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WELCOME TO
OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH
OF
DUNSTABLE, GROTON & PEPPERELL

We are glad you joined us today!
OUR TWO WORSHIP SITES

St. James Church
West Groton
St. James Church
13 St. James Ave.
Groton, MA 01450

St. Joseph Church
Pepperell

Father Jeremy St. Martin—Administrator
Fr_jeremy@ourladyofgracema.org

Father Jason Worthley—Parochial Vicar

St. Joseph Church
28 Tarbell Street
Pepperell, MA 01463

Fr_Jason@ourladyofgracema.org
Ph: 978-433-5737
Fax: 978-433-9566
Web Site: www.ourladyofgracema.org

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9a.m. - 5p.m.
For a Sacramental Emergency, please call the office and select ext. 302 and leave a message and
Fr. St. Martin will get right back to you.

Parish Staff

Liturgy Schedule

Deacon: Michael Markham
dcnmichaelmarkham@gmail.com
Director of Religious Education: Robert Daly
Ph: 978-433-2028 Robert@ourladyofgracema.org
Finance & Operations Manager:
Debra Lackey, M.B.A., Notary Public
Ph: x307 Debbie@ourladyofgracema.org
Administrative Assistant: Cotty Reid
Ph: x301 Cotty@ourladyofgracema.org
Music Director: Ellen Blackwell
Ph: 978-433-6131
Baptism Ministry Leader: Rena Mendel
renacutchin@hotmail.com
Cemetery Manager: Joseph Viel
Ph: 978-208-0266

At Saint James Church
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

At Saint Joseph Church
Weekday Mornings: Wed, Thurs, Fri 8:30 a.m.
Rosary each weekday morning 8:00 AM
Saturday: 4 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Once a Month:
5:30 p.m. Rel. Ed. Mass For CY1 & CY2
& Families
Confessions: Saturdays: 3:00—3:30 PM at St. Joseph
Church or by appointment with the Pastor.
Information regarding any sacraments, (Baptism,
Marriage, Anointing) please check our website or
call the parish office.
Bulletin Submissions: Deadline for putting
something in the bulletin is Monday at Noon for the
following weekend bulletin.
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MASS INTENTIONS

DAY

DATE

TIME

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF

REQUESTED BY

Saturday

February 2

4:00 PM

Mary E. McKinnon

The Family

Sunday

February 3

9:30 AM

Theresa A. Duchesne

Carolyn Flanagan

Saturday

February 9

4:00 PM

Telesphore Bourget

The Family

Sunday

February 10

7:30 AM

John Killay –25th Anniversary

Killian Family

9:30 AM

Ruth Ellen Clarke

Mike & Cecily Markham

11:30 AM

Virginia Marhefka

Denise Coulter

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS
DAY

DATE

TIME

EVENT

LOCATION

Tuesday

February 5

7:00 PM

CY1 & CY2 Candidate Workshop

St. Joseph Hall

Wednesday

February 6

1:30 PM

Legion of Mary

Parish Office

Thursday

February 7

7:00 PM

Choir Rehearsal

Blue Room- St. Joseph
Church

Sunday

February 10

10:30 AM

Coffee & Donuts sponsored by KofC
Following 9:30 AM Mass

St. Joseph Hall

5:30 PM

CY1 & CY2 Family Mass

St. Joseph Church

Readings for the Week of February 3, 2019
Sunday: Jer 1:4!5, 17!19/Ps 71:1!2, 3!4, 5!6, 15!17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:3113:13 or 13:4!13/Lk 4:21!30
Monday: Heb 11:32!40/Ps 31:20, 21, 23, 24 [25]/Mk 5:1!20
Tuesday: Heb 12:1!4/Ps 22:26b!27, 28 and 30, 31!32 [cf. 27b]/Mk 5:21!43
Wednesday: Heb 12:4!7, 11!15/Ps 103:1!2, 13!14, 17!18a [cf. 17]/Mk 6:1!6
Thursday: Heb 12:18!19, 21!24/Ps 48:2!3ab, 3cd!4, 9, 10!11 [cf. 10]/Mk 6:7!13
Friday: Heb 13:1!8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b!9abc [1a]/Mk 6:14!29
Saturday: Heb 13:15!17, 20!21/Ps 23:1!3a, 3b!4, 5, 6 [1]/Mk 6:30!34
Next Sunday: Is 6:1!2a, 3!8/Ps 138:1!2, 2!3, 4!5, 7!8 [1c]/1 Cor 15:1!11 or 15:3!8, 11/Lk 5:1!11
Liturgical Publications Inc

!

Please take note!!

When the North Middlesex School District is closed
due to winter weather, the parish office will be closed.
If there is a weather related delay,
the office will open at 11 AM.
In either event, there will be no morning Mass.
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Dear Parishioners at Our Lady of Grace,
The Lord promises us that he will not let us fail in the first reading. That he will make us
successful. He will give us a share in his own awesome and fruitful power to love. He defines
that love in the Gospel.
One thing that is hurting us right now, one enemy, is scams. One of the biggest scams that is
splitting the world in two, is the pro-life vs pro-choice scam. On one side, you have people saying that science
tells us that a child is a child from conception and has to be protected and the other side is pushing for legal
abortion up until the moment of birth.
What is going on? Is one side scientific and the other not? The people who really promoted legalized abortion
in America were not people who thought the fetus was not a person. They were eugenicists who wanted to
eliminate people. This was not popular at the time, so they packaged the movement to legalize abortion in
easier to sell rhetoric. They weren’t asking people to become eugenicists, they were asking people to become
defenders of women’s rights, freedom of choice, privacy, and to help the poor.
People who have been taken in by this scam are hard pressed to admit it. Scams affect us all in this way. When
we find out that we have let a person use us for some evil end, we feel hurt and are ashamed. We don’t want to
admit that we were tricked. We feel “stupid.”
A smart woman once was contacted by a person from a poor country, asking for help with shoes for his
children, assuring her that he had been recommended by trusted friends of hers as a person of compassion who
could help. She helped. As time when on, more and more requests were made for larger and larger sums. At
some point, the lady started to see what was going on. She didn’t want to admit it to herself or others. She
convinced herself that it was all good and just kept going. After giving away half the family fortune, she, by
God’s grace, asked for help. People around her were compassionate and did not judge her. She was able to
stop and things were better. She had to come to terms with the fact that she had not been funding good things
but rather evil.
People who have been scammed by eugenicists in our culture need our help. They need our compassion.
Without a compassionate friend, such people will stay involved in the scam. It is very difficult to admit you have
been used by such evil. It is very difficult to not think of yourself as unintelligent. It is much worse than having
to admit you lost a lot of money to an evil cause. It is having to admit you were involved with, at the very least,
encouraging the worst kind of murder possible and, in all too many cases, directly being involved with it.
It is easier to escape back into the rationalizations and even redouble efforts at claims that abortion is not bad
but quite the opposite, the best thing. It was like the aforementioned lady who gave her biggest donations to
the scammer at the end when she already knew, on some level, that he was a scammer; like a gambler who
mortgages the house for just one more shot at winning, like a drunk who knows he has a problem but thinks
just one more bottle will soothe the pain.
We are Christ for each other when we love with compassion and patience. Love is never rude. Our friends and
indeed, our fellow Catholics, who are victims of the scam of eugenicists (who want to exterminate people they
think wreck the gene pool) will only get worse if we don’t show them love. Love and compassion will help them
get over the horrible ravages of possibly the worst scam the world has ever known. Don’t say they are
unscientific, even though they are.
They could be the smartest most educated and logical people
going. Pointing out that they are unscientific comes too close to be pointing out that they are (as we all are at
times) inconsistent and foolish. They will feel stupid. It is better to help them see that they are good people
who want what is right and good but have been taken advantage of by evil men. We all get caught from time to
time in this or that scam. It is O.K. to admit it, be sorry, do what we can to make it right, and get back to loving.
God is love and he will not let us fail.

In Christ,
Fr. Jeremy St. Martin
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Some of the gifts from the St. James Giving Tree
went to the children at Seven Hills in Groton.
They were very grateful for all of your generosity!

Important Information for your !
DONATION STATEMENTS for 2018

!

Stay Tuned
Trip to Oberammergau
2020
More Info Will Be Coming!

!

Statements for donations are only sent to those
parishioners who submit their donations in a
parish envelope or through our OnLine Giving
system. Loose checks put into the Offertory
basket are not recorded into the database.!
For info, please give Debbie a call at 9784335737 or email
Debbie@OurLadyofGraceMA.org !

2018 Tax Letters
For anyone who has given $100 or more in
donations in the past year, you will be receiving a
letter for your tax deductions at the
end of January automatically.
If you need the letter before that time,
please contact our Finance & Operations Manager:
Debbie Lackey at
978-433-5737 ext. 307
debbie@ourladyofgracema.org
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A Message from Dcn. Chuck Kelley
From Homily: Saturday, January 26th, 2019. Deacon’s Holy Hour for Life
See the Son of God – Believe in Him – and Receive His Mercy!
Jesus tells us that this is the will of the Father…, that “everyone who
sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life and will raise them on
the last day."…

and this is what we pray for; that all may come to know Jesus

and His Mercy.

Over the past couple of weeks, deacons from parishes and

collaboratives across the Archdiocese Boston, held one hundred and forty-nine
Holy Hours for Life, with an hour of prayer and exposition of the Holy
Eucharist. The following is an excerpt from a homily given at St. John the Evangelist church in Townsend.
In the Holy Hour for life, we joined in solidarity with all who made their way to Washington DC for
the March for Life recently; and prayed for the sanctity of life, for the unborn, the infirm, the elderly and
the dying.
Also – we continued to pray for those working in the abortion industry and those who are actively
engaged in the culture of death… praying for a swift and lasting conversion of heart. And Finally, and
most importantly, we must continue praying for those who have been traumatized by the scourge of
abortion.

Women, men, moms & dads, families, but most especially the many women, who carry the

burden of an

abortion alone – who may often think they have nowhere to go and no one to turn to. It is

necessary to express our compassion and sympathy and assure them of our prayers for all who so
desperately need to see the open door of mercy and hope – through which, Jesus is all too willing to
receive them.
The Universal Salvific Will of God; is that God desires that all may be saved… He desires to be seen
– believed – and to pour his mercy upon us!
During the Holy Hour for Life; the participating faithful spent time with Jesus – coming to him to
spend time with him – and as we know; spending time with someone you love – is not a difficult task.
I recall being very young and visiting my grandmother who lived down the street from us – I
would climb the stairs to her apartment; reach way up and ring the doorbell – and shortly after the door
would open, sugar cookies and a glass of milk would appear, and we would have a visit. Most often
during these visits I would just sit on the couch – sipping milk and munching cookies while Nana would
quietly sit in her chair in the corner working on an endless production of braided rugs. Of course, we
would talk on occasion, but there were many times where there was silence. Being in her company was
so comfortable, and I could just sit and be with her. I adored my Nana – and she loved me… I knew and
believed that.
This is a great model for how to be silent with Jesus in moments of adoration. The next
time you attend Eucharistic Adoration with your heart full of prayers and petitions, be assured that God
already knows them all… he knows what you need, knows your pain, your suffering and the suffering of
those you pray for. The best we can do during adoration is to fulfill the will of the father, which is for us
to just “be”. Be with Him – go for a visit… So that He may be seen – believed – and pour out his mercy
upon us.
-

Dcn. Chuck Kelley
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Attention All Song Birds!
!
!

!The

OLOG choir will start the New Year with rehearsal on
Thursday, February 7 at 7:00 P.M. in the Blue Rm of St. Joseph Church. We will sing on
Sunday, February 10 at the 9:30 AM Mass-be there at 9:00 AM for warm-ups.
We sing on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at the 9:30 AM Mass.
This non-auditioned mixed voice choir practice on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of each month. We welcome all voices, (sopranos, altos,
tenors and basses) and we do have fun with music!
For further information, contact Ellen Blackwell at
978-433-6131. or email at ellenbmusic@gmail.com

Have You Considered Being A Foster Parent?!
!
Is there room in your home and heart for a foster child? The Department of Children and Families
is actively recruiting foster parents for children in Ashby/Dunstable/Groton/Pepperell/Townsend. !
!
We are searching for individuals or families with the love and patience to help foster children. You
can be single, married, partnered, divorced or widowed. You can own your home or rent.!
!
We need homes for children aged 0 to 22 which include sibling groups, children with special
needs, medically involved children, and infants born exposed to drugs and older teens. We are
looking for longterm foster homes but also have a need for emergency and respite homes which
involve a shorter time commitment on the part of a foster family.!
!
!

Our goal is to provide our foster children with a supportive and healing environment in a home in
their own community until they can be reunited with their families or another plan can be made on
their behalf. The rewards of providing daily care, guidance and acceptance are immeasurable.!
!
!

If you are thinking about becoming a foster parent, you can learn more about the application
process and the supports provided by the Department by attending an Community Information
Session to be held on Sunday, March 24, 2019 at St. John’s Parish at 3:00 pm or by contacting
Brenda Fitzgerald at Brenda.Fitzgerald@state.ma.us! or at 9785572721.! We will also have an
Information Session at St. Joseph Church in Mid March. Date and time to follow.!
!
!

Thank you for your interest in foster care and supporting children in care. !
!Brenda Fitzgerald, Family Resource Recruiter!
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McGaffigan Funeral Home
www.mcgaffiganfuneral.com
The Computer Guy

Keeping Your Community Comfortable
Since 1927

978-433-6701 •

PEPPERELL

Service Technician

Senior Living

PEPPERELL

978-448-4122
RiverCourtResidences.com

183 South Rd., Rte. 119, Pepperell
978-433-2620 Phone
978-433-2304 Fax
Bronzebellinc@aol.com

978.758.1884
faun.macdonald@century21homes.com
www.facebook.com/FaunMacDonald

CORNELIUS “CONNIE”

Your Dealer Alternative!

S U L L I VA N

MON-FRI 8AM-5PM, SAT 8AM-NOON
Repair Pal Certified • Free Rental Car**
Computer Drivability & Electrical Diagnostics
Latest Equipment & Technical Training

Personal Injury • Real Estate • Estate Planning
Probate • Criminal Defense

All Foreign & Domestic

Quality Service Since 1967

25-D
316, Ayer, MA
D Westford Rd., P.O. Box 316
www.ayeroil.com

The Bronze Bell, Inc.
Dixie & John Pickard

978-433-8200

Kevin P. Horgan, President
khorgan@ayeroil.com
Ayer: (978) 772-2031 • Groton: (978) 448-6711
448-6

Parishioner since 1973
978-433-5788

Flowers for every season and
for every reason

2016 - Masters Diamond
2016 - Quality Service Producer

WE BEAT DEALER PRICES

24 Hour Burner Service

Normand Marchand, Director
16 Pleasant Street, Pepperell

FAUN MACDONALD Realtor

Steven

978-433-0168

“Caring for parishioners in their time of need.”

CENTURY 21 Nashoba Associates

For all your computer needs

www
www.thecomputerguyhelp.com

and
d Cremation
Cr
io Services
Se ic

COMPANY

John F. McGaffigan, Jr., Funeral Director, Type 3

(978) 433-2100 • 37 Main St. • Pepperell

Marchand Funeral Home

SHATTUCK OIL

~Attorney at Law~

17 Nashua Road, Pepperell MA

GROTON, MA • 978-448-5200

autoclinicpepperell.com

Cheryl King REALTOR

®

978-270-0553
Cheryl.King@NEMoves.com
www.CherylKingSellsHomes.com

70 Boston Road
Westford, MA 01866

“Improving lives one home at a time”
Family owned & operated since 1921

Offering Traditional and Cremation Services,
Honoring All Faiths and Traditions,
Pre-planning Options Available

978-486-3709
347 King Street, Littleton | 45 School Street, Groton
www.badgerfuneral.com

Contact Robert Brooks to place an ad today!
rbrooks@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6344

Jennifer Lane
Liz Sullivan
Parishioner • Independent Beauty Consultant

978.270.2470
lsullivan525@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/lsullivan525

Let me help you with holiday gift giving ideas!

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

REALTOR®
978-835-9381 Cell
978-369-1000 Office
Jennifer.Lane@NEMoves.com
JenniferLaneRealEstate.com
11 MAIN STREET • CONCORD

Our Lady of Grace, Pepperell, MA

03-1154

