
 
Mass Schedule: Weekdays: Monday- Saturday: 8:00am 

Saturday: 4pm & 6pm  |  Sunday: 8:00am, 10am, 12pm & 6pm   
  Livestream on Saturday: 4pm,  |  Sunday: 10am, 12pm and 6pm

The link is https://meet.google.com/bcj-bkok-vpe  Access code is bcj-bkok-vpe 
Weekday & Weekend in-person Masses -RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED  

email straphaelrcc@comcast.net, call 973-992-9490 or text 201-213-0764    

Parish Office - 973-992-9490  |  Parish Fax - 973-740-0236   
Parish E-Mail: straphaelrcc@comcast.net  |  Parish Website: www.straphaelnj.org

JULY 19, 2020 | 16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave.  
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

Served by
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor  

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz
Msgr. Venantius Fernando



Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of July 18th-July 26th

SATURDAY, July 18 & SUNDAY, July 19, 2020
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 12:13, 16-19;Rom 8:26-27;Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30
4:00pm Zietta DePaola†, Love and Miss You, r/o Cono De Paola

Doris Tango†, r/o Dee (daughter)
Barbara Wittig†, r/o John and Ronnie Frucci
Wojciech Maslowski†, r/o St. Raphael Family
8:00am Corazo Gonzales†, r/o Gonzales 5Ts

10:00am St. Joseph, r/o Christian Orsini
Gia Amores (Birthday Blessings), r/o Josie Amores

Patricia Stafford, r/o St. Raphael Parish
12:00pm St. Joseph, r/o Ralph

Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz †, r/o Edith Kurinzi
Bill Morgan†, r/o Andrea and Harry Jacquin

6:00pm Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o St. Raphael Seniors

MONDAY, July 20
Saint Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr

Mi 6:1-4, 6-8;Mt 12:38-42
8:00am Peter Dario†, r/o Alice Pagalilauan

TUESDAY, July 21
Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20;Mt 12:46-50
8:00am People of the Parish

WEDNESDAY, July 22  
Saint Mary Magdalene

Sg 3:1-4 or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
8:00am Alexander Restaino †, r/o Marilyn and Vince

THURSDAY, July 23  
Saint Bridget, Religious

Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13;Mt 13:10-17
8am People of the Parish

FRIDAY, July 24    
Saint Sharbel Makhluf, Priest

Jer 3:14-17;Mt 13:18-23
8:00am Brendon Devlin, r/o Cecilia Devlin

SATURDAY, July 25
Saint James, Apostle

2Cor 4:7-15
8:00am People of the Parish

4:00pm Sunnie Chi (Thanksgiving), r/o Y. Chi
Anne Alexander, r/o Sharon

Barbara Wittig†, r/o Kevin & Pat Donnelly
Carol Clark†, r/o Kevin, Janice, and Kristie Killen

SUNDAY, July 26 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12, Rom 8:28-30;Mt 13:44-46
8:00am Lucille & Jerry Mellilo, r/o Anne Galioto

10:00am Mark Damback, r/o Pete & Gary
Bill Morgan†, r/o Paula Sharkey

Albert & Tessa Almeda, Elsa Cantado†, Dana & Brian Finale 
(Blessings and Personal Intentions), r/o Tessa Almeda

12:00pm Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz, r/o Gregory and Karen Kundla
Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o Charles and Diana Quinn

John Ziffer, r/o Charles and Diana Quinn
6:00pm Matthew O’Connell, Jr. †, r/o St. Raphael Church 

† Deceased

From the Desk � Fr. Lito
What is Faith?

Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, 
you can say to this mountain, 

‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you.” 

(Matthew 17:20)

Most would probably agree that 2020 has provided an 
unprecedented example of what faith can do. For most of us, 
the thought of being prevented from walking through the 
doors of our church was unfathomable and the idea of being 
deprived of the true presence of our Lord in Holy Eucharist, 
simply unthinkable. It was as if the foundation of our faith 
was somehow pulled out from beneath us. People’s lives 
were turned upside down and so many were forced to deal 
with devastating tragedies.  

While it is true that most tragic events in our lives cause us 
to fi nd strength we never knew we had, this pandemic was 
somewhat different. This pandemic caused pain not only in 
the physical sense, but it seemingly took the very thing that 
we rely on for strength in times of pain and suffering, our 
church. 

Yet, here we are, four months later, in a place we probably 
thought we never would be. Our church is open - our parish 
has grown. People have found new ways of strengthening 
their faith and showing others that we are back, although 
modifi ed, but stronger than ever. The very obstacle that might 
have torn apart our church has provided the opportunity to 
rebuild it. 

How could that happen? It happens because of faith. So what 
is the defi nition of faith? 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

Regardless of how large or small, faith has the ability to 
transform. The power of faith rests in the fact that it is a 
manifestation of God’s love, because having faith in Him, is 
the one thing he desires most in us.

How many times in the scripture do we hear our Lord say to 
those who have asked him for healing, “Go, your faith has 
healed you”. Jesus could have said “your good works” or 
“your generosity” has healed you, and although these qualities 
are most pleasing to him, he said “your faith” has healed you.  

And isn’t faith the core of our belief that Jesus is truly present 
in the Eucharist? The bread and wine look the same after they 
have been consecrated, however, we know that Jesus has now 
come into our presence. Why are we able to receive Jesus in 
spiritual Communion? Because of faith. If we truly believe 
that Jesus can come into our hearts, and we truly want Him 
to be with us, Jesus will say to us “I am with you, your faith 
has healed you”.



TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education  
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/Offi ce Assistant 

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Kevin McCarthy, Youth Minister | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Dawn Duffy, Offi ce Assistant  
Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor | Brad Ziffer, Director of Music.

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | The Late Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:
Fr. Peter Aquino, Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen 
McCormick Campi, Mike Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Rosa 
Clavijo, Lilian Clemente, James Damgen, Mary DeLorenzo, 
Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Ronnie Frucci, 
John Frucci III, Ida Furrule, Pat Fusaro, Manuel Gisbert, 
Mary Hanlon, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Addie and 
Leo Luciano, Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, Michael 
McCaffery, Meg McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol McInnis, 
Paul McInnis, Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, Edward Neagle, 
Betty O’Leary, Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, 
Dr. Mercy Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, Louisa St. 
Fort, Lynda Szwedo, Lorna Troja, Gayle Trotta, Rose Velella, 
Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, Karen Spinelli Zager 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those affl icted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health 
care workers as they fi ght to save lives. Protect our law 
enforcement, fi re fi ghters, delivery personnel, and all other 
essential workers.

COLLECTION FOR 
THE WEEKEND OF

July 4-5, 2020: $6,576.00
Many thanks for your generosity

and your continued support of the parish.

ONLINE GIVING!!  NEW UPGRADED TOOL!
Our Online Giving platform, OLG, provided to us by Our 
Sunday Visitor (OSV), has upgraded to a new platform, called 
OSVHub. The new tool is more user-friendly: easier to sign 
in or sign up and easier to navigate. The new platform was put 
in place on June 4. If you are a current user, you should have 
received a message from OSV telling you about the transition 
and the fact that all of your information has been moved to the 
new platform.
If you currently use the tool by directly typing in the link 
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1423  on your computer (or 
via a saved bookmark), please change the link (and the book-
mark) to the following OSVHub link:
https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/funds. 
As part of the upgrade, the Smartphone App will no longer 
be needed. This new, friendlier platform can be accessed quite 
easily by typing the OSVHub link into the browser on your 
Smartphone.
If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Offi ce 
at 973-992-9490, Karen Kundla at 908-295-7903, or Dawn 
Duffy at 201-213-0764.

THE SANDWICH PROJECT WAS A SUCCESS!
Our efforts for the Sandwich Project were 
very much appreciated by Our Lady of the 
Valley Soup Kitchen. However, the Soup 
Kitchen is closed for the summer.  As a 
result, our Sandwich Collection will take 

a breather for the month of July. We are looking for other 
churches and Soup Kitchens that could use our help and will 
update you later in the month with what we will need 
going forward. Thank you for all your enthusiastic support: 
the out-pouring of sandwiches, food, and diapers was amazing. 
Together, we can make a difference. Please pass on the informa-
tion to anyone who may have been supporting our Project from 
outside the Parish.

Our goal this year is $41,391. As of July 
10, we have received $25,985 in pledges 
from 66 Parish Families. That’s 62.77% 
of the goal. Of the pledged amount, funds 
amounting to $20,728.34 have already 
been received!! If you have not yet 
pledged, please consider doing so to help 
in meeting the daily needs of the mem-
bers of the Archdiocese. 

 https://www.rcan.org/appeal

“Like” the St. Raphael Church Facebook Page
Look on our Facebook page for additional events & photos.

www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND
 BENEDICTION RETURN

Every Thursday at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
in the Church

At 6:00 pm, the Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed, followed by the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, the Rosary and 
quiet refl ection. Mass follows the 
refl ection. 

Please call for reservations.

First Friday Exposition & Devotion
Every First Friday of the Month 

at the 8:00 am Mass

First Saturday (Our Lady) Devotion 
Every First Saturday of the Month 

at the 8:00 am Mass



VIRTUAL BIBLE CAMP 2020
We thank Sister Monique and 
Kevin McCarthy for providing  
a virtual Bible Camp for the  
children of both St. Raphaels 
and St. Theresas parishes. Here 
are some images of the final 
week of the camp. As you can 
see, the children loved it.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION  
AND CELEBRATION OF THE MASS

We are back! We had our first livestream 
lesson on July 11 with 6 children in 
the church and 7 children at home. 
Although we did have some challenges 
staying in the view of the cameras, we 
were absolutely thrilled to come to-
gether with the children again after  

4 long months. Denise, Kelly, Mary Gayle, and Angeli  
Fernandez (our aide) presented the lessons in an engaging 
way that the children could understand, even online. There 
was play acting for the parable of the seeds, there was sing-
ing, and we certainly felt the love for the Lord and the joy 
from the children in the anticipation of receiving this Sacra-
ment. We continue our lessons on July 18 at 2 pm in the 
church, as well as livestreaming. Banner kits will be avail-
able at the church at the learning session for those attending 
in person, and in the Parish Office for those livestreaming.
The Mass of the Sacrament of Eucharist will be offered on 
August 1 and August 8 at 12:00 and 2:00 pm. 

Kelly and Angeli preparing the props for the cameras.

The children wearing their face masks and observing  
social distancing as they listen to the lesson.

 SUMMER 2020 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
This summer we will be offering VIRTUAL Summer Religious 
Education classes. The classes will be held from July 13 - 24.  

CHILDREN’S ROCK ROSARY 
Every Friday Evening 7:00 - 7:30, Beginning July 31

The idea is simple. Have each child find one or two rocks 
approximately 3” x 3” and decorate them with bright  
colors, illustrating what each child is thankful for  
(such as God, family, flowers, trees, pets, etc,). Then write 
the child’s first name on the back. Beginning July 31, we will 
meet each Friday evening at 7:00, and, with social distanc-
ing, each child can say the Hail Mary and place the stone in 
a pattern of the rosary beads around the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on the church lawn. If you cannot come at that 
time, you can take your child to the statue at your conve-
nience. Each week we will update everyone on the progress 
of this Children’s Rock Rosary, so that entire parish can 
watch it come together. This Rock Rosary will continue until 
we have enough rocks to create an entire rosary.



TRUE FREEDOM

There are still those 
today who cannot enjoy 
freedom from poverty. 

Why not celebrate your freedom by an act of kindness? 
One way to do this is by donating your unwanted used 
clothing, small appliances, shoes, linens, sheets, towels, 
stuffed animals, novels, toys, and children’s books to our 
Catholic Charities donations bin located on our property. 

NEWSWORTHY   

PEACE AND HAPPINESS IN SERVING
By Maria Lee

When I think of the work I do in our com-
munity and the amazing energy I get in doing 
the work for all, I cannot help but quote the 
title of the book of Mother Teresa of Calcutta:  
Mother’s Teresa’s Prescription: Finding 
Happiness and Peace in Service.
“It is in the mysterious ways of love for God, 
compassion for the poor, and peace within 
your heart, that we fi nd purpose in life and we 

feel closest to Jesus. I often think about the work we have done in 
the past… and the reasons why we dedicate so much time to help 
others, and what we learn from each experience. What is your mes-
sage Lord? What do we do with all of this knowledge and hands-on 
experiences? Who notices? Are you watching?  Who truly cares?”  
Mary Gayle, a fervent parishioner at St. Raphael, said to me one 
day, “You should come and meet our community at St. Raphael. 
You will love it there…we have a new priest, and we can use 
your help.”…  
Those were challenging times at our amazing St. Raphael Parish, 
but, like you, I was amazed by the leadership of Father Lito…our 
newly appointed pastor. What Father Lito wants ... we do!! He 
has a vision and we want to be a part of it!  The willingness and 
warmth of the people brought us even closer.  Nothing could 
stop us now. We were all working in harmony for the good of the 
community. 
Many times people ask, where do you fi nd all this energy? I can 
only go back to the subtitle of the book, “I Found Happiness and 
Peace in Serving”! We are working together sharing ideas…people 
want to volunteer, donate, make it happen.
The Easter Bunny found a new home, to make children and adults 
smile. People want to work together to make it a success. Business 
owners, friends, and family all did it together for happiness and 
peace in our hearts.  
We managed to have the Church Picnic… the train… a wish made 
come true, only possible through the amazing generosity of our St. 
Raphael community and businesses from Livingston and beyond. 
I often ask God, what is our next assignment? A tremendous feel-
ing fi lls my heart that can only come from HIS love and approval 
to care for one another and to continue to do good.
Let’s continue our paths wherever it make takes us, with our focus 
on love, compassion, and peace among us. Because, like Mother 
Teresa wrote,  “Finding Happiness and Peace in Service to me is 
the best feeling in the world.”
TO SERVE YOU WITH ALL MY HEART AND SOUL.  
Jesus I trust in YOU. Thank you for giving me all of my new 
friends at St. Raphael. It is what I call my spiritual home!

VETERANS’ CORNER

This story goes back to October 2013. It is a story that 
needs to be told, especially these days, when we must 
foster patriotism. 

Josh Hargis was an Army Ranger stationed in 
Afghanistan. The mission of his unit was to capture 
a high-profi le individual. They arrived at a house and 
asked those inside to come out. One man appeared and 
showed he was not wearing a suicide vest. As they went 
to speak to him, a woman  came out and detonated a 
vest, killing several Rangers immediately. As medics 
went in to help, 13 more devices went off, killing and 
wounding more troops. 

Josh was seriously wounded. In a hospital, in 
Afghanistan, he was pushed through many surgeries 
and emerged, hours later, in intensive care. A ceremony 
was conducted to present Josh with a Purple Heart for 
wounds he received. There were more than 50 people 
in his room. They all assumed Josh was unconscious. 
As the Purple Heart was presented, Josh began to move 
his right arm under the blanket, trying to salute the 
offi cer, as is customary during this part of the ceremony. 
Despite his wounds, wrappings, tubes and pain, Josh 
fought the doctors trying to restrain his right arm and 
rendered a beautiful salute.

Reprinted from Guardianofvalor.com

Looking for Used iPhones
We are looking for used iPhones (from 6 and up) to be used 
for our livestreaming events. Please call the Parish Offi ce 

if you have one to donate. Thank you so much.
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Josette C. LaMonica, Manager  • 973-992-5581 •  N.J. License No. 3747

La Monica Memorial Home
Josephine Z. & R. Samuel LaMonica, Founders 1959

145 East Mount Pleasant Avenue • Livingston, New Jersey 07039

1-800-545-1020 www.airgroupllc.com

Our Tires Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Alignment

Brakes • Air Conditioning • Wheels
 56 E. Northfield Rd.

 973-533-0101
 LivingstonTire.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
“A Tradition of Excellence in Quality & Care”

Dr. John Hamberger, DMD • Dr. Jason Hamberger, DDS
SATURDAY & EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

155 S. Livingston Ave., Livingston

(973) 992-0075 
www.HambergerDentalAssociates.com

Large Pizza $8.95 
EVERYDAY
*Cannot be combined with  
any other coupon or offer*

69 E. Northfield Ave. 
Livingston, NJ

973-758-8111
ritaccosbrickovenpizzakitchen.com

BRICK OVEN 
PIZZA KITCHEN

ROBERT R. ANDERSEN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 3466

EDWARD J. SHAFFERY, JR.
MANAGER, NJ Lic. No. 3315

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
F U N E R A L  H O M E

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE | LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4871

JASON P. ROEFARO
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4908

22 Old Short Hills Rd #211
Livingston

973-994-7200Livingston Dental Arts LLC

Looking for a new dentist?  Look no more...
Livingston Dental Arts invites you to become a part of our family

Local State-of-the-art dentists Dr. Michael Lee and  
Dr. Vrajesh Shah are right around the corner! 
~ NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! ~

www.LivingstonDentalArts.com

743 Northfield Ave., Suite 2 / West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

(973) 669-8300 

Livingston • 606 W. Mount Pleasant Ave (Rte 10 West)

(973) 992-9100 • SchumacherChevy.com

(973) 985-2985
LANDSCAPING | SNOWPLOWING | IRRIGATION

Family 
Owned
Since 
1963

Free 
Estimates 973-325-3626

Liz Durkin, Esq.
354 Eisenhower Parkway Plaza II • Suite 2550
Livingston, New Jersey 07039
ldurkin@durkinfirm.com (email)
973.369.7912 (phone)
www.durkinlawnj.com

•  Wills, Trusts, Estates and  
Probate Litigation

• Variances, Zoning, and Land Use
•  Residential and Commercial  
Real Estate Closings

• Business Formations, Acquisitons, Sales
• Landlord / Tenant Matters

th
eDURKIN FIRM,llc


