�

�

T:'9<65, D'(')*'+ 29 �

ANN MARIE DEMUTH �

(Charles & Kaetana Keating) �

�

W'<;'9<65, D'(')*'+ 30                                �

DAVID MASLAR (Eucharistic Ministers)�

�

~~~~~~~~~~~~�
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FRANK DAMIANO (His Family)�

�
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FOR THE PEOPLE�

�

11:006)�

CATHERINE FERKE �

(Diana, Lenny & Christian Pisony)�

~~~~~~~~~~~~�
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JOE SANTANIELLLO �

(Joan & Dave Novak)�

�
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FOR THE PEOPLE�

�

S:;<65, J6;:6+5 3�11:306)�

FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE ADVENT & 

CHRISTMAS SPONSORS�
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TODAY’S READINGS�

�

�

FIRST READING�� Genesis 15:1�6, 21:1�3�

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying: “Fear not, Abram! I am your shield; I will make your reward 

very  great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being childless and have as my heir 

the steward of my house, Eliezer?” Abram continued, “See, you have given me no offspring, and so one of my servants will 

be my heir.” Then the word of the LORD came to him: “No, that one shall not be your heir; your own issue shall be your 

heir.” The Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so,” he added, “shall 

your descendants be.” Abram put his faith in the LORD, who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. The LORD took 

note of Sarah as he had said he would; he did for her as he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore Abraham a son in 

his old age, at the set time that God had stated. Abraham gave the name Isaac to this son of his whom Sarah bore him. �

�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM� �  Psalm 108:1�2,3,4�5�

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.�

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD,�

who walks in his ways!�

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;�

blessed shall you be, and favored.�

R.�Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.�

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine�

in the recesses of your home;�

your children like olive plants�

around your table.�

R.�Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.�

Behold, thus is the man blessed�

who fears the LORD.�

The LORD bless you from Zion:�

may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem�

all the days of your life.�

R.�Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.�

�

SECOND READING� � Hebrews 11:8,11�12,17�19�

Brothers and sisters:�

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went 

out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the normal age 

��and Sarah herself was sterile�� for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy. So it was that 

there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as 

countless as the sands on the seashore. By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac,�  and he who had 

received the promises was ready to offer his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac descendants shall bear 

your name.” He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol.�

�

GOSPEL�� Luke 2:22�40�

When the days were completed for their purification�according to the law of Moses,� They took him up to Jerusalem 

to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord,�  Every male that opens the womb shall be 

consecrated to the Lord,�and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,� in accordance with 

the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was 

righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel,�  and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit� that he should not see death�before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit 

into the temple;�  and when the parents brought in the child Jesus� to perform the custom of the law in regard to 

him,� He took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according 

to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;� and 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,� “Behold, this child is destined� for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be contradicted��and you yourself a sword will pierce�� so that the thoughts of many hearts may be 

revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna,�  the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 

years,�  having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage,� and then as a widow until she was eighty�four. She 

never left the temple,� but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time,� she gave 

thanks to God and spoke about the child� to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.�When they had 

fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 

grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;� and the favor of God was upon him.�
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IMPORTANT NOTICES REGARDING MASS 

 

Cold & Flu Season 

If you are not feeling well (coughing, sneezing, etc.), out 

of an abundance of caution and care for fellow 

parishioners, please remain at home. 

�� RESERVATIONS ARE STILL REQUIRED FOR ALL 

WEEKEND MASSES 

�� We thank everyone for their patience in making 

reservations for Mass  

�� I� Y�� R�	�
�� G���� F��� H���, ����� ���
�� ��� G������ 

�� ��� ���
�� ��� M����

�

Diocesan Annual Appeal �

Update�

�

Parish Goal� � � $63,000.00�

Pledges to Date� � $51,568.20�

�

Please prayerfully consider 

making your pledge if you have 

not already done so.�

Thank you!�

NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE�

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God�

*Reservations Recommended*�

�

Vigil�New Year’s Eve�

5:00PM�Live Streamed�

�

New Year’s Day�

9:00AM�

11:00AM�

�

1.� The Church will be open for seating one�half (1/2) hour prior to 

each scheduled Mass. Seating assignments will be created to 

ensure appropriate social distancing between families during 

Masses.�

2.� Additional seating will be available in Kelly Hall and the 

Adoration Chapel to accommodate all who wish to attend Holy 

Day Masses. Both the Adoration Chapel and Kelly Hall have been 

wired for sound and equipped with CCTV.�

�

We wish you and your families  

a very  

“Happy, Healthy and Blessed  

New Year!” 

Fr. Bob Simon and the Parish Staff 



5�

�

A  PRAYER  FOR  PROTECTION 

IN  �

TIME  OF  PANDEMIC�

�

O Mary,�

you always shine on our path as a sign of 

salvation and of hope.�

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 

Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ 

pain�

Keeping your faith firm.�

You, our loving Mother, know what we need,�

and we are sure you will provide so that, as in 

Cana of Galilee,�

We may return to joy and to feasting after this 

time of trial.�

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, �

to conform to the will of the Father and to do 

as we are told by  Jesus, �

who has taken upon himself our sufferings �

and carried our sorrows, to lead us, through 

the  Cross,�

to the joy of the Resurrection. �

Amen.�

Notice �

Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor�

�

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 

allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law 

enforcement. If you are a victim of sexual abuse 

committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you 

are encouraged to immediately report the matter to law 

enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay 

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has 

cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been 

subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 

abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. 

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil 

and state regulations. In accordance with the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's Child  Protective 

Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should 

also be made immediately by phone to the 24�Hour 

Child Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1�800�932�0313 or 

electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis To 

this end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering 

to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to 

upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People, which 

includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their 

pursuit of emotional and spiritual well�being. As such, 

information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of 

a minor should also be reported to the Victim 

Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at 570�

862-7551.�

DO YOU NEED $ FOR COLLEGE?�

Apply for A Clements Educational Fund  Scholarship�

�

Clements Educational Scholarship  Eligibility requirements�

Applicants must:�

�� Be high school seniors or current college students or graduate students.�

�� Plan to attend full�time an accredited public or private, two�year or four�year college or university 

located in the United States.�

Additional Desired Qualifications:�

�� A minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.�

�� Students will be required to submit their latest official fall transcript (from the fall 2020 semester)�

�� Preference given to graduates of North Pocono High School, Covington Township, Pennsylvania.�

�� Demonstrate ambition, industry, initiative, influence, leadership, personality, dependability, honesty, 

integrity, emotional stability, school, church and community affairs, and scholarship.�

�� Demonstrate financial need. �

�� Scholarship specifics:�

� This scholarship is for one year only; however, current recipients may reapply and be considered for 

� additional funding along with other new applicants. Scholarship recipients must be enrolled full�time.�

�

Eligible applicants can apply at www.csascholars.org/clements �

�

Deadline:�

To be considered for a scholarship, applications and all supporting documentation must be received by �

5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on January 14th. �
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The Wine & Host  

for This Weekend 

Are in Memory of  

Clare & Laurie Stachnik 

Requested by 

The Stachnik Family 

PARISH OFFICE�

�

Since the Parish Office is still 

operating remotely…….�

If you need to:�

�Schedule a Baptism�

�Purchase a Mass Card�

�Change your address or phone      

� number�

�Register for Mass�

�Make a general inquiry�

�

Contact Mary �

570�842�4381 or 570�840�6468�

Youth Ministry  

December Schedule  

�

Christmas Movie Monday Virtual �

Watch Party �

Monday, Dec. 28th 7PM �

�

All 6�12th grade students welcome! �

�

Parents: Email Katie at 

youthministry@northpoconocatholic.com �

for the links.  �

Join Remind for updates right to �

your phone! �

Txt @STCYG to the number 81010�

�

�

All Classes are Virtual �

until January 18, 2021�

During this Christmas season, it’s a good time to 

ponder our many blessings and how we can 

share them to benefit others, including the St. 

Catherine of Siena Parish Community.�

�

�

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED??�

�� Creating a special fund in honor of or in 

memory of a loved one?   What is/was special 

to this person?  Did they enjoy teaching or 

working with children?  Was creating a 

beautiful garden something they treasured?  

Was music a passion of theirs? All of these 

areas of support at St. Catherine’s, and other 

things of importance, can benefit from your 

generosity. �

�

�� Including St. Catherine of Siena in your will?  

Designating your bequest to an area of 

importance to you such as Youth Ministry; 

Religious Education; Vacation Bible School; 

etc.�

�

�� Donating appreciated securities to offset 

capital gains tax ?�

�

�� Establishing an annuity or trust fund and 

naming St. Catherine of Siena as  

beneficiary?  �

�

These are just a few examples of how you can 

make a meaningful gift that can have a lasting 

impact and show gratitude for the many 

blessings in your life.  If any of these 

opportunities, or others, interest you, please see 

Father Simon.    �

Flowers  

for the Blessed Mother 

are Offered in Memory of 

The Deceased Members of 

The Martin, Sardo & Romeo 

Families 

Requested By 

Tina & Fortunato Romeo 

Confessions   

Confessions take place in the Chapel  

Saturdays from 3:30—4:15pm 

There will be confessions  

January 2. 
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Sunday: � Gn 15:1�6; 21:1�3/Ps 105:1�2, 3�4, 5��

� � � � 6, 8�9 [7a, 8a]/Heb 11:8, 11�12, 17��

� � � � 19/Lk 2:22�40 �

Monday: � 1 Jn 1:5�2:2/Ps 124:2�3, 4�5, 7b�8 �

� � � � [7]/Mt 2:13�18�

Tuesday: � 1 Jn 2:3�11/Ps 96:1�2a, 2b�3, 5b�6 �

� � � � [11a]/Lk 2:22�35�

Wednesday: � 1 Jn 2:12�17/Ps 96:7�8a, 8b�9, 10 �

� � � � � [11a]/Lk 2:36�40�

Thursday: �1 Jn 2:18�21/Ps 96:1�2, 11�12, 13 � �

� � � � [11a]/Jn 1:1�18�

Friday: �� Nm 6:22�27/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/�

� � � � Gal 4:4�7/Lk 2:16�21�

Saturday: �1 Jn 2:22�28/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 �

� � � � [3cd]/Jn 1:19�28�

O?82;@36A28 9:; <=2 W22>�

�

�

�

Sunday: � The Holy Family�

Monday: � The Holy Innocents, Martyrs�

Tuesday: � St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and � �

� � � � Martyr�

Thursday: �St. Sylvester I, Pope; �

� � � � New Year’s Eve�

Friday: �� Mary, The Holy Mother of God; �

� � � � New Year’s Day; �

� � � � World Day of Peace�

Saturday: �Sts. Basil the Great and �

� � � � Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and ��

� � � � Doctors of the Church�

WEEKLY COLLECTION�

December 13, 2020 �

�

Weekly Offering� � � � � $ 6,834.00�

Dues� � � � � � � � � $    676.00�

Care/Education of Priests � � $      98.00�

Special Collections�� � � � $    348.00�

Christmas� � � � � � � $ 1,492.00�

Thank you so much for your inspiring generosity.�
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LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

THIS SPACE IS

RYAN WILSON, CPA, CFP®
Executive Vice President / Wealth Management 
Financial Advisor
570.963.9203   WilsonWealthAdvisory.com

Comprehensive Wealth Management

72 GLENMAURA NATIONAL BLVD, MOOSIC, PA 18507    
©JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC    
MEMBER: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

WW
OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC

A DV I S O R Y  G ROU P
WILSON WEALTH

WILSON WEALTH ADVISORY GROUP OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT

“Let’s Make Work Optional”

Sidney R. DeSantis - Supervisor
318 East Drinker St.

Dunmore, PA
570-343-6013

www.NEPAFuneralHome.com

Thomas A. Lynch
realtor®
tlynch@realtynetwork.net
Mobile: 570.840.4117

222 Northern Blvd.
Clarks Summit, PA
P: 570.585.6880
realtynetwork.net

Check out our Daily 
Specials on Facebook

NEW HOURS 7 Days aWeek 
6am to 8pm

881 State Route 307
Spring Brook

570-842-1415

10% OFF with 
this bullitein

1-877-TRY-FNCB
fncb.com | Member FDIC
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THIS SPACE IS

 “living and working in your community”

 DUFFY & SNOWDONFUNERAL HOME
401 Church Street • Moscow PA 18444 • Kevin J. Duffy, PARISHIONER  570-842-8501

SHOPRITE OF DALEVILLE 
921 Drinker Tpke. Ste 24
Covington Twp, PA 18444

(570) 842-7461   

SHOPRITE OF MT POCONO       
Pocono Village Mall • 3430 Rte 940

Mt. Pocono, PA 18344
(570) 839-3885

ShopRite Supermarkets of
Daleville & Mount Pocono

Offering on or off site catering
Available for all occasions

~ Daily Specials ~
1092 PA-502, Springbrook, PA

570-842-0900

Susan’s

Susan’s GoldSusan’s Gold
Crown Hallmark Crown Hallmark 
921 Drinker Turnpike, Ste 24

Covington Township, PA 18444

(570) 842-7649

E
S
C

ENGINEERING SURVEYING
CONSULTANTS & DESIGN, INC.
PO Box 308
Moscow PA 18444

MARY LOUISE BUTLER PETLER PE
DONALD JULIAN PLS

570-650-3341
escdesigninc.com
Civil Engineering/
Land Surveying

Gary A. Pacyna, D.P.M. 
FOOT & ANKLE SPECIALIST 

(570) 842-0400
921 DRINKER TPKE, STE 16,

COVINGTON TWP.

 Our private banquet facility is perfect
 for your next luncheon or special event
 Shoprite Complex Rte. 502
 Covington Township, PA

 570.842.2070
 www.mendicinospizza.com

Mendicino’s Pizza & Family Restaurant

 ACE HARDWARE
 Shoprite Shopping
 Center of Daleville
 921 Drinker Turnpike
 Covington TWP, PA 18444

 (570) 842-7645

Children 6 weeks to 13 years

Children 6 weeks to 13 years

570-842-3247
1262 Church St., Moscow PA

Local, Family
Owned & Operated

Propane • Heating Oil
Diesel • Off Road Diesel

Kerosene • Gas
Call us at

570-842-7624

Guaranteed 
Lowest 
Prices!

Joellen Drosinski, DDS 
1439 Wyoming Ave, Scranton

(570) 343-7997
DrosinskiDental.com

Daniel J. Sullivan | D.D.S., P.C.
Family Dentistry
109 North Main St.
Moscow, PA 18444

570-842-4255
www.drdansullivan.com

 RESPECTING TRADITIONS, 
 EMBRACING THE FUTURE.
 Brian Arthur Strauch FD/Owner  •  John F. McHale, FD/Supervisor
 BRANDI STRAUCH GOLDEN, FD/PARISHIONER
 (570) 842-3098
 3 FIRST STREET • SPRING BROOK, PA 18444

STRAUCH’S POCONO
REGION CREMATORY

570-842-3098
RT. 435 • Gouldsboro, PA

Member Cremation Association of North America 

FUNERAL HOMES 
& CREMATION 
SERVICES, LLC.

326 North Main St • Moscow • 570-842-6223
Mon & Fri 9-5 • Tues & Wed 11-7 • Sat 9-3

Roseanne’s
Beauty Shop

Roseanne Hughes
Owner/Parishioner

NAPA AUTO PARTS NAPA AUTO PARTS 
OF DALEVILLE &OF DALEVILLE &
MOUNT POCONOMOUNT POCONO

NAPA Auto Parts Of Daleville
Route 435 & 502

Daleville, PA 18444
(570) 842-2513

NAPA Auto Parts Of  Mount Pocono
Routes 940 & 611

Mt Pocono, PA 18344
(570) 839-2050MonroeHearingAid.com

Moscow 
326 N. Main St.

Stroudsville • Tobyhanna • Brodheadsville

570-424-5580

Hear Better
Live Better

ABC OIL CO
Serving All of
North Pocono 

Oil Delivered
7 Days a Week

NEW CUSTOMERS WELCOME

570-340-3898

ABC OIL

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

RUBY HOME
IMPROVEMENT
30 Years Experience

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 Brian Ruby
 570-677-8950

All phases of remodeling
We do it all! 

LICENSED AND INSURED

570-904-1836

Prestige Custom  
Painting & Remodeling


