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@St. Mary’s Rectory  
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413.743.2110 

THE OFFICE IS CURRENTLY 

CLOSED DUE TO COVID-19 

saintmaryscatholic.org 
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Masses & Confession �
St.  Mary  of  the  Assumption 

Indoor Mass - main church 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Join us for Mass inside or sit in 

your car and tune in to 91.3 on 

your stereo and listen 

Father Steve Montesanti 

PASTOR  

fathersteve@saintmaryscatholic.org 

Father Ryan Sliwa 

Parochial  V icar  

fatherryan@saintmaryscatholic.org 

Father  B ill  Cyr  

Ret ired  Pr iest  

Deacon  Bob  Hitter  

deaconbob@saintmaryscatholic.org 

Michelle  Francesconi  

Bus iness  Manager  

michelle@saintmaryscatholic.org 

Ann Cain  

music  Director  

Steve  Berti  

Director of Religious Education 

Tim  B is sa illon  

Maintenance  

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020     



Our Giving 

News & Announcements Mass Intentions�

Online Giving 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 

Our online giving system is easy to use and may be 

accessed via our website or via the link below.  

The online giving system utilizes “Stripe” a payment  

processing interface used by thousands of businesses 

including Google, Amazon, and more! The interface 

links with our online parish database, so gifts made to 

the parish may be tracked on your online account.  

1. Visit stmarys.breezechms.com/give/online 

2. Next, enter the dollar amount you would like to give. 

3. Choose to give via credit card or bank transfer (ACH) 

4. Enter your information. 

5. Choose if you would like your give to be one time, 

weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, or yearly. 

6. Click “Donate Now” and your payment will process. 

Regular Collection $1,712.63 Fuel $10.00 

You may now give to our parish in the following ways: 

     ● Mail a check/your envelope to the parish office 

     ● Drop your envelope in the collection basket at Mass 

 (our parishes will ensure your envelopes are  

 directed to your home parish) 

     ● Set up online giving via the instructions below 

 
 
 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

9:30 a.m. Mario & Nina Berti 

  Req. by The Family 

 

  Richard Banas 

  Req. by Eileen Banas 

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 

  No Daily or Saturday Masses 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

9:30 a.m. Joan Ostrowski 

  Req. by Tom Ostrowski 

 

  Jane Pyra 

  Req. by Jim & Carole Pyra 

 
Parish Gifts 

 
All gifts given in memory of 
The Deceased Parishioners 
Of Assumption Parish 

Welcome Back! 
For the first time in seven months, we welcome everyone back 

to the indoor celebration of Mass at St. Mary’s Church. Here 

are some guidelines to follow as we return indoors: 

�� Enter via the Chapel entrance or side church entrance (access 

via the path alongside the parish hall) 

�� Masks must be worn 

�� Collections will be taken at the door 

�� Ushers will be present to seat attendees 

�� Communion 

�� Worshippers must socially distance in line 

�� Communion will be distributed in the hand only 

�� When receiving: stay masked, receive in hand, step to 

the side, remove mask, and self-Communicate 

We will attempt to utilize an FM transmitter to broadcast 

Mass to the parking lot and plan to test the effectiveness  

prior to the weekend Masses. We will keep everyone posted 

if we are able to confirm the use of this technique. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

Christmas Events Notice 

The decision has been made to cancel this year’s Christmas 

Bazaar and Christmas Tea. As you know, the bazaar is the 

culmination of months of hard work and planning. With the 

restrictions that we have been faced with these past months, 

adequate preparation for the bazaar has not been possible. 

Future restrictions may also prohibit us from holding events, 

so that has been a factor in our decision to cancel. 

Currently, we are exploring the possibility of holding a raffle 

in lieu of the annual bazaar. More details will be available in 

the coming weeks.  

October Life Chain/Standout 
Please join area Pro-Lifers for a LifeChain on Saturday,  

October 10th at St. Mary’s Parish, Rt. 5, Longmeadow, MA. 

The LifeChain will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, 

Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, MA. Help us defend the 

unborn! Attendees will meet in the church parking lot at 

10:30 a.m. and will line up on will be provided by the 

Knights of Columbus.  

For more info. email: prolifepioneervalley@gmail.com 

Polish Plate Take Out! 
Due to the recent COVID-19 outbreak, St. Joseph’s Church 

in Pittsfield cancelled their annual Polish Picnic. Luckily, they 

have decided to offer their famous homemade Polish Plate 

“to-go” on September 25th from 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.  The 

Polish Plates MUST be PRE-ORDERED by calling  

413-445-5789. Leave your name, phone number, and the 

number of plates you would like to purchase.  

Orders must be placed by September 20th. 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
Regular Collection $1,836.51      



If I work for five hours, I expect to 

get paid for five hours. If I work for 

two, I expect to get paid for two. 

What if we worked for a company 

that paid everyone the same amount 

regardless of how long they worked? 

How would we feel going home with 

the same pay for working eight 

hours as my co-worker did for 

working only two hours? Secular 

wisdom would have a huge problem 

with this and a visit to the Labor 

Board would quickly pursue. But this 

is God’s wisdom and God’s ways. 

We sometimes think that if we pray 

more, better, or more fervently and 

go over and above with the practice 

of our faith, God will somehow 

reward us and present us with some 

kind of merit badge. We are so 

wrong. Spiritual practices have only 

one true purpose: to deepen our love 

for God. In deepening our love for 

God, we also increase our ability to 

see God’s presence around us, living 

life more purposefully, and 

contemplatively. What if God 

chooses to treat someone who has 

come on the scene of faith later in 

life the same as someone who has 

devoted their whole lives to it? Does 

it really matter? If we have the merit 

badge notion of faith, we can find 

ourselves feeling a little arrogant and 

even jealous of folks who have not 

followed the same path that we 

have. We can even see ourselves as 

the privileged few who have a corner 

on the faith and fully possess it. 

That thinking doesn’t square with 

God. God is all about mercy in 

abundance and is ready to take 

anyone to himself regardless of 

when they come and delights in their 

return. After all, if you really and 

truly love someone, does it matter 

what they will give you in return or 

what you receive as a benefit? If 

relationships were assessed based 

upon productivity, they would lack 

authentic love. We invest too much 

self interest in our prayer and neglect 

to see it as an opportunity to pursue 

our Lover and deepen the intimate 

bond we have with God.  

When we breathe our last, all that is 

of consequence is union with God. 

If my love for God is real, I am 

going to want to live the Gospel, 

abide by the commandments, 

practice my faith, forgive and love 

my neighbor, and care for the 

environment, regardless of how 

much time it takes or benefits me. 

We want God to think and behave 

as we do, and in doing so, we set 

ourselves up for disappointment. 

God has a totally different agenda 

and that’s okay. ©LPi 

Gospel Meditation - Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

Catholic Life Conference 
The Catholic Life Conference which was originally scheduled in 

March is moving to an online format set to run from  

October 11th - 17th, 2020. 

Thanks to the generosity of numerous sponsors, the conference will be 

FREE to all! Attendees will have the opportunity to hear exciting 

speakers, participate in a live Q&A, receive a Conference To Go Bag, 

   and best of all, come together with other  

   Catholics in our diocese, asking together,  

   “Why are YOU Catholic?” 

 

              There is still time to register! Again, it’s FREE!  

Go to catholiclifeconference.org to: 

 1. Register for the first time 

 2. Request a refund or use your already paid fee for a       

  Conference to Go Bag with great options for extras 

 3. Join our Catholic family from your home or parish 

 4. Get more information 
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Family Owned and Operated
720 Cheshire Rd., Rt. 8

 Lanesboro, MA
413-445-5919

www.MangeAuto.com

Mange Auto
Sales & Service

Paciorek Funeral Home
John S. Paciorek - Director

13 Hoosac St., Adams, MA 01220

Tel: (413) 743-0815

Funeral Homes
443-9151
David A. Dery
Fredrick D. Dery

891 Crane Ave., Pittsfield 
413-442-7846

Mon. - Fri. 7am - 5pm • Sat. 8am - Noon
www.johnsbuildingsupply.com

jbsma@hotmail.com

www.BerkshireSheds.com
If it’s not

SHEDS N’ STUFF
it’s not the best.

Route 8, Cheshire, MA
(413) 743-9964
Mon.-Fri. 10-5

Sat. 10-3 | Sun. by Appt.

It’s Not Too Late.
There’s still Time.

Get Your Shed Now!

Sheds, Playhouses & Barns of 
all Shapes, Sizes & Styles!

 Whitney’s Farm
 Market & Country
 Gardens

Bakery • Homemade Fudge
Homemade Pies • Fresh Produce
413-442-4749 • www.whitneysfarm.com

Rt. 8 Cheshire, MA
Open For The Season, Daily 9-7, Sun. 9-6

  Serving
 The Berkshire
 For over 85 years!
 413.499.4800

Perc Tests • Septic Designs 
Subdivisions 

Wetlands Permitting
413-441-9724

jdupras@trinityeng.com
trinityeng.com

Diane’s Twist
Est. 2003

Cones • Sundaes • Shakes
 Floats • Overstuffed Sandwiches

413.346.3600
13 main street
cheshire, ma

Plows & Sanders • Golf/Utility Carts
Residential/Commercial

Maple Grove Equipment
Next To Old Stone Mill

8 Leonard Street, Adams, MA
Peter Levesque, President (413) 743-2118

www.maplegroveequipment.com

413-443-2708 
Angela & Jamie Szczepaniak

 Parishioner

$1.00 Off a dozen donuts
with a copy of this ad

413-743-4973
177 Columbia St., Adams, MA

When it comes to
caring for seniors,
it’s a matter of trust

Meet the Berkshires
Senior Care Family

www.BaneCare.com

Springside
255 Lebanon Ave • Pittsfield

413-499-2334
Rehabilitation • Skilled Care

Craneville Place
265 Main Street • Dalton

413-684-3212
Rehabilitation • Skilled Care

Sugar Hill
45 Main Street • Dalton

413-684-0100
Independent Living

Assisted Living  
Memory Care

Church Vendor
Floor Covering

Kitchen & Baths
1571 East Street, Pittsfield, MA

Phone: (413) 443-7434
Fax: (413) 447-1927

G A R B A G E  • S E P T I C

CHURCH 
VENDOR

413-743-5397

LIQUOR & ALCOHOL STORES

Val’s Variety Store
5 Columbia St

Adams, MA 01220 
 Berkshire County

(413) 743-0962

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today! 
kcarnevale@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333


