
Parish Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Robert B. McDermott (ext. 3)

Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Daniel Bingnear

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Francis X. Devlin, O.S.A.

Business Manager: Mr. Daniel Kinnik (ext. 4)

Director of Religious Education & Music Ministry:�

  Mrs. Kathleen Aaronson (ext. 5)�

PREP Secretary: Mrs. Patricia Donnelly (ext. 8)�

Parish Admin. Assistant: Mrs. Regina Robinson �(ext. 6)

Communications Secretary: Mrs. Renee Devine (ext. 2)�

Maintenance:  Bill Casey (ext. 7)�

�

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. John Sibel�

Mass Schedule 

SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:00 PM �

SUNDAY:  8:00, 9:30, 11:30 AM�

WEEKDAYS (Chapel): Monday � Friday, 7:30 AM �

HOLY DAYS: Vigil � 7:00 PM; 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

HOLIDAYS: 9:00 AM�

CONFESSION: Sat. 3:00 � 3:45 PM or by appointment�

Business Office Hours 

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, the office hours have �

been changed to �

Monday � Wednesday 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM �

At other times, please call and leave a message and some-

one will return your call as soon as possible.  �

4225 CHICHESTER AVENUE • BOOTHWYN, PA 19061�

�

Website: stjohnfisherchurch.com      Facebook: Saint John Fisher       Phone: (610) 485�0441      E�mail: contact@sjf71.org�
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TWO MONTHS LATER…�

St. John Fisher Parish is still here, trying our best to provide 

for the spiritual and physical needs of our parish family.  Early 

on, the Parish team developed an Action Plan for the COVID 

19 epidemic.  We had to make a few adjustment for safety 

reasons, but wanted to remind you that we are here to serve 

you. Until the state and the Archdiocese makes a determina-

tion as to when public activities can resume, here is what is 

available to you at the parish.  �

�� There can be no public Sunday or daily Masses, but 

you can view the Sunday Vigil Mass.  Father McDer-

mott will celebrate Mass on Saturdays at 4:00pm, which 

can be viewed live on the parish facebook page, or by 

clicking on the link found on the home page of the on the 

parish website. Father continues to privately offer daily 

Mass for the intentions listed in the Mass book.  Father 

Devlin offers Mass privately for the Sunday intentions.  �

�� The Church will be open for prayer on Sundays from 

8am until 12:30pm.  Please follow 

safety guidelines: stay at home if you 

are ill, wear a mask, use the provided 

hand sanitizer when you enter church, 

wipe the hard surfaces of the pew 

before and after you sit down, and please sit six feet from 

the nearest person while you are in Church.�

�� The Chapel will be open for prayer between 8:30am�

noon, on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  Please 

enter through the Parish Center. The safety recommen-

dations also apply to Chapel visits.�

�� Funeral Masses will be held as needed, but there will 

be no viewings held in the Church, no eulogies at Church, 

and we will follow the CDC guidelines limiting no more 

than 10 people at a public event. Music will be provided. 

Livestreaming the funeral Mass is an option.�

�� Baptisms can be performed if scheduled in advance, 

with only one family per ceremony.  We will follow the 

CDC guidelines limiting no more than 10 people at a pub-

lic event.  �

�� Confessions will be heard by appointment. Please 

call the Parish Office and leave a message for Father. �

�� A Priest will always be available for a visit to adminis-

ter the Last Rites and Viaticum to those in danger of 

death.  �

�� Holy Communion for the homebound and Eucharistic 

visits to the hospital are suspended. �

�� The Parish Business Office will be open during the 

week from 8:30am until noon, Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday only.  The Office will be closed on weekends. �

�� If you are wish to donate food, or are  making meals for 

Aid For Friends, you may drop off during Business 

Office hours.  �

  �

The parish website, stjohnfisherchurch.com  is the primary 

means of communication with you, and will be updated  regu-

larly.  A small number of weekly bulletins are available in the 

church on Sunday and in the Parish Center. You can also 

read the bulletin on our website � it is found at the bottom of 

the home page. If you wish to have the bulletin delivered to 

your email inbox, please sign up at www.parishesonline.com.�

�

“I want to be very clear that the Catholic Church in Philadelph-

ia is not closing down. It is not disappearing and it will not 

abandon you. Time and again as our history has proven the 

Church has risen to meet great challenges and provide a bea-

con of hope and light.” � � Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez �

TODAY IS MAY 24, THE 7TH SUN-

DAY OF EASTER.  THE GOSPEL 

READING IS JOHN 17:1�11.�

What does faith and religion do for 

us? Ultimately, they remind us of 

some truths we conveniently forget:  

we are created by a loving God, we 

have imperfections, we sin, we need to be forgiven, we 

have a mission and a purpose, it’s not just about us, and 

we hunger for the joy of salvation. These are human truths 

that are not dependent upon whether we like them. Ignoring 

them places us on the paths of comfort and satisfaction as 

we blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of our 

empty lives. Instead of pursuing supernatural and lasting 

pleasure, we choose things that are easier and quicker to 

obtain: wealth, travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity, self�

achievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and the 

like.  �

� � We may also find ourselves falling victim to more nega-

tive responses to what life brings us: anger, envy, lust, 

pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts can be-

come so hardened to the truth that violence becomes the 

response of first choice. Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as 

Pope Francis reminds us, the Church needs to be a field 

hospital that has to be prepared to provide people with the 

remedy they need. What we need is Jesus Christ. The 

Church, with all of the glory of the sacraments, exists to 

help make Christ present and real for us. Once we find 

Christ, we find joy. Joy is a matter of the heart, found only 

in Christ.  �

� � Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, 

then we will discover eternal life. Namely, “that they should 

know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, 

Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and 

pursue illusions immediately within our grasp, but at what 

price? A man celebrating 60 years of marriage remarked 

that it took so much effort and so many attempts to con-

vince his wife that they were meant to be together. Even his 

friends told him he was foolish. He easily could have given 

up and pursued other interests. He chose to persevere and 

is so grateful that he made that choice because he now has 

a relationship beyond value. Do we see a value in perse-

vering in our faith regardless of the cost? If we don’t take 

the risk, we could lose more than we know.�

OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH �

DEACON MATTHEW NWAFOR�

� The Diocese of Raleigh, North Carolina, 

has scheduled ordination for Deacon Mat-

thew Nwafor on Saturday, June 6, at Holy 

Name of Jesus Cathedral. �

� Deacon Nwafor attended St. Charles Bor-

romeo Seminary and served his pastoral 

education assignment at St. John Fisher Parish, where he 

spent time at Holy Family Regional School, leading bible 

study at the parish, and attending to the sick and elderly 

shut�ins. After graduation, he returned to his diocese and 

was ordained a Deacon last year.  �

� Due to the corona virus, the Diocese of Raleigh is uncer-

tain about the number of people who would be allowed to 

be present at the ordination, but Deacon Nwafor is asking 

for prayers of support on the day when he receives the Sac-

rament that propels him toward his priestly ministry.  God 

Bless Matthew as he answers the call to the priesthood!� �



� � 3�

FINANCIAL OFFERING:�

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE�

�

� � � MAY 10�

� � � Total:� � � � � � � � � � � � � � $ 10,732�� � � � � �

� � � Number� of Envelopes� � � � � �   177��

�

The totals that appeared last week were for May 3.  

Thank you for your continued support of the parish!�

EVERLASTING EASTER�

� � The Easter season is almost over. This season is al-

ways a tougher one for us Catholics. We get Advent and 

Lent: preparation. We are on board with Christmas, mainly 

because we like to keep up our decorations until someone 

tells us the exact day we must take them down. But Easter 

as a season is a bit more difficult to observe. The rest of 

the world has moved on. There are no Easter eggs left in 

store windows and all those religious movies on television 

have given way to reruns or season�ending episodes. It 

doesn’t feels like Easter anywhere … except in the Church.�

� � It should feel like Easter all year�round in 

the Church. Every Sunday, we celebrate a 

mini�Easter. Our Lord is ALIVE! He is risen 

and alive, and we need to celebrate. We 

also need to be about the work of the Lord. 

We are an Easter people who bear witness 

to his resurrection through our stewardship. 

If he had never risen, then we would be called to nothing by 

no one. But he lives! As this Easter season is drawing to a 

close, it is prudent to reflect on what his death and resur-

rection mean for each of us. How has it changed us? How 

does it motivate us? It doesn’t look like Easter in most cor-

ners of the world, so it is up to us to bring a little Easter to 

every place we go and to everyone we meet.�

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE AND PLAN TO DONATE!�

� � The American Red Cross Blood Drive at St. John Fish-

er is scheduled for Tuesday, June 30, from 2:00�7:00pm, 

in the Parish Center. The highest standards of safety and 

infection control, including social distancing and face cover-

ings for donors and staff, have been implemented to safe-

guard donors, volunteers and employees.�� �

� � There is a critical need for blood donations right now. 

Please save the date and plan to give. We are trying to 

meet a goal of 50 units  �

� � To sign up, you can go online to redcrossblood.org  

Click on “Donate” and a new widow will open.  Click on 

“Advance Search” and type in the zip code and select June 

30 as the date.  A window will open listing the drive at St. 

John Fisher where you can choose a time to donate. Vol-

unteers also will be calling those who previously donated to 

schedule an appointment.  Call Barbara Tarone, 610�485�

6067 if you have questions.   �

REGISTRATION FOR FALL 2020 PREP�

� � While we cannot see into the future, we can be pre-

pared for PREP to resume in the fall.  We are asking all 

returning and new families to fill out and return their regis-

tration paperwork for the 2020�21 school year as soon as 

possible, so we can formulate a plan for Sacramental prep-

aration and the Catholic education of your children.  PREP 

may operate or look different this Fall, but early registration 

by June 30 allows us to pay for the equipment and sup-

plies. �

� All returning PREP families were given re�registration 

forms for the Fall 2020�Spring 2021 PREP school year.  

Parents of incoming 3� through 6�year�olds in the parish 

have received registration forms by mail.  If you are new to 

the parish and your child has never attended PREP at St. 

John Fisher, please call the PREP office (610�485�0441, 

ext. 5) and leave a message and someone will return your 

call.  Registration paperwork also can be found on the par-

ish website, stjohnfisherchurch.com, under the Education 

tab, if you need to print another  copy.  �

� Thank you for your cooperation!  We will keep you 

posted as to when classes will begin as that decision is 

made.      �

CONGRATULATIONS,  FATHER McDERMOTT!�

With appreciation for 

your 30 years of ser-

vice  as a priest to the 

faithful of the Archdio-

cese of Philadelphia, 

especially  at St. John 

Fisher  Parish..  �

God bless you !�



Are you on Facebook?  We are!  Find us at 

“Saint John Fisher.” ‘Like’ us so we regularly 

appear in your news feed and share our posts 

with your friends!  �
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Celebrated on the First, 

Second and Fourth Sundays of each month at 12:45pm. 

Pre�Jordan baptismal instruction is held on the Third Sun-

day at 12:45pm. Please call or visit the Parish Office to 

arrange baptisms.�

�

  SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Saturdays,            

3:00 � 3:45pm; other times by appointment.�

�

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: One party must be a 

registered member of Saint John Fisher Parish. Couples 

must make arrangements with the Pastor at least six 

months prior to the intended date. Weddings can be held 

at Saint John Fisher or at Immaculate Conception Church.  

Couples are required to attend the Archdiocesan Sacra-

mental Preparation Program for Marriage (four sessions) 

or a Pre�Cana program.  �

�

PARISH REGISTRATION: We welcome new members to 

Saint John Fisher! If you are new to our parish, please 

call or visit the Parish Office to register.�

�

LETTERS OF ELIGIBILITY: If you need a Letter of Eligi-

bility from Saint John Fisher Parish to be a sponsor for 

Baptism or Confirmation, you must be �

� � a registered member of the parish, �

� � at least 16 years of age, �

� � a practicing Catholic (have received the Sacraments �

�   and attend Mass regularly). �

  � If married, you must be in a ‘valid’ marriage. �

The pastor is unable to sign a letter unless you meet 

these requirements. To request a letter, please speak 

with Father McDermott after any Mass or call the Parish 

Office at 610�485�0441, ext. 2.�

�

PARISH ON�LINE GIVING:  Visit the parish website, 

www.stjohnfisherchurch.com and click on the We Share 

icon to sign up for the electronic giving program.�

�

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP): 

The PREP program provides religious education for public 

school children from September through May. Please call 

the PREP office at 610�485�0441, ext. 5, for more infor-

mation and to register.�

�

HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL: 

Grades Pre�K through Eight:  St. John Fisher parishioners 

support Holy Family Regional Catholic School.  Children 

from the parish who enroll there receive the supporting 

parish tuition rate.  �

Charles Hughes, Principal �

Kristy Cobb, Business Manager   610�494�0147�

3265 Concord Road, Aston, PA   �

www.holyfamilyaston.org�

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS�

(living through a quarantine)�

�

I.  Thou Shalt Not Worship False Gods�

� Empty yourself of the false �

� security of might, wealth, and allure of  

glamor to turn to the true God who loves us 

perfectly, completely, and eternally.�

II.  Keep Holy the Lord’s Name�

� Don’t curse God or feel sorry for your-

self.� Rather, pray and place your fears �

� before God.�

III.  Keep Holy the Sabbath�

� Holiness is putting God and others first. Pray 

at home with Mass on TV or a website and 

making Spiritual Communion.�

IV.  Honor Your Father and Mother�

� Bring them food and needed supplies, phone 

calls, and love, but keep the virus away from 

them.�

V.  You Shall Not Kill�

� Think of others first.� Don’t risk the health of 

others.� Practice social distancing, wear a 

mask in public, wipe surfaces with sanitiz-

ers.�

VI.  You Shall Not Commit Adultery�

� Isolation is not a prison sentence but a time 

for renewal of vocations and commitments 

to each other.�

VII. You Shall Not Steal�

� These days of sacrifice test us not to take  

advantage of others during a crisis.�

VIII. You Shall Not Bear False Witness�

� Lift others up with the truth about God’s 

Love.� Give a good example and teach chil-

dren what is important and why to sacrifice 

for others and the Lord.�

IX. You Shall Not Covet Your Neighbor’s Wife�

� You may find yourself quarantined on the 

couch for many months.�

X.  You Shall Not Covet Your Neighbor’s Goods�

� Live simply, don’t hoard to excess while  

others do without.�

All weekly and monthly activities and meetings held at 

St. John Fisher Parish have been suspended until fur-

ther notice due to the COVID�19 pandemic.  Thank you 

for your understanding and patience!�

IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO SERVED�

While many see it at the un�official start of 

the summer season, Memorial Day is a sol-

emn remembrance for those who served in 

the U.S. Military and lost their lives in de-

fense of our freedoms.  Please pause this 

weekend to pray for those brave men and 

women, both living and deceased.  Honor 

their sacrifice. The Memorial Day Mass will 

be offered privately and will not be live�

streamed.�
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Saturday� May 23�

� 4:00 PM� Dominic Branca�

Sunday� May 24� �

� 8:00 AM� People of the Parish & Visitors�

� 9:30 AM� Sgt. William Bonner�

� 11:30 AM� Dorothy O’Connor�

Monday� May 25�

� 9:00 AM� S.Sgt. Joseph M. Kane�

Tuesday      �May 26�

� 7:30 AM� George J. Ershaw�

Wednesday �May 27�

� 7:30 AM� Frank Daly�

Thursday�     May 28�

� 7:30AM� Wayne Cianci, Jr. �

Friday� May 29� �

� 7:30 AM� Edna Friday�

Saturday� May 30� �

� 4:00 PM� Joseph Szwajowski�

Sunday� May 31� �

� 8:00 AM� Kellie Anne Friday�

� 9:30 AM� People of the Parish & Visitors�

� 11:30 AM� Josephine & Neil McGee�

� �   5�
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Parker Millison, Bill Achuff, Jeanne Brown, Tom McDonald, 

Gail McCafferty, JoAnn Bezold, Rev. Greg Hickey, Linda 

Johnston, Hazel Neary, Frank Taylor, Norman Falkowski, Jr., 

Diane Kelly, Ruth Jobe, Ruth Ann Moffett, Chip Natrin, Connie 

Carney, Billie Hobdell, Gloria Patterson, John Grady, Bryan 

Snyder, Rose Liott, Betty Ann Deshullo, Ann Walley,  Gladys 

Kinsler, Frank Breitmayer, Mary Giambri, Velia Brill, Peg 

Camero, Brian Allison, Pasquale Mignogna, Rob Busch, Judy 

& Jerry Frezetti, Paula Davis,  Pat Oakes, Hank Granville, 

Colleen Hughes, John Rossi, May Graves, Amy Calcagno, 

Susan Curl, Marie Barker, Veronica & Joe Egan, Helen 

Brogley, Judy Giovan, Kevin Neary, Tom O’Leary, Nancy 

Finn, Barbara Rogers�

Please support our advertisers! 
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HAROLD BRUCE MARTIN�

DOROTHY PERSING�

CHARLES SIEMINSKI�

�

“Come me to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy �

burdens, and I will give you rest.”  

PRAYERS FOR THE INFIRM: To add a name to the prayer list, 

please email Renee Devine@SJF71.org  People remain on our 

prayer list for 30 days, except for those with long�term medical 

issues. If you wish to add a person again, after 30 days, please 

contact the office. �
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Marcus Hook Florists 
& Gifts Inc.

Full Service Florist  •  Since 1952
485-3281 • 485-3000

938 Market Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 FOULK ROAD • GARNET VALLEY, PA 19060

ACROSS FROM BOOTH’S CORNER FARMERS MARKET
610-485-6200

Peter B. Pagano Jr., Owner/Supervisor

On Site 
Crematory

CAR-MIRA’S DELI
Party Trays for All Occasions

Cold Cuts - Hoagies
Open 7 Days

3240 Chichester Avenue
610-494-9799

www.carmirasdeli.com

Kaniefski Kendus D’Anjolell 
Memorial Home

610-494-6220
Serving the tri-state area since 1918

JOHN BURSDALL Supervisor
3900 W. 9TH STREET • TRAINER
DE Licensed Funeral Director on Staff

Expert Collision Repair  •  We Accept All Insurance Claims
“We Meet by Accident”ASTON

610-485-4411
MALVERN

610-296-8445

Commitment to Excellence

Badell’sCollision

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
GENERAL REPAIR / MAINTENANCE
STATE & EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS

(610) 494-8948
2328 Chichester Avenue • Upper Chichester

M-F 7-5

Philip P. Fusco Agent 
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

610-485-1161

3109 Chichester Avenue, Boothwyn
phil.fusco.bvim@statefarm.com

www.sagedinerPA.com
440 Chichester Avenue • Boothwyn

610-364-7900
OPEN  

24 HOURS

Contact Lisa Cremia to place an ad today! 
lcremia@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6636 


