
 
Mass Schedule: Weekdays: Monday- Saturday: 8:00am 

Saturday: 4pm & 6pm  |  Sunday: 8:00am, 10am, 12pm & 6pm   
  Livestream on Saturday: 4pm  |  Sunday: 10am, 12pm and 6pm

The link is https://meet.google.com/bcj-bkok-vpe  Access code is bcj-bkok-vpe 
Weekday & Weekend in-person Masses -RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED  

email straphaelrcc@comcast.net, call 973-992-9490 or text 201-213-0764    

Parish Office - 973-992-9490  |  Parish Fax - 973-740-0236   
Parish E-Mail: straphaelrcc@comcast.net  |  Parish Website: www.straphaelnj.org

JULY 26, 2020 | 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Parish Family of

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
346 East Mount Pleasant Ave.  
Livingston, New Jersey 07039

Served by
Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor  

Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz
Msgr. Venantius Fernando



Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of July 26th-August 2nd

SATURDAY, July 25 & SUNDAY, July 26, 2020
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12, Rom 8:28-30;Mt 13:44-46
4:00pm Sunnie Chi (Thanksgiving), r/o Y. Chi

Anne Alexander, r/o Sharon
Barbara Wittig†, r/o Kevin & Pat Donnelly

Carol Clark†, r/o Kevin, Janice, and Kristie Killen
Bacilio Les Lagua† r/o Lagua Family
Santiago Lagua†, r/o Lagua Family
Eugenio Laping†, r/o Lagua Family

80th Birthday of Thomas Clark, r/o Kevin, Janice 
and Kristie Killen 

8:00am Lucille & Jerry Mellilo, r/o Anne Galioto
10:00am Mark Damback, r/o Pete & Gary

Bill Morgan†, r/o Paula Sharkey
Albert & Tessa Almeda, Elsa Cantado†, Dana & Brian Finale 

(Blessings and Personal Intentions), r/o Tessa Almeda
12:00pm Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz †, r/o Gregory and Karen Kundla

Sonny Ciamillo†, r/o Charles and Diana Quinn
John Ziffer†, r/o Charles and Diana Quinn

6:00pm Matthew O’Connell, Jr. †, r/o St. Raphael Church 
MONDAY, July 27

Jer 13:1-11;Mt 13:31-35
8:00am Lucy & Jason Greer (21st Death Anniversary), 

r/o The Family
Pedro Pascual Baugh†, r/o by his sisters 

TUESDAY, July 28
Jer 14:17-22;Mt 13:36-43

8:00am Gennaro B Mutone †, r/o wife Phyllis
Pio Alarva (1 year death ), r/o Richie & Marita Alarva

WEDNESDAY, July 29  
Jer 15:10, 16-21;Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42

8:00am Gabriella Pugliano (Deceased), r/o Francis Pugliano
THURSDAY, July 30  

Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13:47-53

8am Jennifer Lee (in Thanksgiving)

FRIDAY, July 31    
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

Jer 26:1-9;Mt 13:54-58
8:00am Greg Bylo (2nd Anniversary†), r/o The Kim Family

SATURDAY, August 1
Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Jer 26:11-16, 24;Mt 14:1-12
8:00am William & Josephine Flanagan†, r/o Denise
4:00pm Mary Davis†, r/o Karen & Gregory Kundla

Bill Morgan†, r/o St. Raphael Seniors
The Fusaro Family, r/o Pat & Frank Fusaro

SUNDAY, August 2 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Is 55:1-3;Rom 8:35, 37-39;Mt 14:13-21
8am Chris Chen, r/o The Tan Family

10:00am Fr. George Keating (deceased), r/o St. Raphael Parish
Lillian Cabiltes†, r/o Carmina & Ricardo Cabiltes

12pm Gertrudes Tatad, r/o Aranjuez Family
Salvatore Finelli†, r/o Caterina Fastiggi

6pm Dr. Thomas Bejgrowicz †, r/o Joe Lanni
Barbara Wittig†, r/o Joe Lanni

† Deceased

From the Desk �  the Parish Pastorial Council
Today’s readings all tell us something about 
working toward an ultimate goal – the treasure 
beyond all treasures. If we, like the merchant 
searching for fi ne pearls, fi nd the best one, then, 
as he did, everything we do should be directed 
toward getting that “best one”. What IS the 

“best one” for us: achieving heaven, the doors to which were 
opened by Jesus through His death and resurrection!  

So, what’s our plan for getting there? The merchant “sold every-
thing”. He focused every activity on doing what he had to do to 
achieve the goal of owning that perfect pearl. How do we form 
and keep to a plan when the goal is truly in the future, and we 
are dealing with day-to-day activities?

God has a plan for our “welfare and not for woe”, to give us 
a “future of hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11). The problem is that we 
sometimes are impatient and move to action without really 
understanding the plan that God has. When God asked Solomon, 
the newly-made King of the Israelites, what he wanted, Solomon 
asked for an understanding heart, so that he could judge God’s 
people and distinguish right from wrong. He asked for wisdom 
to see what was needed and come up with the right way, not only 
to address those needs, but to help the people understand why. I 
believe that God’s plan for us is in the day-to-day: how we use the 
opportunities to “hear His voice”; how we see Him in the events 
of our day; how we respond to those events. Like pebbles tossed 
in the pond, our actions cause ripples that impact others, and go on 
forever toward our goal.

Today, the coronavirus touches everything we do. We pray daily 
for an end to the suffering, and a cure that will move us through 
the pandemic. Like the merchant, we would “sell everything”, do 
anything, to see that suffering stop.  We try to understand how to 
make things better for those around us. We want to throw open our 
storeroom, like the heads of household, to provide nourishment to 
those whom we love, and to all God’s people. But the opportuni-
ties to serve God, to work for the goal of pleasing him, are all 
there and are part of the big plan. We can still work with our chil-
dren to help them learn at home. We can offer to help a neighbor 
who cannot get out to the store, or who cannot take care of their 
yards. We can offer positive greetings to those whom we see, even 
if we are seeing them via social distancing. We can help ensure 
their safety by wearing our masks in public. We’ve seen so much 
evidence of how people are using the present – the today – toward 
the goal. Our SAC team’s Sandwich Project allowed us to provide 
thousands of sandwiches to nourish those who were without food, 
who weren’t sure where their next meal would come from. Some 
days, acting will be easy, and some days, it will be challenging.  
But, each day God will give us what we need to love and serve 
Him. We just have to trust in Him – always.
And most importantly, we can pray: pray that we all of us will 
have the wisdom and kindness of Solomon. God gave Solomon 
the wisdom to know how to help, and He gives it to us, too. And 
we have to listen and to work with Him. And move toward that 
most precious goal – heaven.

Ka� n Davis Kundla,  President of the PPC



TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education   
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/Office Assistant  

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Kevin McCarthy, Youth Minister | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Dawn Duffy, Office Assistant   
Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor | Brad Ziffer, Director of Music. 

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | The Late Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: 
Fr. Peter Aquino, Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen  
McCormick Campi, Mike Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Rosa 
Clavijo, Lilian Clemente, James Damgen, Mary DeLorenzo, 
Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Ronnie Frucci, 
John Frucci III, Ida Furrule, Pat Fusaro, Manuel Gisbert, 
Mary Hanlon, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Addie and  
Leo Luciano, Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, Michael  
McCaffery, Meg McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol McInnis,  
Paul McInnis, Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, Edward Neagle, 
Betty O’Leary, Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, 
Dr. Mercy Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, Louisa St. 
Fort, Lynda Szwedo, Lorna Troja, Gayle Trotta, Rose Velella,  
Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, Karen Spinelli Zager 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those afflicted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health 
care workers as they fight to save lives. Protect our law 
enforcement, fire fighters, delivery personnel, and all other 
essential workers.

COLLECTION FOR  
THE WEEKEND OF 

July 11-12, 2020: $6,187.00
Many thanks for your generosity 

and your continued support of the parish.
  

MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE
The music ministry has grown since we began our livestream 
Masses. Many people of all differnt ages came forward and 
volunteered to sing from home. Each week we saw more and 
more talented volunteers share the gift of song and praise with 
our parish family. Here, you can get to know them better.

Nick Carrotto
I love singing; have ever since I was a 
kid...and I feel so blessed to be able to! I 
am a cantor in a church out of town, and a  
parishioner of St. Raphael’s Church since last 
year - I’m so happy to be part of this family. 
The past few months have been such a joyful 
rewarding opportunity, allowing me to offer 
time to our Parish to sing at our Masses. And 
the livestream is a perk in these trying times. 

I’m enjoying it. Thank you Father Lito and all for letting me 
be a part of the experience. 

The Gonzales Sisters: Tessa, Talia and Toni

Over the past couple of months of singing and playing the 
piano for virtual Masses, we feel we’ve grown even closer  
to the St. Raph’s community. We love spreading our love  
for music and celebrating our faith every weekend. 

Charley and Madison Badawi
”I love singing during Mass because  
I get to sing for other people and I 
love the songs I sing for God and I 
get to share my love for music.”  
Charley Badawi, 7

“I like hearing my big sister sing  
during church because she seems  
like she really loves it and to me 
that’s beautiful.”  
Madison Badawi, 4

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND 
 BENEDICTION RETURN 

Every Thursday at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
in the Church

At 6:00 pm, the Blessed Sacrament  
is exposed, followed by the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, the Rosary and 
quiet reflection. Mass follows the 
reflection at 7:30 pm. 

Please call for reservations.

First Friday Exposition & Devotion
Every First Friday of the Month  

at the 8:00 am Mass
 

First Saturday (Our Lady) Devotion  
Every First Saturday of the Month  

at the 8:00 am Mass

Looking for Used iPhones
We are looking for used iPhones (from 6 and up) to be used 
for our livestreaming events. Please call the Parish Office  

if you have one to donate. Thank you so much.



MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE ... continued
Erica Morreale

Singing for church has always been a 
passion of mine. At the start of CO-
VID-19, I was so saddened by the fact 
that churches would close & then my 
weekly routine of singing at church 
would be put on hold. Thanks to my 
St Raphael’s family, I was given the 
chance to continue my passion and 

sing from home. I love getting the chance to continue to do 
this activity that brings so much joy into my life, virtually, 
alongside so many friends from St. Raphael’s parish.

Gabby Aguinaldo
What I like about singing is that I get 
to serve the church and be a part of the 
Mass. I am glad that I get to sing every 
week and help St. Raphael’s parish. 
Singing every week is an opportunity for 
me to improve. I hope to continue doing 
what I do for the church. 

Stephanie Aguinaldo
I always look forward to perform-
ing during Mass almost every Sunday 
with my sister because we have fun. 
Throughout the week, we enjoy the little 
moments of practicing with different 
songs, and we love getting to put a smile 
on people’s faces and see them smile. I 
enjoy expressing myself on the piano and 

enjoy the short time in the spotlight. We took a chance with 
performing for Mass and we love it more than anything!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION  
AND CELEBRATION OF THE MASS

We concluded our last training for First 
Eucharist on July 18 with 7 children in 
the church, sitting with their parents 
in the pews, and 6 children at home, 
through livestream. We were able to 
overcome  some challenges this time 
by staying in the view of the camera 

and using the microphone better. We are so happy to see the 
children in person and on livestream. Denise, Kelly, Mary 
Gayle, and Angeli Fernandez (our aide) presented the final 
lessons of the Loaves and the Fishes, and the Last Supper. 
These children have been so patient and are so excited to be 
able to receive this Sacrament, it warms our hearts to see it. 
We can all certainly relate to wanting to receive the Eucha-
rist during this time of being separated from it. The parents 
could not have been more understanding or gracious about 
the change in the plans for First Eucharist training and Mass. 
The Masses will be offered for the childen and their familes 
on August 1st and 8th at 12:00 and 2:00 pm, and on  
August 15th and 29th at 2:00 pm. 

Miss Denise, 
Angeli and 
Kelly singing a 
song of “Amen” 
to the children.
Amen is their 
joyful response 
of acceptance of 
the Eucharist.

Kelly and 
Angeli came 
to each child 
in the church 
to show them a 
lesson from the 
book as Denise 
showed it on 
the livestream 
camera.

Please keep 
these children and their families in your prayers.The children 
who will be receivig their First Eucharist are: Isabella Taylor, 
Sydney and Graydon Winter, Jesse Agress, Leone Obien,  
Anthony Carool, PJ Pannucci, Enzo Santiago, Giavanna  
Scuorzo, Noelia Arochio, Jesse Paglucci, Christian Hotra,  
Emily Grace Moussallem-Cascio, Jocelyne Fernandez

CHILDREN’S ROCK ROSARY 
Every Friday Evening 7:00 - 7:30, Beginning July 31

The idea is simple. Have each child 
find one or two rocks approxi-
mately 3” x 3” and decorate them 
with bright colors, illustrating 
what each child is thankful for  
(such as God, family, flowers, 
trees, pets, etc,). Then write the 
child’s first name on the back.  

Beginning July 31, we will meet each Friday evening at 
7:00, and, with social distancing, each child can say the Hail 
Mary and place the stone in a pattern of the rosary beads 
around the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the church 
lawn. If you cannot come at that time, you can take your 
child to the statue at your convenience. Each week, we will 
update everyone on the progress of this Children’s Rock 
Rosary, so that entire parish can watch it come together.  
This Rock Rosary will continue until we have enough rocks 
to create an entire rosary.

“Like” the St. Raphael Church Facebook Page
Look on our Facebook page for additional events & photos.

www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston



NEWSWORTHY   

I met Sylvia Barrasso at Michael’s during one of my lunch 
breaks. We recognized each other as parishioners of St. Raphael.  
I mentioned to Sylvia that I was looking for vases to use for Fr. 
Burns’ Golden Anniversary in May 2017.  Mary Gayle Scheper 
was organizing the event, in coordination with the Seniors Group.  
She invited me to join the committee. She asked if I would do 
centerpieces. I said I would, which brought me to the store.  
Through Sylvia, I met and became friends with Ann Galioto, 
another member of the Seniors Group. Our friendship was born!   
Our work had begun! Michael’s, Amazing Savings and the Dollar 
Stores became our playgrounds!
The three of us began planning what to do. Without any formal 
training, we used and coordinated our imaginations, enjoying 
each other’s company in the process. We bought 30+ vases and 
decided to use fresh slices of lemon, with a rosebud floating on 
the lemon slices and finished off with fresh mint. We used tall 
vases with spring flowers on the dessert, as well as on the bever-
age, tables. Boy, Tobias Hall looked great and smelled great, too! 
Pretty  good for “three amateurs”! When Fr. Lito became the 
Pastor, he invited the West Point Cadets Catholic Choir to visit 
our church, as they had in his former Parish. When their visit 
was confirmed, the planning for their visit began. Fr. Lito asked 
parishioners for help and help he got! Dinner was hosted by one 
group of volunteers while overnight accommodations were pro-
vided by several host families. 
Sylvia, Ann and I were asked to host breakfast and lunch for the 
cadets. We focused our attention on the Army colors of black and 
gold. We bought new white linen tablecloths, white dinner and 
dessert dishes with gold trim, gold napkins, and black flatware.     
Since the event was scheduled in November, we thought it appro-
priate to use pinecones and twigs from our backyards on the food 
and dessert/drinks tables. Christmas flowers blended well with 
the table settings. Continental breakfast, provided by Fr. Lito, was 
ready for the cadets before the 9:00 A.M. Mass, and light lunch 
of sandwiches, salads, etc. from Lakeside Deli, also provided by 
Fr. Lito, after the 11:30 A.M. Mass.  We donated apple, blueberry, 
and cherry pies for dessert to finish off the luncheon. It was fun to 
watch the cadets gather after lunch around the piano, singing and 
having a great time! They promised to come back!  
The cadets did come back and once again, Father Lito asked us 
to set up breakfast and lunch for the Cadets for their 2nd visit on 
November 16, 2019. We used the same color theme --  dishes, 
flatware and napkins and all, but changed our centerpieces, this 
time  using tall cylinder vases with tangerines (can pass as gold 
color!) and taped a cute and silly note, “Take me, I am sweet” 
with black ribbons tied around the vases. In addition, we prepared 
brown bags for each Cadet with goodies to snack on in the bus on 
their way back to West Point. Again, the Cadets felt so welcome 
and enjoyed their second visit!
The “Fr. Alphonse’s Orchestra By The Sea”, a world-class, full 
orchestra, performed in our church twice. Fr. Lito asked us to
help organize part of the event – prepare rooms with bowls of  
cut- up fruits and a specific size bottle of water. We set up the

PLANNING CHURCH EVENTS HAS BEEN FUN AND REWARDING
By Edith Martin

counting room for Fr. Alphonse, the Music and the Raphael 
rooms for the musicians (ladies and gents were separated as they 
need changing rooms).  Bowls of fruits, napkins and colorful, 
cute, fancy toothpicks, placed in crystal clear cups, were used to 
pick the fruit slices to eat. We also set up food and drinks tables 
for the ushers and other volunteers who helped at the event. For 
the orchestra’s second visit, we set up a sitdown dinner for the 
concert’s sponsors and donors in the Rectory. As in other events, 
we enjoyed being a part of the Fr. Alphonse concerts.  
In addition to the above major events, in May 2019, Fr. Lito asked 
if I could organize the Seniors Luncheon, which Mary Hanlon, 
the Seniors Group President, held yearly at the Rock Spring 
Golf Club in West Orange. Bishop Marconi requested that Fr. 
Lito “hold the event this time in Tobias Hall”.  I sought the help 
of Sylvia and Ann, since I had no idea what the significance of 
the event was. We had a quick meeting with Fr. Lito as we were 
faced with the biggest challenge -- who to ask to give the opening 
remarks and introduce Bishop Marconi as Keynote Speaker on 
behalf of Mary Hanlon.  We agreed that it is logical to ask the 
Seniors Group Vice-President at that time, Topsy McCormick.  
However, Topsy respectfully declined our request, due to health 
reasons, (Topsy recently passed away). We then asked the Seniors 
Group Secretary, Phyllis Mautone. She graciously accepted 
to give the opening remarks and introduce Bishop Marconi as 
Keynote Speaker. Working with Sylvia and Ann, it became easy 
and fun planning this event. We decided on succulents as center-
pieces, which we awarded to an attendee at each table, who found 
the winning phrase under his or her seat (boy, they had fun look-
ing for the winning phrase)!  We also bought surprise gifts for a 
woman and a man (summer wide brim hat with a matching scarf 
and a tie, respectively) which we raffled off. The winning names 
were picked by one of the Knights of Columbus, who had cooked 
and provided the lunch!

We also helped Fr. Lito organize and plan smaller events on short 
notices, such as the Catechists’ luncheon. We are honored to have 
been entrusted with these challenges and responsibilities. We 
loved and enjoyed every minute and solidified the friendships 
Sylvia Barrasso, Ann Galioto and I have developed during the last 
few years. Of course, we could not have done these events with-
out the help of other parishioners…Phyllis Mautone, Lucy Farrel, 
Millie Nunn, to name a few, and especially, Denise Flanagan, 
who joined our group during the Cadets’ visit last year. We look 
forward to helping Fr. Lito plan and organize future events. It 
challenges us to be creative and WE ALWAYS HAVE FUN!!!
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La Monica Memorial Home
Josephine Z. & R. Samuel LaMonica, Founders 1959

145 East Mount Pleasant Avenue • Livingston, New Jersey 07039

1-800-545-1020 www.airgroupllc.com

Our Tires Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Alignment

Brakes • Air Conditioning • Wheels
 56 E. Northfield Rd.

 973-533-0101
 LivingstonTire.com

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
“A Tradition of Excellence in Quality & Care”

Dr. John Hamberger, DMD • Dr. Jason Hamberger, DDS
SATURDAY & EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

155 S. Livingston Ave., Livingston

(973) 992-0075 
www.HambergerDentalAssociates.com

Large Pizza $8.95 
EVERYDAY
*Cannot be combined with  
any other coupon or offer*

69 E. Northfield Ave. 
Livingston, NJ

973-758-8111
ritaccosbrickovenpizzakitchen.com

BRICK OVEN 
PIZZA KITCHEN

ROBERT R. ANDERSEN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 3466

EDWARD J. SHAFFERY, JR.
MANAGER, NJ Lic. No. 3315

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
F U N E R A L  H O M E

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE | LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4871

JASON P. ROEFARO
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4908

22 Old Short Hills Rd #211
Livingston

973-994-7200Livingston Dental Arts LLC

Looking for a new dentist?  Look no more...
Livingston Dental Arts invites you to become a part of our family

Local State-of-the-art dentists Dr. Michael Lee and  
Dr. Vrajesh Shah are right around the corner! 
~ NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! ~

www.LivingstonDentalArts.com

743 Northfield Ave., Suite 2 / West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

(973) 669-8300 

Livingston • 606 W. Mount Pleasant Ave (Rte 10 West)

(973) 992-9100 • SchumacherChevy.com

(973) 985-2985
LANDSCAPING | SNOWPLOWING | IRRIGATION

Family 
Owned
Since 
1963

Free 
Estimates 973-325-3626

Liz Durkin, Esq.
354 Eisenhower Parkway Plaza II • Suite 2550
Livingston, New Jersey 07039
ldurkin@durkinfirm.com (email)
973.369.7912 (phone)
www.durkinlawnj.com

•  Wills, Trusts, Estates and  
Probate Litigation

• Variances, Zoning, and Land Use
•  Residential and Commercial  
Real Estate Closings

• Business Formations, Acquisitons, Sales
• Landlord / Tenant Matters
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