REVITALIZE IN CHRIST - RAISING THE ROOF

SAINT JOHN FISHER CHURCH

Mass Schedule

SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:00 PM !
SUNDAY: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 AM!
WEEKDAYS (Chapel): Monday  Friday, 7:30 AM !
HOLY DAYS: Vigil  7:00 PM; 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM
HOLIDAYS: 9:00 AM!
CONFESSION: Sat., 3:00  3:45 PM or by appointment!

Business Office Hours
Monday  Thursday: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM !
Friday: 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM !
Saturday: 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM!
Sunday: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM!
(Office closed weekdays from 12:001:00pm for lunch)!

Feb. 17, 2019

Parish Staff
Pastor: Rev. Robert B. McDermott (ext. 3)
Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Daniel Bingnear
Weekend Assistant: Rev. Francis X. Devlin, O.S.A.
Business Manager: Mr. Daniel Kinnik (ext. 4)
Director of Religious Education & Music Ministry:!
Mrs. Kathleen Aaronson (ext. 5)!
PREP Secretary: Mrs. Patricia Donnelly (ext. 8)!
Parish Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Regina Robinson
! (ext. 6)
Communications Secretary: Mrs. Renee Devine (ext. 2)!

Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Joseph Amalfitano !
Rev. John Sibel!

4225 CHICHESTER AVENUE • BOOTHWYN, PA 19061!
!

Website: stjohnfisherchurch.com

Facebook: Saint John Fisher

Phone: (610) 4850441

Email: contact@sjf71.org!

!
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TODAY IS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17,
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY
TIME. The Gospel reading is Luke
6:17, 2026. What an audience Jesus
has in today's Gospel! "A great crowd
of his disciples and a large number of
people from all over Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal
region of Tyre and Sidon." Disciples, pagans, and devout
Jews gathered together to hear Jesus speak in the Sermon
on the Mount. These people shared a common belief: God
was someone to be bargained with, and if God liked you,
you were rewarded with good fortune. In this sermon, Jesus completely flips the script on what it means to be
blessed by God. "Woe to you who are rich, to you who are
filled now, to you who laugh, to you when people speak
well of you. Blessed are you who are poor or hungry or
weeping. Blessed are you when people hate you, exclude
and insult you." What he proclaims as "woe" are states of
life we often strive for, and "blessed" are the states we work
hard to avoid! !
! Jesus is concerned with the kingdom of God and the
world to come, not the typical structures of power and privilege. The word "now" appears often in these statements.
Why? If you are well "now," that's beside the point. To be
rich in this life has no direct bearing on your immortal soul.
If you're struggling "now," that's not an indication that God
has forgotten you or that  in light of eternity  you're worse
off than someone else. In fact, it could be an indicator that
you're enduring something that will bring you to a place of
greater, eternal joy in the future. !
! This week, let’s consider our priorities. Who do we reject
as not blessed, and thereby inflict woe upon ourselves?
When we encounter difficult situations in our own lives, do
we see them as opportunities to remember God and lean
on His mercy and grace?!
LENT 2019!
ASH WEDNESDAY: Lent begins two weeks from this
Wednesday, on March 6. Ashes will be distributed during
Masses at 9:00 a.m., 4:30 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. in the
Church There will be no 7:30 a.m. Mass in the Chapel on
Ash Wednesday. If you have blessed palm in your home
and would like to dispose of it, please drop it in one of the
baskets in the Church Hall or Parish Center by March 1. !
!
“THE WORD AMONG US” is a booklet to use as part of
your Lenten devotions. Copies will be available the weekend of March 2 and 3 on the tables near the church entrances. Please feel free to take one. !
!
OPERATION RICE BOWL, sponsored by Catholic Relief
Services, is a faithinaction program that encourages us to
life in solidarity with people in need around the world. The
Rice Bowl is a great tool to guide prayer, fasting and giving
to the poor during Lent. You will find Rice Bowls on the tables at the rear of church beginning the weekend of March
9 and 10.!
TODAY IS HOSPITALITY SUNDAY!
Coffee, juice and doughnuts will be
served in the Church Hall after all
Masses on Sunday morning. Please
join us for a sweet treat and the
chance to visit with your fellow parishioners!!

REVITALIZE IN CHRIST ! RAISING THE ROOF!
! The Capital Campaign Team is bringing their faith and
dedication to St. John Fisher Parish right to the pews this
weekend.! Campaign Team members Maureen Nichols,
Fran Connell, Beth Albright, and Bob Barksdale each will
take one Mass, speak personally about the campaign, and
encourage all members to be a part of this effort. Following
each Mass, campaign team members are available to answer any questions you may have. !
! Be assured that we do not want anyone to make their
pledge in church today. Instead, Father McDermott is asking you to take a pledge form home and consider carefully
how you could participate in the plan to improve our worship space. Here are four words to help guide you.!
! ! THOUGHTFUL: How will St. John Fisher Parish !
! ! benefit from your gift? !
! ! REFLECTIVE: How has St. John Fisher Parish !
! ! nourished and blessed you? !
! ! PRAYERFUL: Ask God’s help in making this decision.
! ! Mindful of the beneficiary and your blessings, how ! !
! ! does!God want you to respond? !
! ! SACRIFICIAL: Will your gift make a difference in !
! ! your life?!
! Our minimum goal of $450,000 is in sight!!Commitment
Weekend will be March 9 & 10. All parishioners are
asked to bring their pledge commitment that weekend, or
drop it in the collection basket or by the Parish Office
sooner, if you wish. Any gift, no matter the size, is appreciated! As Father says, “Do the best you can!”! !
! All of us are thankful to the Campaign Team, who have
shared their time, talent, and treasure to make this effort a
success, and for sharing their faith and passion for St.
John Fisher Parish with all of us. !
Weather interrupted our plans
last week! The first meeting is
this Monday, Feb. 18, 6:15 p.m. in
! ! ! ! ! ! the Parish Center.!

JOIN US FOR DINNER, A VIDEO, AND
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION. !
EXAMINE WAYS TO BEGOME A MORE
FAITHFUL FOLLOWER OF !
JESUS CHRIST. !

For more information, contact Dr.
Cookie Magee, 6104948188.!

!

!

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY !
! During the excitement of an engagement and wedding planning, a couple may
lose sight of God’s grace made available
to them through the Sacrament of Matrimony. The covenant of Matrimony mirrors the covenant between God and
His people, a sign of His great love. !
! Just as the state has requirements for a civil marriage,
the Catholic Church also has standards for what makes a
‘valid’ marriage. There are four elements: (a) both people
are free to marry; (b) both can freely exchange consent; (c)
both intend to marry for life, be faithful to their spouse and
be open to having children; and (d) both consent in the
presence of two witnesses and a bishop, priest or deacon.
Exceptions to the last requirement must be approved by a
Church authority. !
! Marriages before a Justice of the Peace or nonCatholic
minister, without prior approval by the Church, are examples of a marriage that is lawful but not recognized as
‘valid’ for Catholics. Many couples may not realize that
their choice of wedding venue or officiant has an impact
later, for instance, when they are asked to be a Godparent
or Confirmation Sponsor and cannot serve in that role. !
! There is a solution, however. When a Catholic in a lawful
marriage desires to have his or her marriage bestowed
with the grace of the Sacrament, a priest or deacon can
offer pastoral and spiritual support and will work with the
couple toward a resolution. !
! When these couples are ready and free to do so, they
celebrate what is called a convalidation. Sometimes referred to as the ‘blessing of a marriage,’ it is important to
realize that a convalidation is not merely a renewal of
vows, but is a new act of consent by each spouse. This
new act of consent is essential to the Sacrament of Matrimony, and the words that they express are the outward
sign of the gift of self that they exchange. !
! Couples who are married legally and wish to have their
union blessed and validated in the Catholic Church are
encouraged to seek the assistance of Fr. McDermott or
Deacon Dan Bingnear, or another priest or deacon. We’re
here to help! !
WINTER MORNING OF REFLECTION!
It’s winter, so declare a Snow Day for yourself
on Tuesday, February 19, for a morning of reflection at the Franciscan Spiritual Center at Our
Lady of Angels Convent. Dr. Cookie Magee will
lead the journey through the barrenness and
coldness of winter to the warmth of God’s great
love. The cost is $15. Snacks provided. Email
doctorcookiemagee2013@gmail.com for more information
or pick up a registration form in the Parish Center. !
!

FINANCIAL OFFERING:!
STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE!
!
FEBRUARY 10 !
! ! ! Total
$!! 10,813!
! ! ! Number of Envelopes
469!
!
What we do with what we have been given is a sign to God
and to the world of the depth and meaning of our
commitment. Thank you for your faithful support! !
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SAVE THE DATES!!
MARCH 17 ! 18 ! 19
40 HOURS OF EUCHARISTIC DEVTION
At St. John Fisher Parish ! More Details to Come!
BULLETIN ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES!
! The parish bulletin is one of the main communication
tools for our parishioners. We strive to keep you informed
about what’s happening at St. John Fisher in the weeks
ahead, as well as news about the larger Catholic community in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. !
! We are thankful that this crucial communication piece is
provided to our parish at no cost because of the generous
advertising support of locallyowned businesses and organizations. Sponsors of our bulletin recognize the tremendous
value of connecting with our church family on a weekly basis, and our parishioners in turn support our sponsors.!
! Liturgical Publishers, Inc. (LPi), asked Mr. Jerry Finley, an
advertising sales rep, to come to St. John Fisher the week
of March 4 to work on securing new ads for the bulletin.
Advertisements can be for a business, a charity, in memory
of a loved one, or to support the church or a community
service organization. If you own your own business, please
consider advertising in the bulletin. If you work for a locally
owned company or frequent a nearby business that you
think would benefit from running an ad, please contact the
Parish Business Office and provide us the name of the
company. You can contact Jerry before March 5 by calling
him at 2158215225 for more details. Please mention to
him that you are interested in advertising in the St. John
Fisher bulletin. !
! In addition to publishing the bulletin, LPi is our website
host and developed the parish’s mobile app for smart
phones and devices. These services are provided to our
parish at not additional cost. !
MAN UP PHILLY !
11TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE!
MARCH 9, 2019!
Men of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
are invited to attend the 11th Annual Man
Up Philly Spirituality Conference. Man Up
Philly is a once a year conference focused on men to energize and enable us to be better sons,
fathers, and husbands, by living our faith and leading our
families by example. The event is being held at the Mirenda Center at Neumann University on Saturday, March 9.
Checkin opens at 7:30am and the event begins at 8:45.
Speakers include Matthew Kelly, author of Rediscover
Christ, Ron Jaworski, former quarterback for the Philadelphia Eagles, Deacon Harold BurkeSivers, EWTN TV host,
the founder of the Faith and Family Foundation and Irish
tenor Mark Forrest, with the closing Mass being celebrated
by Bishop Timothy Senior. The cost of the event is $50.
Registration forms are available in the Business Office, or
online at ManUpPhilly.com/registration. !
OPERATION BABY CARE !
PREP’s February service project, “Operation Baby Care,”
supports local mothers and their babies. We are collecting
infant formula, baby toiletries, diapers and wipes, baby towels, washcloths, and infant clothing. Please drop off donations to the rear of the Church Hall or the Parish Center any
time before March 1. Thanks for you help! !

!
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The Parish Business Office will be closed in recognition of
President’s Day, Monday, February 18. The Business Office will reopen at 8:30am on Tuesday, February 19. !
SUPERMATCH WINNERS!!
St. John Fisher Parish had 16 winners in the SuperMatch
Sweepstakes game! Each player won $10 for holding a
ticket that matched the score of one quarter of the Super
Bowl. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket to support this parish fundraiser! !
UEFGHIJK MLMIF MIJIMNOP SFQRSLTR!
Sat. Feb. 23!
4:00pm Vigil!
Cantor!
Sun. Feb. 24!
8:00am!
Cantor!
!
9:30am!
Adult Choir!
!
11:30am!
Knights Choir!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE!
Many thanks to everyone who helped
make the SJF Red Cross Blood Drive
a huge success! We are pleased to
announce that 42 pints of blood were
donated on February 4.
Special
thanks to donors for their willingness
to take the time to donate. We also appreciate the work of
all of the volunteers who made phone calls and especially
Barbara Tarone and Mary Lou Sweeney who have coordinated the blood drives at the parish for many years. !
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Celebrated on the First,
Second and Fourth Sundays of each month at 12:45pm.
PreJordan baptismal instruction is held on the Third Sunday at 12:45pm. Please call or visit the Parish Office to
arrange baptisms.!
!
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays,
3:00  3:45pm; other times by appointment.!
!

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES!
ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE: Wednesdays at 7:15pm in
Church !
YOUTH CHOIR PRACTICE: Sundays at 10:35  11:10am
in Church!
CONTEMPORARY CHOIR: Every other Tuesday
evening at 7:00pm !
RESURRECTION CHOIR: Sings for funeral Masses. No
rehearsals.!
MEN’S GATHERING: Mondays at 7:00pm in the ‘Living
Room’ meeting space in Church!
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:
Mondays after the 7:30am Mass until noon in the Chapel.
Benediction follows at noon.!
THE ROSARY AND DIVINE MERCY: Daily after the
7:30am Mass !
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(R.C.I.A.): Wednesday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. !
BULLETIN DEADLINE: Email items to
ReneeDevine@sjf71.org by noon on Tuesday.!
MONTHLY ACTIVITIES!
PARISH COUNCIL: Meets on the first Thursday of the
month !
FINANCE COUNCIL: Meets on the second Tuesday of
the month!
ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Meets every other Monday at
7:00pm in the Parish Center; begins February 11, 2019. !
ST. JOHN’S ON THE HILL SENIORS: Second and
fourth Thursdays at 12:30pm in the Church Hall!
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HOLY SAVIOUR COUNCIL
13710: Officers’ Meeting, 1st Monday of the month at
7:00pm; General membership meeting, 3rd Thursday of the
month at 7:00pm. Meetings held at Immaculate Conception
in the Hall. Contact Joe DiMarco, Grand Knight, at 302218
5261 for information. !

!

!

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: One party must be a
registered member of Saint John Fisher Parish. Couples
must make arrangements with the Pastor at least six
months prior to the intended date. Weddings can be held
at Saint John Fisher or at Immaculate Conception Church.
Couples are required to attend the Archdiocesan Sacramental Preparation Program for Marriage (four sessions)
or a PreCana program. !
PARISH REGISTRATION: We welcome new members to
Saint John Fisher! If you are new to our parish, please
call or visit the Parish Office to register.!
!
LETTERS OF ELIGIBILITY: If you need a Letter of Eligibility from Saint John Fisher Parish to be a sponsor for
Baptism or Confirmation, you must be !
!  a registered member of the parish, !
!  at least 16 years of age, !
!  a practicing Catholic (have received the Sacraments !
! and attend Mass regularly). !
 If married, you must be in a ‘valid’ marriage. !
The pastor is unable to sign a letter unless you meet
these requirements. To request a letter, please speak
with Father McDermott after any Mass or call the Parish
Office at 6104850441, ext. 2.!
PARISH ONLINE GIVING: Visit the parish website,
www.stjohnfisherchurch.com and click on the We Share
icon to sign up for the electronic giving program.!
!
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP):
The PREP program provides religious education for public
school children from September through May. Please call
the PREP office at 6104850441, ext. 5, for more information and to register.!

!
HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL:
Grades PreK through Eight: St. John Fisher parishioners support Holy Family Regional Catholic School.
Children from the parish who enroll there receive the supporting parish tuition rate. Charles Hughes, Principal!
Kristy Cobb, Business Manager !
3265 Concord Road, Aston, PA
(610) 4940147 www.holyfamilyaston.org!
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RONALD MARONE
“Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name.”

cÄxtáx cÜtç yÉÜ bâÜ f|v~
Samuel Gullo, Harry and Linda Stefchak, Ralph Maysky, Carol
Cippoloni, Ralph Montella, Randy Westby, Rose Liott, Betty
Ann Deshullo, Ann Walley, Barbara Shahadi, Geri Waldron,
Donald Arner, Gladys Kinsler, Gerald Murphy, Kathleen
Kozubal, Frank Breitmayer, Mary Giambri, Marie Creedon,
Theresa Mattero, Velia Brill, Peg Camero, Brian Allison,
Pasquale Mignogna, Rob Busch, Judy & Jerry Frezetti, Paula
Davis, Pat Oakes, Hank Granville, Colleen Hughes, John
Rossi, May Graves, Amy Calcagno, Susan Curl, Marie Barker,
Veronica & Joe Egan, Helen Brogley, Judy Giovan, Kevin
Neary, Tom O’Leary, Nancy Finn, Barbara Rogers, Miles
Owen. Names remain on our prayer list for 30 days, except for those
with long term issues. If you would like to continue prayers for a person,
p l e a s e call the parish office at 610 485 0441, ext. 2, to ask that their
name be added to the list again.

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week in
memory of

TOMMY COYLE
through the generosity of
Mary Coyle.
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Saturday

Feb. 16
4:00 PM
Sunday
Feb. 17
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM
Monday
Feb. 18
7:30 AM
Tuesday
Feb. 19
7:30 AM
Wednesday Feb. 20
7:30 AM
Thursday
Feb. 21
7:30 AM
Friday
Feb. 22
7:30 AM
Saturday
Feb. 23
4:00 PM
Sunday
Feb. 24
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM

Karen Landolfi
People of the Parish and Visitors
Mary Bulley
Janet Kadyszewski
Anne O’Dwyer
John Sakowski
Marchlik/Waksmundski Family
Emma O’Donnell
Patrick Clark
Allen Romano, 4th Anniv.
Jack & Ray Kane
People of the Parish and Visitors
Dennis Burns

Sometimes you’re sick, or out of town, or go to Sunday
Mass with a family member who lives in another parish.
This is why we repeat stories for two or three weeks...we
want to be sure all of our parishioners get the parish news!
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Pagano Funeral Home
3711 FOULK ROAD • GARNET VALLEY, PA 19060
ACROSS FROM BOOTH’S CORNER FARMERS MARKET

610-485-6200

On Site
Crematory

Peter B. Pagano Jr., Owner/Supervisor

CAR-MIRA’S DELI

Party Trays for All Occasions
Cold Cuts - Hoagies
Open 7 Days
3240 Chichester Avenue

610-494-9799

www.carmirasdeli.com

DAVE ARTMONT

General Contractor
Restoration

Kaniefski Kendus D’Anjolell Marcus Hook Florists
Memorial Home
& Gifts Inc.
9896 Bustleton Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19115

Independent Living | Personal Care
Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

(610) 494-8948
2328 Chichester Avenue • Upper Chichester

938 Market Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061

Badell’sCollision
Commitment to Excellence

Expert Collision Repair • We Accept All Insurance Claims
ASTON

“We Meet by Accident”

610-485-4411

238 Belmont Avenue, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

GENERAL REPAIR / MAINTENANCE
STATE & EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS

485-3281 • 485-3000

DE Licensed Funeral Director on Staff

484-571-6488

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Full Service Florist • Since 1952

3900 W. 9TH STREET • TRAINER

1-844-640-4200
PaulsRun.org/living

dartmont302@gmail.com
dartmont302.wix.com/carpenter
Boothwyn, PA
LICENSED & INSURED

M-F 7-5

610-494-6220

Serving the tri-state area since 1918
JOHN BURSDALL Supervisor

1-877-504-8003
TheHearthAtDrexel.org/living

MALVERN

610-296-8445

Philip P. Fusco Agent
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®
610-485-1161

Lisa Montello Chlebek
office 302-888-1234
cell 610-357-8844
Lisa@LevyWilson.com
Licensed in DE, PA & NJ

Assisted Living | Memory Care
Respite Care | Home Care

3801 Kennett Pike
Ste D200
Greenville, DE 19807

3109 Chichester Avenue, Boothwyn
phil.fusco.bvim@statefarm.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

1459 Market Street, Linwood

610-485-2425
Edward J. Ward, Supervisor

•

Christian Oakes, Business Manager
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