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GOSPEL MEDITATION �

March 14, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
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Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own 

spiritual house cleaning and spiritual refinement? 

Yes, there is! It has to do with listening and learning 

so that we can take up the task of the Gospel with 

greater clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual      

refocusing of Lent is necessary, the fruit of this    

Lenten conversion has much more to do with      

learning how we can be a better Church than it does 

about our eternal salvation. Salvation is a gift that 

flows out of God’s unconditional Mercy and cannot 

be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience 

as a result of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce 

the anxiety and apprehension we may experience      

as messengers of good, but very challenging, and   

unsettling, news.�

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t 

provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a 

word of God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a 

word of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the  

society in which it is being proclaimed, what gospel 

is that?” When we listen to those descriptive and  

provocative words, do they resonate with anything in 

our experience? As messengers of the Gospel, we are 

called to bring an unsettling message to the world. If 

our main concern is protecting our self�interests, then 

we are missing something huge! Many really struggle 

with being rejected, dismissed, or perceived as   

someone who is speaking out of turn. There is a 

counter cultural message that must be preached that 

clearly sides with the poor, marginalized, victimized, 

oppressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls 

throughout the world. There is a widespread misery 

among the peoples that is all too often allowed to    

fester with no one coming forward to offer a change 

or resolution.�

The Church can speak to the needed structural   

changes that will allow people to earn just wages, 

feed their families and share abundantly and equally 

in the gifts of God’s good earth. Such a vision is not 

some optimistic fairy tale, but the vision of the     

Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar 

Romero also states, that, “we are workers, not master 

builder, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a 

future not our own.” We are not called to labor     

simply for the benefit of the here and now but of the 

“what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be         

replaced by a more far reaching Lenten vision that is 

much greater and deeper in scope. As long as we are 

carrying the right blueprints with us and our thoughts 

extend beyond ourselves, then even the little things 

we do and the simplest prayer we utter go a long 

way. They give witness to our preference for the light 

of Christ and not the darkness of error and sin.�

�

And this is the verdict, that the light came into         

the world, but people preferred darkness to light,    

because their works were evil. For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not     

come toward the light, so that his works might         

not be exposed.      ~Jn 3:19�20�
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Saturday:� Gerardo Salazar Jr.�

� � by Jim and Grace Butler�

Sunday:� For The Parishioners�

� � Janina and Irena Finfando�

� � by The Marcinkowski Family�

Monday:� James Dwyer�

� � By Tom & Irene Gallagher�

Tuesday:� Joan Harrigan� �

� � by June Schott�

Wednesday:� Deacon Frank Gisoldi�

� � by Rene Ponce�

Thursday:      Bernadette Hughes� � � �

 by The Hughes Family�

Saturday:� Eugene Gartner & Daughter Denise�

� � by Joan Gartner�

Sunday:� FOR THE PARISHIONERS�

� � Lois Gleason�

� � by Mary Howe�

A warm Thank You to those who continue offertory 

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

Donations for week ending February 28th            

were $2,385.  Your donations may be placed in the 

basket when leaving mass; by mailing them to the 

church, or by signing up for online giving. �

Readings for the Week 

Saturday:� Hos 6:1�6; Lk 18:9�14�

Sunday:� 2 Chr 36:14�16, 19�23; Eph 2:4�10;             �

                           Jn 3:14�21; �

Monday:� Is 65:17�21; Jn 4:43�54�

Tuesday:� Ez 47:1�9, 12; Jn 5:1�16�

Wednesday:� Is 49:8�15; Jn 5:17�30�

Thursday:� Ex 32:7�14; Jn 5:31�47�

Friday:� � 2 Sm 7:4�5a, 12�14a, 16; �

                          Rom 4:13, 16�18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18�21, 24a�

Saturday:� Jer 11:18�20; Jn 7:40�53�

Sunday:� Jer 31:31�34; Heb 5:7�9; Jn 12:20�33�

�

�

“We are facing an enormous and dramatic 

clash between good and evil, death and life, 

the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life’. 

We find ourselves not only ‘faced with’ but 

necessarily ‘in the midst of’ this conflict: we 

are all involved and we all share in it, with     

the inescapable responsibility of choosing      

to be unconditionally pro�life” �

(The Gospel of Life 28).�

Celebrate Easter  

Holy Week Schedule 

�

~Holy Thursday, April 1 

Mass of The Lord’s Supper—7 pm 

 

~Good Friday, April 2 

Celebration of The Lord’s Passion—2 pm 

 

~Holy Saturday, April 3 

Easter Vigil Mass - 8 pm 

 

~Easter Sunday, April 4 

English Mass at 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Polish Mass at 2 pm�

�

�

Blessing of Easter Baskets 

Saturday, April 3rd at 12 noon 

St. Max parking lot 



�

�

�

�

�

St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr, pray for us �

Faith Formation Classes 

Updates and Reminders 

This year, students in the parish’s Faith Formation 

program in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

are learning about their faith using the 

online program My Catholic Faith     

Delivered. This year, the parish is      

covering all costs for the program. It’s 

not too late to get started if your child 

hasn’t already done so. For more information or if you 

need to reset your child’s login password, contact 

Melissa in the parish office. �

�

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH FORMATION        

STUDENTS WHO WILL CELEBRATE THE           

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION�

Prayers are also requested for our eighth grade          

students as they continue their formation for this     

Sacrament with  their teachers, Dr. Maureen            

Rinehimer and Mr. Bruce Reese. Confirmation will be 

held on Saturday, May 22, and Sunday, May 23.  �

� Zoe Bisono� � Nathaniel Cornejo�

� Patrick Domanski� Madelynn Drivon�

� Megan Hejnowicz� Dylan Horoszewski�

� Ayden Hull � � Klaudia Kononczuk�

� Gerald Negvesky� Michael Peterson�

� Jussette Suardi�

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Seekers               

discussion group meets live on Zoom every 

Tuesday morning at 10:30 a.m. 

New members are always     

welcome. For more information 

on how to join, contact Melissa 

in the parish office. We would 

love to “see” you. �

 DURING LENT…...�

Join the Polish Community of our parish for          

the devotion Gorzkie zale,                                  

translated Bitter Lamentations, during Lent,         

including Palm Sunday. �

These devotions, will be about 15 minutes each 

week, are sung in Polish with English translations 

available and include meditations read in English. 

Singing of some parts in English will be                

introduced beginning on March 14.�

�

Also, don’t miss the new online program              

Engage, brought to you by the                            

Word on Fire Institute.                                             

If you registered your email address                        

with the parish, you will automatically receive          

the Engage program via email.                                 

If you would like to share your email address       

with the parish, contact the office @ 570�646�6424. �

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM�

In order to understand and  appreciate the Sacrament   

of Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend 

Baptism preparation. Currently, preparation takes place 

online. A call to the parish office   

approximately four months before 

your child is due will make the 

scheduling of your pre�Baptism    

session easier and give you ample 

time to prepare for this Sacrament of 

Initiation to the life of grace. For more information, 

contact Melissa in the parish office. �

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH FORMATION        

STUDENTS WHO WILL CELEBRATE THE           

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION �

SATURDAY, MAY 1, �

DURING THE 4 P.M. MASS�

Prayers are requested for our second grade students as 

they continue their formation for this Sacrament with  

their teacher, Mrs. Ann Negvesky: �

Gunner Gonzalez�

Brendan Keane�

Torin Murphy�

Samantha Van Buskirk�

Bryan Vinci�

Lyssa Weaver �

�
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Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  -  Mary Howe 

Fr. John Boyle - Regina Chmil 

If you know someone in need of prayers �

and would like to have them added to this list, �

please call the Parish Office.�

God’s messengers always seem to get           

mocked. They speak a truth that some folks            

do not want to hear. While on the one hand we      

admire them, we also are quite happy keeping     

them at a distance. After all, they are not referring 

to me but someone else, aren’t they? We often 

wrongly conclude that because we may be more 

avant�garde, contemporary, politically sensitive, and                

untraditional, we are somehow more in the light 

than others. People tend to prefer darkness more 

than light, even the most spiritually sensitive among 

us. The light always carries with it the richness of 

God’s mercy and compassion which see beyond 

ideologies and concepts to relationships that        

cultivate life, earthly and eternal. Every hand of 

compassion and mercy extended to a human being 

must always point back to God. The call always   

involves ordering our lives in accord with our truth 

and essence of being. As God never forgets us, we 

must never forget God. Now is the time to take 

stock of our infidelity and return to the light, even 

though it is difficult to look at.�

HAVE THE BEST LENT EVER�

Best Lent Ever is a free email program through 

DynamicCatholic.com that can help to guide you on an 

incredible 40�day journey to become the best version of 

yourself. Sign up for free online at 

DynamicCatholic.com�to receive daily emails with 

short, inspirational videos; practical tips to incorporate 

into your everyday life; and encouraging stories from 

Matthew Kelly and the team from�Dynamic Catholic. �

ROSARY & �

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION�

�

EACH THURSDAY 

DURING LENT �

At 6:30 P.M.�

�

Deacon Tom will lead�

a Rosary �

�

and Eucharistic�

 Adoration �

          �

�

Stations of the Cross�

�

During Lent, the �

Stations of the Cross 

will take place every 

Wednesday�

after the 9:15 am Mass�

and at 7 pm.�

Confessions 

During Lent, on Mondays, �

from 9:45 to 10:15 �

              following daily Mass.�
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�

MASS SCHEDULE �

 Saturday 4 pm �

Sunday � 8:30 am & 10:30 am�

�

Daily Masses:  Mon.~Thurs. at 9:15 am �

All masses will be on a first come, first serve 

basis.  Overflow seating will be in the parish 

hall with live television. Everyone is required 

to wear a mask and ushers will take everyone 

to their seats, following social distancing     

protocols. We humbly ask for your patience 

and cooperation with this arrangement.�

�

To access the Masses live on Facebook � 

Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 8:30 & 10:30 

go to Facebook.com and in the search       

engine, type “St Maximilian Kolbe  Parish, �

Pocono Pines, PA.” �

�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

 RECOGNIZE GOD �

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Awake, O Sleeper!�

This morning came a little earlier than I would     

have liked � Daylight Savings Time always does. 

Sometimes that morning sunlight seems more      

intrusive than illuminating. You’re still half�lost in 

sleep, and that sun is demanding of you a lot more 

than you’re ready to give. �

I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just 

five more minutes.” You hit the “snooze” button on 

your iPhone once (maybe twice? Show of hands?) 

and turn away from the window.  �

So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast 

in their sleepy ways, rejecting the light their God 

tried to share with them. Likewise, John tells us 

that, though Light � Christ � was sent into the 

world, the world   preferred darkness. �

Sometimes it seems, when reading through       

Scripture, that all throughout salvation history, God 

has been trying to pull back the curtains, to rouse us 

from our defiant slumber. And we resist Him. Time 

and time again, we resist Him.�

Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It seems 

to compel productivity. Furthermore, there’s no   

hiding in the light. Any photographer worth his salt 

knows how to manipulate it, highlighting the good 

and casting some merciful shade on the bad. �

As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re  

getting so close to the main event. Can we handle 

the light that will come on Easter morning, bursting 

into the tomb as the stone is rolled away? Can we 

keep ourselves from hitting the “snooze” button on 

our souls, and sit up to face the dawn of a new day?                    

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

Online Masses will also continue on the        

Pocono Catholic YouTube site at   https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ. �

You can access this Mass featuring               

Father Sean and Father Gregg at any time     

on Saturday or Sunday. �

This 4th Sunday in Lent is called Laetare Sunday.�

On this Sunday, we look with expectation to the great 

Solemnity of Easter for which we have been preparing 

ourselves as a Church during the Lenten season. By its 

anticipation of the joy of Easter, Laetare Sunday is 

meant to give us hope and encouragement as we  

slowly progress towards the Paschal Feast. �
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? �

�  CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED �

Question: Why do priests wear a Roman collar? �

Answer: The practice of priests wearing the Roman collar          

developed in the mid�nineteenth century as an alternative to     

wearing the cassock which in some places was seen as impractical 

or which was even outlawed by anti�Catholic legislation. Since its 

introduction, it has taken different forms, and if you visit different 

countries today, you will see variation in what priests wear. �

The Code of Canon Law simply observes that priests wear 

“suitable ecclesiastical garb” according to the judgments of the   

national bishops conferences and local custom (no. 284). The US 

Bishops have instructed that outside of liturgical functions, a 

“black suit and Roman collar are the usual formal attire for priests. 

The use of the cassock is at the discretion of the cleric.” Priests 

who are members of religious communities are to follow the rules 

of their institute regarding the habit or other approved clothing. �

In the end, whether a priest wears the Roman collar, a religious 

habit, or, as is the case in many European countries, a suit and tie 

(to distinguish them from Protestant clergy who wear a collar) the 

goal of their clerical clothing is to serve as a sign of their           

commitment to guide and to serve, and to also allow them to be 

truly public figures because they are ordained for the service of all. �

Observances for the Week of March 14th�

Wednesday:  St. Patrick   March 17 is the Feast Day of Saint Patrick, one of the Church’s great 

evangelizing saints.�Although he is the patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick was actually born in 

Roman Britain in the fifth century. As a teenager, he was captured by Irish raiders and taken to 

Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep.�  It was during this time, that he discovered his own 

faith, finding strength through his relationship with God.  When he returned to Ireland, he     

furthered his education and studied for the priesthood and would later be ordained a bishop. 

Saint Patrick spent the rest of his life bringing the Good News of the Gospel to the people of 

Ireland, which was a pagan country at the time.� He is believed to have used the three leaves of the shamrock to explain 

the Holy Trinity, and the shamrock remains associated with the saint and the Trinity to this day.�

Friday, St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary: The just man was simply, joyfully, 

wholeheartedly obedient to God�in marrying Mary, in naming Jesus, in shepherding the precious 

pair to Egypt, in bringing them to Nazareth, in the undetermined number of years of quiet faith and 

courage. The Bible tells us nothing of Joseph in the years after the return to Nazareth except the  

incident of finding Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:41�51). Perhaps this can be taken to mean that God 

wants us to realize that the holiest family was like every other family, that the circumstances of life 

for the holiest family were like those of every family, so that when Jesus’ mysterious nature began  

to appear, people couldn’t believe that he came from such humble beginnings: “Is he not the             

carpenter’s son? Is not his mother named Mary…?” (Mt 13:55a). It was almost as indignant as     

“Can anything good come from Nazareth?” (Jn 1:46b). �

Thursday, St. Cyril:  On March 18, the Roman Catholic Church honors St. Cyril of            

Jerusalem, a fourth�century bishop and Doctor of the Church whose writings are still regarded 

as masterful expressions of Christian faith.  He is also remembered for his exhaustive Biblical 

knowledge, and his endurance in the face of misunderstanding and opposition. What we know 

of Cyril's life is gathered from information concerning him from his younger contemporaries, 

Epiphanius, Jerome, and Rufinus, as well as from the fifth�century historians, Socrates, 

Sozomen and Theodoret.  Cyril received an excellent education in classical Greek literature as 

well as the Bible. He was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Maximus of Jerusalem and succeeded him as bishop in 

348. During his early years as a bishop, most likely around 350, he delivered a series of lectures to new initiates of the 

Catholic Church. Twenty�four of the lectures have survived and are studied today. In a 2007 general audience, Pope 

Benedict XVI praised the saint for providing an “integral” form of Christian instruction, “involving body, soul, and   

spirit.” St. Cyril's teaching, the Pope said, “remains emblematic for the catechetical formation of Christians today.�

 

For God so loved  

the world that he gave 

his only Son,  

 so that everyone  

who believes in him 

might not perish  

but might have  

eternal life.  

(Jn 3:16) 
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