SEPTEMBER 22, 2019
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10:15 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday: 5:15 p.m.

SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation:
Saturdays: 3:00-3:45 p.m.
Baptisms: Parental orientation
required. Contact Rectory for
appointment.
Marriages: Please make
appointment six months in
advance.

STAFF
PRIESTS
Rev. John Gathenya X322
Fr.John.Gathenya@dor.org
Rev. Michael Brown
Fr.Michael.Brown@dor.org
DEACON
Gregg Lawson
PASTORAL MINISTER
Aaron Wilson X311
aaron.wilson@dor.org
SECRETARY
Melody Fillion X312
melody.fillion@dor.org
DIRECTOR OF CATECHESIS
Carlo Stebbings
(315) 252-3439
PARISH COUNCIL
Lisa Ann Homic
(315) 277-1362
lisaannhomic@gmail.com
FINANCIAL DIRECTOR
Shawn Gillen-Caryl
(315) 252-7111

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL
Mary Jo Keba, Principal
www.sjsauburn.org

(315) 253-8327

FOOD PANTRY
315-252-0710
9-11:30am, Monday-Saturday

!

Mailing Address:
10 S. Lewis St,
Auburn, NY 13021
Rectory Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:
9AM-4PM; Tuesday: 9AM-3PM;
Friday: 9AM-12PM

Phone: 315-252-7261
Fax: 315-252-7262
Website:
www.stalphonsusauburn.com
Facebook: @stalphonsusauburn
Email: stalphonsus@dor.org

September 22, 2019

We are so happy that you have joined us to worship the Lord
this weekend.

In Our Parish

Mass Intentions

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 22
9:30am Lector Training
10:15am Mass
5:00pm Mass

SATURDAY, September 21—St. Matthew
5:30pm Lynn Berhoupt by Mom

TUESDAY, September 24
1:00pm Widow/Widower Group (Rectory)
5:15pm Daily Mass

25th SUNDAY in Ordinary Time, September 22
10:15am Charlie Norton by Sue & Family
5:00pm Thomas Wiggins by Ellen & Family
TUESDAY, September 24
5:15pm Nick Diego by Family

WEDNESDAY, September 25
5:15pm Daily Mass
7:00pm Bingo

WEDNESDAY, September 25
5:15pm William Rumgay by Sharon Rumgay

THURSDAY, September 26
5:15pm Daily Mass

THURSDAY, September 26—Ss. Cosmas & Damian
5:15pm Eugenia Hearn by Carol Aldrich & Louie
Szakalski

SATURDAY, September 28
3:00pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass

SATURDAY, September 28—St. Wenceslaus, St.
Lawrence Ruiz & Companions
5:30pm Jack Hai by The Hai Family

26th SUNDAY in Ordinary Time, September 29
10:15am Mass
5:00pm Mass

26th SUNDAY in Ordinary Time, September 29
10:15am Joseph Casper by Debra & Douglas Wayne
5:00pm Virginia Cooper by St. Alphonsus Food Pantry
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Gifts at Mass
If you are attending a Mass being celebrated at your request,
and you wish to carry the Bread and Wine in the Procession of
Gifts, please let one of the Ushers know before Mass begins.

Bingo Workers Schedule
Wednesday, September 25, Team C

Kitchen Capt. 5-9pm

D. Balcom
Kitchen Assistant
S. Balcom
Kitchen 4-6pm
L. Harwood
NEED HELP
Kitchen 5-7pm
M. Mendzef
NEED HELP

Kitchen 7-9pm
NEED HELP
Pull Tabs 5:30 – 8pm
R. Kilmer
Caller 7 - 9pm
N. Camardo
Drawer 7– 9
V. Quimby

Sellers 6-7pm

N. Camardo
T. Gray
K. Gray
V. Quimby
NEED HELP
NEED HELP
Floor 7-9pm
NEED HELP
NEED HELP

Please Note: If you are unable to work your assigned Bingo shift, please find a replacement
from your list of volunteers. Contact Mark Querns, 730-2594 or Tiffanie McLean, 246-8633 to
volunteer, or just show up where help is needed. Thank You!

Ministry Schedule
5:30 PM
Lector: R. Nestor
Eucharistic
Ministers
M. Pesek
M. Bishop

Priest
Sac:

Acolytes

AV

10:15 AM
Lector: P. Cowan
Eucharistic
Ministers
C. Natale
L. Harwood
P. Cowan
J. Cowan
F. Farrell
Priest

Acolytes
L. Brabant
M. Farrell
T. Passarello
AV
J. Berry

Sac: J. Robson

There are many open spots for Memorial
Candles and Mass Intentions throughout the
year. Please come to the rectory during business
hours to set up a memorial for your
loved one!

Saturday & Sunday September 28 & 29
5 PM
Lector: A. DeRegis
Eucharistic
Ministers
E. Roberts
M. Bovard
K. Gray
K. Mahoney
D. Balloni
Priest

Acolytes

Sac: Maggie & Elizabeth

Home Care Ministry
Restmour J. & P. Cowan
Northbrook Marianne Mendzef
Bluefield Christine Newert
ACH A. & A. Wilson

Marriage Vow: I Do
The words “I Do” are the most powerful in human history when exchanged by a man and woman in the arena
and environment of a wedding. In this holy exchange you by a meaningful consent accept to change your status,
sense of belongingness, name, lifestyle, living arrangements, habits, choice of friends, you agree that you are no
longer an “I” but a “We” or “Us.” This happens because you have found your best friend, your soulmate, the
love of your life, the one to whom you can risk everything even the instinct to selfsurvival and preservation. It is only to this valued person (spouse) that you can
wholeheartedly risk and promise a life-long commitment for better or for worse, in
sickness and in health, for richer or poverty until death do you part. The beauty of
marriage is that it symbolizes the love Christ has for the Church, a love that is
unconditional. His love was so deep that He risked Himself for us. He loved us with an
absence of fear and a presence of joy. It cost Him everything, and He gave it all
willingly. This image is exemplified in the sacrament of marriage. When a couple says
the words “I do,” what they are truly saying is “I love you, I give myself to you, for as
Christ loves His Church, I love you.” This right here is a beautiful statement, one where
the husband and wife devote themselves not just to each other, but to Christ; they boldly proclaim they will not
FEAR to love.
May I acknowledge and congratulate in this community all those who have been married for 1, 2, 3, 4, 5…10, 20,
30, 40, 50, 60, 70 years. I pray that all married people reading this column experience marriage as a gift from
God. Each of the seven sacraments are “signs and instruments by which the Holy Spirit spreads the grace of
Christ the head throughout the Church which is his Body.” (CCC 774). This means that marriage is a “sign and
instrument” used by the Holy Spirit to share the “grace of Christ.” Your marriage is a gift of grace not only to
the two of you, but to the entire Church including your children, your extended family and your parish and
local communities. You are the living beacons of hope and testimony in our lives that marriage life is real and a
blessing. And you should remember that thousands of people have been touched by all of you in good and
enduring ways. They have witnessed, through your journey, marriages that have blossomed over many years.
They have seen you share joys and sorrows, as well as challenges and successes. You are all a testament to
lasting marriages, true covenants of faith and love for life. At this time of confusion and many challenges in our
culture and society regarding the truth and meaning of marriage, your witness is greatly needed: When a man
and woman celebrate the sacrament of Matrimony, God as it were ‘is mirrored’ in them; He impresses in them
His own features and the indelible character of His love. Marriage is the icon of God’s love for us. Indeed, God is
communion too: the three Persons of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit live eternally in perfect unity. And
this is precisely the mystery of Matrimony: God makes of the two spouses one single life. The Bible uses a
powerful expression and says ‘one flesh,’ so intimate is the union between man and woman in marriage. And
this is precisely the mystery of marriage: the love of God, which is reflected in the couple that decides to live
together. Therefore a man leaves his home, the home of his parents, and goes to live with his wife and unites
himself so strongly to her that the two become, as the Bible says, one flesh. However, if divorce or separation
should happen, the Church does not condemn, but "on the contrary, faced with so many painful marital failures,
she feels called to live her presence of love, of charity, of mercy, to bring back the wounded and lost hearts to
God." The same mercy God shows to all his people when they fail through sin, "teaches us that wounded love
can be healed by God through mercy and forgiveness."
I take the opportunity also to thank and congratulate all those in the cluster of St. Alphonsus, Holy Family,
Sacred Heart and St. Ann who got engaged this year! Please, schedule your wedding day in any of our four
churches and let the preparation begin. And to those courageous engaged couples who came forward this
The letter continues on the next page.

Faith Formation
summer and to entered into the most holy sacrament of
matrimony, Congratulations! Keep them in your prayers
that they may ever be a living testimony to their love
and fidelity. This is a personal note for you engaged
couples from Pope Francis: "Make [your wedding] a real
celebration – because marriage is a celebration – a
Christian celebration, not a worldly feast! It is good that
your wedding be simple and make what is truly
important stand out. Some are more concerned with the
exterior details, with the banquet, the photographs, the
clothes, the flowers…These are important for a
celebration, but only if they point to the real reason for
your joy: the Lord's blessing on your love." Each day, the
Good Lord renews and strengthens your love. He does
so particularly at every Mass you attend. Here at the
altar, we remember that Christ loves us to the end,
giving up His Body and pouring out His Blood for us.
This is the love that marriage is meant to express: free,
total, faithful, fruitful and self-giving. Jesus nourishes us
with His Body and Blood to help us to love as He has
loved us.
What about the wedding ring—the smallest circular
metal that is given a powerful meaning by the spouses
on their wedding day when they make this promise:
darling/ sweetheart/ honey receive this ring as a sign of
my love and fidelity. So the ring that is given is a sign of
the love and fidelity of the one who gives it. The ring that
you wear, that was placed on your finger by your
spouse on your wedding day, does not represent your
commitment to your marriage, your love for your
spouse, your faithfulness to this relationship and to the
vocation God has called you into, etc. It represents the
commitment, love and faithfulness of your spouse to you.
It’s an ongoing reminder of the promise that the other
person has made to you. It’s a sign of the covenant that
your spouse has made with you, and that God has
sealed, and that you have freely embraced and entered
into. The same covenant that you have also made with
your spouse. As couple exchange rings they conclude by
invoking the Holy Name of God who is a Trinity—a
community of total and perfect love as a reminder that
love and marriage are indissoluble.
~Fr. John
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BREAKTHROUGH
Faith Formation
Faith Formation Wish
List
• DVD/Blu-Ray
players in working
condition
• TVs that a DVD/BluRay player can hook
up to
• Fans in good working
condition
How well do you know the Catechism?
True or false? The 12 cardinals and bishops appointed
to the commission that prepared the current Catechism
was chaired by then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger.
Last week’s answer: True. “The Lord's Prayer ‘is truly
the summary of the whole gospel.’” (CCC 2761).

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
September 7-8, 2019
Regular Collection:

$4750.00

Other:

$30

Fuel:

$324

Courier:

$10

Cares & Shares (Food Pantry):

$280

Capital Repair & Improvement:

$165

Monthly Mass:

$
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint-of-the-Day Wisdom
“He who trusts himself is lost. He who trusts in God can do all things.” ~St. Alphonsus Liguori

Rite to Christian
Initiation for
Adults (rcia)
Classes are beginning soon for any adult interested in
joining the Catholic Church or completing their
Sacraments of Initiation. Contact you parish office
for more information.!
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COOKBOOK RESERVATIONS The Holy Family Church
Fundraising Committee is preparing a taste tempting cookbook featuring favorite recipes from members of our parish.
Our cookbook will be beautifully illustrated and bound to be
treasured for years. Cost is only $10 apiece. Call 315!252!
9576 to reserve one or more copies at this time. 

Faith Formation!
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Welcome, Sam!
Father Brown celebrates Sam Brabant as a
new Altar Server with his parents Jerome
and Dana. Training for new servers is in
the church on the second Sunday of every
month at 9:30 am. Anyone interested may
call Aaron at 315-252-7261 or
aaron.wilson@dor.org
About the Cover
On today’s bulletin is German artist
Albrecht Dürer’s Praying Hands,
drawn in 1508 as a study for the Heller Altarpiece. Today’s Epistle reading
exhorts us to lift our hands in prayer
to the Lord. To see this famous drawing in person,
visit the Albertina Museum in Vienna, Austria.
!

Jesus is very clear when he says “No servant
can serve two masters. He will either hate one
and love the other or be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and mammon." As disciples of Jesus we are
constantly fighting the temptation to put the
things of this world and our bodily desires before God. More than ever we need to make a
daily choice to live a Christ centered life. This
is important not only for us adults, but for our
children and grandchildren. They are watching
us very closely and they can tell if being a
Catholic is important to us or just something
we do to “check a box”. Our children and
youth are looking for models of authentic faith.
We have the awesome responsibility to model
for them what the life of a disciple looks like.
Everyone of us desires good things for our
children and grandchildren. Are we modeling
and forming them to look just to the world for
happiness and joy, or are we modeling and
forming them to look towards God first and
foremost in their life? Ultimately it is life with
God that we all yearn for and it is this relationship that will bring a joy that is for all eternity.
Let’s serve God first and keep him at the center of our families.

314 Clark St., Auburn • 252-9775

WHITE CHAPEL

Daily Specials • Ample Portions
Open at Noon on Sundays

Funeral Home Inc.

Fine Italian & American Cuisine for Over 80 Years

Hollywood
Restaurant

105 Grant Ave • (315) 253-7711

(315) 253-8891

kostasbarandgrill.com

www.ckfamilydental.com

AN

THE FARRELL FAMILY
197 South Street

258-9101
A Fourth Generation of Service

Dr. Theresa Casper-Klock

33 William St., Suite 1 / Auburn

SAWR

Garage Doors
315-729-2907
AUBURN DINER

DANIEL R. CUDDY / CPA, CFP®

64 Columbus Street | 315-253-7375

315.252.3600

Open 7 days a week! 6am-2pm (thurs & Fri till 8pm)

www.cuddyfinancial.com

DAILY SPECIALS

Restmour Home
FOR ADULTS
q
61 Seymour St. / Auburn

315.253.7621
Serving Our Seniors Since 1960

Heieck-Pelc
Funeral Home, LLC

PAUL F. VITALE INC.

www.heieckpelcfuneralhome.com

Vitale Heavy Hauling Inc.
www.VitaleCompanies.com
Excavation • Underground Utility
Asphalt-Paving • Concrete • Dumptruck Service
Tractor Trailer Service • Snow Plowing Service
Crushed Stone, Gravel & Topsoil Products
7665 North Street Rd. / Auburn, NY

42 E. Genesee St. • 252-0141

315.253.9797

STEVEN PELC / CHRISTOPHER AUDIOUN
OWNERS & DIRECTORS

Celebrating 124 Years of Commitment

DR. LISA A. HOMIC
Chiropractor

“Become a better version of yourself. ”
33 William St. Ste 10 / Auburn, NY 13021

315-27 7-1362

Breakfast & Lunch Daily Specials!
Open Daily 6am-2pm
Sund
Sunday 7am-2pm

s
Pavlo’

All Items Available
for Take-Out
Breakfast
Brea
Served
All Day!

6 York St., Auburn,
Aubu NY

315-255-9253

Contact Christine Anello to place an ad today!
canello@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6445

SAVE ON ITEMS AND REAP THE REWARDS.
Get your tHRive ® Rewards card today!
enjoy deals | earn points | get surprises

Sign-up for FREE!
Learn more at KinneyDrugs.com
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Alphonsus, Auburn, NY

03-1218

