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      Pastor:  Rev.  Thomas Costa, Jr.                      Deacon: Rev. Mr. Gary M. John�
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Mt. Hope Catholic Community�St. Francis of Assisi, St. Dominic�

Mt. Hope Catholic Community�

�

St. Dominic: Masses, Sun. 7:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. Week   

day, Mon. & Wed. at 8:00 a.m. �

�

St. Francis of Assisi: Masses, Sat. 4:00 p.m. & Sun. 

11:00 a.m. Weekday, Tues. & Thurs. 8:00 a.m.  �

�

Sat. November 27�

      4:00 p.m.    Eduardo Avila by Ed & Nancy Avila�

                         Charles J. Bardizian by Fran & Mike Kelley                         �

Sun. November 28�

      7:00 a.m.   For All Parishioners  �

      9:30 a.m.   FAMILY LITURGY�

                        Ms. Nowak and Anita Sundelin  by Anita�

�  Harrell�

    11:00 a.m.   Louis Furtado Birthday Remembrance by�

                        Wife & Family             �

Mon. November 29�

    8:00 a.m.  �    In Honor of St. Anthony and All the Souls in�

                          Purgatory             �

Tues. November 30      �

    8:00 a.m.      �

Wed. December 1�

    8:00 a.m.�    �

Thurs. December 2�

    8:00 a.m.                     �

Sat.  December 4          �

   4:00 p.m.      Richard Willette by Wanda  �

                        Deceased of Fontaine & Hebert Families by�

                        Ron & Colleen�

                        Ann Nohmy by Judy & Tony�

Sun. December 5�

    7:00 a.m.�   In Honor of all Recently Deceased Members of�

                         The Parish �

    9:30 a.m. �   Manuel Faria and Family, �

                         Maria dos Reis and Family�

                         and Jose, Tony & Domingos Batista�

                         by the Jacome family�

                         Elaine Perry by Lorraine Medeiros�

                         FOR ALL THE DECEASED MEMBERS OF�

                         KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #3669�

  11:00 a.m.      Eugenio I. Rebelo by Alzira Azevedo�

                         Joseph S. Azevedo by  Wife, Alzira�

                         Manuel Medeiros & Wife, Cristina & Rosario �

                         Soares & Spouses by Rose Pacheco�

                         Edward Gendreau 2nd Anniversary by Wife,�

                         Renette�

�

�

�

�

                                                           �

                           �

 �

�

�

  �

First Sunday of Advent�

Advent and Lent are the two penitential seasons of the church year. 

However, Advent is a season in anticipation of the birth of Christ in 

time. Now, what is meant by "the birth of Christ in time"? Our four 

Sundays of Advent are not just Sundays in preparation for the birth 

of a child destined to become the Savior of the nations, but the birth 

of a child every day in the hearts of every Christian and the future 

return of the second coming in time where everything will be taken 

back by our God.�

In today's Gospel, for some this reading might strike fear into their 

hearts: "...perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People 

will die of fright." Even today, we hear about doomsday sayers pro-

fessing the end of the world on a particular date. To be sure, the end 

of the world will come! However, we truly do not know the time. 

Only God knows when God will call everything to return to him. �

In the final lines of today's Gospel we are told to "be vigilant at all 

times and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations 

that are imminent." �

This first Sunday in the season of Advent is a time for us to joyfully 

await the coming of Christ for the first time, at birth; for the second 

time, into our everyday lives; and looking forward to the last time 

when he will come to take all of creation back to his Father.   �

LPi�

Sacraments:�

Baptism: Arrangements must be made in advance. Please call 

the Parish Office  to  arrange a date and supply pertinent infor-

mation. Individual Baptismal preparation is required.�

�

Sponsors: must receive from their respective Catholic pastors a 

“sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of one priest to 

another that the proposed godparent is a Confirmed, fully�

practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a godparent by living 

in  harmony with our faith.�

�

Reconciliation:  at St. Francis of Assisi on Saturdays from 3:30� 

3:50PM and at St. Dominic’s on Sunday from 9:00AM to 

9:15AM. You can also call the office and make an appointment 

or see the Priest after morning Mass.�

�

First Eucharist & Confirmation:  Preparation � two years pri-

or to receiving each Sacrament is mandatory as a registered stu-

dent in the Faith Formation Program.�

�

Matrimony:  Couples are asked to consult with our priest at 

least six months in advance of the intended date to allow time 

for marriage preparation, including the Diocesan Program.�

�

Ministry to the Sick:  Please notify us if someone you know is 

homebound and would like to be added to our Communion call 

list, or would like to receive the Sacrament of the Sick. �

�

Low gluten hosts available: Please let us know before Mass if 

you have a need to receive this type of host.�

WELCOME�

If you are a new parishioner please introduce yourself to the pastor after Mass and call the parish 

office to register.  We are so pleased you’re here!�

                             SAINT DOMINIC CHURCH                                                          

is seeking new members for a new committee called “Parish 

Life”� The purpose of the committee is to oversee events and fund-

raising for the good of the parish community. Coming together with 

faith and enthusiasm to enliven our Catholic Community. Contact 

Bob Medeiros at  (617) 997�6075. �
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�

St. Francis Collections � November 13th & 14th�

Budget:  $2806.00�

Repairs & Restoration:  $1991.00�

�

Next weekend, December 5th the second collection is for 

Diocesan Assessment.�

�

St. Dominic Collections � November 14th�

Budget:  $1762.00�

Fuel Offering:  $615.00�

�

Next weekend, December 5th the second collection is for 

Christmas Flowers. �

�

Thank you for your generosity and support!�

St. Francis of Assisi memorial 

candles burn in November in 

remembrance of:�

�

Sanctuary Lamp:�

Robert Peloquin by Wife, Wanda�

�

Altar Candles: �

Donna J. Pacheco by Husband, �

Michael�

�

Tabernacle Candles: �

Maurice (Buddy) Durette by Wife, Martha�

�

Crucifix Candles:�

Louis Furtado by Wife & Family�

�

St. Dominic’s memorial candles burn in       

November in remembrance of:�

�

Church Vigil Candle: Adelina & Licia Rodrigues and�

� � � Carl Lopes�

�

St. Dominic Candle:   For All Deceased Members of �

� � � Our Parish Community�

�

Church Center Vigil Candle :  For Kenneth Almeida�

50Week Club Weekly Winner 

ATTENTION ALL 50 WEEK CLUB MEMBERS�

�

As our club is now in the final stages, and we are at the conclu-

sion of our 2021/2022 club.  Now is the time to take the oppor-

tunity to not only catch up on payments or make additional 

payment, to ensure that your club is current. Payments should 

be made payable to:  St. Francis of Assisi.   Some members 

have not paid anything, if you  are not going to join, please let 

me know ASAP.  �

�

************************�

�

Also, as in the past we are asking for your continued generosity 

with donations of gift certificates of any denominations.  Any 

business giving a gift certificate will be sent a special thank you 

along with a copy of our booklet to show how we advertised 

their business. �

All gift certificate donations can be placed in an envelope with 

50 Week Club noted and placed in the collection basket.�

Without all the support we receive from you, for our major 

fundraiser we would not be as successful as we are.�

�

You can contact Kathy & Bill Sullivan at 508�493�9064 for 

more information. �

 Please make all payment checks payable to:  �

St. Francis of Assisi Parish�

�

�

Remembering Your Loved Ones�

Mt. Hope Catholic Community of�

St. Francis of Assisi & St. Dominic �

 2021 Mass Book�

It is very easy to remember a loved one in our own personal 

way, but what better way than a Mass or Mass Card.  Both are 

available at St. Francis of Assisi and St. Dominic’s.  All you 

need to do is contact the appropriate Rectory to schedule a 

Mass or acquire a Mass Card. Masses are now available in 

both churches for the 2021 Mass Book through December.  

Candles are available at St. Dominic’s.  Candles at St. Fran-

cis are booked for 2021. �

Every attempt will be made to accommodate your requests for 

specific dates, but we cannot promise.  Your understanding is 

appreciated.  Please call the rectories during business hours.   �

Congratulations to:  

Theresa Viens 

Winner for November 21, 2021�

First Friday Adoration/ First Saturday Mass:�

We will have�Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after the 8am 

Mass on every first Friday of the month. Saturday mass will also be 

at 8am with the opportunity for confession afterwards.�

December 3 &  4�First Friday & First Saturday will be celebrated 

at St. Dominic’s.�



 �

4 �

First Sunday of Advent                                                                              Sunday, November 28, 2021                                           

            Who Are YOU, it makes a Big Difference?�

                                                  �

The�Pew Research�Center�(which, despite its name, is actually 

a�secular�organization with no direct ties to any church) con-

ducted a poll in which they asked 820 self�identified Chris-

tians in the�United States� the following question:� “Do you 

think of yourself first as American or as Christian?”�

Before I tell you the results, ask yourself how�YOU�would 

have responded had you been a participant in that poll. In all 

honesty, do you think of yourself�FIRST� as American or as 

Christian?�

The actual results were as follows: 42% of those surveyed 

said, “I think of myself first as Christian;” whereas 48% said, 

“I think of myself first as American.”�

7% said they see themselves as both equally�which may 

simply mean that they couldn’t commit themselves one way or 

the other. Apparently “sitting on the fence” is a virtue to some 

Americans. Unfortunately, in the Bible it’s not a virtue: it’s 

just the opposite! As some of you know, Jesus had some tough 

things to say in chapter 3 of the Book of Revelation to the 

members of the church of Laodicea�men and women who 

were� “neither hot nor cold”� when it came to living their 

Christian faith.��

I should also mention one more key finding in this survey: 

62% of those who identified themselves as Evangelicals said 

they think of themselves as�Christian� first; whereas 56% of 

those who identified themselves as Catholics said they think of 

themselves as�American�first.�

And so, I ask you once more: Do you think of yourself first as 

American or as Christian?�

If you think of yourself first as American, then you will do 

whatever you have to do to realize the “American dream”�

even if it involves lying, and cheating, and stealing, and ma-

nipulating the system a little bit.�Your ultimate desire will be 

for self�gratification; what will matter most to you is “you”! 

Your role models will be people like Elon Musk and Jeff Be-

zos �people who “have it all”; people who have “made it to 

the top”. You might pay lip service to Jesus for an hour on a 

Sunday morning, but ultimately your desire for worldly suc-

cess will�override�the rule of Christ and his Gospel in your life.�

If, on the other hand, you think of yourself as Christian first, 

then you might still pursue the material blessings of the Amer-

ican dream, but you’ll definitely try to do it in a moral man-

ner.�The law of your king, Jesus Christ, will be your guide 

along the way. Your public life�and your personal life�will 

be lived according to the Golden Rule, not the rule of self�

centered, who say “Do whatever you feel like doing”.�

It’s an interesting irony, is it not? If you think of yourself 

as�American�first, you run the risk of being�a very bad Chris-

tian�and ultimately�a bad and a selfish American.�

But if you think of yourself as� Christian� first�and freely 

choose to enthrone Jesus Christ as your Lord and King�

you’ll likely be�a very good Christian, and, at the same time,�a 

great American! �

Deacon Gary M John�

ONLINE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT�

The Diocese continues to offer online support groups and 

hopes to begin offering live sessions in the Spring. These 

online virtual programs are being offered through Catholic 

Social Services on Tuesdays. The links to register for ei-

ther of the one�hour sessions are as follow: 4:30 PM � 

https://bit.ly/SupportGroup4 or 7 PM � https://bit.ly/

SupportGroup7. In addition to the online sessions, one�on�

one sessions are also offered via phone. For more infor-

mation, contact Rose Mary Saraiva at 508�674�4681 Ext. 

1111 or 774�253�4097, or by email at rsarai-

va@cssdioc.org. �

      St. Francis of Assisi �

Parking Protocol�

�

Once again it is time to review the 

parking protocol at St. Francis of 

Assisi.� Reminder that we have a one 

way road in, and a one way road 

out.� We are instructed by the Town 

of Swansea, to ensure that these two roadways in and 

out are free of any parked vehicles.� The purpose for 

this I’m sure that you are aware of, we must always 

have the room available for emergency vehicles.� So, 

please DO NOT PARK in those roadways or on the 

side of the roadways.� Thank you ���

               

Diocese of Fall River�

Office of Safe Environment�

Mt. Hope Catholic Community�

St. Francis of Assisi & St. Dominic�

Our Parishes are committed to providing a safe place for all the 

faithful. Therefore, we follow a strict policy of The Essential Three 

for all who minister, work or volunteer in our parish. We ask for 

your cooperation and support. The safety of our community depends 

on all of us doing our part. Please visit the Diocesan Safe Environ-

ment page for more information: �

https://www.fallriverdiocese.org/office�of�safe�environment/ �

Victim Assistance�

Anyone who has suffered abuse by a priest, or someone affiliated 

with the Diocese of Fall River, is urged to call Carolyn Shipp, Dio-

cese Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 508�985�6508 or visit the 

Safe Environment page of our website (web information listed 

above). Be assured that your voice will be heard. �
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�

Mt. Hope Catholic Community �

of St. Francis and St. Dominic�

Faith Formation Program �

Grades 5�7 Class Schedule�

Class Time for Grades 5th �7th � 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m                          

Nov. 28�Sunday, No Class                                                        

Dec. 5�Sunday, Faith Formation (GR. 7)                               

Dec. 12�Sunday, Faith Formation (GR. 5 & 6) Family Mass 

11:00 am                                                                                     

Dec. 19�Sunday, Faith Formation (GR. 7)�

Mt. Hope Catholic Community�

Confirmation 1 & 2 News�

Classes are 6:00 � 7:30 pm in St. Francis Parish Hall�

Nov. 28th�Sunday, Faith Formation Conf. 2 (GR. 9)�

Dec. 5th�Sunday, Faith Formation Conf.1 (GR. 8)�

Dec. 12th�Sunday, No Faith Formation Classes/Conf. 2 (GR. 

9) Retreat Day at Parish Center from 12:30�5:00 P.M., 

(Mandatory) �

Dec. 19th�Sunday, Faith Formation Conf. 1 (GR. 8)�

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY   �

This is a huge thank you from our Saint Vincent de Paul 

conference, of St. Dominic Church, to everyone who con-

tributed to our Thanksgiving gift and card drive.  Thanks to your gener-

osity we received a total of $2,145 in cards and donations.  This will 

help 35 families in their Thanksgiving celebration.  �

Just to let you know, our Giving Tree Christmas  Program. Will begin 

on the First Sunday of Advent.  More info will be forthcoming.  Wish-

ing you a blessed Thanksgiving from all the members of St. Vincent de 

Paul. �

Mt. Hope Catholic Community �

of St. Dominic and St. Francis �

 Grades 1�4         Class times �  10:30 until noon                                                                                         �

November 28�No Classes�Thanksgiving Liturgy�9:30am                      �

December 5�Sunday, Grades 3 & 4�

December 12�Sunday, Grades 1 & 2  �

December 19�Sunday, Grades 3 & 4�

THE ANNUAL COATS FOR KIDS CAMPAIGN!  Now 

thru November 30th you may bring donations of  NEW 

COATS, HATS, SCARVES AND GLOVES to the bins at 

both our churches.                                                    

CHILDREN SIZES 4T�SIZE 18 are needed. �

       MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ACCEPTED.  �

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA, sponsored by the Youth Council, will 

be held on Saturday, DECEMBER 11, from 10�12PM  in the Saint 

Dominic Parish Center.  Please pick up your registration forms in 

the back of the Parish Center if you plan to attend. �

Saint Dominic YOUTH COUNCIL will hold their 

meeting on Sunday, November 28th, following the 

Family Liturgy Mass in the Parish Hall.�

Christmas Calendar Fundraiser to Benefit �

St. Francis of Assisi    �

 LAST CHANCE TO BUY�

Get your lucky calendar’s now to benefit St. Fran-

cis of Assisi.  They will be available for $10 dona-

tion for this last weekend at all doors of the church 

at St. Francis.  There are $1200.00 in Prizes!  31 

chances to win!! All names remain in the drawing 

for the entire month.  GOOD LUCK TO ALL!!!�

�

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: St. Dominic 

Youth Council Bake Sale will be held the Week-

end of December 19th at both St. Dominic’s and 

St. Francis of Assisi.  �

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #3669                                

CHRISTMAS SURPRISES CALENDAR FUNDRAISER  

Donations are $10.  They are available from any Knights and 

the St. Dominic Rectory.  Drawings will be held daily during 

the month of January.  Winning tickets go back in for future 

daily drawings.  Grand prize on last drawing is $250.�

SAINT DOMINIC WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY 

� will be held on Wednesday, December 15th at 6PM at 

the Crossroads Restaurant in Warren. Members are asked to 

meet at the restaurant. �

MARIA MEDAL RECIPIENT�

           This year’s Marian Medal Recipient from Saint               

Dominic Church is Alfred Arruda.  Alfred will be our honored 

guest at a reception in his honor in the Parish Hall on Sunday, 

December 5th at 6PM.  All prior Marian Medal honorees are    

invited to attend and wear their medals.�
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M. Sardinha & Sons
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
508-678-6512
297 Plain Street, Fall River, MA
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA & RI
MA #8755, #12997
RI #2107, #6450

www.msardinhaplumbingandheating.com

508-673-0781
www.hathawayfunerals.com
 Serving the Community
 Since 1893

 TONY PAVAO

 Inc
Gardening • Snow Plowing

Commercial •Residential
Lawn Care

Swansea, MA • 508-864-8032

Johnson’s Roadside
Farm Market

Home-Grown Quality Fruits &  
Vegetables From Our Family Farm

Our Own Fresh Baked Goods
445 Market St. (Rt. 136), N. Swansea

508-379-0349
www.johnsonsroadsidemarket.com

3425 Sharps Lot Road
Dighton, MA 02715
508-669-5717 

Fax: 508-669-1416

FIRE & BURGLAR 
ALARM SYSTEMS

1-800-337-9469
HENRY C. SIDOK  | REHOBOTH, MA

FUEL OIL 
BURNER SERVICE

Towne Heating 
Co., Inc.

INSTALLATION AND 
ALTERATIONS

EST. 1953 • PAUL DENIS
1162 G.A.R. HIGHWAY, RTE. 6

SWANSEA, MASS

508-672-6384

PROUDLY SERVING

our community

WARING-SULLIVAN
HOME AT BIRCHCREST

189 GARDNERS NECK ROAD
SWANSEA, MA 02777

508-676-1933    waring-sullivan.com
A Service Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp. Int’l., 206 Winter St., Fall River, MA 02720

Robert Dumais | 774-991-3369 | www.LBAri.com
St. Dominic Parishioner for 50 Years

Medicare     Social Security     Retirement Planning

Contact Victoria Russo to place an ad  
today! vrusso@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6283 

328 Wilbur Ave. 
Swansea
508-676-6621
OPEN DAILY 
5AM-7PM

dunkindonuts.com

MANUEL ROGERSMANUEL ROGERS
funeral homefuneral home

1521 North MaiN St., Fall river, Ma

Pre-Planning offers peace of mind 
for those we love the most

508-672-3101508-672-3101  
info@rogersfuneral.cominfo@rogersfuneral.com
www.rogersfuneral.comwww.rogersfuneral.com


