Blessed Sacrament Church
Third Sunday of Easter
May 5, 2019

Bring some of the fish you just caught.
Come and have breakfast.

Blessed Sacrament Church
STAFF
Reverend William Agyemang,
Administrator
Tammee Gardiner, Administrative Assistant
Kelly Shamansky, Religious Education
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Vigil Mass Saturday at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Eucharist Adorations between
8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses
Daily Mass 8:00 a.m.
Weekdays Rosary at 7:40 a.m.
Friday Adoration 7:30-8:00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS
Saturdays 3:00-3:45 p.m.
To schedule a wedding, you must meet with the
priest at least six months prior to the
intended date.
Baptisms done at the convenience
of the family; please call to schedule.
PARISH OFFICE
182 Robbins Street
Waterbury, CT 06708
Office Hours: Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
203-753-3149
Fax: 203-596-0740
bscparishoffice@att.net
www.bscwaterbury.com
Parish Trustees
Sadie Devino
William Summa
Catholic Academy of Waterbury
386 Robinwood Road
Waterbury, CT 06708
203-756-5313, Fax: 203-346-0745
Web page: www.catholicacademywaterbury.org

SATURDAY May 4:
4:00 p.m. † Hope Barone, Birthday
Requested by Her Mother & Sister
SUNDAY, May 5: Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. † Rita Como, 24th Anniversary
Requested by the Muharem Family
11:00 a.m. † Carmella Buonauto
Requested by Her Family
MONDAY, May 6:
8:00 a.m.
No Mass
TUESDAY, May 7:
8:00 a.m. No Mass
WEDNESDAY, May 8:
8:00 a.m. No Mass
9:15 a.m. Students of Catholic Academy
THURSDAY, May 9:
8:00 a.m. No Mass
FRIDAY, May 10:
8:00 a.m. No Mass
SATURDAY May 11:
4:00 p.m. † Harriet Gow, Birthday
Requested by The Ken Higgins
Family
SUNDAY, May 12: Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. † Carmella Buonauto,
2nd Anniversary
Requested by Her Family
11:00 a.m. † Rose & Charles Baer
Requested by Their Daughter
Father William will be attending an Archdiocese of
Hartford Priests conference in May.
There will be NO weekday masses
Monday, May 6—Friday, May 10

The Blessed Sacrament Sanctuary Candles
sburns this week for:

Helen Saroka.

Mass Intentions for 2020
will be open beginning
Wednesday, June 5th, 2019

Stewardship
Thank you for your generous financial support!
We depend on your weekly contributions. Your
presence at the weekly liturgies is appreciated.

Join us for TODAY
Blessed Sacrament's
Inaugural

Coffee Hour!
Sunday, May 5

April 27 & 28: First Collection
Not available at time of publication.

After 8am & 11am Masses
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Chat with Father William and
fellow parishioners. Enjoy coffee,
juice and a snack!

Saturday, May 4:
· Second Collection: Air & Electric
Sunday, May 5: Third Sunday of Easter
· Second Collection: Air & Electric
· Coffee Hour after 8am & 11am Masses

Thursday, May 9:
· DIVAS Meeting 6:30 pm in Rectory
Saturday, May 11:
· First Communion at 11am
· Second Collection: Monthly
· Catholic Academy Mother’s Day Plant Sale
Sunday, May 12: Fourth Sunday of Easter
· Second Collection: Monthly
· Catholic Academy Mother’s Day Plant Sale

Bible Study Group
You are invited to Bible Study at the home of Charlie
Wills on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. We will continue the
study of Paul. If you have any questions,
call Charlie at 203-574-2199.
Please bring your Bible.

The Giving Cup Lenten Service Project
We collected

$834.01
For the
St Vincent DePaul soup kitchen.
Thank you to everyone who donated and
thank you to Marion Hubbard
who organized this great opportunity.

Feel free to contact Father William or the Parish
Office if you or a family member would like to
make a gift to the parish from your will or a
living trust. We are available to assist you or
your advisors with more specific information
regarding bequests, estate designations, or
specific questions you may have.

Pastoral Care
Anointing of the sick and hospital visits by
Fr. William can be arranged by calling
Blessed Sacrament Parish.
Prayers for the Sick
Please enter the name of your loved one,
relative or friend into the book on the lectern stand in
church. They will be prayed for by
the entire faith community during Mass.

Mother’s Day, Sunday May 12
Join us as we recognize our women.
The Crowning of Mary, Wednesday May 15
Join us and the Catholic Academy
students and faculty at the crowning of
Mary at 9:15 a.m.
Memorial Day, Sunday May 26
Join us as we recognize our Veterans. If
you know a veteran, invite them to come
and we can honor them!

The Blessed Sacrament Parish family welcomes you to register and worship with us!
Name:
________________________________________
Address:
_______________________________________
Daytime phone: _________________________________
Please complete form and drop in to the collection
basket or call the parish office at 203-753-3149.

As we enter into the month of May, I would like to reflect on what Pope Francis says of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Holy Mother of God concerning the prayer of “Untying the knot.” Our Holy Father said, “Mary always brings us to
Jesus.” It is a fact: Mary always brings us to Jesus. She is a woman of faith, a true believer. But we can ask: What
was Mary's faith like?
The first aspect of her faith is this: Mary's faith unties the knot of sin (cf. Lumen Gentium, 56). What does that
mean? The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council took up a phrase of Saint Irenaeus, who states that "the knot of
Eve's disobedience was untied by the obedience of Mary; what the virgin Eve bound by her unbelief, the Virgin Mary
loosened by her faith." The "knot" of disobedience, the "knot" of unbelief. When children disobey their parents, we
can say that a little "knot" is created. This happens if the child acts with an awareness of what he or she is doing,
especially if there is a lie involved. At that moment, they break trust with their parents. You know how frequently this
happens! Then the relationship with their parents needs to be purified of this fault; the child has to ask forgiveness
so that harmony and trust can be restored. Something of the same sort happens in our relationship with God. When
we do not listen to him, when we do not follow his will, we do concrete things that demonstrate our lack of trust in
him - for that is what sin is - and a kind of knot is created deep within us. These knots take away our peace and serenity. They are dangerous, since many knots can form a tangle which gets more and more painful and difficult to
undo. But we know one thing: nothing is impossible for God's mercy! Even the most tangled knots are loosened by
his grace. And Mary, whose "yes" opened the door for God to undo the knot of the ancient disobedience, is the
Mother who patiently and lovingly brings us to God, so that he can untangle the knots of our soul by his fatherly
mercy. We all have some of these knots and we can ask in our heart of hearts: What are the knots in my life?
"Father, my knots cannot be undone!" It is a mistake to say anything of the sort! All the knots of our heart, every
knot of our conscience, can be undone. Do I ask Mary to help me trust in God's mercy, to undo those knots, to
change? She, as a woman of faith, will surely tell you: "Get up, go to the Lord: he understands you". And she leads
us by the hand as a Mother, our Mother, to the embrace of our Father, the Father of mercies.
A second aspect is that Mary's faith gave human flesh to Jesus. As the Council says: "Through her faith and obedience, she gave birth on earth to the very Son of the Father, without knowing man but by the overshadowing of the
Holy Spirit" (Lumen Gentium, 63). This was a point on which the Fathers of the Church greatly insisted: Mary first
conceived Jesus in faith and then in the flesh, when she said "yes" to the message God gave her through the angel.
What does this mean? It means that God did not want to become man by bypassing our freedom; he wanted to
pass through Mary's free assent, through her "yes". He asked her: "Are you prepared to do this?" And she replied:
"Yes". But what took place most singularly in the Virgin Mary also takes place within us, spiritually, when we receive
the word of God with a good and sincere heart and put it into practice. It is as if God takes flesh within us; he comes
to dwell in us, for he dwells in all who love him and keep his word. It is not easy to understand this, but really, it is
easy to feel it in our heart. Do we think that Jesus' incarnation is simply a past event which has nothing to do with us
personally? Believing in Jesus means giving him our flesh with the humility and courage of Mary, so that he can
continue to dwell in our midst. It means giving him our hands, to caress the little ones and the poor; our feet, to go
forth and meet our brothers and sisters; our arms, to hold up the weak and to work in the Lord's vineyard, our
minds, to think and act in the light of the Gospel; and especially to offer our hearts to love and to make choices in
accordance with God's will. All this happens thanks to the working of the Holy Spirit. And in this way we become instruments in God's hands, so that Jesus can act in the world through us.
The third aspect is Mary's faith as a journey. The Council says that Mary "advanced in her pilgrimage of faith" (ibid.,
58). In this way she precedes us on this pilgrimage, she accompanies and sustains us. How was Mary's faith a journey? In the sense that her entire life was to follow her Son: he - Jesus - is the way, he is the path! To press forward
in faith, to advance in the spiritual pilgrimage which is faith, is nothing other than to follow Jesus; to listen to him and
be guided by his words; to see how he acts and to follow in his footsteps; to have his same sentiments. And what
are these sentiments of Jesus? Humility, mercy, closeness to others, but also a firm rejection of hypocrisy, duplicity
and idolatry. The way of Jesus is the way of a love which is faithful to the end, even unto sacrificing one's life; it is
the way of the cross. The journey of faith thus passes through the cross. Mary understood this from the beginning,
when Herod sought to kill the newborn Jesus. But then this experience of the cross became deeper when Jesus
was rejected. Mary was always with Jesus, she followed Jesus in the midst of the crowds and she heard all the gossip and the nastiness of those who opposed the Lord. And she carried this cross! Mary's faith encountered misunderstanding and contempt. When Jesus' "hour" came, the hour of his passion, when Mary's faith was a little flame
burning in the night, a little light flickering in the darkness. Through the night of Holy Saturday, Mary kept watch. Her
flame, small but bright, remained burning until the dawn of the resurrection. And when she received word that the
tomb was empty, her heart was filled with the joy of faith: Christian faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
Faith always brings us to joy, and Mary is the Mother of joy! May she teach us to take the path of joy, to experience
this joy! That was the high point - this joy, this meeting of Jesus and Mary, and we can imagine what it was like.
Their meeting was the high point of Mary's journey of faith, and that of the whole Church. What is our faith like? Like
Mary, do we keep it burning even at times of difficulty, in moments of darkness? Do I feel the joy of faith?
God bless you.
Fr. William.

After Jesus rose from the dead, he must have
looked very different. Jesus helped his apostles
catch a lot of fish, just as he had done before. Jesus invited his friends to eat with him, and he still
broke his bread to share it in the same way he always had. The disciples still recognized Jesus by
the things he did.
Dear God, help me to always recognize Jesus.
Draw a picture of Jesus cooking fish for his friends.
Invite a friend over to eat dinner with your family,
so you can share food just like Jesus did.

Please pray that all who serve in the military will
be protected from harm and return to their
families safely, especially:
Joseph Anchini
Steven Marc Aurele
Tyler Brumbley
Jaime Colón
Joseph Keating
Chad Kinzley, Jr.
Andrew Lemay
Jason Magnarella
Christopher Meier
John Palmer
Caitlyn Radke
Mark Rizza
Andrew Terenzio

Kevin Arrojado
Thomas Bochicchio
Matthew Buonomo
William Ducham
Michael Kell, Jr.
Kevin Lauber
Justice Loubier
Lisa Mattrella
Samuel Michalik
Anthony Porzio
Peter Michael Ranjo
Daniel Sabatelli
Kaleb Violette

Thank you to the parish families
who have made a gift or pledge
commitment to the 2019 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. If you
have not yet had the opportunity, please consider prayerfully
supporting the many “Good
Works” of the Archdiocese. Every gift will be gratefully received
and sincerely appreciated.

Please call the rectory to add a loved one’s name.

All funds contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclusively for the purposes outlined
in the Appeal literature, which can be found at
https://archdioceseofhartford.org/aaa-2019-lastyears-appeal- impact/ . No Appeal funds are ever
used for legal fees or settlements.

Religious Education
2018-2019 Calendar for Grades 1-10

Coffee for Veterans
Blessed Sacrament Parish is collecting
bagged, ground, regular coffee for the Military. Due to shipping constraints, no cans
or plastic tubs are accepted. Buy a cup of
coffee for a soldier. Bring your bagged,
regular coffee to the collection tub in the sacristy.

Please pray for all veterans, living and deceased.

Grade 3 - Important dates to remember
First Communion Practice – Tuesday, May 7, 2019 –
4:00 pm to 5:30 pm – Church
Thursday, May 9, 2019 – 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm –
Church
First Communion Ceremony – Saturday, May 11,
2019 – 11:00 am

Prayer Line—Bob Duff - 203-573-0032

Readings for the week of May 5, 2019
Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday: Acts 7:51--8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116: 12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69
Next Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30

Scenes from the Inaugural
Stand Up for Catholic Education Dinner & Auction.
Congratulations to all our honorees!

Our new principal, Christa Chodkowski, addressed
our guests at the Stand Up For Catholic Education
Dinner. Welcome Mrs. Chodkowski!

Guests had the opportunity for a sneak peek of the
Blessed Sacrament’s Children’s Theatre’s presentation of Mary Poppins, directed by Bob Tansley.

Thank you to our esteemed guests, staff, volunteers
and donors who made the awards dinner a success.
And a huge thank you and good job to Sarah Robards,
Catholic Academy’s Director of Advancement and
Marketing, for planning such a great event!

Let’s all stand up for Catholic education!
School Office, 386 Robinwood Road, Waterbury, CT 06708 203-756-5313 www.catholicacademywaterbury.org

Stepping Up for Catholic Academy of Waterbury
“A walk for our Future”

May 17-18, 2019
Come join us for a 25-mile walking pilgrimage from St. Mary’s Church,
New Haven to the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Waterbury

Registration fee: $50 Fee includes drinks, lunch and snacks enroute.
Families with school-aged children are welcome on Friday when we walk the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail
(13 miles) and ends in Cheshire. Everyone heads home and resumes the walk from the same spot on Saturday.
Pilgrim’s Full Name
Street Address
City, State

Zip Code

Email Address

Age

Home Phone #

Cell Phone #

Emergency Contact (full name)
Emergency Contact Daytime Phone #

Relationship:

Days Participating:

q Both

or

Evening Phone #
q Specific Date____________

Check to be made out to: Catholic Academy of Waterbury – Pilgrim Registration
Please send check & registration form to:
Catholic Academy Of Waterbury, 386 Robinwood Rd, Waterbury CT 06708

Yes! I would like to sponsor:
Name of Pilgrim:
_______________________________________
for $____________________ total

Sponsorship Form
Fr. Sullivan will be leading a walking pilgrimage
from St. Mary’s Church in New Haven to
the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception

May 17-18, 2019
A 25-mile walk to benefit
Catholic Academy of Waterbury
Tuition Assistance
All contributions are tax deductible.
Catholic School is a 501(c)(3) organization designated by
the Internal Revenue Code

Thank you for your support!

Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City, State ZIP: _____________________________________
Phone: _________________________________
Email:________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to
Catholic Academy of Waterbury
Mail to 386 Robinwood Rd,
Waterbury, CT 06708
Attn: Stepping Up for
Catholic Academy of Waterbury
or drop off at the school
or place in the offertory basket

Chick’s on the Avenue
Hair Salon

Patty Goncalves

203-756-8176
1115 West Main Street, Waterbury

203-591-8321

Need Care?
We Care.

Bunker Hill
Pharmacy

All Forms Of Insurance
FAX 203-757-3845

Owner/Hair Stylist
497 Watertown
Wa
Ave.,
Waterbury, CT

DI FRANCESCO
INSURANCE AGENCY

HERITAGE
ENTERPRISES INC
Plumbing / HVAC

Rich Possemato Jr.
In Support of

Blessed Sacrament Church

JOHN Di FRANCESCO
PAT Di FRANCESCO

203-757-1234
mathnasium.com/naugatuckvalley

256 Bunker Hill Ave.
Waterbury

203-574-7825
www.bunkerhillrx.com

Chase Parkway Dental
Dr. “Rose” Dezfoolian, DMD, MS
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry
714 Chase Pkwy.,
Suite 2A
Waterbury, CT

Please stop by our locations below for a
refreshing cup of joe and a donut... or two!

(203) 757-1455

1249 West Main St. • 535 Watertown Ave.

www.chaseparkwaydental.com

Hope to see you soon!

Franciscan Home Care
and Hospice Care

B
W I L D M A N
L
L

A Catholic home health
care agency

203-238-1441

FLOOR COVERING
1886 Watertown Ave, Oakville, CT 06779.

www.franciscanhc.org

203-753-3229
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DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
HEATING OILS

(203) 756-8969
www.andysoil.com
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Celebrating 155 years of
inspiring all girls to be
Strong, Smart and Bold!

Mother’s Day Special

Are you a Waterbury Girls Club (prior
to 1990) or Girls Inc. Greater Waterbury
Alum? We're planning a reunion!
Connect with us at alum@girlsincwct.org
or 203-756-4639 and share your
Strong, Smart and Bold story!
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Calvary Cemetery

Mt Olivet Cemetery
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Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

Providing Non-Medical
In-Home Care

THIS SPACE IS
Family Owned and Operated Since 1951
William J. Murphy • Paul D. Murphy
115 Willow Street,Waterbury, CT

www.MurphyFuneralHomeCT.com

203-753-4134

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Light Housekeeping,
Cooking, Errands,
Hands On Care, 24 Hour Care

203-754-0485
www.evertherecare.org

Blessed Sacrament Church, Waterbury, CT

03-1200

