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Phone: 315-252-7261  

Fax: 315-252-7262 

Rectory Office Hours: 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

9AM-4PM; Tuesday: 9AM-3PM; 

Friday: 9AM-12PM 

Website: 

www.stalphonsusauburn.com 

Facebook: @stalphonsusauburn 

Email: stalphonsus@dor.org 

JANUARY 5, 2020 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 10:15 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.  

Tuesday-Thursday: 5:15 p.m.   

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation:  

Saturdays: 3:00-3:45 p.m. 

Baptisms: Parental orientation 

required. Contact Rectory for 

appointment. 

Marriages: Please make 

appointment six months in 

advance. 

STAFF 

PRIESTS 

Rev. John Gathenya X322 

Fr.John.Gathenya@dor.org 

Rev. Michael Brown 

Fr.Michael.Brown@dor.org 

DEACON 

Gregg Lawson 

 PASTORAL MINISTER 

Aaron Wilson X311 

aaron.wilson@dor.org 

SECRETARY 

Melody Fillion X312 

melody.fillion@dor.org 

DIRECTOR OF CATECHESIS 

Carlo Stebbings 

(315) 252-3439 

PARISH COUNCIL  

Lisa Ann Homic 

(315) 277-1362 

lisaannhomic@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL DIRECTOR 

Shawn Gillen-Caryl 

(315) 252-7111 

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL  

Mary Jo Keba, Principal 

www.sjsauburn.org 

(315) 253-8327 

FOOD PANTRY 

315-252-0710 

9-11:30am, Monday-Saturday 

Mailing Address:  

10 S. Lewis St,  

Auburn, NY 13021 



January 5, 2020 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, January 5 

10:15am Mass 

5:00pm Mass  

TUESDAY, January 7 

5:15pm Daily Mass 

6:00pm Girl Scouts 

WEDNESDAY, January 8 

5:15pm Daily Mass 

7:00pm Bingo 

THURSDAY, January 9 

5:15pm Daily Mass 

SATURDAY, January 11 

3:00pm Confessions 

5:30pm Mass 

The BAPTISM of the LORD, SUNDAY, January 12 

9:30am Altar Server Training 

10:15am Mass 

5:00pm Mass  

Mass Intentions 

SATURDAY, January 4—St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton 

5:30pm Nick Campagnola by Family 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, January 5 

10:15am Mary Jo Fennessy by the Fennessy Family 

5:00pm Rosa Rosa by Staff at St. Alphonsus 

TUESDAY, January 7—St. Raymond of Penafort 

5:15pm Nelson & Helen Miles by Dorothy Kuczek 

WEDNESDAY, January 8 

5:15pm Richard Welch by Staff at St. Alphonsus 

THURSDAY, January 9 

5:15pm John Szozda by Staff at St. Alphonsus 

SATURDAY, January 11 

5:30pm Robert Murdoch by Karen Murdoch & 

Family 

The BAPTISM of the LORD, SUNDAY, January 

12 

10:15am Iva M. Bardteau by the Connell Family 

5:00pm Genevieve Zanowick by the Zanowick 

Family 

In Our Parish 

We are so happy that you have joined us to worship the Lord 

this weekend. 

Please Note: If you are unable to work your assigned Bingo shi�, 

please find a replacement from your list of volunteers. Thank You!

Contact Mark Querns 730�2594 or Tiffanie McClean 246�8633 to 

volunteer, or just show up where help is needed. Thanks.�

 

Kitchen Capt. 5-9pm 

D. Balcom 

Kitchen Assistant 

S. Balcom 

Kitchen 4-6pm 

NEED HELP 

NEED HELP 

Kitchen 5-7pm 

J. O’Hara 

NEED HELP 

Kitchen 7-9pm 

NEED HELP 

Pull Tabs 5:30 – 7:30pm 

R. Kilmer 

Caller 7 - 9pm 

J. Swartz 

Drawer 7– 9 

NEED HELP 

Sellers 6-7pm 

NEED HELP 

M. Wride 

M.A. LaMay 

B. Festa 

J. Horsford 

NEED HELP 

Floor 7-9pm 

J. Salvage 

C. Tardibone 

Bingo Workers Schedule 

Wednesday, January 9, Team B 

Gifts at Mass 

If you are attending a Mass being celebrated at your request, 

and you wish to carry the Bread and Wine in the Procession of 

Gifts, please let one of the Ushers know before Mass begins.  

The Our Lady of Grace 

Candle burns in loving 

memory of the Deceased of the Fromel  

Family by Betty Festa 

January 3-10 

 Ministry Schedule           Saturday & Sunday January 11 & 12 

5:30 PM  

Lector: R. Nestor 

10:15 AM 

Lector: E. Catto 

5 PM 

Lector: A. Robson 

Home Care Ministry  

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

M. Pesek 

 

M. Bishop 

 

A. Cuthbert 

Priest 

Acolytes 

 

 

AV  

 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

C. Natale 

L. Harwood 

J. Doeing 

J. Cowan 

C. Patti 

Priest 

Acolytes 

L. Brabant 

S. Reynics 

M. Farrell 

AV 

J. Berry 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

D. Balloni 

A. Robson 

J. Robson 

 

K. Gray 

Priest 

Acolytes 

J. Robson 

Restmour 

Northbrook 

Bluefield 

ACH 

  

M. & P. Skomsky 

Marianne Mendzef 

J. & P. Cowan 

A. & A. Wilson 

Sac:   Sac: J. Cowan Sac: J. Robson 

 



New Year 2020 and Epiphany�

Today, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany! In an aspect the Feast of Epiphany can be seen as a 

response of the Magi to Christmas�the birth of Jesus Christ. It is a response to the gift of love that God 

gave us in the giving of His Son. The Magi left everything. They took a long journey to come and do 

adoration of Christ. So their response to the gift of God was adoration; to do Him homage. And so to for 

us, as we focus on Epiphany for what it has to be��what is our response to the gift of Jesus as 

Emmanuel�God is with us! The magi came from a distance. They had set out on a spiritual quest that 

required them to become actual pilgrims, traveling across the miles to the place of encounter with God. 

The Churches of our cluster: St. Alphonsus, Holy Family, Sacred Heart and St. 

Ann are the places for our Epiphanies�we travel miles and miles in our 

inward journey to this sacred places that are filled with the presence of God 

that we may encounter the life, love and hope. We make journeys of joy, 

journeys of celebration, journey of sorrow, journey of family togetherness, 

journeys of new beginnings, journeys of broken heart, journeys with hurt and 

woundedness, journeys of awe and wonder, journeys of forgiveness and 

reconciliation�all in view that we will find that Holy Presence with the hope 

of falling in Adoration and be transformed into a way of life that is 

meaningful. Like the magi we, too, are travelers! We know from everyday 

experience what it is like to make a journey of expectation to the house of a 

friend, the bedside of a sick loved one, or the journey of engagement leading 

to marriage, journey of waiting for a new baby in the family, journey of becoming catholic, journey of 

physical healing and recuperation and ultimately the journey of dying! There is something in the 

distance that calls to us. What is true in these little journeys is also true of the whole of life. 

We are called by a great promise to move out from where we are to the future God has 

planned for us. We hope that the journey itself is pleasant and safe, full of happiness and 

new discoveries along the way. And, of course, we seek good and trustworthy 

companions, people who are wise about traveling, who know the dangers to be avoided 

and the delights to be enjoyed. We need fellow pilgrims who will encourage us when we 

want to give up or come to find us if we get lost. In God's plan we find these companions 

in our families and good neighbors � and especially in that great and grace�filled band of 

pilgrims that we belong in our parishes.�

Happy New Year 2020. Every New Year we enjoy getting a fresh start. We may focus on getting 

ourselves fit physically. Many join a gym or begin exercising. Have you considered what goals you 

would like to set for 2020 as a family? I’d like you to set one goal with me for 2020. The Church often 

sets years aside with a certain focus or goal in mind. Let’s call 2020 the Year of Stewardship. As 

Parishioners of the cluster of St. Alphonsus, Holy Family, Sacred Heart and St. Ann what does 

stewardship mean? Stewardship is the exercising responsibility for the gifts God has given us and being 

accountable for their proper use. What are our gifts? Our time, talent, and treasure. Everyone in a 

Catholic family, young or old, has a measure of these gifts. As we set a good example as parents as 

stewards of what God has entrusted us, our children learn, follow, and develop from our example. How 

can you and I, and our families, learn to take our stewardship role more seriously in 2020, and work at 

becoming better stewards of the blessings God showers us with? How a parish welcomes new 

parishioners can have a tremendous impact on the success of stewardship educational efforts in your 

parish. If parishioners feel warmly welcomed into the parish family from the very beginning, they are 

much more likely to be receptive to our stewardship appeal. Additionally, parishioners are usually 

much more willing to get involved and offer their gifts of time and talent in a parish where they are 

The letter continues on the next page. �



USCCB-approved “Gluten-free” hosts are  available 

for those in need. Please call the Rectory, 315-252-

7261, or email Aaron Wilson at aaron.wilson@dor.org. 

Faith in the Family 

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is 

thought by some to be rooted in the gift 

giving of the Magi. In many cultures, gifts are 

not exchanged at Christmas, but rather on the 

feast of the Epiphany. Whenever you 

exchange your Christmas gifts, take some 

time to reflect on this tradition of gift giving 

at Christmas. Think of the best gift you have 

received. What was it? What made it special? 

Was it the gift itself, the thought that went 

into it, or the person who gave it to you? The 

gifts of the Magi—gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh—have come to be understood as 

symbols of Christ’s royalty, divinity, and 

eventual suffering and death. They are special 

because in giving them, the Magi 

acknowledge who Jesus was to be: our Savior. 

We pray that we will acknowledge Jesus as 

Savior in all that we do and say. Conclude by 

singing together “We Three Kings.” In the 

Peace of Christ, Mr. Carlo Stebbings 

Youth Ministry 

Beyond the Treeline is a new Youth Ministry 

initiative developed for young ladies and 

men to grow spiritually, physically, and 

emotionally as they become the best version 

of themselves. Two information evenings are 

planned for January 12 and 26, 2020 at 5:45pm 

in the conference room of St. Hyacinth School. 

Students in 8

th

-12

th

 grade and parents are 

invited to learn about this new and engaging 

initiative in Auburn. See the flyers hanging in 

church or contact the Faith Formation office 

with questions or for more information. 

made to feel comfortable and welcomed. New 

parishioners can bring gifts to the parish that had 

never been present before � new talents, new 

experiences, new ideas and new commitments. By 

welcoming new parishioners appropriately, you 

have the opportunity to grow into a new and 

better parish. By ignoring new parishioners, you 

ignore the new gifts God is sending your way. 

When a parish embraces the concepts of 

stewardship, it is important that new 

parishioners, too, be invited to share in the joy 

that stewardship can bring. Remember that first 

impressions can be lasting impressions. Treat 

newcomers to your parish as cherished guests, 

not as imposters. I pray that, through the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, God will 

fill every day of your New Year with graces and 

blessings galore. May Mary our ‘Spiritual Mother’ 

accompany us and intercede for us as we embark 

on this New Year! Thanks for all that you do for 

your parish. I am so deeply humbled and inspired 

by our volunteers and your generous support to 

your parish in so many ways. As I say good�bye to 

2019 and anticipate the New Year, I want to thank 

you for the past year and you’re sharing of your 

time, talent, and treasure with our Parish family. 

Your prayers, blessings, and support means a lot 

to me. God bless you with joy, peace, and love as 

you begin this New Year 2020. �

~Fr. John�

A big thanks to this 

week’s bulletin sponsor! 

About the Cover 

On today’s bulletin is the Span-

ish artist Bartolomé Esteban 

Murillo’s painting, Adoration of 

the Magi. It was painted c. 1660 

and is currently housed in the Toledo Mu-

seum of Art in Toledo, Ohio.  

Girl Scout Cookies 

Girl Scout Cookies will be avail-

able to order starting this 

month! St. Alphonsus’ troop, 

#60435 will be happy to meet 

your cookie needs.  

Contact Christina Selvek at 

cjselvek@yahoo.com if you have questions! 
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The Epiphany of the Lord 

�

Saint-of-the-Day Wisdom 

“Faith lifts the soul, Hope supports it, Experience says it must and Love says...let it be!.” 

~St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

ST ALPHONSUS CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL:  

Many of you, dear parishioners, would agree with me and 

acknowledge the fact that no parish could possibly survive for 

long without the many good people who devote and sacrifice 

their wealth, time and talent to the community. We shine in St. 

Alphonsus Church because of such generous and caring parish-

ioner. I wholeheartedly embrace you in gratitude and blessing. 

Our goal for 2019-20 appeal is $55,508.00! As 

of Monday, December 23, 2019, 124 donors 

have pledged $18,825.00 which is 33.91% of 

our goal. Thank you! Our parish is facing a 

challenge at this point in meeting our Catholic 

Ministries Appeal Goal. Again, as you proba-

bly know by now, this is a mandatory rather 

than voluntary goal and hence any shortfall is drawn from our 

depleting operating account therefore seriously hurting our op-

erational income. We are now 881 registered households and if 

everyone who is able participated in this common obligation, we 

would far exceed our goal! Our current participation rate is only 

12.25%. Won't you help improve this participation? Any amount, 

large or small will help. If it is easier for you to give online you 

can go to the diocesan website at www.dor.org. Our parish num-

ber in the diocese is 207. For the newly registered and those not 

registered as parishioners, pledge form can be found at every 

entrance of the church, or calling the parish office, and can be 

put in collection or mailed directly to the Diocese. If you can 

help your parish in this load, but do not want to contribute to the 

CMA directly, please place your check payable to St. Alphonsus 

in the weekly collection and at the MEMO write “PARISH SPE-

CIAL CARE” This will ensure that these monies are used to 

make up the difference. Please don’t wait another day. We need 

all households and families to participate. Please do the best 

you can and we will soon put this behind us! Any amount, 

large or small will help. Please pray for the success of our ef-

forts. Thank you. Fr. John  

Baptism Preparation Classes 

The Baptism Preparation Class 

schedule through Summer 2020 

is listed below. This class is built 

for parents or guardians who are 

having a child baptized for the 

first time. All parents or guardi-

ans must have this training be-

fore scheduling a first baptism. 

Instruction for baptisms of sub-

sequent children is determined 

by the parents and pastoral min-

ister of your parish. Also, anyone 

living outside of the Auburn area 

who wishes to have their child 

baptized here may do so. What is 

necessary is a letter from the 

family’s home-parish priest con-

firming that the appropriate 

preparation training has been 

completed. Any questions may 

be directed to your pastoral min-

ister through your parish office. 

Baptism Preparation Classes will 

be held at Sacred Heart Parish on 

Wednesdays at 7 pm on: this 

Wednesday, 1/8/20, 3/11/20, 

5/13/20, and 7/8/20. 
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Hollywood 
Restaurant Fine Italian & American Cuisine for Over 80 Years

Daily Specials • Ample Portions
Open at Noon on Sundays

314 Clark St., Auburn • 252-9775

Restmour Home
FOR ADULTS

q 
61 Seymour St. / Auburn

315.253.7621
Serving Our Seniors Since 1960

WHITE CHAPEL 
Funeral Home Inc.

THE FARRELL FAMILY
197 South Street

258-9101
A Fourth Generation of Service

105 Grant Ave • (315) 253-7711
kostasbarandgrill.com

DANIEL R. CUDDY / CPA, CFP® 

315.252.3600
www.cuddyfinancial.com

Heieck-Pelc Funeral Home, LLC
STEVEN PELC / CHRISTOPHER AUDIOUN

OWNERS & DIRECTORS

Celebrating 124 Years of Commitment
www.heieckpelcfuneralhome.com
42 E. Genesee St. • 252-0141

Garage Doors
315-729-2907

SAWRAN

Dr. Theresa Casper-Klock

33 William St., Suite 1 / Auburn

(315) 253-8891
www.ckfamilydental.com

DR. LISA A. HOMIC
Chiropractor

“Become a better version of yourself. ”

33 William St. Ste 10 / Auburn, NY 13021

315-27 7-1362

PAUL F. VITALE INC.
Vitale Heavy Hauling Inc.

www.VitaleCompanies.com
Excavation • Underground Utility

Asphalt-Paving • Concrete • Dumptruck Service
Tractor Trailer Service • Snow Plowing Service 

Crushed Stone, Gravel & Topsoil Products
7665 North Street Rd. / Auburn, NY

315.253.9797

Breakfast & Lunch Daily Specials!
  Open Daily 6am-2pm
 Sunday 7am-2pm

 All Items Available
 for Take-Out

 Breakfast Served
 All Day!

6 York St., Auburn, NY  315-255-9253

Pavlo’s

Sign-up for FREE!
Learn more at KinneyDrugs.com

SAVE ON ITEMS AND REAP THE REWARDS.
Get your tHRive® Rewards card today!

enjoy deals | earn points | get surprises

64 Columbus Street | 315-253-7375
Open 7 days a week! 6am-2pm (thurs & Fri till 8pm)

DAILY SPECIALS

AUBURN DINER

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today! 
kcarnevale@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333


