
 
Mass Schedule: Weekdays: Monday- Saturday: 8:00am 

Weekday & Weekend in-person Masses -RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED  
email straphaelrcc@comcast.net, call 973-992-9490 or text 201-213-0764   

Saturday: 4pm & 6pm  |  Sunday: 8:00am, 10am, 12pm & 6pm   

  Livestream on Saturday: 4pm,  |  Sunday: 10am, 12pm and 6pm
   

The link is https://meet.google.com/bcj-bkok-vpe  Access code is bcj-bkok-vpe

 Parish Office - 973-992-9490  |  Parish Fax - 973-740-0236   
Parish E-Mail: straphaelrcc@comcast.net  |  Parish Website: www.straphaelnj.org

JUNE 21, 2020  | FATHER’S DAY

The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave.  
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

Served by
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor  

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz
Msgr. Venantius Fernando



Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of JUNE 20th -JUNE 21st

SATURDAY, June 20 & SUNDAY, June 21, 2020
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Father’s Day

Jer 20:10-13; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33
4:00pm Francis Kim (Memorial Mass), r/o Angela Chi

Nien Tsu Hu†, r/o Julie Seto
Sheila & Harvey Kolosky (Healing Intentions), 

r/o Eleanor Chiarella
James R. Davis†, r/o Gregory and Karen Kundla
John P. Kundla †, r/o Gregory and Karen Kundla

Barbara Wittig†, r/o Lynn DiGiacomo
7:30am Louise Delph

Ernest Garcia† (14 death anniversary, r/o Dolly Garcia
9:00am Pauline Koziol†, r/o daughter Christine

Gerardo Pangan (healing), r/o Jennifer & Tony Espiritu
Virginia Berna†, r/o Nancy Lanzet (daughter)

April Shewchuk†, r/o Nancy Lanzet
11:30am Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o Diana Williams

 Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz†, r/o Mary Soriano
6:00pm Michael Solano† (1 Year Death Anniversary), 

r/o Solano Family
Happy 15th Anniversary to Gilbert and Ehmee Gatchalian

MONDAY, June 22
Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John Fisher, Bishop, 

and Thomas More, Martyrs
Readings: 2 Kgs 17;5-8, 13-15a, 18; Mt 7:1-5

8:00am Elsa Cantado (Special Intentions), 
r/o Albert & Tessa Cantado

TUESDAY, June 23
Twelfth Tuesday in Ordinary Time

Readings: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36; Mt 7:1-5
8:00am People of the Parish
WEDNESDAY, June 24  

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
Readings: Is 49:1-6/Acts 13:22-26;Lk 1:57-66, 80

8:00am Brendon Devlin†, r/o Cecilia Devlin
THURSDAY, June 25  

Twelfth Thursday in Ordinary Time
Readings: 2 Kgs 24;8-17; Mt 7:21-29

8:00am People of the Parish
FRIDAY, June 26    

Twelfth Friday in Ordinary Time
Readings: 2Kgs 25:1-12; Mt 8:1-4

8:00am People of the Parish
SATURDAY, June 27 

Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of the Church; BVM
Readings: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Mt 8:5-17

8:00am People of the Parish
4:00pm James Fusaro†, r/o Karen and Gregory Kundla
Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz†, r/o Charlie & Diana Quinn

Barbara Wittig†, r/o Charlie & Diana Quinn
SUNDAY, June 28 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42

7:30am Mary McCormick†, r/o Gilchris Family
9:00am Pauline Koziol†, r/o daughter Christine

Rene Cano†, r/o Cano Family
Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz†, r/o John and Ronnie Frucci

11:30am Rocco Malaspena† (18th Death Anniversary), 
r/o wife and family

Tari Sikoki (Welcome to Catholic Church), r/o Nnanna Family
6:00pm Chief Beatrice M. Onwudinjo† (17 years remembered), 

r/o Nnanna and Onwudinjo Families

A Labor �  Love
By Denise Flanagan

About 25 years ago, my Dad, 
Bill Flanagan, noticed that the 
children serving at Mass as altar 
servers were missing something.  
Not every altar server had a cross 
of our Lord hanging around 
their necks.  He immediately felt 
drawn to do something to change 
that situation. Since one of my 
Dad’s hobbies was wood work-
ing, he knew exactly what he 

needed to do.  Once my Dad had a vision of the fi nished prod-
uct, he would get right to creating it. Everything he crafted 
was made from oak because he said that was one of hardest 
woods and, therefore, would last the longest.  He made me a 
beautiful table, a book case, and a beautiful foot stool, all of 
which I cherish. He also made bird houses, model ships, and 
airplanes!  

When I thought about writing this article, I went down into 
the basement to remind myself of the tools my Dad used, 
and, after the tears stopped running down my face, I realized 
the depths of his efforts.  I was so impressed with how he 
transformed such a small area in our basement to a workshop 
that produced such beautiful work using only a planar, a small 
table saw, a router, and a sander. 

His mission to create the crosses took him many months, 
working tirelessly in the evenings. Once he cut the basic cross, 
he would round the edges and sand the surface to perfection.  
He then applied a fi nish to preserve the wood and he fastened 
a rawhide cord to each cross. When he had fi nished, he had 10 
beautiful crosses to give to St. Raphael’s. 

The altar servers proudly wore those crosses for 25 years, 
but sadly, as time went on, I noticed that many of the crosses 
were missing.  At fi rst, I was so sad, but then I thought about 
what my Dad would say.  I could hear him saying “Dee, I am 
sure they are in the hands of someone who needs them most 
- Jesus goes where He is needed”. Dad made those crosses so 
our dear altar servers could carry our Lord to His altar and to 
remind them that He will be close to them wherever they go in 
their lives. Christ is not confi ned to the church, but rather He 
lives in us. Those missing crosses now have a mission, and no 
matter where they go, their mission is the same - to show us 
the depth of Christ’s love for us. Once again, I realize that 
everything happens for a reason.

We have since replaced my Dad’s crosses with crosses we 
were able to fi nd on-line, but the few that I have left, I will 
treasure forever.   

Thank you Dad- your wisdom, gentleness and love will live 
on forever. Happy Father’s Day!!



TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education   
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/Office Assistant  

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Kevin McCarthy, Youth Minister | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Dawn Duffy, Office Assistant   
Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor | Brad Ziffer, Director of Music. 

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | The Late Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: 
Fr. Peter Aquino, Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen  
McCormick Campi, Paul Cetrulo, Rosa Clavijo, Lilian  
Clemente, James Damgen, Mary DeLorenzo, Ines DeJesus, 
Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Ronnie Frucci, John Frucci III, 
Ida Furrule, Pat Fusaro, Manuel Gisbert, Mary Hanlon,  
Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III,  Addie and Leo Luciano,  
Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, Michael McCaffery,  
Meg McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol McInnis, Paul McInnis, 
Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, Bill Morgan, Edward Neagle, 
Betty O’Leary, Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, 
Dr. Mercy Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, Louisa St. 
Fort, Lynda Szwedo, Lorna Troja, Gayle Trotta, Rose Velella,  
Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, Karen Spinelli Zager 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those afflicted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health 
care workers as they fight to save lives. Protect our law 
enforcement, fire fighters, delivery personnel, and all other 
essential workers.

COLLECTION FOR  
THE WEEKEND OF 

June 6 -7, 2020: $5,827 
Many thanks for your generosity 

and your continued support of the parish.
  

ONLINE GIVING!!  NEW UPGRADED TOOL!
Our Online Giving platform, OLG, provided to us by Our 
Sunday Visitor (OSV), has upgraded to a new platform, called 
OSVHub. The new tool is more user-friendly: easier to sign 
in or sign up and easier to navigate. The new platform was put 
in place on June 4. If you are a current user, you should have 
received a message from OSV telling you about the transition 
and the fact that all of your information has been moved to the 
new platform.
If you currently use the tool by directly typing in the link 
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1423  on your computer (or 
via a saved bookmark), please change the link (and the book-
mark) to the following OSVHub link:
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/funds. 
As part of the upgrade, the Smartphone App will no longer  
be needed. This new, friendlier platform can be accessed quite 
easily by typing the OSVHub link into the browser on your 
Smartphone.
If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office 
at 973-992-9490, Karen Kundla at 908-295-7903, or Dawn 
Duffy at 201-213-0764.

THE SANDWICH PROJECT 
The Sandwich Project continues to col-
lect donations each Friday from 11:00 
am to 12:00 noon. Collections can be 
dropped off in the church parking lot, near 
the office entrance. We ask for sandwiches 
such as peanut butter and jelly, ham and 

cheese, turkey, bologna, etc., to be put into ziplock bags. The 
zip lock bags should be labeled and put back into the bread 
bag to make it easy to carry. Please do not use mayonnaise. 
Any other food donations are also welcomed, as are monetary 
donations. There is also a need for diapers in sizes 5 and 6. 
Spread the word. Together, we can make a difference.

OUR CHURCH IS RE-OPENING  
ON JUNE 20 -21  

Saturday- 4pm and 6pm
Sunday  - 8am, 10am, 12pm and 6pm 

Please know that we will continue to livestream Masses at 
the following days and times.

Saturday - 4pm
Sunday - 10am, 12pm and 6pm

We will be asking you to make a reservation for your house-
hold by emailing straphaelrcc@comcast.net, calling 973-992-
9490 or texting 201-213-0764.  Reservations will be taken 
Monday-Friday for the upcoming weekend. 

Starting next week, the following will be changes for the 
Mass intentions. Mass intentions placed in the book for 
7:30am will now be listed under 8:00am, 9am Mass  
intentions will be listed under 10am, and  11:30am Mass 
intentions will be listed under 12pm.  Please note that until 
further notice, all Mass intentions will be read at all Masses. 

BIBLE CAMP & SUMMER 2020  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

This summer we will be offering VIRTUAL Bible Camp and 
Summer Religious Education classes. In order to properly pre-
pare, we need to know how many children will be coming  
to each of them. Once we know how many children we are  
having, we will send out details regarding the dates and times. 
Your child is welcome to do both. If they do choose to do both, 
please fill out both registration forms.

Please register them no later than June 24th BY 9pm  
by using the following links:

Virtual Bible Camp 2020
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/forms/virtual-bible-

camp-2020-registration

Summer 2020 Religious Education
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/forms/summer-2020- 

religious-education-program



Stephanie Sicurello is graduat-
ing from Livingston High 
School on June 25, 2020. She 
is a honor student at Livingston 
High and in the National Honor 
Society. She will be attending 
the University of Connecticut 
this fall.

Cathy O’Connor gradu-
ates 8th grade at HW Mountz 
school in Spring Lake.  She is 
going to St Rose HS in Belmar.

Kodey Freeman,  A 
Heritage Middle School 
graduate, is excitedly 
anticipating the challenges 
and triumphs at LHS.  He 
elected to join a summer 
program at NJ Institute of Technology since engineering is 
high on his list of career choices. 

Angelica Agbayani is 
graduating 8th grade. We are 
so proud of her! She’s such 
a sweet child, hardworking, 
diligent, independent, and 
incredibly talented. She loves 
to learn new things on her 
own, loves to apply what she 
learned right away, works on it 
consistently, and gives her art, 
music, writing projects, as well 
as her academic projects, more 
than a hundred percent effort.  

We love you so much!  Love, Mom, Dad, Cobe, and Colin

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES!

This is the time of year when we honor our 8th Grade, high 
school and college graduates. You will see more graduates 
in the upcoming bulletins.. Please feel free to share infor-
mation about your graduates with our parish family. Simply 
call or email the parish offi ce.

Emma Murphy is graduating from 
West Orange High School this year. 
She will be continuing her education 
in the WOHS 18-21 Program.

Isabella Sterman will be graduating 
from South Brunswick High School. 
As an honor student, Isabella was a 
member of the Viking Volunteers, 
Quill Club, and PALS. In her senior 
year, she was the vice president & 
social media coordinator for PALS. 
Inspired by her love of dancing, 
Isabella has been dancing com-
petitively for over 13 years. She 
volunteered as a student teacher at 
her dance school during her junior 
year and had the wonderful oppor-
tunity to teach her own dance class 
in her senior year. Besides dancing, 
Isabella also plays the piano and en-
joys reading, writing, drawing, and 
photography. In the fall, Isabella will 
be attending Rutgers University.

Amanda Manubag, daughter of 
Rod and Loretta Manubag, is cur-
rently a senior at Livingston High 
School. Amanda was born and 
raised in Livingston and educated 
in the Livingston Public Schools 
system. Amanda feels blessed to 
have been part of St. Raphael’s 
Parish since birth and will continue 
to call the church her home. At 
this time, Amanda is scheduled to 
attend Lafayette College in the fall 

of 2020 where she will join the roster of the Lafayette Leopards 
Women’s Fencing Team in the saber squad.

Ella Tranquada, a volunteer aide 
in St. Raphael’s religious education 
program for many years, graduated 
from Vermont Academy and plans 
to go to Michigan State Univer-
sity in the fall in Biomedical Lab 
Sciences. We wish her continued 
success in her studies.

HONORING OUR GRADUATES   



FATHERS’ DAY SENTIMENTS    

Lila Decastro--I love my dad because he’s always there to support 
me, knows how to make me smile, and makes car rides fun! 

I love my dad because he’s taught me a lot of things like basket-
ball and riding a bike-  Autumn Decastro

I love my dad because he teaches me how to play basketball, foot-
ball, and card games, and he makes delicious food.  
Ravyn Decastro

I love my dad because he plays with me, he makes good food, and 
teaches me how to ride a bike.  Zarra Decastro

I love my Dad because he is the greatest man I know.  He is some-
one who loves and cares for me very much, and I am always very 
grateful for that.  I love my Dad because he is respectable, and a 
man with dignity and character. My Dad is someone I will always 
look up to and I will strive to be like him.  Thank you, Dad, for 
always being there for me, and Happy Father’s Day. Your Son,  
Joseph. 

I love my Dad because he is one of the best people I know. Dad, 
you are very caring, loving, and helpful. You always make sure we 
spend time together. I am grateful for every moment I spend with 
you. I appreciate everything you do for our family and I know I 
can always count on you. I also appreciate how hard you work 
everyday to make sure that everyone is happy. Thanks for keep-
ing me on track. I wouldn’t be the same without you. I love you. 
Happy Father’s Day. Your son, Nico :)

I love my dad because he supports my passion. 
Maverick Umahon

I love my dad because I know I can talk to him about anything, at 
anytime, without feeling judged.  Meldrick Umahon

Dear Papa, Happy Father’s Day!!  Thank you for being patient and 
helpful all the time.  You have helped me become the person I am 
today.  Thank you for also supporting me with everything.  Thanks 
for being a great father and I love you. Xoxo, Gabby

Dear Papa, Happy Father’s Day!!  Thank you for working to 
get me where I want to be.  You are selfless, funny, and great to 
watch TV shows with.  Hope you enjoy your special day with us! 
(including Sam). Always and Forever, Steph

 l love my father because he is funny, helps me practice soccer, 
and does my hair (sometimes). Alexandra Morales 

 I love my daddy because he makes funny jokes and helps me im-
prove with soccer and basketball. Also, he takes us to fun places, 
like the park and the beach! I am so happy to have a daddy like 
him! Monica Morales

Happy Father’s Day to all our fathers, including Fr. Lito,  
Fr. Joe, and Msgr. Venantius.

WHY WE LOVE OUR DADS

There are so many reasons 
why I love you with my 
whole heart. You love me 
unconditionally and provide 
for all of my needs so that I 
can live my best life. You are 
patient, kind, funny, strong, 
and willing to do whatever it 
takes to make me happy and 
healthy. Thank you, Dad, for 
being the most wonderful 
Dad in the world and my best 
friend! I love you now and 
always!    Brian xoxoxo

He is funny! Angelica

He is always supportive. Nicolo

Marco says:  See now I feel bad, because I was about to write 
a thesis for this.  I guess, for now, I’ll say that he helped shape 
who I am.

The three of us are so happy to have a role model like our dad 
in our lives.  Like St. Joseph, he is a man of quiet strength and 
selfless love, who treats EVERYONE, no matter who they are, 
with extraordinary kindness and humility.  Even after a long 
hard day at work, he never fails to put on a smile and make us 
laugh without once ever complaining.  Thanks for being at ev-
ery game, concert, and event to cheer us on from the sidelines 
(with mom of course).  Thanks for instilling in us the impor-
tance of unwavering faith and trust in God. And thanks for 
always letting us know how much you love us.  A truly bright 
light to all who know him!  That’s why we love our dad. -Tessa, 
Toni, and Talia Gonzales

Thank you for all the sacrifices you make for me. Your love and 
support are unmatched. Thank you for your encouragement and 
belief in me.  Love, Katrina Duffy 

Thank you for always going out of your way to make sure my 
needs and wants are supplied. Thank you for supporting and 
loving me. I couldn’t imagine life without you. Happy Father’s 
Day Dad!  Love, Caitlin Duffy

Thank you for giving me advice on what to do, and for teach-
ing me life lessons. You always believe in my future and push 
me to do better. You make any situation better. Happy Father’s 
Day! Love, Kiera Duffy

Thank you for making us laugh and for hanging out with us 
when we want you to. You are the best dad ever because of how 
you take care of us, and raise us.
We love you! Love, Dillon & Trevor Duffy

Sadia Decastro--I love my dad because he never backs down 
from anything and proves doubters wrong when he gets things 
done.  He does whatever it takes to make things happen for all 
of us. 
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
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Livingston Dental Arts invites you to become a part of our family

Local State-of-the-art dentists Dr. Michael Lee and  
Dr. Vrajesh Shah are right around the corner! 
~ NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! ~

www.LivingstonDentalArts.com

743 Northfield Ave., Suite 2 / West Orange, NJ 07052
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Liz Durkin, Esq.
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