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Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?” Simon
Peter answered him, “"Master, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced

that you are the Holy One of God." - Jn 6:47-69

ST. MATTHIAS
317 Chesterfield Road, EL
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil — 5:30 p.m.
Sunday — 9:00 a.m.
Confessions: Sat following Mass

ST. AGNES
22 Haigh Avenue, Niantic
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil —4 p.m.
Sunday — 7:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Confessions: Sat 3:00 — 3:45 p.m.

Daily: Monday & Friday at 9 a.m.
Holy Day: 12 Noon

Daily: Thursday at 9 a.m.
Holy Day: 6:30 p.m.

PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 860-739-9722 Fax: 860-691-2187
Hours: Mon — Fri 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Closed Holy Days & Civil Holidays
www.saintagnescatholicchurch.com
office.stjohn23 @gmail.com

AUGUST 22, 2021
CLERGY

Pastor
Rev. Gregory Mullaney...739-9722, x 225
pastor.ssanm@gmail.com

Weekend Assistants @ St. Agnes
Rev. Joseph Castaldi, Retired

Deacons
Gerald Shaw................... 860-739-0049
Steven Reed, Retired ........ 860-691-0040

COMMUNITY STAFF

Director of Religious Education,
Youth Ministry & RCIA

Meghan Cambridge... 739-9722, ext. 236
dre.agnesmatthias@gmail.com

Parish Office:

Jennifer Fant ............ 739-9722, ext. 223
Martha Llorens.......... 739-9722, ext. 223
office.stjohn23@gmail.com

Dona Stankov............ 739-9722, ext. 233
dona.st.agnes@sbcglobal.net

Music Ministry:

@ St. Matthias

Constance Butler............. 401-480-0706
constancepbutler@gmail.com

@ St. Agnes

Organist: Steve Lattanzi....860-917-7741
Cantor: Jon Firman...........860-334-7014

Bereavement Support Group
Linda Young................... 203-415-8202

St. Vincent de Paul Help Line
Assistance.......................860-389-0854
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

4 @ ST. AGNES

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
4:00 p.m. +Robert Stevenson /b his family

+Jo An Toth r/b Jim Toth

The Special Intention for Cheryl Fernald

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

7:30 am. People of the Parish

10:30 a.m. +Francis Fenn 1/b Marcelino Sevilla
The Special Birthday Intention for
Jennifer Lynch /b Pat Lynch

MONDAY, AUGUST 23
9:00 a.m. +Jane Turner r/b Mae & Mike Hills

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
NO MASS

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
NO MASS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Matthias

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27
9:00 a.m. +Maria Flores Talavera /b her family

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28

4:00 p.m. +Patrick Ferra r/b the Cook family
The Special Intention for Cheryl Fernald
+Robert & +Georgia Lennon
1/b their daughter

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29

7:30 am. People of the Parish

10:30 a.m. +Madeline K. Lynch /b the Lynch family
+Elias Padilla (2™ A.) r/b Mari Spina

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21

5:30 p.m. Joan & John Rogers 40" Wedding A.
/b Joan & John Rogers
+Philip Przekop
r/b Elizabeth Przekop Brown

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22

9:00 a.m. +Ronald Moore r/b Marie Mach
+Americo Mastronunzio
/b Dawn & Rico Mastronunzio
+Amado Jose Llorens
/b Martha & Juan Matias

MONDAY, AUGUST 23
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Agnes

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
NO MASS

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
NO MASS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
9:00 a.m. +Margaret Peg Dana (3™ A.)
r/b Barbara Burns & daughters

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Agnes

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28

5:30 p.m. +Joseph Pow r/b Mary & Bob Christina
+Christopher Reed
+Philip Przekop
r/b Elizabeth Przekop Brown

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
9:00 a.m. +Mary, +Giovanni, +Vincent, +Benjamin,

and +Holly Lombardi
If it is necessary to cancel daily Mass, the intention for that day 1/b their family
will be moved to the following weekend.
ARE YOU A

7 PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for our sick and homebound parishioners:

Linda Lane Phil

Deacon Gerald Shaw Hannah Russell
David Quinn Elizabeth Galleger
Anne Isleib Cheryl Fernald

Names of the sick will remain in the bulletin for 3 months.

PARISH MEMBER?

If you are not receiving mail or emails from the parish (St.
Agnes or St. Matthias), chances are that you are not regis-
tered. Please stop in the office or you may go to our website.
www.saintagnescatholicchurch.com and download a form.
Registration and use of envelopes identifies you as a member
of our parish which is required to be a sponsor for Baptism or
Confirmation.



Reading I Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
Joshua gathered together all the tribes of Israel at
Shechem, summoning their elders, their leaders, their
judges, and their officers. When they stood in ranks
before God, Joshua addressed all the people: “If it does
not please you to serve the LORD, decide today whom
you will serve, the gods your fathers served beyond the
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose country
you are now dwelling. As for me and my household,
we will serve the LORD.”

But the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake
the LORD for the service of other gods. For it was the
LORD, our God, who brought us and our fathers up
out of the land of Egypt, out of a state of slavery. He
performed those great miracles before our very eyes
and protected us along our entire journey and among
the peoples through whom we passed. Therefore we
also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

Responsorial Psalm
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Reading 11 Ephesians 5:21-32
Brothers and sisters: Be subordinate to one another out
of reverence for Christ. Wives should be subordinate
to their husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is
head of his wife just as Christ is head of the church, he
himself the savior of the body. As the church is
subordinate to Christ, so wives should be subordinate
to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed
himself over for her to sanctify her, cleansing her by
the bath of water with the word, that he might present
to himself the church in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish. So also husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. For no one hates his own flesh but rather
nourishes and cherishes it, even as Christ does the
church, because we are members of his body.

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak
in reference to Christ and the church.

“Master, to whom
shall we go?”
(&M MR

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia.

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life;
You have the words of everlasting life.

Gospel John 6:60-69
Many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said,
“This saying is hard; who can accept it?”” Since Jesus
knew that his disciples were murmuring about this,
he said to them, “Does this shock you? What if you
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he
was before? It is the spirit that gives life, while the
flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you
are Spirit and life. But there are some of you who do
not believe.” Jesus knew from the beginning the ones
who would not believe and the one who would betray
him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you
that no one can come to me unless it is granted him
by my Father.”

As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to
their former way of life and no longer accompanied
him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also
want to leave?” Simon Peter answered him, “Master,
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. We have come to believe and are convinced that
you are the Holy One of God.”

REFLECT & RESPOND TO SCRIPTURE
First Reading: Joshua, who helped settle the Israelites
into the Promised Land, knew the struggle ahead lay in
Israel’s fidelity to God. How does anyone best show
fidelity to God?

Second Reading: Toward the end of his letter, Paul takes
up the topic of husbands and wives. He speaks of the
importance of mutual subordination and love. What do
you see as secret to a successful marriage?

Gospel: Jesus’ bread of life discourse ends with the report
that “many of Jesus’ disciples” no longer followed Jesus.
How should we respond to family or friends who choose
to walk away from Jesus?
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Registration is open for preschool to
ninth grade. Please register online

or find the registration forms in the
back of the church.

Children’s Liturgy will not be
scheduled to meet until further
notice.

Grades 1-7 will meet on Monday,
Tuesday, or Wednesday at St.
Agnes from 4:30p.m. — 5:45p.m.

Grades 8 and 9 will meet at St.
Agnes every other Sunday from
8:30 am. — 10:30 a.m., or every
other Thursday from 5:00 p.m. —
7:00 p.m.

Please contact Meghan Cambridge
at 860-739-9722 ext. 236 with any
questions.

CATECHISTS AND
AIDES NEEDED

Are you being called to serve? Do
you enjoy teaching and sharing your
faith with others? We will be in
need of additional catechists and
aides for the new school year
beginning in September. Please
contact Meghan at 860-739-9722,
ext. 236 if you would be interested
in becoming a part of this wonderful
ministry.

2021 ACA UPDATE
As of July 30,2021
Saint Agnes donated $65,981.06 or
66.19% of its goal, representing
28.15% of parishioners.
Saint Matthias donated $45,700,
surpassing its goal, representing
17.94% of parishioners.

You helped ACA support ministries
do the work of Christ every day. If
you have not made your
contribution to the 2021 ACA, “One
Faith, One Family”, envelopes are
still available within the church or
contact the Development Office at
(860) 886-1928 or go online to

www.norwichdiocesedevelopment.org.
Thank you to everyone for your support!
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Invitation to Serve

Inspired by Gospel Values, The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) is an
international Catholic lay organization that helps those in need (without excep-
tion). We are not a social service agency. We are a person-to-person Catholic
ministry that sees the face of Christ in the faces of those who are suffering.
They are families and individuals in our community on limited income who are
having problems paying their rent or utilities and may not even have enough
money to buy food or clothes for their children; right here in our parish and
East Lyme. By serving in the St. Agnes Conference of the Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul, you will be putting your faith into action and serving those who
are in need.
Men and women, in two-person teams, meet with those in need to bring them
food, financial assistance, or sometimes to just listen. Other ways to serve are
distributing food at Thanksgiving and Easter, distributing plants to the patients
at Bride Brook Rehabilitation Center, or having cookouts for the residents at
the Ahepa apartments. There is a place for everyone and everyone has a place
in God’s plan.
The work of SVdP is the Gospel message in action: I was hungry, I was thirsty,
I was a stranger, | was naked, I was sick, I was in prison and you cared. Chris-
tians have an obligation to serve others. Consider putting your faith into action
by joining the St. Agnes Conference of The Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
Parishioners from St. Matthias and St. Agnes are welcome.
To get more information about joining SVdP, please call (860) 389-0854 or
send an email to svdpnianticct@gmail.com with your name and phone num-
ber; use “Join SVdP” on the Subject line.
St. Agnes Conference of The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (not affiliated with

The St. Vincent de Paul Place in Norwich)

MASs ATTENDANCE & OFFERTORY COLLECTION
In an effort to maintain transparency, we will once again begin publishing the
attendance & offertory collection on a weekly basis. However, due to print
deadline schedules the information will be 2 weeks prior. It’s important to note
that there are many factors affecting the collection such as electronic giving,
mail in, vacation catch up contributions and the like. Please keep that in mind
when trying to make any analysis on the data being provided. There are many
“moving parts” so therefore, we will also be publishing a monthly snapshot of
all deposits as this approach will provide a better perspective of the offertory
received by each of our churches.

Weekend of Aug. 7 & 8 Attendance Offertory Collection
St. Agnes 561 $6,345
St. Matthias 203 $3,922

FAITH SHARING GROUPS
For The Parish Communities of St. John XXIII

Men’s Faith Sharing Group: Women’s Faith Sharing Group:
1** Saturday of each month 3 Thursday of each month
8 a.m. 7:15-8:45 p.m.
Contact Leo Letendre 269-599-5856 Contact Diane Letendre 636-236-9928

“h 3 1 Kristen Whewell

O~ &

Seamus Greaney




DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

GOSPEL MEDITATION

“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of other gods.” We
struggle with our gods. They appear in the forms of things like money,
power, prestige, popularity, privilege, and self-fulfillment. We like these
“g0ds” because they make us feel good and ask very little of us in return.
When we worship them, we worship ourselves. How can you go wrong
with that? We buy into the illusion that if something can give us a
comfortable life, free of want and need, then it is worth setting other things
aside to pursue it. In essence, we sell our souls. Our struggle with “who is
God” and to whom do we belong is a real one and one that can easily find
us empty and experiencing disillusionment.

The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised him more. We are
promised “more.” But in pursuing the more and the satisfying we lose
track of the cost, and the cost is great. We sacrifice our very life in pursuit
of something disguised as life. We sacrifice truth for something that only
“feels” true. While the true and real God certainly promises us many
things, many things are also required. It is not about the warm and secure
feelings and self-absorption the world wants to provide, but of giving
back. There can be no lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If we are in,
then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do some difficult things: work in
service of God’s kingdom (not our own), love our enemies, offer no
resistance to injury, that we must die to ourselves in order to find
ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us his flesh and blood to eat and
drink. These are hard things to accept and even harder to put into practice.
It is no wonder that many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, walk
away in pursuit of the more self-satisfying gods.

But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of Jesus Christ, then
where else will we find it? To whom can we go? There is only one source
of truth and life, Jesus Christ. Jesus has the words of eternal life and if we
do not go to him, then where else will we find this gift? But we must be
faithful and buy into the whole package deal that requires sacrifice and
fidelity. When we do, we find ourselves, through the Body and Blood of
Christ, connected to the Source of all life and then intimately bound with
our brothers and sisters. We all have to decide whether we want to stay or
go and if we can accept what Jesus has to say. It’s a choice we all have to
make.

Many are invited but few are chosen

-Matthew 2214

LIVE THE LITURGY

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Submission as Stewardship.

We aren’t comfortable with the idea of
submission. Our society champions
equality, and rightly so — but it’s a mis-
take to think that submission is at odds
with equality. To submit ourselves fully,
we must first be free. We must first be our
own masters. God has granted us that
freedom with the salvation He offers. We
are no longer the slaves of sin. Now He
asks us to be subordinate to one another, in
the name of Christ.

What a completely uncomfortable task!
What He’s asking is for us to be
subordinate to the person who irritates us
the most. The person we really can’t stand.
The person who doesn’t respect us or
appreciate what we have to offer. The
person we think we’re smarter than, more
talented than. The person we envy.

That’s the real challenge of stewardship,
isn’t it? Subordination. Inconveniencing
myself by giving of time, of money, of
relationship. Putting the needs or wants of
another above my own when they haven’t
done anything special to earn it.

I invite you to consider the cross — the
most radical expression of submission, and
of stewardship, that ever existed. If there
was ever someone who deserved
superiority, isn’t it the God who let
Himself be nailed to a tree, who gave so
freely of His life, His body, His blood, His
everything? To look at him in his agony is
to truly understand the beauty of
submission — of laying down what you
have for the good of the other.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Many people give their allegiance to something until it asks them to do something challenging or radical. Then, they find
themselves rethinking whether they want to be associated with it. The same holds for God. Either we serve God, or we
don’t. There can be no lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If we are in, then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do some
difficult things: work in service of God’s kingdom, love our enemies, offer no resistance to injury, and trust that the
Eucharist is in fact Jesus’ very Body and Blood. For some, buying into these things may prove too difficult and a return to
a life without them is preferred. But truth is truth and it can only be found in God. If we find it hard to accept it from the
mouth of Christ, where else can we go to find it? The task before us is to commit to the truth even when it may be easier
to pursue something else. Truth is always worth obtaining even when it is difficult. Jesus offers us the truth of life, a life

that is found in his own flesh and blood and a life of discipleship.

August 22, 2021 ¢ 215t Sunday in Ordinary Time | 5



COMMUNITY NEWS

THE DIOCESE OF NORWICH
OUTREACH TO HAITI MINISTRY

“..You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

This ministry serves the people of Haiti in the Christ Roi (Christ the King) neighborhood of Haiti’s capital city, Port-au-Prince, and in
thirteen parishes and communities in and around Port-au-Prince, through our Twining Program. Outreach to Haiti has been working in
Haiti for decades based on the foundation built by Haitian Ministries and Hospice St. Joseph.

St. Joseph (Hospice St. Joseph 1989). In 2002, the Congregation of St. Joseph reorganized their community and asked the Diocese of
Norwich to assume control of the Hospice. After Haiti suffered a devastating earthquake in January of 2010, the Most Reverend Michael
R. Cote, Bishop of the Diocese of Norwich, merged the two organizations later that year creating the Diocese of Norwich Outreach to
Haiti Ministry.

Our Mission is Helping Haitians help Haitians. As a sponsored ministry of the Diocese of Norwich, Outreach to Haiti is committed to
serving the people of Haiti in the spirit and values of the Gospel. Providing sacramental and spiritual support, we have a Medical Clinic
and Community Outreach Health Care Services, a Food and Nutritional Supplements Program, Education Sponsorships, Parish Twining
Opportunities, Community Development, and Hospitality for international visitors. Because jobs are had to come by in Haiti, we only
employ Haitians to staff positions in Haiti.

Haiti, the poorest and most densely populated country in the Western Hemisphere, literally sits on our nation’s doorstep. The majority of
the 11 million Haitians live on less than $2.41 a day or $880 a year. Fifty-seven percent of all Haitians do not receive recommended
immunizations and fifty percent of all children suffer from malnutrition (the leading cause of death in children aged five years and
younger). Haiti has two doctors for every 10,000 people, and the country has a total of approximately 125 ICU beds. There are very few
to no safety nets for Haitians as they encounter life’s problems.

As if this isn’t bad enough, the lives of our Haitian brothers and sisters have been made worse by ongoing political unrest, gang
violence, and the pandemic; which have led to rampant inflation and significant food shortages. More and more people are visiting our
clinic for medical aid, masks to protect themselves against COVID-19, and food for their families.

MEDICAL CLINIC, HEALTHCARE SERVICES & FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENT PROGRAM

Our clinic is staffed with Haitian doctors, nurses, health agents, a technician, and pharmacist. We have an onsite diagnostic laboratory
and pharmacy; we annually perform 5,500 or more lab tests that allow us to screen for and treat common diseases in Haiti that have a
huge impact on mortality and morbidity. Our small pharmacy is well stocked with prescription and over-the-counter medications.

Our staff also has ramped up services, supplies and food to meet the growing need of those infected by COVID-19 thus incurring
unforeseen expenses. Our staff purchased PPE, additional medical supplies, and reconfigured the clinic’s waiting area to isolate
suspected infected patients so services could continue during the infiltration of the pandemic. Haiti right now is experiencing a surge in
COVID-19 cases resulting in the shutdown of some of Haiti’s limited hospitals.

EDUCATION

Outreach sponsors approximately 200 or more students annually to attend primary, secondary, and post-secondary schools. These young
people would not be able to attend school without our help as most parents cannot afford to send their children to school. There are few
public schools and so private schools are the only option. We must help young people to earn an education and develop their God-given
potential to help themselves, their families, their communities, and their country.

Our secondary and post —secondary graduates help tutor and mentor younger students so they will succeed. Another program supports
girls in secondary schools who are more likely than boys to leave school when their grades dropt due to increased responsibilities at
home. We also offer workshops and programs on a variety of subject including English as a Second Language and a Computer Lab.

Another program-Fanm Avanse Kouynea (FAK): in English, Advancing Women Now! - is for women who have to support their
families. This life changing program works with disadvantaged women whose families depend on them. FAK provides women with
business skills training, micro-capital and loans, and coaching to build confidence and develop skills to become successful micro-
entrepreneurs. This enables women to support their families, send their children to school, continue their self-development, and lead
healthier lives.

We thank God daily for all that we are able to do because of friends and parishioners like you who support this much needed ministry to
help our brothers and sisters in Haiti. St. Matthew (22:37-39) reminds us of the message Jesus Christ shared, ... You shall love the
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. The second
is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.””

You can be a part of our diocesan ministry; the second collection on Aug. 27 & 28 is dedicated to help Outreach to Haiti. Thank you for
your generosity. Please pray for us and for Haiti. For more information visit www.outreachtohaiti.org.

We hope you will support us. God Bless you and thank you!
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