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August 22, 2021 

21st Sunday in  

Ordinary Time  -  Year B 

  

“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service 

of other gods.” We struggle with our gods. They   

appear in the forms of things like money, power, 

prestige, popularity, privilege, and self-fulfillment. 

We like these “gods” because they make us feel good 

and ask very little of us in return. When we worship 

them, we worship ourselves. How can you go wrong 

with that? We buy into the illusion that if something 

can give us a comfortable life, free of want and need, 

then it is worth setting other things aside to pursue it. 

In essence, we sell our souls. Our struggle with “who 

is God” and to whom do we belong is a real one and 

one that can easily find us empty and experiencing 

disillusionment. 

The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised 

him more. We are promised “more.” But in pursuing 

the more and the satisfying we lose track of the cost, 

and the cost is great. We sacrifice our very life in 

pursuit of something disguised as life. We sacrifice 

truth for something that only “feels” true. While the 

true and real God certainly promises us many things, 

many things are also required. It is not about the 

warm and secure feelings and self-absorption the 

world wants to provide, but of giving back. There 

can be no lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If we 

are in, then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do some 

difficult things: work in service of God’s kingdom 

(not our own), love our enemies, offer no resistance 

to injury, that we must die to ourselves in order to 

find ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us his 

flesh and blood to eat and drink. These are hard 

things to accept and even harder to put into practice. 

It is no wonder that many, who may be attracted       

to Jesus at first, walk away in pursuit of the more      

self-satisfying gods. 

But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips 

of Jesus Christ, then where else will we find it? To 

whom can we go? There is only one source of truth 

and life, Jesus Christ. Jesus has the words of eternal 

life and if we do not go to him, then where else will 

we find this gift? But we must be faithful and buy 

into the whole package deal that requires sacrifice 

and fidelity. When we do, we find ourselves, through 

the Body and Blood of Christ, connected to the 

Source of all life and then intimately bound with our 

brothers and sisters. We all have to decide whether 

we want to stay or go and if we can accept what   

Jesus has to say. It’s a choice we all have to make. 

Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also 

want to leave?” Simon Peter answered him, 
“Master, to whom shall we go ? You have 

the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and are convinced that you are the 

Holy One of God.”     Jn 6:67-69 
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Saturday: Anne Marie Alcamo 

  by Nat Alcamo 

Sunday 8:30: For The Parishioners 

 10:30: Jeff Ford 

  by Pat and John Connors 

Monday: Mrs. Ellip Petruci 

  by Ken Hall 

Tuesday: JoEllen Lindh D’Amrosio 

  by Aline Lynch 

Wednesday: Communion Service 

Thursday: Communion Service 

Saturday: Jane Renz  

  by The Family 

Sunday 8:30: For The Parishioners 

            10:30: Constantine Gilbert 

  by Judy Grace  

A Warm Thank You to those who continue offertory    

support to our parish during these difficult times.  

 Donations for August 8th were  $4,571. 

Special Donation $7,500. 

Readings for the Week 

Saturday     Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Mt 23:1-12 

Sunday:       Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Eph 5:21-32;     

          Jn 6:60-69 

Monday:      1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday:      Rv 21:9b-14; Jn 1:45-51 

Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday:    1 Thes 3:7-13; Mt 24:42-51 

Friday:         1 Thes 4:1-8; Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday:     1 Thes 4:9-11; Mt 25:14-30 

Sunday:        Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27,  

                      Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Note:   Confessions are held 

on Saturdays in the church from 

 4 to 4:45 pm.  

Other times by appointment only. 

                  Sanctuary Light 

      In Memory of Peggy Bostwick 

                

         Bread and Wine  

      For Victims of Abortion 

 

    Altar Flowers  

   Available for your Intention 

Katie Scully  ~  Eileen Long - Geri Williams   

Mary DeWaters  ~  Elaine Madere 

Regina Chmil ~ Marge McDonald 

Charles Brunner ~ Lillian Bellis   

Wojciech Trochimowicz ~ John Scomillio 

If you know someone in need of prayers  

and would like to have them added to this list,  

please call the Parish Office. 

Please note:    
Our Summer Schedule for Saturday Mass 

at 5 pm continues throughout the summer       

until September 12th, 

 when mass will return to 4 pm. 
Sunday Masses: 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Daily Mass: 9:15 am, Mon-Thurs. (no mass Fri) 

ST. MAX PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 

10 am to 1 pm 
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Faith Formation 

September 2021-Registration 

 

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Scripture 
Seekers discussion group meets live     
on Zoom every Tuesday morning at 
10:30 a.m. New members are always 
welcome. For more information on 

how to join, contact Judy in the parish office. We 
would love to “see” you.  

ONLINE SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

 

 

St Max restarting Little Rock Scripture Group 

on October 12th, at 10 am 
Back in March of 2020, before the pandemic hit the 
Poconos, the Little Rock Scripture Group started   
studying “Life Eternal”.  Because of the length of time 
elapsed we need to start over with the same program. 
I need to know if you plan to attend these sessions and 
how many of you have books.  A study set can be    
ordered for you if you do not have one.  
If you have not received an email about this and you 
would like to be included, please let me know. 
Please contact me in the Parish Office if you have any 
questions. 570-646-6424. 

Thank you, Judy Grace,  
Director of Religious Education 

  
 

Living to the  Max Youth Group  

 Meets  bi -weekly    

Download the “Remind” app and search “Youth 

Group” so you can get updates about the group,    

meeting dates, etc.   

Schedule: 

August 25th:   Meeting 7-8:45pm 

August 28th-:   TBD—Youth Group Outing 

Summer is almost half over and school is right around 

the corner. Faith Formation Classes begin on      

Sunday, September 19th.  

Those classes preparing for Sacraments, 1st & 2nd 

for Reconciliation and First Communion, and 7th   

& 8th for Confirmation, will meet here at St. Max. 

Class times are Sundays at 9:00 A.M. until 10:15 

A.M. 

The cost of these classes is $20.00 per child to cover 

expenses. 

 Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have virtual classes. There 

is no cost to parents for these classes. However, family 

involvement is encouraged. Each lesson is only about 

40 minutes. If you have any problems understanding 

how to proceed with virtual classes, please let me 

know. The teachers and I will be more than happy to 

help any way we can. 

 Registration forms are available in the office during 

office hours – Monday- Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm. 

Summer is almost half over and school is right around 

the corner. Faith Formation Classes begin on      

Sunday, September 19th.  

Those classes preparing for Sacraments, 1st & 2nd 

for Reconciliation and First Communion, and 7th   

& 8th for Confirmation, will meet here at St. Max. 

Class times are Sundays at 9:00 A.M. until 10:15 

A.M. 

The cost of these classes is $20.00 per child to cover 

expenses. 

 Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have virtual classes. There 

is no cost to parents for these classes. However, family 

involvement is encouraged. Each lesson is only about 

40 minutes. If you have any problems understanding 

how to proceed with virtual classes, please let me 

know. The teachers and I will be more than happy to 

help any way we can. 

 Registration forms are available in the office during 

office hours – Monday- Thursday, 10 am to 1 pm. 

Do you have children who want to serve as an     
Altar Server? Or are you an adult that can help as 
an Altar Server during weekday masses, such as 
funerals or Holy Days of Obligation?  Anyone who 
has received First Holy Communion is eligible to 
be an Altar Server.  
Do you want to feel closer to Jesus? Consider     
volunteering as a Eucharistic Minister. Call the   
parish office to get scheduled for an upcoming 
training. 

Altar Server Training:  
Wednesday, Aug. 25th at 4 pm;  
Saturday, Aug. 28th at 10 am;  
Sunday, Aug. 29 at 9:30 am 

 
Eucharistic Minister Training:  

Sunday, Aug. 22 at 11:30 am;  
Tuesday, Aug. 24 at 6:30 pm;  

Wednesday, Sept. 1 at 6:30 pm 
~Please Note that this training is for both current 
and new volunteers. Contact Juli in the Parish     
office for more information. 570-646-6424. 
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Submission as Stewardship 
We aren’t comfortable with the idea of submission. Our society champions equality, and rightly so — but 

it’s a mistake to think that submission is at odds with equality. To submit ourselves fully, we must first 

be free. We must first be our own masters. God has granted us that freedom with the salvation He offers. 

We are no longer the slaves of sin. Now He asks us to be subordinate to one another, in the name of 

Christ. 

What a completely uncomfortable task! What He’s asking is for us to be subordinate to the person who 

irritates us the most. The person we really can’t stand. The person who doesn’t respect us or appreciate 

what we have to offer. The person we think we’re smarter than, more talented than. The person we envy.  

That’s the real challenge of stewardship, isn’t it? Subordination. Inconveniencing myself by giving of 

time, of money, of relationship. Putting the needs or wants of another above my own when they haven’t 

done anything special to earn it. 

I invite you to consider the cross — the most radical expression of submission, and of stewardship, that 

ever existed. If there was ever someone who deserved superiority, isn’t it the God who let Himself be 

nailed to a tree, who gave so freely of His life, His body, His blood, His everything?  

To look at him in his agony is to truly understand the beauty of submission — of laying down what you 

have for the good of the other.                     — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  

- CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: We live in a country that upholds the         

separation of Church and state. What is the role of   

Catholics in society?  The role of the Church in the 

world has taken different forms over time, but the 

theme is the same. Be disciples in it! As the lay faithful 

— that is, not vowed priest or religious — we are called 

to live and love in the circumstances of our daily lives. 

St. John Paul II wrote a document about the laity.     

In it he wrote, “In their situation in the world God 

manifests His plan and communicates to them their 

particular vocation of seeking the Kingdom of God by 

engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them    

according to the plan of God” (On the Lay Members of 

Christ’s Faithful, 15). 

God wants us in the hospitals, the board rooms, the law 

offices, the food pantries, and the little league games! 

We are to engage in the affairs of the world. But when 

we’re there, we should live the plan of God. We need to 

respect those around us, engage in just business and 

legal practices, and love our children. We should care 

for the earth, use our money wisely, and get to know 

our neighbors. We must advocate for social policies 

that respect human dignity and human freedom. No 

matter our state in life, we are invited to build the 

kingdom of God!     ©LPi 

2021 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 
The St. Maximilian golf 
tournament was a great 

success, due in part of the 
many generous business 
sponsors, and prize donors. A copy of all 
the sponsors and donors, are included in 

the bulletin. Please patronize these          
businesses, as they were all very            
generous in these trying times.  

  
As well, we extend an immense 

“Thank You”  by name,  
to the committee members for their 

tireless efforts: 
   

Mike Castellano,  

Kathy Dechiaro,  Tom Hughes,  

Bridget and Drew Limiti, 

 Pat Quigley,  Jack Sadowsli,  

Dan Stockman,  Nat Alcamo  

 

And last, but not least, to our golfers, 
who were obviously vital to our success! 
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It’s easy to join our parish ! 

Go to: stmaxkolepoconos.org 

and click Join.  
Fill in your basic information & a member of our  

parish staff will contact you. Or, call the parish office 

570-646-6424 for a registration form.  

NEXT WEEKEND IS THE 

Collection for Women’s Resources of      

Monroe County – August 28 & 29 - 

This is a corrected date.  
Bins will be placed by the church exits for your    

donated items, which will be used at their local 

shelter.  Women’s Resources’ mission is, “To end 

domestic and sexual violence for all women,    

children and men in our community.”   

They have supplied this Shelter Wish List:  Gift 

Cards (Walmart, Weis, Shop-Rite, Giant), Dish 

Soap, Laundry Detergent, Hair Brushes,         

Deodorant, Journals, Cleaning Supplies (any 

kind), Mops, Brooms, Disposable Gloves, Lysol 

Disinfectant Spray & Cleaners, Paper Products 

(bath tissue, paper towels, tissues), Trash Bags, 

Tin Foil, Can Openers, Twin Blankets &        

Comforters, Twin Quilted Mattress Covers,    

Towels, Coffee, Sugar, Condiments (ketchup, 

mayo, spices, seasonings).  The women, children 

and men served by Women’s Resources thank you!  
 

Due to the steady increase of COVID-19 the     
committee decided we could not safely host a   

Community dinner in September.  The October 
24th dinner date remains tentative.   

Guidelines from the CDC, the Diocese of Scranton 

and Father Sean will determine if dinners can be 

held. 

October 16th & 17th –     

 “Essentials” Collection for Family Promise of 

Monroe County 

Please check future bulletins and posted flyers   

for more information.   The Committee sincerely           

appreciates the continued support of Father Sean, 

St Maximilian Kolbe Parish 

Social Concerns Schedule of Activities 

A Letter From Bishop Bambera 
 

August 6, 2021 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Caring for the health, safety and spiritual well-being of 

all parishioners- and our entire community- has been 

my priority since the beginning of the COVID-19     

pandemic. The Diocese of Scranton has made every   

effort to implement best practices in public health- and 

has been continuously evaluating policies, monitoring 

data and consulting with healthcare experts. I want to 

assure you that these efforts continue to this day. 

It is now evident that this global health crisis continues 

to linger- especially with the delta variant–, which  

medical experts explain is more infectious, and can 

spread more aggressively, than previous virus strains. 

As the Diocese of Scranton looks forward to welcoming        

the faithful back to the celebration of Mass with the          

reinstatement of our obligation as Christians to worship 

on Sundays and Holy Days beginning August 15, it is 

imperative that we maintain the accessibility of the 

Eucharist in a safe environment. 

I am strongly recommending that all parishioners wear a 

mask while attending Mass – regardless of vaccination 

status. While masks will not be mandated in our parishes 

at this time, we must all continue to be vigilant against 

this emerging health threat.   

In fact, as Catholics, we have a responsibility to protect 

our friends and neighbors. In order to safeguard our 

community, I have also requested that altar servers    

wear masks and all Priests, Deacons and Extraordinary     

Ministers return to wearing masks during the distribu-

tion of Holy Communion. 
 

To view the balance of this letter, published on the      

Diocese of Scranton website go to :    

 https://www.dioceseofscranton.org/about/about-the-

bishop/bishops-letters/ 
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Many people give their allegiance to     

something until it asks them to do       
something challenging or radical. Then, 

they find themselves rethinking whether 
they want to be associated with it. The 
same holds for God. Either we serve God, 

or we don’t. There can be no lukewarm 
stance with    regard to faith. If we are in, 
then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do 

some difficult things: work in service of 
God’s kingdom, love our enemies, offer no 

resistance to injury, and trust that the  
Eucharist is in fact Jesus’ very Body and 
Blood. For some, buying into these things 

may prove too difficult and a return to a 
life without them is preferred. But truth is 

truth and it can only be found in God.  If 
we find it hard to accept it from the mouth 
of Christ, where else can we go to find it? 

The task before us is to commit to the 
truth even when it may be easier to pursue 
something else. Truth is always worth   

obtaining even when it is difficult. Jesus 
offers us the truth of life, a life that is 

found in his own flesh and blood and a life 
of discipleship. 

FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK 
Monday:   St. Rose of Lima, Virgin  
Born in Lima (Peru) in 1586; died there on 24 August 
1617. Noted for her radiant love of God and for the  
severe penance and hardships she endured during       
serious illness. She was the first saint of the Americas 
to be canonized (1671). According to legend, she      
accurately predicted the date of her death. She is the 
patroness of embroiderers, gardeners, florists, those 
who suffer ridicule for their piety, and people who     
suffer family problems.  
Tuesday:   St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
Named in the list of apostles and generally identified 
with Nathaniel of Cana, the “Israelite without 
guile” (John 1:47) who was led to Jesus by the apostle 
Philip (Feast: 3 May). Said to have preached the gospel 
in India and in Armenia, where tradition indicates he 
was martyred. He was one of those to whom Jesus     
appeared on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias after his 
resurrection.   
Wednesday: St. Louis       
Born at Poissy, France in 1214; died near Tunis,       
Tunisia on Aug.26,1270. Regarded as a model Christian 
king at a time of high cultural achievement, but led two 
disastrous crusades, on the second of which he died of 
typhoid. He was noted for his impartial justice, for his 
care of the poor and the sick, and for honoring his word. 
He is one of the patrons of the Secular Franciscan      
Order. Louis united France, lords and townsfolk,      
peasants, priests and knights.  
Wednesday:  St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest   
A lawyer, theologian, and presbyter who gave away 
much of his family fortune and devoted himself to 
providing free education for poor children in Rome. 
Founded the Clerks Regular of the Christian Schools 
(Piarists) & suffered many trials in later life at the hands 
of jealous colleagues & Church authorities. Noted      
especially for his patience in the midst of suffering.  
 
Friday:  St. Monica  
She undertook many years of penance and prayer for 
her brilliant but wayward son, Augustine, whose Feast 
is tomorrow. Following his conversion and baptism in 
Milan, she died at the beginning of her journey home to 
Africa. She was well noted for her parental devotion, 
patience, and persistence in prayer.  
 
Saturday:   St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church. Born at Tagaste, Algeria in 354; died at      
Hippo, Tunisia in 430. He taught in Carthage, Rome, 
and Milan. Baptized in 387, together with his son,     
after a long inner struggle and under the influence of           
St Ambrose and the prayers of his mother, St. Monica. 
He was Bishop of Hippo for thirty-four years and lived 
a communal life with his clergy and served the many 
needs of his people at a time of political and cultural 
collapse. Honored as a model pastor, preacher and    
writer whose thought has had an enduring influence in 
Christian history.  

Renee’ Puchalski from LPi, our bulletin printer, is working to 
secure new ads for our bulletin. Please consider purchasing 
an ad, sponsoring a charity, or in Memory of a Loved One. 
Your participation makes our bulletin successful, and you 
attract customers! 

Renee’ S Puchalski 
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Pocono Podiatry Associates
Dr. Carol Latzanich • Dr. Scott Kissell

FAMILY FOOT CARE
Mt. Pocono • E. Stroudsburg

570-839-3668 • 570-424-1031

www.BolockFuneralHome.com

Bolock
funeral home, inc.
Michael J. Bolock, Supervisor
570.839.3535
6148 Paradise Valley rd, cresco

family owned
and operated

www.csiasphalt.com 
(570) 809-3801

1 (800) SEALCOAT 
(570/272 only)

Sealcoating • INFRARED Repairs 
Hot Crack Sealing • Line Striping

Dr. Ronald C. O’Boyle
Family Dentistry

Mt. Pocono
Professional Centre

Hours by Appointment Only

570-839-8065

570-421-3591 • 1045 Dreher Ave., Stroudsburg
COLBY BURNETT

Third Generation Memorial Craftsman
All Types of Cemetery Memorials
www.stroudsburggranite.com

i
n
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Family 
Owned 
Since
1953!

Great
Service
Great
Price!

modern
gas sales

Our Low Prices
NEVER Change!

20# BBQ Tank Refills 
Only $9.95! 

New 20# Tank with Gas
Only $29.95!

new customer specials, 
call us for details!

363 Possinger Drive, Tannersville

570-620-9982

Lake Naomi, Timber Trails, & Pinecrest Lake
Dembinski Realty Company

Claire Dembinski ~ Real Estate Broker
Office: 570.646.7463

Online: www.PoconoPinesLiving.com
Find Us In Print!

“Pocono Pines Home-Style Magazine”

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

This Space is Available

Experience Counts - Contact Us

 CENTURY 21®

 Select Group

PO Box 100
5119 Pocono Crest Road

Pocono Pines

O: 570-646-3600
T: 800-588-1808

C21PoconoSelectGroup.com
C21pp@ptd.net


