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Those preceding him as well as those following 

kept crying out: “Hosanna!�

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is 

to come! Hosanna in the highest!”�

Mk 11:9�10�

Many struggle with Jesus. Some who consider        

themselves faithful hail him in their churches but still 

struggle to figure out what to do with him on our 

streets. The message is somehow more palatable when 

it echoes pious renderings and sentiments and involves 

singing hosannas during worship. It becomes a bit   

trickier when it gets to the part about changing the way 

we conduct the business of our lives, becoming more 

sensitive to the disadvantaged, poor, and marginalized, 

and living as servants of our Loving Creator.             

Ultimately, it is a struggle between wanting to be God 

ourselves and letting God be God as God is. That’s why 

it’s so easy to become hypocritical. We, like those who 

hailed Christ as he arrived in Jerusalem and sent Christ 

to the cross to die, also talk out of both sides of our 

mouths. We entertain what suits us at the time and walk 

away from the rest.�

Many neglect God’s beautiful creation because they 

prefer what humans have made instead. Progress isn’t 

seen in preserving and enhancing what God has made 

but replacing it with something we believe is better and 

more useful.  The earth, flowers, and animals are all 

expendable if they stand in the way of the “more” we 

want to achieve. We seek to remove as many obstacles 

and hurdles as possible in search of the easiest,        

quickest, and most efficient path we can find. We have 

created drugs and laws that preserve our free choice, 

even though it may mean setting aside God’s vision and 

example. Why suffer when we can easily be put to rest? 

Why endure insult or injury when we can retaliate, 

eliminate or subdue? Why accept life when it is        

acceptable to choose otherwise? We want to be God 

and resist accepting the fact that our real Creator has 

already given us the blueprints for the life we need to 

live in the Beatitudes and in the example of his Passion. 

We don’t like being stewards and managers and really 

want the power to do as we wish and desire.  We want 

to create our own way.�

Where has the true, effective Christian voice been 

through all of the wars and violence, prejudice and   

unjust conquests, abuse of human beings and attempted 

extinctions of nationalities, the establishments of       

procedures and protocols that serve only a few and not 

the many and all of the injustices and exploitations that 

are a part of our human history? A few courageous 

prophets have stood up and out throughout all of the 

comings and goings of our human journey with many 

receiving the same fate as the Crucified One we hail 

this week. Some still walk among us as shining stars 

showing us how it really can be. How would Jesus’ 

journey have ended if he lived life as we do? Unless we 

encounter the good with the bad, the just with the     

unjust, the grace with the sin, the glory with the cross, 

the death with the life we most certainly risk rendering 

God obsolete. After all, haven’t we already convinced 

ourselves that we can do better?�

�
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Saturday:� Anne Marie Alcamo�

� � by Nat Alcamo�

Sunday:� FOR THE PARISHIONERS�

� � Deacon Frank Gisoldi�

� � by Claire DeCicco�

Monday:� Howard Hunt�

� � by Mildred Hunt�

Tuesday:� Deacon Frank Gisoldi�

� � by Diane Royall�

Wednesday:� Joan Dolan�

� � by Tom & Irene Gallagher�

Thursday:� Deacon Frank Gisoldi�

� � by Claire Dembinski�

Saturday:� Loretta Stodnick�

� � by Knights of Columbus #13752�

Sunday:� Easter Mass Intentions�

� � FOR THE PARISHIONERS�

 �

 BREAD & WINE: For Victims of Abortion�

A warm Thank You to those who continue offertory 

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

Donations for week ending March 14th were not 

available at time of this printing. Your donations 

may be placed in the basket when leaving mass; by 

mailing to the church, or by online giving. �

Readings for the Week 

Sunday:� Mk 11:1�10; Phil 2:6�11; �

� � Mk 14:1�15:47�

Monday:� Is 42:1�7; Jn 12:1�11�

Tuesday:� Is 49:1�6; Jn 13:21�33, 36�38�

Wednesday:� Is 50:4�9a; Mt 26:14�25�

Thursday Evening Mass: Ex 12:1�8, 11�14; 1 �

                          Cor 11:23�26; Jn 13:1�15�

Friday:� � Is 52:13�53:12; Heb 4:14�16; 5:7�9; �

                          Jn 18:1�19:42�

Saturday Vigil:  Gn 1:1�2:2; Gn 22:1�18; Ex 14:15�15:1; �

                           Ex 15:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 17�18; Is 54:5�14;�

             Is 55:1�11; Is 12:2�3, 4, 5�6; Bar 3:9�15, 32�4:4; �

                Ez 36:16�17a, 18�28; Rom 6:3�11; Mk 16:1�7�

Sunday:           Acts 10:34a, 37�49; Col 3:1�4; Jn 20:1�9;7�

�

Celebrate Easter 

~Holy Week Schedule~ 

�

~Palm Sunday– March 28th 

Masses: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 

�

Wednesday– Stations after 9:15 am Mass 

 

~Holy Thursday, April 1 

Mass of The Lord’s Supper—7 pm 

 

~Good Friday, April 2 

Celebration of The Lord’s Passion—2 pm 

Stations of the Cross—7 pm 

 

~Holy Saturday, April 3 

Easter Vigil Mass - 8 pm 

Blessing of Easter Baskets @ 12 noon 

in the church parking lot 

 

~Easter Sunday, April 4 

English Mass at 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Polish Mass at 2 pm�

“There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures of 

sharing, big or small, which build up an authentic culture 

of life… Part of this daily heroism is also the silent          

but effective and eloquent witness of all those ‘brave 

mothers who devote themselves to their own family     

without reserve, who suffer in giving birth to their children 

and who are ready to make any effort, to face any          

sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the best of         

themselves’… We thank you, heroic mothers, for your  

invincible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust in 

God and in his love. We thank you for the sacrifice of 

your life”         (The Gospel of Life 86). �
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Faith Formation Classes 

Updates and Reminders 

This year, students in the parish’s Faith Formation 

program in grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 

are learning about their faith using the 

online program My Catholic Faith     

Delivered. This year, the parish is      

covering all costs for the program. It’s 

not too late to get started if your child 

hasn’t already done so. For more information or if you 

need to reset your child’s login password, contact 

Melissa in the parish office. �

�

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH FORMATION        

STUDENTS WHO WILL CELEBRATE THE           

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION�

Prayers are also requested for our eighth grade          

students as they continue their formation for this     

Sacrament with  their teachers, Dr. Maureen            

Rinehimer and Mr. Bruce Reese. Confirmation will be 

held on Saturday, May 22, and Sunday, May 23.  �

� Zoe Bisono� � Nathaniel Cornejo�

� Patrick Domanski� Madelynn Drivon�

� Megan Hejnowicz� Dylan Horoszewski�

� Ayden Hull � � Klaudia Kononczuk�

� Gerald Negvesky� Michael Peterson�

� Jussette Suardi�

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture Seekers               

discussion group meets live on Zoom every 

Tuesday morning at 10:30 a.m. 

New members are always     

welcome. For more information 

on how to join, contact Melissa 

in the parish office. We would 

love to “see” you. �

 DURING LENT…...�

Join the Polish Community of our parish for          

the devotion Gorzkie zale,                                  

translated Bitter Lamentations, during Lent,         

including Palm Sunday. �

These devotions, will be about 15 minutes each 

week, are sung in Polish with English translations 

available and include meditations read in English.       

Singing of some parts in English .                �

�

Also, don’t miss the new online program              

Engage, brought to you by the                            

Word on Fire Institute.                                             

If you registered your email address                        

with the parish, you will automatically receive          

the Engage program via email.                                 

If you would like to share your email address       

with the parish, contact the office @ 570�646�6424. �

�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM�

In order to understand and  appreciate the Sacrament   

of Baptism, expectant parents are required to attend 

Baptism preparation. Currently, preparation takes place 

online. A call to the parish office   

approximately four months before 

your child is due will make the 

scheduling of your pre�Baptism    

session easier and give you ample 

time to prepare for this Sacrament of 

Initiation to the life of grace. For more information, 

contact Melissa in the parish office. �

GOD BLESS OUR FAITH FORMATION        

STUDENTS WHO WILL CELEBRATE THE           

SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION �

SATURDAY, MAY 1, �

DURING THE 4 P.M. MASS�

Prayers are requested for our second grade students as 

they continue their formation for this Sacrament with  

their teacher, Mrs. Ann Negvesky: �

Gunner Gonzalez�

Brendan Keane�

Torin Murphy�

Samantha Van Buskirk�

Bryan Vinci�

Lyssa Weaver �

�
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Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  -  Mary Howe 

Fr. John Boyle - Regina Chmil 

If you know someone in need of prayers �

and would like to have them added to this list, �

please call the Parish Office.�

�

What an ironic twist of events! Jesus is hailed with 

palm branches as he comes down a street one minute 

and faces agonizing suffering and death on a cross the 

next. Does any of this make any sense? They shouted, 

“hosanna to our King,” out of one side of their 

mouths and, “crucify him,” out of the other. At first 

glance it seems like such hypocrisy. Yet, when we 

step back there may be more truth to the story than we 

care to admit. We struggle with Jesus. We hail him in 

our churches but struggle to figure out what to do 

with him on our streets. We are fine when we hear 

pious renderings of his messages and preaching but 

wince when it gets to the part about changing the way 

we conduct business and becoming more sensitive to 

the disadvantaged, poor and marginalized. We invoke 

God’s name when we want victory and keep silence 

when it comes to global solidarity. We talk out of 

both sides of our mouths too, looking only to what 

works or suits us at the time and leaving the rest. 

There exists in each one of us a person who hails     

our King with hosannas and a person who is all too      

willing to choose Jesus over Barabbas for the cross. 

Something to think about this Holy Week! �

�

Stations of the Cross 

�

During Holy Week: 

Wednesday  

after 9:15 am Mass 

and also on  

Good Friday at 7 pm. 

Confessions 

During Lent, on Mondays, �

from 9:45 to 10:15�

following daily Mass.�

VIRTUAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP�

This can be a difficult time to navigate grief, 

particularly during this ongoing period of social 

distancing. Please consider joining the virtual 

grief support group offered by Cathedral of 

Saint Peter Parish in Scranton. �

Anyone is welcome; you do not have to         

be a member of the parish to participate.          

The group will convene online, Wednesday        

evenings 6:30 to 7:30. The dates of the virtual 

meetings will be April 7, 14, 21 and 28. �

For more information, please contact:�

Deacon Ed Shoener at 570�814�5133 or at 

570�344�7231.�
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MASS SCHEDULE �

 Saturday 4 pm �

Sunday � 8:30 am & 10:30 am�

�

Daily Masses:  Mon.~Thurs. at 9:15 am �

All masses will be on a first come, first serve    

basis.  Overflow seating will be in the parish hall 

with live television. Everyone is required to wear a 

mask and ushers will take everyone to their seats, 

following social distancing  protocols. We humbly 

ask for your patience and cooperation with this 

arrangement.�

To access the Masses live on Facebook �    

Saturday @ 4 pm; Sunday @ 8:30 & 10:30 go 

to Facebook.com and in the search engine, 

type “St Maximilian Kolbe  Parish, �

Pocono Pines, PA.” �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

 RECOGNIZE GOD �

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

�

Walk Every Step with Christ�

Holy Week is a week for being mindful. We 

must set loose the baggage of Lent, and not be 

deterred by the dazzling sunrise of Easter 

morning beckoning in the distance.�

It’s okay for us to be excited for Easter. We’ve 

waited so long, after all. In my opinion it’s one 

of the best feelings there is: the yearning we 

have in our hearts for the Resurrection as we 

embark on Palm Sunday. And in a purely        

logical sense, many of us have Easter celebra-

tions for which we are preparing, and practical 

considerations to contend with. It’s going to     

be a busy week, one likely full of happy              

distractions. �

But my friends, we simply must keep our feet 

on the ground. Let’s not “skip” Holy Week.     

Resist the urge to flip to the last page of the 

book, to fast�forward to the final scene of the 

movie. Don’t rob yourself of the journey. This 

week is a blessed opportunity. It is this week 

that teaches us who we are. In the span of     

the Triduum, we have the birthday of the         

priesthood, the institution of the Eucharist, the 

sacrifice on Calvary and so many other vivid 

and meaningful scenes. �

It may sound strange, to advise someone to 

savor the moments of Holy Week. There are so 

many violent and heartrending moments, after 

all. But this is the valley of tears, remember � 

we are not in Heaven yet. And here, in our   

fallen, sin�filled world, it is the heartrending        

moments that seem to matter the most. �

Online Masses will also continue on the        

Pocono Catholic YouTube site at   https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UC_38MQDvW5w347cmZpbTDgQ. �

You can access this Mass featuring               

Father Sean and Father Gregg at any time     

on Saturday or Sunday. �

Top of The Mountain 

Ecumenical Council�

operates the Food Pantry �

located at Five Loaf 

House in Pocono Pines.�

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED �

to support easter meals�

Now through Easter Sunday….�

You can make a one time donation�

 or Create a Recurring Donation�

Set up your option online at the St. Max website. 

Go to the link “Give” on our website homepage.�

Hi St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish Family, ��

It has come to our attention that posters advertising 

a Mass in the Polish language at St. Stanislaus      

Cathedral in Scranton have been distributed in        

our area. Our parish just wants to make people 

aware that this Mass is not a Roman Catholic     

Mass. This is the cathedral of the Polish National 

Catholic Church which broke away from the Roman 

Catholic Church in 1897.�
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A Message from the Most Reverend Joseph Bambera, Bishop of Scranton:�

“The COVID�19 pandemic has caused tremendous grief and fear in our country and world over the last year, leaving 

more than 500,000 dead in the United States alone.�

“I want to be clear and concise in my pastoral guidance regarding COVID�19 vaccines. Given the grave danger this 

virus poses, it is morally acceptable to receive any of the current COVID�19 vaccines that have been determined to be 

clinically safe and effective. This position is supported by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.  “People 

should not delay getting a vaccine. Receiving a vaccine not only protects an individual’s health but also serves the  

common good by protecting the community � including the weak and vulnerable.  “While fully recognizing the       

complex moral and ethical issues involved in vaccine development, at this time, most people are not being given a true 

choice of which vaccine they receive, and likely won’t be able to make such a choice without a lengthy delay.  “Given 

that risk to public health, the faithful can in good conscience receive any of the current vaccines.”�

To view the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’s December 2020 Note on the Morality of Using some            

anti�COVID vaccines, please see the following link: http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/

documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_ nota�vaccini�anticovid_en.html�

Note on the morality of using some anti�Covid�19 vaccines (21 December 2020) �Vatican<http://www.vatican.va/

roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota�vaccini�anticovid_en.html>[EN � I T 

� ES � PT] CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH . �

Note on the morality of using some anti�Covid�19 vaccines . The question of the use of vaccines, in general, is often at 

the center of controversy in the forum of public opinion.  www.vatican.va�

Faithfully yours in Christ,�

†Joseph C. Bambera�

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.�

Bishop of Scranton�

Easter Triduum�

The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum�from the 

evening of Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday. Though 

chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding 

for us the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery.�

The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the Lenten 

season, and leads to the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at the 

Easter Vigil.�

The liturgical services that take place during the Triduum are:�

�� Mass of the Lord's Supper�

�� Good Friday of the Lord's Passion�

�� Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord�

Throughout these three days, we experience the highs and lows       

in our faith, ending with the ultimate high � the new life of the   

resurrection. The Easter Season begins with the Easter Vigil, and we 

enter a time (50 days) when endless “Alleluias” will ring out 

throughout all of our liturgical celebrations. May you experience the 

joy of new life in your own way this Easter Season. �

Have a happy and blessed Easter! �
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