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SATURDAY: NOVEMBER 21 

  5:30 pm +William & Mary Keller 

  +Nicholas Haid 

 

 SUNDAY: NOVEMBER 22 

  7:30 am  +Edmund Friel 

  +Santos Villanueva 

  +Susan B. Covalesky 

   

  9:30 am +Glenn Wagnecz 

 +Delia Reyes 

        

11:30 am  Deceased members of the Reuther & 

  Justave families 

    

MONDAY: NOVEMBER 23 

 7:00 am All those impacted by the natural   

 disasters      

 

TUESDAY: NOVEMBER 24 

  7:00 am  +Bob Williams 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

  7:00 am  +Erasmo Almaria 

 

THURSDAY: NOVEMBER 26 

 THANKSGIVING DAY  

  9:00 am  People of the Parish 

     

FRIDAY: NOVEMBER 27 

  9:00 am  For all Healthcare Workers 

  

SATURDAY: NOVEMBER 28 

  5:30 pm +Glenn Wagnecz 

  +Angela Burbridge 

  Deceased members of the Schmuhl 

  family 

 

PARISH SUPPORT  

Last week’s Online collection: 2,079 

Last weekend’s collection: $3,835 

 Thank you for your financial investment in St. Mary’s 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

David Butler, Peter Cerenzio, Phyllis Damiano,       

Edna Fonseca, Marie E. Logan, Armando Masi, Anne 

Matanin, Christopher McDermott, Rocco Pandone, 

Renato Rodriguez, Barbara Tasker, Peter Urban, Frank 

Wheatley 

175

TH

 ANNIVERSARY HISTORY COLUMN 

What are the histories of the Convent and the 

Religious Education Building located on South Main 

Street?   

It is an intertwined and evolving story that requires a close 

look to understand it. Permanence of a parochial school was 

assured in the early 1880s, when the parish secured the 

services of religious sisters as teachers. That led St. Mary’s to 

built a convent for them in 1881.  

By 1915, growing school enrollments meant a need for more 

teaching sisters and consequently a larger convent to 

accommodate them. Dover architect Jacob Vreeland 

received the commission. As an initial step, the original 

convent was moved 90 feet north. On its site, a brick and 

cast-stone convent was raised. So it was that the first 

convent survived and is now the Religious Education Center. 

(For many years, it had been the residence of the parish 

sexton, who maintained the parish’s buildings and grounds.)  

Architect Vreeland gave his 1915 convent design a clever 

decorative feature. The wooden scrolls in the facade and 

roof dormers are based on the scrolls that the Renaissance 

designer Leon Battista Alberti created for Santa Maria 

Novella in Florence. This iconic work of architecture was 

commissioned by the Dominican Order and, moreover, 

became that order’s most famous building. The Alberti 

scrolls, as used for St. Mary’s convent, are its symbolic key, 

as it was built as the home for the Dominican sisters 

teaching in our school! 

The building itself holds stories. Its tiny bedrooms and 

shared bathrooms are witness to the self-sacrifice of the long 

line of nuns who served the parish school. Also, the attached 

chapel made it possible for sisters to attend mass within the 

convent; they could also use it for prayer without having to 

go to the church building itself. Having their own chapel was 

one of the ways in which the religious sisters’ lives were once 

cloistered from the world around them. 

Here is a good moment to note the succession of religious 

orders who served St. Mary’s School: Sisters of Charity, 

Convent Station (1881-1901); Sisters of St. Dominic, 

Caldwell (1901-1979); Sisters of Christian Charity, Mendham 

(1979-2003); and School Sisters of St. Joseph, Bethlehem, 

Pennsylvania (2003-2007).  

The handsome convent building, of course, is no longer 

home to religious sisters. But it continues to give service to 

St. Mary’s as the venue for services and programs. And the 

symbolism of the Alberti scrolls, and their Dominican 

association, remind us of the history of the building itself 

and the religious women who served here. Along with the 

school, the first and second convents also call to mind the 

critical role that religious education played in the life of the 

parish—and still plays!   - B.R. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORT ST. MARY’S  

Getting ready to shop for the Holidays? St. Mary’s 

sells $5, $10, $20, $25, $50 and $100 ShopRite cards. You 

get the full face value and 5% goes to St. Mary’s. 

Email info@stmarysdover.org or call the office (ext 3) 

and leave a message with the following information: 

Your name and contact information, Quantity and Dollar 

amount of cards. Please indicate if you want to make a 

donation to the food pantry.  

We will complete the order and notify you to arrange 

pick up. Thank you for your support! 

 

MASS INTENTION BOOK 

The Mass Intention Books are open. There are no 

longer restrictions on Holidays so you can have a Mass 

intention for any day of the year. Please send an email to 

info@stmarysdover.org stating the preferred date, Mass 

time, the name of the person, if the person is living or 

deceased, and your name and phone number. If there is 

a conflict, you will be notified and an alternate Mass will 

be arranged  with you. The donation is $10 per Mass. 

You can also call 973-366-0184 ext 3 and leave a 

message with the information. 

This time of year, as we plan to celebrate Thanksgiving, our 

thoughts and prayers will be for all those who passed away 

from the coronavirus and the many families impacted.  It will 

be for those on the frontlines of COVID-19 who selflessly 

care for so many.  It will be for all who may be hurting in 

some way. In our own diocese, tens of thousands of your 

neighbors in profound need seek out the services of our 

Catholic Charities and, with help from the Diocesan 

Ministries Appeal, they find an open door and a 

compassionate response. Please make a pledge to our Appeal 

today!  For your convenience, you can make an online gift or 

pledge at www.2020appeal.org.   

Canned fruit 

Beans (red, black) 

Canned tuna 

Canned chicken  

Cereal 

Oatmeal 

Peanut butter 

Jelly 

Soup 

Dry Milk 

Rice 

THE  FOOD PANTRY NEEDS ARE: 

Thank you for all the parishioners who are supporting 

the needs of the food pantry. The items in bold 

above are items that we are very low in stock.  

 

Please drop Food Donations off on the SIDE PORCH 

of the rectory.  Monetary donations should continue to 

use the locked drop box on the Front porch. We are 

grateful for your support! 

If anyone has questions about donating or if you are in 

need please call 973-362-1146 or email us at 

foodpantry@stmarysdover.org 

Plots are available in St. Mary’s Cemetery. For more 

information, send an email to info@stmarysdover.org 

or call the office 973-366-0184 ext 7 and leave a 

detailed message including your name and contact 

information. We can handle the arrangements with 

limited or no contact if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the parish office will be closed at noon on 

Wednesday November 25th and will reopen on Monday, 

November 30th at 9:00am. Please remember to call 

ahead before coming in to the office 973-366-0184 ext 3. 



 

 

MINISTRIES 

 

Altar Servers 

Parish Office 973-366-0184 ext 3 info@stmarysdover.org 

 

Bereavement  

Deacon Tom and Kris Beirne  973-366-5679 

Jeanne Hubley   973-361-8621 

 

Communion for Homebound  

Parish Office 973-366-0184 ext 3 info@stmarysdover.org 

 

Family and Marriage Counseling Service 

Mary M. Kane, PHD., ED.S   973-625-8711 

 

Food Pantry     973-362-1146 Foodpantry@stmarysdover.org

   

Hand In Hand Caregivers 3rd Saturday of the month  

Kris Beirne    973-366-5679 

 

High School Youth   

HSyouth@stmarysdover.org 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Mark Churchman   973-288-3059 

 

Local Youth Protection/Safe Environment Coordinator 

Deacon Stuart A. Hartnett   973-584-5392 

 

Middle School Youth    

Sarah Robinson  MSyouth@stmarysdover.org 

 

Music   

Paul F. Fersch    973-691-9208 

 

Religious Education Parish Catechetical Leader 

Diane Vezzuto 973-366-0184 ext 8 formation@stmarysdover.org 

 

Religious Education Administrative Assistant  

Diana Kwaznik  

 

Right to Life  

Mark Churchman   973-288-3059 

 

Rosary Devotion 

Deenie Saltarelli   551-655-4109 

 

Seniors Group (55+) 

Chris Kimker 973-945-3492 chki46@gmail.com  

 

Social Calls for the Homebound  

socialcalls@stmarysdover.org 

 

Young Adults   

Michael Vezzuto   YA@stmarysdover.org 

Parish Membership 

New Parishioners are asked to complete a registration form  

located online or in the Parish Office. Please notify the Parish 

Office for changes of address. 

 

STAFF 

Pastor 

Rev. Lemmuel Camacho  973-366-0184 ext 5 

Lcamacho@stmarysdover.org 

 

Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Cerilo Javinez  973-366-0184 ext 6 

Cjavinez@stmarysdover.org 

 

Deacons  

Stuart A. Hartnett and Thomas P. Beirne 

 

Parish Trustees: 

Mr. Mark J. Alpaugh and Mr. Brian Regan 

 

Office Manager 

Andrea Henry  973-366-0184 ext 4 info@stmarysdover.org 

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation Program (RCIA) 

Fr. Cerilo 973-366-0184 ext 6  Cjavinez@stmarysdover.org 

 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

Parish Office 973-366-0184 ext 3 info@stmarysdover.org 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Forms online at www.stmarysdover.org/baptism or call the 

Parish Office 973-366-0184 ext 3 info@stmarysdover.org 

 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Forms online at www.stmarysdover.org/marriage or call 

Parish Office 973-366-0184 ext 3 info@stmarysdover.org 

   

The first Wednesday of the Month from 7-8pm  

* The 7:00 am daily Mass and 11:30 Sunday Mass will also be 

Livestreamed on YouTube and Facebook Live 

The church will be open after daily Mass until 12:00 pm 

Monday to Friday for private prayer.  

The parish office hours are 9 am - 3 pm Monday - Friday. 

Masks are required. Please call before coming. 



 

 

A ������� �	
� �	. ����

ST. MARY’S 2ND ANNUAL MEMORIALIZED 

CHRISTMAS TREE FUNDRAISER 

St. Mary’s will once again celebrate the Christmas 

season by illuminating our parish grounds with 

beautiful 6-7 foot Douglas Fir Christmas trees, 

decorated with white lights. 

On Tuesday, December 8, 2020 after the 7:00 PM 

Solemn Mass of the Immaculate Conception, we 

will gather outside the church for the blessing 

and lighting of the trees.  

The cost to memorialize one of these beautiful trees is 

$200. Each tree will have a laminated dedication 

certificate containing your dedication, the names of 

those you wish to remember, or a Christmas greeting. 

The number of trees are limited. You can complete 

the Christmas Tree Reservation Form and pay online 

at www.stmarysdover.org, or by texting 

stmarysdover to 555888. You can also return the 

completed form found in the back of the church or 

on our website to the Parish office with your payment 

via the drop box located by the front door. 

SAVE THE DATE 

You are all invited to join us on two days of liturgical 

celebrations for our 175th anniversary.  

 

Monday, December 7 at 7:00 p.m. - Adoration and 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.   

Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. – Solemn Mass of 

the Immaculate Conception 

 

The highlight of the celebration is the Solemn Mass for 

Our Lady on December 8th. Following the Mass we will 

gather outside for the lighting of the memorial Christmas 

trees. Please join us for this auspicious occasion as well 

as to enjoy some holiday cheer. 

Dear friends,  

This coming Sunday, we will celebrate the Solemnity of 

Jesus Christ as King of the Universe. This marks the 

end of liturgical year 2020. Our gospel reading is about 

the reign of Christ and how he will come to us as the 

Son of Man in all his glory. Standing before him, we will 

be judged by our actions and this particular scene can 

bring fear and anxiety. But we do not need to fear 

because Jesus, aside from being judge, is also our 

brother. If we put our trust in Him and do our best to 

follow His will, then we can be assured of his 

compassion when we see him one day in all his 

splendor. Our understanding of Christ's love should 

compel us to love our neighbor. We can only give what 

we have received and when we allow his love to affect 

our whole life, it will surely affect our relationship with 

others. By adding action to our faith, we become 

witnesses of Christ's love during these difficult times.  

This coming Thursday is Thanksgiving Day and I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all of you, our 

parishioners, for your witness and dedication to our 

parish. I still vividly remember my first Thanksgiving 

here in New Jersey. As a nurse, I celebrated it with 

residents in a local nursing home. Some of my friends 

told me that there is a certain chemical in turkey that 

makes one sleepy. Since I had been working evening 

shifts and did not want to feel sleepy during my 

medication rounds, I have avoided eating this dish for a 

while until probably ten years ago! But now, I have 

enjoyed eating turkey during this day.  

Thanksgiving invites us to contemplate on God's mercy 

in our lives. All of us have sinned and fell short of 

God's glory but out of His compassion, we were saved 

by Christ so we can have a fresh start. Realizing that we 

have been given mercy, we are asked to share the same 

to others. This will yield to a grateful heart which all of 

us are encouraged to live every moment of our lives.  

To give thanks to God for the many blessings we have 

received, I ask you to join me for 9 AM Mass that day. 

It will be livestreamed as well on our parish Facebook 

and YouTube page.  

Once again, thank you and thanks be to God our St. 

Mary's Parish which remains to be a beacon of hope in 

our community.  

Sincerely,  

Fr. Lem  
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