
 

Parish Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Robert B. McDermott (ext. 3)

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Daniel Bingnear

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Francis X. Devlin, O.S.A.

Business Manager: Mr. Daniel Kinnik (ext. 4)

Director of Religious Education & Music Ministry:�

  Mrs. Kathleen Aaronson (ext. 5)�

PREP Secretary: Mrs. Patricia Donnelly (ext. 8)�

Parish Admin. Assistant: Mrs. Regina Robinson �(ext. 6)

Communications Secretary: Mrs. Renee Devine (ext. 2)�

Maintenance:  Bill Casey (ext. 7)�

�

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. John Sibel�

Mass Schedule 

SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:00 PM �

SUNDAY:  8:00, 9:30, 11:30 AM�

WEEKDAYS (Chapel): Monday � Friday, 7:30 AM �

HOLY DAYS: Vigil � 7:00 PM; 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

HOLIDAYS: 9:00 AM�

CONFESSION: Sat. 3:00 � 3:45 PM or by appointment�

Business Office Hours 

Monday � Thursday: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM �

Friday: 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM �

Saturday: 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM�

Sunday: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM�

(Office closed weekdays from 12:00�1:00pm for lunch)�

4225 CHICHESTER AVENUE • BOOTHWYN, PA 19061�

�

Website: stjohnfisherchurch.com      Facebook: Saint John Fisher       Phone: (610) 485�0441      E�mail: contact@sjf71.org�

SAINT JOHN FISHER CHURCH  

April 5, 2020 

PALM SUNDAY –THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 
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TODAY IS SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 

PALM SUNDAY, THE PAS-

SION OF OUR LORD. The 

Gospel is Matthew 26:14�27.�

�

 � Human beings are united in 

their suffering. When we find 

ourselves in a painful moment, 

our first reaction is “why me?” as if we are the only person 

on earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going 

through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us wallow-

ing in the mire of self�pity and never seizing opportunities 

or graces. Jesus walked in solidarity with every human be-

ing in the experience of suffering. He knew what was com-

ing, and in His weakest moment, hesitated. Yet, he trusted 

in the Father, and was obedient unto death.  Trying to 

avoid suffering is an illusion that limits us.�

� There are living witnesses among us showing how cour-

age and determination can overcome any degree of hard-

ship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of 

their lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: 

opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before 

us as the prime example of endurance and perseverance. 

He is the One who showed humility through both the tri-

umphs of life (by learning to be humble) and the tragedies 

and injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To secular 

ears, this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with 

the eyes of faith, they are pearls of great value.�

� True humility tempers the temptation we have to become 

complacent and prevents an excessive relishing of life’s 

successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us 

faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the 

courage to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, 

betrayal, or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering 

to be taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and 

somewhere in the seemingly opposing experiences life can 

deal us, God is present with His reassuring, compassion-

ate, empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who 

we are and who God is, we must take up the cross of suf-

fering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently 

senseless thing to do.�

� Our soul can understand these things through faith, but 

our minds falter and continue to seek  secular ideas and 

solutions to pain and hardship. We need to do all we can to 

eliminate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible. 

Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, 

homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole host of oth-

er sins all result in suffering that is within our control. Then, 

when we face the uncontrollable kind of suffering or find 

ourselves the victim of injustice, what do we do?�

� "Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; 

for I am God, and there is no other.” Isaiah 45:22�

LIVE STREAMING MASS COMES TO ST. JOHN FISHER�

�

Father McDermott will be celebrating Masses during Holy 

Week privately, but invites you to join him on your comput-

er, I�Pad or other mobile device.  �

�

Holy Week observations will be live streamed from the 

Church to our parish website:�

� stjohnfisherchurch.com�

Simply log onto the website, and click the “Live Stream” 

icon on the home page.  �

�

If you follow St. John Fisher on facebook, you can watch 

Mass there, as well.�

�

The live stream schedule for Holy Week:�

�

SATURDAY VIGIL, APRIL 4�� � � � 4:00PM�

�   Rebroadcast Sunday�� � � � � � 8:00, 9:30 &11:30AM�

�

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 9 � � � � 7:00PM�

�

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10�� � � � � 3:00PM�

�

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12� � � � 8:00AM�

     Rebroadcast at �� � � � � � � � � 9:30 & 11:30AM�

�

The Church will be open for private prayer during Holy 

Week.  Please use the recommended precautions:  follow 

social distancing guidelines and sit six feet away from oth-

ers.  Please wipe down the pew before and after use.  �

�

The church will be open:�

�

PALM SUNDAY from 8:00AM until 12:30PM�

�

GOOD FRIDAY from 12:00 noon until  2:45PM�

�

EASTER SUNDAY from 8:45AM until 12:30PM�

�

We encourage you to tune in and join your parish family in 

the observance of Holy Week and the celebration of our 

Lord’s Resurrection.  �

 

Blessed Palm and the weekly Bulletin 

will be available on April 5,  

in baskets in Church and outside  

between the Church and the Chapel 

from 8:00 am until 12:30 pm.  
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FINANCIAL OFFERING:�

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE�

�

� MARCH 23 was the first weekend that Mass was 

suspended due to the COVID 19 outbreak.  Totals for 

contributions made through on�line giving and the mail 

will appear in the bulletin as they become available. �

We appreciate every effort that you make to continue 

your faithful support of St. John Fisher Parish!�

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME (COAL) RAFFLE IS BACK!�

The Knights of Columbus Council 13710 is selling 

Chance of a Lifetime raffle tickets this year, begin-

ning March 14.  There are over 16 prizes, worth over 

$65,000, including a new car, Honda Scooters, vaca-

tions, and tech gear.  Winners can choose the cash 

equivalency for any prize.  This is a state�wide raffle, 

sold only in Pennsylvania, with the proceeds used for 

scholarships and grants to fund the Council’s charitable 

work.  Chances are $1 each or a book of 8 for $5.  Win-

ners will be drawn on April 30. Contact any member of 

the Knights of Columbus to purchase a ticket!    �

A PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Replace my tension with a holy relaxation. �

Replace my turbulence with a sacred calm.�

Replace my anxiety with a quiet confidence.�

Replace my fear with strong faith.�

Replace my bitterness with the sweetness of Grace.�

Replace my darkness with a gentle light.�

Replace my night with Your day.�

Replace my winter with Your spring.�

�

Straighten my crookedness.�

Fill my emptiness.�

Dull the edge of my pride.�

Sharpen the edge of my humility.�

Light the fires of my love.�

Quench the flames of my lust.�

Let me see myself as You see me, �

that I may see You as You have promised, �

and be fortunate according to Your word.  �

Blessed are the pure of heart, �

for they shall see God.�

WHERE TO WATCH MASS �

While the Church is closed, we en-

courage you to watch Mass at home., 

with us on the weekend, and daily with 

other parishes. A full list of televised or 

live�streamed online Masses can be 

found on our parish website. Just click 

and watch!�

 www.stjohnfisherchurchcom �

ANNUAL TEA �

After serious consideration and prayer, the committee 

for the Annual Tea held each year in May has cancelled 

the event this year.  The uncertainty of the coming 

weeks and the health and safety of 

those who attend, as well as those who 

serve that day, made the decision nec-

essary.  They plan to hold it again next 

year, and hope you will return in 2021!  �

RICE BOWL�

Have you remembered your Rice Bowl?  With all of the 

uncertainty in the past few weeks, it may have slipped 

your mind. Catholic Relief Services works around the 

world to end poverty disease, hunger, and injustice.  Even 

a modest donation through Rice Bowl will help families in 

developing countries who are also dealing with the COVID 

19 pandemic.  Maria Ana lives in Honduras.  She wants to 

help people by becoming a nurse. She lives in a small hut 

with her family and attends school where CRS provides 

food to feed the children.  Many eat just a bit, and take the 

left overs home to share with their family. Maria Ana 

knows she will need more education and training found 

outside of her community. Several times a week, she trav-

els two hours to the nearest city where she earns money 

cleaning homes. She is also very careful to save money 

and spend it only on what’s necessary. Maria Ana feels 

called to help people be healthy, especially children who 

suffer from malnutrition and lack of proper hygiene. “I want 

to help my family move forward,” she says. �

You can help by dropping off your Rice Bowl in the bins in 

Church, or by mailing a donation directly to the Parish 

Business Office, marked “Rice Bowl.”  Thank you!�



WEEKLY ACTIVITIES�

ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE: Wednesdays at 7:15pm in 

Church �

YOUTH CHOIR PRACTICE: Sundays at 10:35 � 11:10am 

in Church�

CONTEMPORARY CHOIR: Every other Tuesday 

evening at 7:00pm �

RESURRECTION CHOIR: Sings for funeral Masses. No 

rehearsals.�

MEN’S GATHERING: Mondays at 7:00pm; meetings are 

held in the Meeting Room in the Church.  �

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 

Mondays after the 7:30am Mass until noon in the Chapel. 

Benediction follows at noon.�

THE ROSARY AND DIVINE MERCY: Daily after the 

7:30am Mass �

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

(R.C.I.A.): Wednesday at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. �

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Items  due by noon on Tuesday. 

Email them to ReneeDevine@sjf71.org �

MONTHLY ACTIVITIES�

PARISH COUNCIL: Meets on the first Thursday of the 

month �

FINANCE COUNCIL: Meets on the second Tuesday of 

the month�

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: Meets every other Monday at 

7:00pm in the Parish Center; Spring study begins Jan. 20.   �

ST. JOHN’S ON THE HILL SENIORS: Second and 

fourth Thursdays at 12:30pm in the Church Hall�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HOLY SAVIOUR COUNCIL 

13710: Officers’ Meeting, 1

st

 Monday of the month at 

7:00pm; General membership meeting, 3

rd

 Thursday of the 

month at 7:00pm. Meetings held at Immaculate Conception 

in the Hall. Contact Joe DiMarco, Grand Knight, at 302�218

�5261 for information. �
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The Sanctuary Candle burns this 

week in memory of  

LOIS FIORE 

on the first anniversary of her death, 

through the generosity of 

Gerri O’Brien 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Celebrated on the First, 

Second and Fourth Sundays of each month at 12:45pm. 

Pre�Jordan baptismal instruction is held on the Third Sun-

day at 12:45pm. Please call or visit the Parish Office to 

arrange baptisms.�

�

  SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Saturdays,            

3:00 � 3:45pm; other times by appointment.�

�

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: One party must be a 

registered member of Saint John Fisher Parish. Couples 

must make arrangements with the Pastor at least six 

months prior to the intended date. Weddings can be held 

at Saint John Fisher or at Immaculate Conception Church.  

Couples are required to attend the Archdiocesan Sacra-

mental Preparation Program for Marriage (four sessions) 

or a Pre�Cana program.  �

�

PARISH REGISTRATION: We welcome new members to 

Saint John Fisher! If you are new to our parish, please 

call or visit the Parish Office to register.�

�

LETTERS OF ELIGIBILITY: If you need a Letter of Eligi-

bility from Saint John Fisher Parish to be a sponsor for 

Baptism or Confirmation, you must be �

� � a registered member of the parish, �

� � at least 16 years of age, �

� � a practicing Catholic (have received the Sacraments �

�   and attend Mass regularly). �

  � If married, you must be in a ‘valid’ marriage. �

The pastor is unable to sign a letter unless you meet 

these requirements. To request a letter, please speak 

with Father McDermott after any Mass or call the Parish 

Office at 610�485�0441, ext. 2.�

�

PARISH ON�LINE GIVING:  Visit the parish website, 

www.stjohnfisherchurch.com and click on the We Share 

icon to sign up for the electronic giving program.�

�

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP): 

The PREP program provides religious education for public 

school children from September through May. Please call 

the PREP office at 610�485�0441, ext. 5, for more infor-

mation and to register.�

�

HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL: 

Grades Pre�K through Eight:  St. John Fisher parishioners 

support Holy Family Regional Catholic School.  Children 

from the parish who enroll there receive the supporting 

parish tuition rate.  �

Charles Hughes, Principal �

Kristy Cobb, Business Manager   610�494�0147�

3265 Concord Road, Aston, PA   �

www.holyfamilyaston.org�

Now is an excellent time to try Relavant Radio! This radio 

station, 640AM in Philadelphia, airs Catholic programming, 

conversation, humor, and prayer with a Catholic perspec-

tive. Live Mass is at  1:00PM Eastern . Give it a try!  �

HOW TO SIGN UP FOR ON LINE GIVING WITH �

WE SHARE�

�� Go to www.stjohnfisherchurch.com.  �

�� Scroll to the very bottom of the home page and click 

the button for “Give Online with WESHARE.” �

�� A new, secure page will open.  Scroll down to “Sunday 

Collection”.�

�� Click the “Make a Donation” button.  �

�� You have a choice between “Recurring” and “One 

Time” donations...click the button you want.�

�� A new page will open where you can fill in the amount 

of your offering and choose they way you wish to pay.�

We Share is a secure method of supporting our parish.  

You can control the amount and when the transaction is 

made.  As always, we are thankful for your generous and 

continued support of the parish.     �







Are you on Facebook?  We are!  Find us at “Saint John 

Fisher.” ‘Like’ us so we regularly appear in your news feed 

and share our posts with your friends!  �

M��� I�����	
���

Saturday� Apr.4�

� 4:00 PM� Helen Broomall�

Sunday� Apr. 5� �

� 8:00 AM� Robert Nugent�

� 9:30 AM� Esther P. Oleary�

� 11:30 AM� People of the Parish & Visitors�

Monday� Apr. 6�

� 7:30 AM� Lois Isabel Dougherty�

Tuesday      � Apr. 7�

� 7:30 AM� Mary Castellano�

Wednesday � Apr. 8�

� 7:30 AM� Robert Schweizer�

Thursday�  Apr. 9�

� 7:00 PM� Lord’s Supper *�

Friday� Apr. 10� �

� 3:00 PM� Passion of Our Lord *�

Saturday� Apr. 11� �

� 4:00 PM� Easter Vigil �

Sunday� Apr. 12 � �

� 8:00 AM� �

� 9:30 AM� Resurrection of Our Lord*�

� 11:30 AM� �

*These services will be live streamed on the website.�
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Jeanne Brown, Tom McDonald, Frank Taylor, Fred Neeson, 

Julie Cavacchio, Frank English, Mary Lou Barile, Michael 

Goodnight, Hugh Casey, Cora Sitaras, Julie Milligan, Caroline 

Henry, Gail McCafferty, JoAnn Bezold, Rev. Greg Hickey, 

Christine Smith, Roseanne Cash, Anthony Valente, Linda 

Johnston, Hazel Neary, Ralph Nather, Norman Falkowski, Jr., 

, Deborah Knight, Diane Kelly, Baby Robert Sitaras, Ruth 

Jobe, Ruth Ann Moffett, Chip Natrin, Connie Carney, Billie 

Hobdell, Gloria Patterson, John Grady, Bryan Snyder, Rose 

Liott, Betty Ann Deshullo, Ann Walley,  Gladys Kinsler, Frank 

Breitmayer, Mary Giambri, Velia Brill, Peg Camero, Brian 

Allison, Pasquale Mignogna, Rob Busch, Judy & Jerry 

Frezetti, Paula Davis,  Pat Oakes, Hank Granville, Colleen 

Hughes, John Rossi, May Graves, Amy Calcagno, Susan 

Curl, Marie Barker, Veronica & Joe Egan, Helen Brogley, Judy 

Giovan, Kevin Neary, Tom O’Leary, Nancy Finn, Barbara 

Rogers  PRAYERS FOR THE INFIRM: To add a name to the 

prayer list, please contact Renee Devine at 610�485�0441, 

ext. 2.  People remain on our prayer list for 30 days, except for 

those with long�term medical issues. If you wish to add a 

person again, after 30 days, please contact the office. �
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MONSIGNOR CHARLES McGROARTY�

�

“Come me to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy �

burdens, and I will give you rest.”  
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Marcus Hook Florists 
& Gifts Inc.

Full Service Florist  •  Since 1952
485-3281 • 485-3000

938 Market Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 FOULK ROAD • GARNET VALLEY, PA 19060

ACROSS FROM BOOTH’S CORNER FARMERS MARKET
610-485-6200

Peter B. Pagano Jr., Owner/Supervisor

On Site 
Crematory

CAR-MIRA’S DELI
Party Trays for All Occasions

Cold Cuts - Hoagies
Open 7 Days

3240 Chichester Avenue
610-494-9799

www.carmirasdeli.com

Kaniefski Kendus D’Anjolell 
Memorial Home

610-494-6220
Serving the tri-state area since 1918

JOHN BURSDALL Supervisor
3900 W. 9TH STREET • TRAINER
DE Licensed Funeral Director on Staff

Expert Collision Repair  •  We Accept All Insurance Claims
“We Meet by Accident”ASTON

610-485-4411
MALVERN

610-296-8445

Commitment to Excellence

Badell’sCollision

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
GENERAL REPAIR / MAINTENANCE
STATE & EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS

(610) 494-8948
2328 Chichester Avenue • Upper Chichester

M-F 7-5

Philip P. Fusco Agent 
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

610-485-1161

3109 Chichester Avenue, Boothwyn
phil.fusco.bvim@statefarm.com

www.sagedinerPA.com
440 Chichester Avenue • Boothwyn

610-364-7900
OPEN  

24 HOURS

Contact Lisa Cremia to place an ad today! 
lcremia@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6636 


