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Talking to A True Listener
By Karen Davis Kundla

Before I retired, I managed a large group of people. One of 
the courses the company offered for managers was called 
Active Listening. Active Listening requires the listener to 
fully concentrate on what is being said, understand it, re-
spond when appropriate, and remember what is said. That 
discourages things that listeners (and bosses) frequently 
do: not listening to the entire conversation because they are 
already “planning” their responses; jumping in with remarks 
like “that happened to me, too” or “you have got to be kid-
ding”; changing the subject to what they think should be the 
focus. It’s hard to be an active listener, but being one makes 
you not only a better manager, but a better friend, a better 
spouse, a better parent.

In today’s fi rst reading, Job laments about his life and the 
awful things that have happened to him. His days are fi lled 
with misery, passing without hope and offering no sign of 
happiness in the future. His very long story is captured in 
the Wisdom Books of the Bible, which generally follow the 
theme that happiness will be the reward for living a righteous 
life. The inverse would also be true: living a life that is
not in accordance with the Law will result in a life of misery. 
Job knows he hasn’t done that, so WHY is he living in 
misery? He talks to EVERYONE about his problems, and 
most are not active listeners. They offer only questions and 
comments – about him, his apparent behavior, and God’s 
obvious reaction to that behavior. Job defends himself but 
cannot come up with an answer that satisfi es. However, even
while ranting and wailing about his misfortune, he refuses to 
blame God for it. He eventually calls upon God for answers, 
but only after much time does he come to realize, in telling 
the whole story, that God’s ways are different than those of 
men. While people might turn against someone who had 
done wrong, God doesn’t do that. God is always there, 
always forgiving, always loving his people. God, the ultimate
active listener, paid attention to his laments, heard the whole 
story, and responded by giving Job the answer of under-
standing.

In the Gospel, Jesus, having cured Peter’s mother-in-law, was 
besieged by people with various diseases who came to Him for 
healing. At the end of an exceptionally long night, Jesus went 
to a deserted place to talk to His Father. I think He needed the 
comfort of an active listener who would focus on His efforts, 
as well as the demands of those who saw Him as one who 
could cure the sick but did not really understand that He would 
also ultimately redeem them from Original Sin. When He was 
fi nished and refreshed, He was ready to go out to all the nearby 
villages and continue his ministry.

We live in diffi cult times, and, in many cases, have experienced 
miseries like Job –  illness, the loss of family, property, fortune. 
Having friends who will listen to us is important as they pro-
vide a release mechanism for the pent-up stress we experience. 
But the ultimate listener is still God. Don’t forget that He 
will always be there, paying full attention to us. We may not 
immediately hear or understand His answer, but we know it is 
there. Remember – God sometimes speaks in whisper. We just 
need to listen carefully to hear him.

Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions
Week of February 7 through February 15

SATURDAY, February 6  & SUNDAY, February 7   
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23; Mk 1:29-39 
4:00pm Linda Halleran†, r/o Carol Ann McCaffery

Vincent Tavormina†, r/o Mauro Family 
James Damgen†, r/o Tilley Family

D’Alto and Tropiano Families, r/o Cono
Andrea Barbier for Healing Intentions, r/o Kratzer Family 

8:00am People of the Parish
10:00am Joan Klein†, r/o Martin Family 

Patricia Ann Stein†, r/o St. Raphael Church
Nancy Kloc†, r/o Edith Martin 

12:00pm Efe Osemeha (Birthday), r/o Mercy Osemeha
6:00pm Dolores Delucia†, r/o Cavaleri Family

MONDAY, February 8
Saint Jerome Emiliani and Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 

Gn 1:1-19; Mk 6:53-56
8:00am Manuel Pagalilauan, r/o Alicia Pagalilauan 

TUESDAY, February 9
Fifth Tuesday in Ordinary Time

Gn 1:20—2:4a; Mk 7:1-13 
8:00am People of the Parish

WEDNESDAY, February 10  
Saint Scholastica, Virgin

Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Mk 7:14-23
8:00am People of the Parish

THURSDAY, February 11  
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Gn 2:18-25; Mk 7:24-30 
World Day of the Sick 

8:00am Rose DeCastro (Special Intentions), 
r/o Alicia Pagalilauan

FRIDAY, February 12
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Gn 3:1-8; Mk 7:31-37 
8:00am Lenaida Palma-Gonzaga†, r/o Alice Pagalilauan

SATURDAY, February 13
Blessed Virgin Mary

Gn 3:9-24; Mk 8:1-10 
8:00am People of the Parish

4:00pm Valentino Kim, r/o Angela Kim
Albert & Tessa Almeda, Elsa Cantado, Tee Family & Brian & 

Dana Finale (Good Health, Personal Needs & Intentions), 
r/o Albert & Tessa Almeda

Maverick Umahon (30th Birthday), r/o Umahon Family

SUNDAY, February 14
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Cor 10:31—11:1; Mk 1:40-45 
8:00am People of the Parish

10:00am Janina† (3 years) and Wojciech Perkowski† (11 years), 
r/o Recko Grabowski 

12:00pm People of the Parish
6:00pm People of the Parish

† Deceased



TRUSTEES: Karen Kundla & Ben Spinelli | PARISH STAFF: Rev. Joseph Bejgrowicz, Director of Religious Education  
Denise Flanagan, Coordinator Religious Education | Elena Lagrimas, Receptionist | Mirasol Mariano, Receptionist/Offi ce Assistant 

Donna Mauro, Bookkeeper | Kevin McCarthy, Youth Minister | Alicja Recko, Plant Services | Dawn Duffy, Offi ce Assistant  
Mary Gayle Scheper, Coordinator Religious Education, Bulletin Editor | Brad Ziffer, Director of Music.

Rev. Gerald F. Greaves, Pastor Emeritus | The Late Rev. Msgr. G. Thomas Burns, Pastor Emeritus

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:
Fr. Peter Aquino, Gail Bennett Owens, Ralph Bonanno, 
Connor Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen McCormick Campi, 
Mike Capizzano, Paul Cetrulo, Rosa Clavijo, Lilian Clemente, 
Tara Corduan, James Damgen, Mary DeLorenzo, Ines DeJesus, 
John Dzera, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Ronnie Frucci, 
John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro, Ann Galioto, Erlinda Gatchalian, 
John Gilliland, Manuel Gisbert, Mary Hanlon, Valerie Haynes, 
Barry Klein, Barbara Kohm, Joseph Kratzer III, Addie and 
Leo Luciano, Adele Mangano, Mirasol Mariano, Michael 
McCaffery, Mag McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol McInnis, 
Paul McInnis, Agnes Miranda, Anne Morgan, Edward Neagle, 
Gerardo Pangan, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, Dr. Mercy 
Rivera, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine Sapia, Louisa St. Fort, 
Lynda Szwedo, Rodney Tilley, Lorna Troja, Gayle Trotta, 
Carmen Vasquez, Rose Velella, Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, 
Karen Spinelli Zager. 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans.
Heal those affl icted with the Coronavirus. Protect our health 
care workers as they fi ght to save lives. Protect our law 
enforcement, fi re fi ghters, delivery personnel, and all other 
essential workers.

OFFERTORY TOTAL 
FOR THE WEEKEND OF

January 23-24, 2021: $5,358.00 

Many thanks for your generosity
and your continued support of the parish.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
 AND BENEDICTION

Every Thursday at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
in the Church

At 6:00 pm, the Blessed Sacrament 
is exposed, followed by the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, the Rosary and quiet 
refl ection. Mass follows the refl ection 
at 7:30 pm. 
Please call for reservations.

First Friday Exposition & Devotion
Every First Friday of the Month 

at the 8:00 am Mass
First Saturday (Our Lady) Devotion 

Every First Saturday of the Month 
at the 8:00 am Mass

On January 17,2021, we kicked off the 2021 Annual 
Appeal. This campaign supports many important causes 
here in our Archdiocese:  
 • Proclaiming the Gospel
 • Caring for the Poor and Vulnerable
 • Passing on the Faith
 • Forming Future Priests
 • Supporting Retired Clergy
Our goal this year is $43,859.  As of January 27, we have re-
ceived $2260 in pledges from 7 Parish Families. If we exceed 
our goal, the Archdiocese will drop our Assessment rate from 
14% to 12%. Our current annual assessment is budgeted at 
$62,500, so we would realize a savings of as much as $9000.
Pledge online at: https://www.rcan.org/sharing. Forms are 
also available in the vestibule.

SAMARITANS ALWAYS CARE (SAC)
As winter continues, we know that it may be more diffi cult 
to go out to shop. Members of SAC ministry have offered 
to drop off a bag or two of non-perishable items from our 
pantry on your doorstep or front porch (contactless) once 
a week, once a month, or whenever you need or want. 
Please call the offi ce, and your request will be forwarded 
to Roz or Mary.

T R O U B L E D ?
By Rosa Velella

“Let not your heart be troubled”,
Scripture quotes chapter and verse,

“Let not your heart be troubled”
By this threatening covid curse.
“Let not your heart be troubled”,
We must practice safety advice,
Together we can “stem the tide”

By prayers and sacrifi ce.
“Let not your heart be troubled”,

Because we are not alone,
The CAPTAIN  of our ship called LIFE,

Shall bring us safely home.

“Let not your heart be troubled”,
Our CREATOR will lead the way,
For HE is the Master CAPTAIN,

WHO guides our every day.
“Let not your heart be troubled”,
By this seemingly endless strife,

For those of us who BELIEVE in HIM,
Shall have everlasting life.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Religious Education livestreamed classes of 2021 are 
continuing for grades PreK through 7. The classes for 2021 
are as follows: February 7, 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, and 28, 
April 11, 18 and 25, May 2, 16, 23. All are welcome.

SUNDAY RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES 
ARE GROWING BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

The second and third grade classes were originally taught 
together. However, that class has grown so much that it will 
be divided. Second grade will continue to be taught by Erin 
O’Boyle, but the third grade class will now be taught by 
Evelyn Quiles. The religious ed staff is thrilled to have Evelyn 
join in teaching livestream. Evelyn is a catechist with many 
years of experience. 
Evelyn is excited. “It feels good to be back. What I gain from 
giving what little I can is much more than I can explain..”

The third grade class will is discussing the Corporal and 
Spiritual Works of Mercy. They are also gearing up for Lent, 
and will be  discussing the importance of almsgiving. Welcome 
back Evelyn!  

CONFIRMATION
Confi rmation Classes Continue for Eighth Graders

Confi rmation learning sessions will con-
tinue on February 9, and 23, and March 
2, 9, and 16.from 7pm to 8 on the zoom 
link. Although Confi rmation classes have 
already started, it isn’t too late to register 
your children. Please call the parish offi ce 
to register. The link for signing up for the 

Confi rmation classes is https://www.osvhub.com/straphaelnj/
forms/2020-religious-education-program. 

FAITH SHARING 2021 ZOOM MEETINGS

There will be a series of Faith Sharing 
events, via Zoom, for Lent using video 
material from FORMED. Watch the 
bulletin for livestream log-in details.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES
Classes will be held via livestream at 
2:00 pm on the following Saturdays: 
March 27,  April 10, 17,  and 24,  The 
Sacrament of First Communion will be 
received on April 25 at 2:00 pm and 
May 1 at 12:00 and 2:00 pm.

BIBLE CLIPS
We are starting a new series which will 
appear periodically in the bulletin. This 
series focuses on the amazing heroes of 
the Bible whose lives illustrate that “with 
God, nothing is impossible”! Our fi rst clip 
is entitled “A Few Good Men” — see if you 
can guess who it is just by the title. We will 
also have some clips that will not reveal the hero’s identity. But 
no worries, the answer will be in the next issue of the bulletin! 
So stay tuned!

A FEW GOOD MEN
By Denise Flanagan

Anyone who has ever doubted that they could do what the 
Lord is asking them to do, would identify with Gideon. God 
asked Gideon to gather an army of men to defeat the powerful 
Midianite army who were oppressing the Israelites. Gideon 
was hesitant - he felt he was not up to the task. He lacked 
confi dence in his abilities. Gideon asked God for three signs 
to assure him that God would be at his side. God gave him 
those signs and Gideon agreed.

Gideon assembled an army of 
33,000 men, not nearly enough 
to defeat the evil Midianites, who 
numbered over 100,000!   But God 
had a different plan. He told Gide-
on to tell his men that they could 
leave if they were afraid to fi ght. 

With that, 22,000 men left the battle fi eld. Gideon was devas-
tated. Then God told Gideon to take his men to the river for a 
drink. Any man who drank by lapping up water like a dog was 
to be sent home. That left Gideon with only 300 men!  How 
could God expect 300 men to defeat 100,000 evil soldiers?

God’s plan was perfect. Gideon received a message from 
God to surround the enemy camp in the middle of the night. 
Carrying only a trumpet, a clay pot, and a lighted torch, 
Gideon and his men did as God instructed. At his command, 
Gideon and his men sounded their trumpets, smashed their 
clay pots, and charged forth with their torches. The Midianites 
were stunned by the noise and blinded by the torches. Think-
ing they were outnumbered, the Midianites panicked and, in 
a frenzy, they began killing everyone in sight, including their 
fellow soldiers, until every one was slaughtered. Gideon did 
the impossible - he defeated the Midianites! 

Gideon realized that his victory could only have been achieved 
by the will and hand of the Lord!

God repeatedly shows us that despite our weaknesses, He can 
make us shine so that we know He is with us. 

For the full story, see Judges 7:1–22.



NEWSWORTHY   

VETERANS’ CORNER 
   

Last week we described a ceremony that will be held  
on February 7, in Livingston. It told the story of Four  
Immortal Army chaplains who tended to their crew mates 
while their ship was sinking.
The Dorchester was struck by an enemy torpedo early 
in the morning on February 3, 1943. When the torpedo 
struck, the lights went out, steam pipes broke, and there 
was screaming of the men. Men were sleeping in bunks 
3-5 levels high. It is said that the bunks went down like  
a deck of cards. The torpedo created a hole below the 
water line to the top deck. A flood roared into the lower 
compartment trapping many men.
The chaplains leaped from their bunks to save as many 
men as they could, realizing the moment the torpedo 
struck, the ship would sink. The chaplains ran to the main 
deck and began to hand out life vests to men who might 
have been left behind. The chaplains even gave away 
their own life vests.
Navy Lieutenant John Mahoney ran onto the deck, real-
izing he left his gloves behind in his cabin. He later wrote, 
“Chaplain Goode overheard me swearing at myself for 
my stupidity. When he saw me heading to my cabin he 
called after me. “Don’t bother Mahoney. I have another 
pair. You can have these”. He pulled off his gloves and 
gave them to me”. 
Later, he realized a man preparing to abandon ship would 
not carry a second pair of gloves. Chaplain Goode knew 
he would not be leaving the ship. “I owe my life to those 
gloves.” He landed in a lifeboat full of water. For eight 
hours, he held on in freezing water. His fingers, without 
the gloves, would have been frozen stiff. He would have 
never made it without those gloves.
There were unknown recipients of life vests that might 
have permitted the chaplains to live. Actually they do  
live and always shall in the hearts of many who yearn  
for brotherhood and peace. 
Excerpt:  No greater glory written by Dan Kurzman

ESSAY CONTEST
For Students in Grades 3 through 8 

Students are able participate in the Christ is Alive! Essay Con-
test sponsored by Communication Center. It’s open to students 
in grades 3 through 8 who are enrolled in Catholic school or 
parish religious education. All they have to do is describe a 
moment when they felt close to God, in a one page essay. 
The essay is due March 19, 2021.
Visit comcenter.com/christisalive for contest details and entry 
forms.

“Like” the St. Raphael Church Facebook Page
Look on our Facebook page  

for additional events & photos.  
www.facebook.com/straphaellivingston

LOVE KEEPS US UNITED
If you’ve ever had a moment where pain, terror, or misfortune 
stormed your life, you’ll know that only the love of God kept 
you standing.
If you’ve ever felt alone and despondent, you’ll know that only 
the love of God brought you solace.  
If you’ve ever walked in a dark alley and felt lost, you’ll know 
that only the love of God brought the light that led the way.
We are who we are, what we are, and where we are because of 
the love that was freely bestowed upon us.
We therefore, celebrate the gift of love to appreciate our pres-
ence in the universe.
Valentine Day gives us an opportunity to shamelessly share  
love with one another, loved ones, family, friends and strangers.  
The 2021 pandemic would not stop St. Raphael’s church from 
celebrating Valentine Day with its parish families. Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way. Our parishioner, Caroline  
Ilogienboh, created a transparent room divider to enable a  
no-contact visit with our homebound seniors, bringing them 
Valentine messages from the church, and chocolate to sweeten 
a day that reminds us that we are all made to love each other.  
Love keeps us united.
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La Monica Memorial Home
Josephine Z. & R. Samuel LaMonica, Founders 1959

145 East Mount Pleasant Avenue • Livingston, New Jersey 07039

1-800-545-1020 www.airgroupllc.com

Our Tires Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Alignment

Brakes • Air Conditioning • Wheels
 56 E. Northfield Rd.

 973-533-0101
 LivingstonTire.com

Large Pizza $8.95 
EVERYDAY
*Cannot be combined with  
any other coupon or offer*

69 E. Northfield Ave. 
Livingston, NJ

973-758-8111
ritaccosbrickovenpizzakitchen.com

BRICK OVEN 
PIZZA KITCHEN

ROBERT R. ANDERSEN
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 3466

EDWARD J. SHAFFERY, JR.
MANAGER, NJ Lic. No. 3315

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
F U N E R A L  H O M E

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVENUE | LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4871

JASON P. ROEFARO
FUNERAL DIRECTOR, NJ Lic. No. 4908
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22 Old Short Hills Rd #211
Livingston

973-994-7200Livingston Dental Arts LLC

Looking for a new dentist?  Look no more...
Livingston Dental Arts invites you to become a part of our family

Local State-of-the-art dentists Dr. Michael Lee and  
Dr. Vrajesh Shah are right around the corner! 
~ NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! ~

www.LivingstonDentalArts.com

743 Northfield Ave., Suite 2 / West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

(973) 669-8300 

Livingston • 606 W. Mount Pleasant Ave (Rte 10 West)

(973) 992-9100 • SchumacherChevy.com

Family 
Owned
Since 
1963

Free 
Estimates 973-325-3626

Liz Durkin, Esq.
354 Eisenhower Parkway Plaza II • Suite 2550
Livingston, New Jersey 07039
ldurkin@durkinfirm.com (email)
973.369.7912 (phone)
www.durkinlawnj.com

•  Wills, Trusts, Estates and  
Probate Litigation

• Variances, Zoning, and Land Use
•  Residential and Commercial  
Real Estate Closings

• Business Formations, Acquisitons, Sales
• Landlord / Tenant Matters

th
eDURKIN FIRM,llc

Your edge in real estate.

917-880-9681
amanda.schlosser@cbrealty.com 
amandaschlosser.cbintouch.com

2 EAST MOUNT PLEASANT AVENUE
LIVINGSTON NJ


