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The Bishop has suspended all public Masses at 
this time. Each of our churches will remain open 
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Sacrament of Penance/Confession: 
Fridays, 6:30–7:00 p.m. at St. Francis Solanus in  
Interlaken, or by appointment with a priest. 
 

To join the parish community or to celebrate the  
sacraments of baptism, confirmation, anointing of 
the sick, or marriage, please phone the Parish Center 
(607-294-0064) to make arrangements or to speak 
with a priest. 
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LET US PRAY… 
Please remember in your prayers those mem-
bers of our parish who are in the hospital, sick 
at home, in a nursing home, or who have re-
quested our prayers. We also ask you to pray for 
those who have died; that the Lord may com-
fort their family and friends during this difficult 
time. A full list of prayer requests may be found 
on our web site: marymotherofmercy.com 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 24, 2020 

 
First Reading: 
All these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer.  
(Acts 1:14a) 
 

Psalm: 
I believe that I shall see 
the good things of the 
Lord in the land of the 
living. (Ps. 27)  
 

Second Reading: 
Rejoice to the extent 
that you share in the 
sufferings of Christ, so 
that when his glory is 
revealed  you may also 
rejoice exultantly.  
(1 Pt. 4:13) 
 

Gospel: 
“I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work that you 
gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the 
glory that I had with you before the world began.” (Jn. 17:4-5)  
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week: 
Being real people of faith comes with a price. Have you ever 
been seen as unpopular, out of sync or peculiar because of 
your faith? St. Peter tells us, “If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, blessed are you.” If being a Christian comes easy 
for us, then we ought to rethink how we approach our faith. 
Developing habits of prayer, living in accord with the Gospel, 
setting time aside each week for the practice of our faith, see-
ing our relationship with Christ as the center and focus of our 
families all come with sacrifice. We are going to look differ-
ently than other folks and we ought to. We are going to find 
ourselves doing less of the things we are “supposed to do” 
and more of the things we know we “ought to do or want to 
do.” This often means resisting secular tides and putting our 
boats into different waters. If this is what helps us know the 
one true God, then so be it. It also brings us to eternal life. 
 

Catholic Quotes—Words to Inspire the Faithful: 
“Beneath the cross, one learns to love.” ~St. Padre Pio  
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Scheduled Mass Intentions: 
During this time of suspended public Masses, when a Mass 
intention has been scheduled for a particular day and time,  
that Mass intention will be remembered in a private Mass of-
fered on the day scheduled.  
 

NOTE: All regularly scheduled public Masses and parish so-
cial and educational events are suspended until further notice. 
Please consult the parish website for more information: mary-
motheofmercy.com 
 

Upcoming Events: 
•  Food Pantries: 

 Ovid Federated church: 10:00 a.m., Mondays 
  Food Truck is every other Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. (June 9) 
  in the parking lot at South Seneca High School 
 Interlaken Reformed church: 3:00–6:00 p.m., Fridays 
 Trumansburg Food Pantry: Methodist church,11:30 a.m.–

12:30 p.m. and 5:15-6:00 p.m., every other Monday (June 1, 
the Trumansburg pantry will not be open on May 25) 

• Bishop’s Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m., live stream from Sacred 
Heart Cathedral 

• Fr. Bernard is Available: 6:30 p.m., Fridays, St. Francis     
Solanus 

• Parish Churches: Opened daily for private visiting and prayer 
 

Easter Duty: 
Because of the inability to attend Sunday Mass due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Easter duty can be fulfilled by re-
ceiving Holy Communion at some time during the year. 
Church law allows for this. The canon reads: “All the faithful, 
after they have been initiated into the Most Holy Eucharist, are 
bound by the obligation of receiving Communion at least once 
a year. The precept must be fulfilled during the Easter season 
unless it is fulfilled for a just cause at some other time during 
the year” (Church law #920). 

  

Saturday, 
May 23 

Parishioners and benefactors 

Sunday, 
May 24 

Lydia and Mary Zinni,  
Mary Bertone, and Arlene Stager  
from Lynne Stager 

Monday, 
May 25 

Special intention 

Tuesday, 
May 26 

Special intention 

Wednesday, 
May 27 

Special intention 

Thursday, 
May 28 

Mary Lupo  
from Michael and Jacqueline Santulli 

Friday, 
May 29 

Special intention 

Saturday, 
May 30 

Parishioners and benefactors 

Sunday, 
May 31 

Lydia Zinni  
from Lynne Stager 

for the week of May 23–31, 2020 



Return to Public Mass: 
The Diocese of Rochester is anxiously awaiting clarification 
about the inclusion of churches in the New York State re-
opening plan. They have been working on specific safety pro-
tocols to be put in place according to federal and state guide-
lines once churches are allowed to resume public worship. 
They have followed all of the mandates of federal, state, and 
local health officials with the hope that just resolutions will 
soon be reached for the benefit of our faith communities. 
  
Parish Website Mass: 
Sunday and holy day Masses are now available at the mary-
motherofmercy.com website. The Masses have been vide-
otaped at our parish churches and Fr. Bernard is the presider. 
Please join in thanking Alan and Joan Gelatt for initiating, 
supporting, and arranging for this to happen. Hopefully this 
brings some familiarity to the parishioners as we continue to 
endure social distancing. 
 
To All Parish Households: 
In recent weeks, households have become more aware of 
themselves as domestic churches. To help support the church 
at home, the Diocese of Rochester’s Office of Evangelization 
and Catechesis provides families with weekly gospel reflec-
tions, catechesis, ideas for family time, parent support, and 
more. Each week a newsletter titled Family Zone is posted on 
the diocesan Facebook page. The newsletter may also be ob-
tained by searching on the web: The Family Zone Newsletter / 
Evangelization and Catechesis. It is linked from our parish’s web 
page, marymotherofmercy.com, as well. The newsletter is prov-
ing to be a great resource and it has something that appeals to 
people of all ages. So even if you are living alone, you will find it 
of great interest, stimulating, and inspirational. Simply check it 
out and see for yourself. 
 
Update on Catholic Ministries Appeal:  
It was reported on May 14 that 112 parish households have 
pledged $26,471 toward the Catholic Ministries Appeal 
(CMA). This represents 88.30% of our given goal of $29,979. 
“Thank you” to all families that have made a pledge. It is most 
appreciated. The Appeal concludes at the end of May. If our 
goal is not reached by the end of May, our parish will be billed 
to make up the difference. Therefore, this is an urgent plea for 
all parish households to participate in this annual appeal. We 
know that if all 300 registered (active and inactive) households 
were to participate in this appeal we would have no difficulty 
in reaching our goal. Participation is primary, what is pledged 
is secondary. Pledge envelopes are located in the foyers of the 
churches. However, one may simply mail an offering to: Cath-
olic Ministries Appeal, Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester, 
PO Box 92721, Rochester, NY 14692-8821. Be sure to record 
“The Parish of Mary, Mother of Mercy” with our parish number 
“368.” Thank you for your kind consideration of this request.  
 
Parish Council Nominations: 
During the month of May we ask parishioners to nominate 
themselves or others for membership on the parish council. 
Given our social distancing this year, please phone the parish 
office (607-294-0064) to place your name or another parish- 

ioner’s name in nomination. The council meets a minimum of 
four times a year. Members are assigned, after expressing their 
preference, to one of the standing committees: Word, Wor-
ship, Witness, or Fellowship. The term of membership is 
three years. The selection of new members will take place on 
the last Sunday of May (this year, May 31). New members will 
be invited to attend the council’s meeting on June 11, 2020, 
(hopefully we will be able to meet on that date). At that meeting, 
membership on the standing committees will be established.  
 
Donating to Your Parish: 
Online Giving by WeShare is safe, simple and convenient. It’s 
as easy as 1, 2, 3: 
1. Visit the parish website’s giving page:  
     https://marymotherofmercy.com/giving. 
2.  Follow the directions under the “Donate Online” section. 
3.  Set up your donation or payment.  

That’s it! Your account will be created and you can put away 
your checkbook. If you experience any problems, please email 
Eileen at Eileen.heptig@dor.org. 
 
Needing Assistance: 
During this pandemic of COVID-19 the town of Ulysses is 
working with Tompkins County to coordinate a wide range of 
available resources, from food assistance to mental health. To 
access that help phone 2-1-1.  
 
Church Continues: 
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to require us to main-
tain social distancing from one another, please be aware of the 
following: 
• Fr. Bernard, Fr. Richard, and Bro. Antonine celebrate Mass 

daily at the friary praying for the well being of all and the 
ending of COVID-19. 

• Fr. Bernard is at the parish office daily and at all times he is 
only a phone call away (607-294-0064). 

• Fr. Bernard is available every Friday evening at 6:30 p.m.  
   at St. Francis Solanus church and social distancing will be      

respected. 
• Each of our three churches is open daily for visits and pri-

vate prayer. 
• The Sunday bulletin is published weekly, and it is emailed or 

mailed via the post office to all parishioners. It is also availa-
ble on the parish website and in the foyers of each church. 

• While public Masses are suspended, there is an encourage-
ment to participate in Mass by viewing it on TV or live 
stream via the diocesan website: www.dor.org or go to our 
parish website for Sunday and holy day Masses. 

• Our parish ordinary expenses average $10,500 per month. 
Without weekend collections we are not able to meet the 
parish ordinary expenses.  

• To financially support the parish during this difficult time 
please consider making donation via on-line giving by going 
to the giving page on our parish website, https://
marymotherofmercy.com/giving, and follow the directions 
under the “Donate Online” section or mail a check to: the 
Parish of Mary, Mother of Mercy, PO Box 403, Interlaken, 
NY 14847. 
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