
Mass Schedule: Weekdays: Monday- Saturday: 8:00am
Saturday: 4pm & 6pm  |  Sunday: 8:00am, 10am, 12pm & 6pm   

  Livestream on Saturday: 4pm,  |  Sunday: 10am, 12pm and 6pm

The link is https://meet.google.com/bcj-bkok-vpe  Access code is bcj-bkok-vpe

Weekday & Weekend in-person Masses -RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 
email straphaelrcc@comcast.net, call 973-992-9490 or text 201-213-0764 

Parish Offi ce - 973-992-9490  |  Parish Fax - 973-740-0236  
Parish E-Mail: straphaelrcc@comcast.net  |  Parish Website: www.straphaelnj.org

JULY 5, 2020 | 14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | INDEPENDENCE DAY

The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave. 
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

Served by
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz
Msgr. Venantius Fernando



Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of July 4th-July 12th

SATURDAY, July 4  & SUNDAY, July 5, 2020
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Zec 9:9-10;Rom 8:9,11-13;Mt 11:25-30
4:00pm Zenaida Jimenez (Death Anniversary), 

r/o Myra Mariano (sister)
Christopher Widjaja (5th year Death Anniversary), 

r/o Jerry & Teresa Siao
Happy 59th Wedding Anniversary to Tony and Patty Espiritu

Pantaleon C. Soriano, Jr. r/o Jen and Tony Espiritu
Mary Davis, r/o Karen Kundla

8am Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o Denise Flanagan
Efrain and Alida Ramos’s 46th Wedding Anniversary

10:00am Filomena Lendio (Birthday Memorial), r/o B. Lendio
12pm Anne & Charles Repayo†, r/o Pat Harmon

Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz†, r/o Roz Brixie
Pralad DaCruz†, r/o Anna Miranda

6pm Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o Karen Gerhold

MONDAY, July 6
Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr
Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22;Mt 9:18-26 

8:00am Souls in Purgatory, r/o Christian Orsini

TUESDAY, July 7
Fourteenth Thursday in Ordinary Time

Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38
8:00am Fermina Dario†, r/o Agnes (daughter)

WEDNESDAY, July 8  
Fourteenth Thursday in Ordinary Time

Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7
8:00am Lillian Cabiltes†, r/o Alice Pagalilauan

THURSDAY, July 9  
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest and Companions, Martyrs

Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9; Mt 10:7-15
8am Jay Mariano (Birthday), r/o Myra (mom)

FRIDAY, July 10    
Fourteenth Thursday in Ordinary Time

Hos 14:2-10;Mt 10:16-23
8:00am Tessa Almerda (Special Intentions), r/o Almeda Family

SATURDAY, July 11
Saint Benedict, Abbot
Is 6:1-8;Mt 10:24-33 

8:00am Cepriana Parena† (Birthday-deceased), r/o Claire Parena
4:00pm Keneth Arbuckle (Memorial Mass), r/o Angela Chi
Antoinette & Carmine Battista (50th Wedding Anniversary), 

r/o Dorothy Williams
Tom McManus† (Death Anniversary), r/o Mag McManus

SUNDAY, July 12 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 55:10-11;Rom 8:18-23;Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9
8am William and Josephine Flanagan†, r/o Denise 
10:00am George Nunn, r/o Millie Nunn and Family

Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o Kathy Williams & Families
Alex Blackstock†, r/o Peterkin Family

12pm Anne Alexander†, r/o Alexander Family
Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz†, r/o Edith Kurinzi

Bill Morgan † r/o Beth Karper
6pm Solo Tari (Wedding Thanksgiving), r/o Nnanna Family

† Deceased

From the Desk �  theParish Pastoral Council
Staying at home under the restrictions of the pandemic has 
been an interesting experience.  My sister always said that I 
was (accused me of being?) a Type A:  unable to sit and wait, 
but needing to “do something”.  I guess she is right, but, then, 
I don’t think that is necessarily bad.  I try to divide my day 
into a wide assortment of activities that address both my own 
needs and those of others:  writing, reading, cooking, keep-
ing in touch with my family and friends, knitting outfi ts for 
the new babies in the family (a positive sign in a world that 
has had too many losses), tending to my fl owers, and walking 
around the neighborhood – waving to those who are “distanc-
ing” outside.  

Included in, and spaced between, these daily events is a time 
for introspection.  People often spend time on the “shoulda, 
coulda, woulda” of their past lives.  Certainly that is an aspect 
of my thoughts.  However, getting stuck in the past is not a 
very productive way to live.  Jesus, after all, died to save us.  
Sins we have confessed and are sorry for are forgiven.  We 
have been put on the path to Heaven and the best way to go 
is forward.   St. Teresa of Avila once said “God save us from 
gloomy saints.”  She was talking about what Jesus told His 
disciples:  when He is with us, His very presence lifts us up 
and comforts us.     Feeling sad, or regretting an action or lack 
of action in the past, can be alleviated if we try to see our past 
through His eyes.  He was and is with us every step of the 
way.   And not only does He forgive our sins, he forgets them:  
“Your sins I will remember no more.” (Isaiah 43:25).

So on to today!  I sit thinking about what to do next.  How 
do I alleviate the problems I see around me?  How do I know 
who has the solution?   Whom should I believe when I listen 
to the news?  A bit of Fathers’ Day advice that I read last 
weekend comes to mind:  “Stop trying to fi gure out who is 
right.  Look at what is right, and then do it!”

St. Paul says:  “We are not debtors to the fl esh, to live accord-
ing to the fl esh.  For if you live according to the fl esh, you 
will die.  But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live.“  Living in the fl esh, you are in that part 
of you where sin takes over.  Looking outside, to what is right, 
you will move down that path to heaven, to do what is right.  
Our future is the future Jesus earned for us!  And as we walk 
that path, we should also hear the words of Jesus:  “Come to 
me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 
rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart, and you will fi nd rest for your-
selves.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”
Live in the Spirit!  Look to what is right, and do it!

Ka� n Davis Kundla,
President of the PPC



Eucharistic Adoration and 
 Benediction Return 

Every Thursday  
at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

in the Church

At 6:00, the Blessed Sacrament  
is exposed, followed by the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet, the Rosary and quiet reflection. Mass  
follows the reflection. Please call for reservations.

First Friday Exposition & Devotion
Every First Friday of the Month  

at the 8:00 am Mass 
First Saturday (Our Lady) Devotion  

Every First Saturday of the Month  
at the 8:00 am Mass

TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education   
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/Office Assistant  

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Kevin McCarthy, Youth Minister | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Dawn Duffy, Office Assistant   
Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor | Brad Ziffer, Director of Music. 

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | The Late Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: 
Fr. Peter Aquino, Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen  
McCormick Campi, Mike Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Rosa 
Clavijo, Lilian Clemente, James Damgen, Mary DeLorenzo, 
Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Ronnie Frucci, 
John Frucci III, Ida Furrule, Pat Fusaro, Manuel Gisbert, 
Mary Hanlon, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Addie and  
Leo Luciano, Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, Michael  
McCaffery, Meg McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol McInnis,  
Paul McInnis, Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, Edward Neagle, 
Betty O’Leary, Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, 
Dr. Mercy Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, Louisa St. 
Fort, Lynda Szwedo, Lorna Troja, Gayle Trotta, Rose Velella,  
Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, Karen Spinelli Zager 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those afflicted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health 
care workers as they fight to save lives. Protect our law 
enforcement, fire fighters, delivery personnel, and all other 
essential workers.

COLLECTION FOR  
THE WEEKEND OF 

June 20 - 21, 2020: $7,658.00
Many thanks for your generosity 

and your continued support of the parish.
  

ONLINE GIVING!!  NEW UPGRADED TOOL!
Our Online Giving platform, OLG, provided to us by Our 
Sunday Visitor (OSV), has upgraded to a new platform, called 
OSVHub. The new tool is more user-friendly: easier to sign 
in or sign up and easier to navigate. The new platform was put 
in place on June 4. If you are a current user, you should have 
received a message from OSV telling you about the transition 
and the fact that all of your information has been moved to the 
new platform.
If you currently use the tool by directly typing in the link 
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1423  on your computer (or 
via a saved bookmark), please change the link (and the book-
mark) to the following OSVHub link:
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/funds. 
As part of the upgrade, the Smartphone App will no longer  
be needed. This new, friendlier platform can be accessed quite 
easily by typing the OSVHub link into the browser on your 
Smartphone.
If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office 
at 973-992-9490, Karen Kundla at 908-295-7903, or Dawn 
Duffy at 201-213-0764.

THE SANDWICH PROJECT 
The Sandwich Project continues to col-
lect donations each Friday from 11:00 
am to 12:00 noon. Collections can be 
dropped off in the church parking lot, near 
the office entrance. We ask for sandwiches 
such as peanut butter and jelly, ham and 

cheese, turkey, bologna, etc., to be put into ziplock bags. The 
zip lock bags should be labeled and put back into the bread 
bag to make it easy to carry. Please do not use mayonnaise. 
Any other food donations are also welcomed, as are monetary 
donations. There is also a need for diapers in sizes 5 and 6. 
Spread the word. Together, we can make a difference.

GARDENS AT ST. RAPHAEL!
Two weeks ago, the SAC team and a few 
other devotees decided that they would step 
in as the Garden Angels and plant our vincas. 
Amazing what a flower will do for the spirit.  
Thank you! Thank you!

The plants, however, need to be watered regularly, especially 
during the (very) warm and dry summer months. We have 
watering cans and hoses, but need PEOPLE. If you are willing 
to water once a week (or even every other week), would you 
contact the Parish Office or Karen Kundla (908-295-7903)?    
SAC members are currently doing the watering, but we do 
need more volunteers to help. If we get enough people, we 
 can spread out assignments so no one is overburdened.

“Like” the St. Raphael Church Facebook Page
Look on our Facebook page for additional events & photos.

www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston



WHY I LOVE BEING A CATECHIST
By Lucretia Gutierrez

Being a catechist is one of the biggest joys 
of my life. Being able to share my faith and 
the love of God with young children is a 
blessing. As catechists, we are committed 
to guide our young students on the path that 
Jesus taught us, to learn the Scriptures, and 
to experience the Sacraments.

To be a catechist means listening to the Lord when He calls 
us and asks us to spread the seed of His love and faith. I feel 
honored and very blessed to have been chosen to carry out 
this precious mission. A mission of service, of teaching, of 
giving testimony to others. 

I started my ministry as a catechist 22 years ago at St.Raphael’s 
Parish. Prior to that, I had taught Religious Education at a 
Catholic school, and before that, during my High School 
years, I taught Sunday School in our local parish. For me, 
it has been a lifetime of teaching and spreading the Word 
of the Lord. A wonderful journey of service and gratitude.

St Francis of Assisi says, “It is by giving that we receive”. I 
have received many gifts which have allowed me give back 
to those with whom the Lord has guided me to share His 
teachings and love. Being a catechist will always be one of 
my greatest joys of my life! I thank the Lord for His many 
blessings and mostly for allowing me share His gifts with 
others. God bless!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

TRUE FREEDOM
There are still those today 
who cannot enjoy freedom 
from poverty. Why not 
celebrate your freedom by 
an act of kindness? One 

way to do this is by donating your unwanted used clothing, 
small appliances, shoes, linens, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, 
novels, toys, and children’s books to our Catholic Charities 
donations bin located on our property. 

Our goal this year is $41,391. As of 
June 25, we have received $25,835 
in pledges from 64 Parish Families. 
That’s 62.41% of the goal. Of the 
pledged amount, funds amounting 
to $20,578.34 have already been 
received!!  If you have not yet 
pledged, please consider doing so 
to help in meeting the daily needs 
of the members of the Archdiocese.

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION 
AND CELEBRATION OF THE MASS

To the parents and children of First 
Eucharist 2020, we thank you for your 
patience. We will continue our remain-
ing two learning sessions on July 11 
and July 18 at 2 pm in the Church as 
well as livestreaming.

The Mass of the Sacrament of Eucharist 
will be offered on August 1 and August 8 at 12:00 and 
2:00 pm. For more information or any questions, please call 
the Parish Offi ce.

 SUMMER 2020 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

This summer we will be offering VIRTUAL Summer Reli-
gious Education classes. In order to properly prepare, we need 
to know how many children will be coming to them. Once 
we know how many children we are having, we will send out 
details regarding the dates and times. If your child is joining 
the Virtual Bible Camp, they can also attend virtual Summer 
Religious Education Classes.
You can register up until July 3rd, contact the Parish Offi ce.

Summer 2020 Religious Education
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/forms/summer-2020-

religious-education-program

We are now in the fourth and fi nal 
year of the campaign! As of June 25, 
2020, we have received $150,657.06 
in pledges from 87 Parish Families. 
33.62% of the Parish Family goal 
has been achieved! Of the pledged 

amount, funds amounting to $119,624.56 have already been 
received. That’s 79.4% of our pledge! Thank you for follow-
ing this great journey celebrating our Archdiocese.

Remember! Once the fund received from St. Raphael’s 
surpassed the Works of Mercy Goal, 50% of the additional 
funds received have come back to us quarterly! Our cur-
rent share to-date is $39,312.28. Of that amount, we have 
received fi fteen quarterly payments as of June 1, 2020, 
amounting to $39,274.28.

We can receive more than $50,000 if all pledges are met! We 
will use these funds on projects that will improve our parish 
facilities! Let’s fi nish up the campaign with a fi nal push to 
return our total pledge to the Archdiocese and get the maxi-
mum returns for our parish by the end of the Fiscal Year, 
June 30!



NEWSWORTHY   

WHY I LOVE THE DECORATING MINISTRY 
By Ted Acero

Due to the restrictions 
on social gatherings, 
any of us who just 
celebrated our birth-
days and anniversaries 
during this pandemic 
would be content if our 
friends and relatives 
just sent their greet-
ings via text, called, or 
posted it on Facebook. 
But on the morning of 

my 51st birthday a couple weeks ago, I was pleasantly surprised to 
find a birthday sign on our front lawn done by my church friends, 
with everyone’s handwritten greeting on it. In the afternoon, each 
of them passed by our house (wearing masks) and dropped off  
different variations of my favorite dessert. The extra effort they 
went through, despite the prohibitions, showed me how much they 
really cared. This is similar to what we do in the decorating minis-
try here in St. Raphael. We go the extra mile in decorating  
the church to show our love to our God.  
Over 10 years ago, when our then pastor, Fr. Gerald, invited us 
to head the decorating ministry, we challenged ourselves that we 
should do more than just put up the church colors and buy flowers. 
We were inspired by the purpose of early church architecture to 
educate, evangelize, and illustrate the Gospel to bring the people 
closer to God. Thus, one of our first acts was to build an empty 
tomb at the altar during Easter to help us remember the miracle 
that we celebrate. Mass is a celebration. And at every party, we 
bring our own gifts. Some give the gift of their voice, some give 
the gifts of their treasures. Being an interior designer and architect, 
my wife, Sharon, and I were fortunate to be able to do this for the 
church.  As she said, “I love doing this as it allows me to give back 
from the blessings that I received.” The ministry is also headed by 
Marita Alarva who shares her green thumb and her love for arrang-
ing plants and flowers. She says, “I feel very blessed to be part of 
this team and be able to do this for the church.”
We are a team.  Decorating the church and bringing it to the next 
level takes more than the three of us. That is why, during this pan-
demic, when we were not allowed to have more than a couple  
of people in church, the church decoration has been very sparse 
and simple, even during Easter. Without the help of our ministry 
members and friends, we could not create the immersive backdrop 
and setting you have seen during past Easter and Christmas sea-
sons.  Each of them brings their own gifts and talents to the table. 
Even those of us who are not artistically inclined give the gifts of 
their time and hands. Remember, many hands make light work.  
All of us have thrown birthday parties before, and regardless of 
the venue, we know it is the personal touch - the effort of someone 
buying the balloons, putting up the streamers, planning the surprise 
- that makes it a true celebration and makes it personal and special. 
Our church is beautiful, but by joining us in the decorating minis-
try, we can make each Mass a true celebration that comes from our 
heart.

HONORING OUR VETERANS
It is with great sadness 
that we learn the pass-
ing of Pearl Harbor 
survivor and World 
War II superstar, Mr. 
Harry Ogg. He was 98. 
Harry enlisted in the 
Navy in June of 1941, 
and, after boot camp, 
was assigned to the 
USS Neosho AO 23, 

which was in the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 
7, 1941. After years of service, he returned home on 
August 14, 1945 on his birthday. During his time in the 
Navy he earned 5 battle stars and he thanks the good 
Lord he survived.

“Every Day is Memorial Day”. The Greatest GENERATIONS  
 Foundation Web: www.TGGF.org

VETERANS’ CORNER
July 4, 2020 marks the 244th 
birthday of our nation.  Adopted 
by Congress on July 4, 1776, 
our Declaration of Indepen-
dence announced to the world 
the unanimous decision of 
the 13 American colonies to 
declare themselves to be free 
and independent states.  When 
the revolutionary war broke out 
in April, 1775, few colonists 

wanted independence from Great Britain.  Those who did 
were considered radical.  By the middle of the following 
year, many more colonists came to favor independence. 
This day, July 4th, became the birth of that independence. 
This year’s celebration will be different. The day is  
usually marked with parades, fireworks, and gatherings  
to reaffirm the magnitude of what happened that day.  
The day, July 4, is a holiday that is not moved to make a 
three-day weekend. That could never happen. The Fourth 
of July is a special day and must be celebrated  
on the exact day to mark its importance. 
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Josette C. LaMonica, Manager  • 973-992-5581 •  N.J. License No. 3747

La Monica Memorial Home
Josephine Z. & R. Samuel LaMonica, Founders 1959

145 East Mount Pleasant Avenue • Livingston, New Jersey 07039

1-800-545-1020 www.airgroupllc.com

Our Tires Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Alignment

Brakes • Air Conditioning • Wheels
 56 E. Northfield Rd.

 973-533-0101
 LivingstonTire.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
“A Tradition of Excellence in Quality & Care”

Dr. John Hamberger, DMD • Dr. Jason Hamberger, DDS
SATURDAY & EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

155 S. Livingston Ave., Livingston

(973) 992-0075 
www.HambergerDentalAssociates.com

Large Pizza $8.95 
EVERYDAY
*Cannot be combined with  
any other coupon or offer*

69 E. Northfield Ave. 
Livingston, NJ

973-758-8111
ritaccosbrickovenpizzakitchen.com

BRICK OVEN 
PIZZA KITCHEN

ROBERT R. ANDERSEN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 3466

EDWARD J. SHAFFERY, JR.
MANAGER, NJ Lic. No. 3315

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
F U N E R A L  H O M E

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE | LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4871

JASON P. ROEFARO
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4908

22 Old Short Hills Rd #211
Livingston

973-994-7200Livingston Dental Arts LLC

Looking for a new dentist?  Look no more...
Livingston Dental Arts invites you to become a part of our family

Local State-of-the-art dentists Dr. Michael Lee and  
Dr. Vrajesh Shah are right around the corner! 
~ NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! ~

www.LivingstonDentalArts.com

743 Northfield Ave., Suite 2 / West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

(973) 669-8300 

Livingston • 606 W. Mount Pleasant Ave (Rte 10 West)

(973) 992-9100 • SchumacherChevy.com

(973) 985-2985
LANDSCAPING | SNOWPLOWING | IRRIGATION

Family 
Owned
Since 
1963

Free 
Estimates 973-325-3626

Liz Durkin, Esq.
354 Eisenhower Parkway Plaza II • Suite 2550
Livingston, New Jersey 07039
ldurkin@durkinfirm.com (email)
973.369.7912 (phone)
www.durkinlawnj.com

•  Wills, Trusts, Estates and  
Probate Litigation

• Variances, Zoning, and Land Use
•  Residential and Commercial  
Real Estate Closings

• Business Formations, Acquisitons, Sales
• Landlord / Tenant Matters

th
eDURKIN FIRM,llc


