
Parish Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Robert B. McDermott (ext. 3)
Permanent Deacon: Rev. Mr. Daniel Bingnear
Weekend Assistant: Rev. Francis X. Devlin, O.S.A.
Business Manager: Mr. Daniel Kinnik (ext. 4)
Director of Religious Education & Music Ministry: 
  Mrs. Kathleen Aaronson (ext. 5) 
PREP Secretary: Mrs. Patricia Donnelly (ext. 8) 
Parish Admin. Assistant: Mrs. Regina Robinson  (ext. 6)
Communications Secretary: Mrs. Renee Devine (ext. 2) 
Maintenance:  Bill Casey (ext. 7) 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. John Sibel 

Mass Schedule 
SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:00 PM  
SUNDAY:  8:00, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
WEEKDAYS (Chapel): Monday - Friday, 7:30 AM  
HOLY DAYS: Vigil - 7:00 PM; 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 
HOLIDAYS: 9:00 AM 
CONFESSION: Sat. 3:00 - 3:45 PM or by appointment 

Business Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
Closed weekdays for lunch between Noon and 1:00 PM 

Saturday 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Sunday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  

4225 CHICHESTER AVENUE • BOOTHWYN, PA 19061 
 

Website: stjohnfisherchurch.com      Facebook: Saint John Fisher       Phone: (610) 485-0441      E-mail: contact@sjf71.org 
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TODAY IS JANUARY 3, 
2021, The Epiphany of the 
Lord. The Gospel is Mat-
thew 2:2.    
  “Where is that thing?” mum-
bled Bob as he searched franti-

cally on his desk for the current electric bill. “I know I put it 
right on top of these papers this morning!” Growing in frus-
tration and bordering on anger, he pushes stuff around, 
moves books, and opines why simple tasks need to be so 
hard. Enter his wife, who calmly says, “Maybe it would help 
if you turned the light on, dear.” The desk light goes on and 
lo and behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob left it 
earlier. All it took was a little light! 
  We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are 
distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, appre-
hensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps we fail to do the 
obvious. We would rather live our lives with the dimmest of 
lights or even in total darkness. Why are we afraid to do 
something so that we can actually see? It might help us to 
find quicker and better answers to problems, the meaning 
of life, relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth.  
  “And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place 
where the child was.” The light has come into the world in 
the person of Jesus Christ! We no longer have to fumble in 
the darkness. We have been gifted with the illumination we 
need to see our way through things and find what we really 
are looking for. All these years later, however, so many are 
still reluctant to accept Him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, 
disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all 
of the above. Everyone has their own reason for not want-
ing to turn on the switch. 
  But there are so many answers to so many of our prob-
lems in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple birth teach-
es us about God’s tender relationship with humanity. It 
speaks to the expanse of God’s salvation across the globe, 
and the incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that are a 
part of our life moment to moment. It calls us to understand 
the design of world order God intended as found in the Be-
atitudes, the sacredness of every human life and all of cre-
ation, and the meaning of things we struggle with most, like 
suffering and death. God continues to manifest himself 
even now! Use the light to find what you are really looking 
for! 

2021 CALENDARS 
  The 2021 St. John Fisher wall calendars 
are available on the tables in the rear of 
church. Many thanks to the Ward Funeral 
Home for providing the calendars this year.  
Please take one for your home.   

 SAVE THE DATE AND PLAN TO DONATE! 
  The American Red Cross Blood Drive at St. 
John Fisher is scheduled for Monday, February 
1, from 2:00-7:00pm, in the Parish Center. 
There is a critical need for 
blood donations right now. 
And, those who were diag-
nosed and have recovered 
from COVID are encour-
aged to donate plasma to 
help others. We are trying 
to meet a goal of 50 units.  The highest stand-
ards of safety and infection control, including so-
cial distancing and face coverings for donors and 
staff, have been implemented to safeguard do-
nors, volunteers and employees.    
    To sign up, go to redcrossblood.org and  
click “Donate Blood,” then click “Manage my Do-
nation.” Click on “Schedule an Appointment” and 
enter 19061 as the zip code.   Scroll down until 
you see St. John Fisher on Feb. 1.  Tap on “See 
Times” and you can choose a time to donate. 
Volunteers also will be calling those who previ-
ously donated to schedule an appointment.  Call 
Barbara Tarone, 610-485-6067 if you have ques-
tions.    

WITH HUMBLE THANKS… 
   We are blessed to be a part of the St. John 
Fisher Parish Family.  This year has had many 
difficulties and challenges but the COVID pan-
demic has not dampened your steadfast faith and 
countless expressions of charity.  As clergy and 
religious, we are inspired in our vocation of ser-
vice and leadership by your witness in family life.  
We are grateful for your encouragement in per-
son on Sundays and warm comments on Face-
book as Mass is live-streamed. We received 
many warm expressions for a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year, and we want to thank you 
for your thoughtfulness.  Many thanks for the de-
licious cookies, wonderful treats, and other gifts 
of kindness during the Christmas season.  Many 
blessings in the New Year!   

 Fr. Robert McDermott 

 Fr. Francis Devlin, OSA 

 and Deacon Daniel Bingnear 
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FINANCIAL OFFERING: 
STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

   
DECEMBER 13: 
   Total              $   9,950 
   Number                 277 
         
Due to advance printing schedules, the totals for De-
cember 20, 27, and Christmas will appear in the January 
10 bulletin. 

 
 Your gift to the parish helps us continue our mission to 

bring the Good News of Christ to the community.  
Thank you for your dedicated support! 

Question: What does the Church say 
about suicide? 
 
Answer:  Unfortunately, despite the 
Church’s clear teachings in resources like 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and 
the United States Catholic Catechism for 

Adults, there are still many people who are confused 
about what the Church teaches regarding the tragic real-
ity of suicide. 
  While we hold that all life is sacred, we are also all-
too aware that psychological, emotional and even physi-
cal illness — as well as extreme anxiety, fear, and abuse 
— can lead individuals to take their own lives.  
  Speaking to this, the United States Catholic Cate-
chism for Adults reflects, “Although suicide is always ob-
jectively sinful, one should not despair of the eternal sal-
vation of persons who have taken their own lives. By 
ways known to Him alone, God can provide the oppor-
tunity for salutary repentance. The Church prays for per-
sons who have taken their own lives” (pg. 294). The text 
also states the reality of illness or other extreme influ-
ences can “diminish the responsibility of one committing 
suicide” (pg. 293). 
  Parishes and grief support groups should show spe-
cial care and concern for those families that have lost a 
loved one to suicide. And, communities should always 
try to be mindful of those who might be at risk of suicide 
or self-harm. 
  P lease know that help is available for those contem-
plating suicide, including the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline (1-800-273-8255). 

WEATHER AND SAFETY 
 ‘Tis the season...for freezing rain, sleet, snow and ice!  
Safety is the primary concern for our parishioners 
when coming to Mass or attending to busi-
ness on parish properties. Please stay in-
formed of the weather conditions and use 
common sense for travel.  We strive to 
keep the parish property safe with snow re-
moval and salting the walkways.   

A HOLIDAY THANK YOU FROM  
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 

13710 
The Holy Saviour Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 13710 wishes to extend its most sincere 

and heartfelt thanks to all parishioners and friends who 
so generously donated a variety of foods that helped 
make our Turkey and Fixin’s program an overwhelming 
success.  You almost doubled what was collected last 
year, and this permitted us to further expand our Christ-
mas giveaway to those less fortunate than us.  You did-
n’t stop with donations of food, but also included numer-
ous supermarket gift cards and cash contributions.  Bra-
vo to all of you!  Together, we made the  holidays hap-
pen to those in need. May God bless all of you!  

NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church has 
rented a motor coach to go to Washing-
ton, D.C. for the March for Life. Please 
join with fellow Catholics for this im-
portant event on Friday, January 29. A 
bus will leave St. Thomas immediately 
following the 8:00am Mass and return at 
approximately 8:00pm.  
 With the current political climate, this 
year’s March is more important than 
ever!  Please come support the dignity of  every human 
life.  To reserve a spot on the bus or for additional infor-
mation, please contact Teresa Santoleri at 302-345-7867. 

SNACK BAGS FOR HUNGRY CHILDREN 
PREP is kicking off 2020 with its “Snack Bags” service 
project. We are asking for your help in feeding hungry 
children by filling a brown lunch bag with some of the 

following:  a 100% juice 
bag/box, granola bar, 
cheese or peanut butter 
crackers, applesauce, 
raisins or fruit cup, or 
any other non-
perishable, healthy 
food. Drop in a paper 
napkin and a plastic 
spoon if you have them.  

We encourage you or your children to decorate the pa-
per bag, and include an upbeat note, funny joke, or 
message of inspiration.  This is a great family project!  It 
will run through February 2. Drop off Snack Bags in the 
Parish Center Hall in the designated bin. Thank you for 
helping feed hungry kids! 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER  MEMORIALS 
 
Thank you to the following parishioners 
for their contribution to purchase flow-
ers and greenery for the church this 
holiday season!   

 
DONATED BY:     IN HONOR OF: 
Patrick Mylett      Edward & Sadie Mylett, Mylett 
              & Hamilton Families 
Michelina Peters    Jean Peters 
Regina Tuzio       Andrew & Rose Tuzio 
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The Sanctuary Candle burns 

this week in memory of 

Maryann Campbell 

through the generosity of  

Edward Sulek 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Celebrated on the First, 
Second and Fourth Sundays of each month at 12:45pm. 
Pre-Jordan baptismal instruction is held on the Third Sun-
day at 12:45pm. Please call or visit the Parish Office to 
arrange baptisms. 

 
  SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Saturdays,            

3:00 - 3:45pm; other times by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: One party must be a 
registered member of Saint John Fisher Parish. Couples 
must make arrangements with the Pastor at least six 
months prior to the intended date. Weddings can be held 
at Saint John Fisher or at Immaculate Conception Church.  
Couples are required to attend the Archdiocesan Sacra-
mental Preparation Program for Marriage (four sessions) 
or a Pre-Cana program.   

 
PARISH REGISTRATION: We welcome new members to 
Saint John Fisher! If you are new to our parish, please 
call or visit the Parish Office to register. 
 

LETTERS OF ELIGIBILITY: If you need a Letter of Eligi-
bility from Saint John Fisher Parish to be a sponsor for 
Baptism or Confirmation, you must be  

  - a registered member of the parish,  
  - at least 16 years of age,  

  - a practicing Catholic (have received the Sacraments  
    and attend Mass regularly).  

  - If married, you must be in a ‘valid’ marriage.  
The pastor is unable to sign a letter unless you meet 
these requirements. To request a letter, please speak 
with Father McDermott after any Mass or call the Parish 
Office at 610-485-0441, ext. 2. 

 
PARISH ON-LINE GIVING: Visit the parish website, 
www.stjohnfisherchurch.com and click on the We Share 
icon to sign up for the electronic giving program. 
 
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP): 
The PREP program provides religious education for public 
school children from September through May. Please call 
the PREP office at 610-485-0441, ext. 5, for more infor-
mation and to register. 
 
HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL: 
Grades Pre-K through Eight:  St. John Fisher parishioners 
support Holy Family Regional Catholic School.  Children 
from the parish who enroll there receive the supporting 
parish tuition rate.   
Charles Hughes, Principal  
Kristy Cobb, Business Manager   610-494-0147 
3265 Concord Road, Aston, PA    
www.holyfamilyaston.org 

EVERY SUNDAY  
IS FOOD SUNDAY 

  Many families are facing 
economic hardship during the 
pandemic. The Parish contin-
ues to collect food each week. 
Please place your donations in 
the cabinets at the rear of the 

Church Hall. If the cabinets are full, you may place the 
items on the counter. During the week, please drop your  
donation on the cart in the Parish Center lobby. We accept 
unopened, shelf stable food and beverages that have not 
expired. 
  There is always a need for  cleaning supplies, laundry 
detergent, personal care products, feminine products, dia-
pers, toilet paper, tissues, and paper towels. Take ad-
vantage of a good sale and share the bounty! 
  Do you know someone in Upper Chichester who could 
use help? The food we collect supports the following pro-
grams:   
 St. Katherine Drexel Parish operates a food bank at 
Second and Norris Streets in Chester. Food is distributed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 noon until 2:00pm.  
First time visitors do not need to register, but for continuing 
help, clients must register in person.  (Contact 484-490-
5079.) 
 Cokesbury United Methodist Church opens the doors 
to its  Angel Food Pantry once a month, on the third 
Wednesday from 10:00am until noon.  The church is locat-
ed at 3307 Market Street in Marcus Hook. 
 Residents of Trainer  must register in advance to use the 
Trainer Borough Food Pantry at the Community Building, 
1002 Chestnut Street.  Distribution is every Friday from 
9:00am until 11:00am. Families and seniors are served on 
alternating Fridays. (Contact 610-848-8106.)   
 Food and personal hygiene products are dropped off at 
the Upper Chichester elementary, middle and high schools.   
The high school and the middle school social workers man-
age an on-site pantry for the students they serve. The are 
always in need of personal care and feminine products.   
 The children, families, and older adults that we support 
are some of the ‘least among us.’ Thank you for sharing 
your time, energy and resources to help care for them! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF  JANUARY 3, 2021 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Matthew 2:1-12 
Responsorial Psalm:  Lord, every nation on Earth will 
adore you.  
Monday: 1 John 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/
Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 John 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mark 
6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 John 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Mark 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 John 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 
[cf. 11]/Luke 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 John 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/
Luke 5:12-16 
Next Sunday: Is 55:1-11; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]; 1 
John 5:1-9; Mark 1:7-11 
Responsorial Psalm: You will draw water joyfully from 
the springs of salvation. 







Mass Intentions 
Saturday Jan 2 
 4:00 PM Anna Kravitz, 17th Anniv.  
Sunday Jan 3  
 8:00 AM People of the Parish & Visitors 
 9:30 AM Lorette Johns 
 11:30 AM Joe Kane 
Monday Jan 4 
 7:30 AM Lt. Kevin Custis  
Tuesday       Jan 5 
 7:30 AM Joe Kane 
Wednesday  Jan 6  
 7:30AM Betty Bingnear 
Thursday Jan 7 
 7:30 AM Walter D’Alessandris 
Friday Jan 8  
 7:30 AM George J. Ershaw    
Saturday Jan 9 
 4:00 PM Anna DiMarco 
Sunday Jan 10  
 8:00 AM Dolores Quinn 
 9:30 AM People of the Parish & Visitors 
 11:30 AM George E. Brill, Jr. 
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Please Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Kane, Tina and Ken Ferry, Father Gregg Hickey, 
Father Dennis Gill, Betty Wenger, Lorraine Karpinski, 
Donald Feeser, Nicholas Pilch, Frank English, Michael 
Goodnight, EllieMae McCreight, Michael McGovern, Gloria 
Williamson, Kim Cassano, Fred Neeson, Enzo Cardaroli, 
Sister Connie Davis, OSF, James Mack, Margaret Chaga, 
Cass Powers, Barbara Shahadi, Shawn Bedwell, Scott 
Moyer, Gail McCafferty, JoAnn Bezold, Linda Johnston, 
Hazel Neary, Frank Taylor, Norman Falkowski, Jr., Ruth 
Jobe, Ruth Ann Moffett, Connie Carney, Billie Hobdell, 
Gloria Patterson, John Grady, Bryan Snyder, Rose Liott, 
Betty Ann Deshullo, Ann Walley,  Gladys Kinsler, Frank 
Breitmayer, Mary Giambri, Velia Brill, Peg Camero, Brian 
Allison, Pasquale Mignogna, Rob Busch, Judy & Jerry 
Frezetti, Paula Davis,  Pat Oakes, Hank Granville, Colleen 
Hughes, John Rossi, May Graves, Amy Calcagno, Susan 
Curl, Marie Barker, Veronica & Joe Egan, Helen Brogley, 
Judy Giovan, Kevin Neary, Tom O’Leary, Nancy Finn, 
Barbara Rogers 

Do you feel like you are alone? Tune into Relevant Radio, 640 
AM, or on line at relevantradio.com.   Relevant Radio is creat-
ing a community of hope!  

May They Rest in  Peace 
THERESA MAGERA 

ANNE ERIKSEN 
TOM McDONALD, III 

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy  
burdens, and I will give you rest.”  
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Marcus Hook Florists 
& Gifts Inc.

Full Service Florist  •  Since 1952
485-3281 • 485-3000

938 Market Street, Marcus Hook, PA 19061

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 FOULK ROAD • GARNET VALLEY, PA 19060

ACROSS FROM BOOTH’S CORNER FARMERS MARKET
610-485-6200

Peter B. Pagano Jr., Owner/Supervisor

On Site 
Crematory

CAR-MIRA’S DELICAR-MIRA’S DELI
Party Trays for All OccasionsParty Trays for All Occasions

Cold Cuts - HoagiesCold Cuts - Hoagies
Open 7 DaysOpen 7 Days

3240 Chichester Avenue3240 Chichester Avenue
610-494-9799610-494-9799

www.carmirasdeli.comwww.carmirasdeli.com

Kaniefski Kendus D’Anjolell Kaniefski Kendus D’Anjolell 
Memorial HomeMemorial Home

610-494-6220
Serving the tri-state area since 1918

JOHN BURSDALL Supervisor
3900 W. 9TH STREET • TRAINER
DE Licensed Funeral Director on Staff

Expert Collision Repair  •  We Accept All Insurance Claims
“We Meet by Accident”ASTON

610-485-4411
MALVERN

610-296-8445

Commitment to Excellence

Badell’sBadell’sCollisionCollision

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
GENERAL REPAIR / MAINTENANCE
STATE & EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS

(610) 494-8948
2328 Chichester Avenue • Upper Chichester

M-F 7-5

Philip P. Fusco Agent 
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

610-485-1161

3109 Chichester Avenue, Boothwyn
phil.fusco.bvim@statefarm.com

www.sagedinerPA.com
440 Chichester Avenue • Boothwyn

610-364-7900
OPEN  

24 HOURS

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today! 
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453


