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Advent Tradions

What is Advent?
Learn About the Season of Advent
Meaning of Advent
The New Year in the Church begins with the season of Advent Ͷ a me to help us prepare for Christmas, when we
celebrate the fulﬁllment of our longing for the Savior with
the birth of Jesus.

So, what is Advent?It’s the season that lasts about four
weeks, beginning four Sundays before Christmas and ends
on Christmas Eve. The Church’s Christmas season begins
on Christmas Eve and lasts for twelve days. So, Advent is a
season of ancipaon that leads up to Christmas.

During this me, we observe a season of prayer, and reﬂecon Ͷ followed by ancipaon, hope and joy. Each
Sunday during Advent welight a candle on the Advent
wreath.

One of the primary tradions of Advent is the
lighng of the Advent wreath. Each candle lit represents an aspect of the spiritual preparaon for
the coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ. The circle of
branches of the wreath symbolize the eternal cycle
of the seasons while the evergreens and lighted
candles signify the persistence of life in the midst
of winter.

Another popular tradition of Advent is the Advent
Calendar. Although these calendars frequently follow the entire month of December instead of strictly adhering to the Advent season. Advent calendars
open up to mark each day and can contain anything
from prayers to candy depending on the calendar.
Advent Candles
The Advent wreath contains 4 candles. All of the
candles are purple except the third (which is
rose).The symbolic meanings of the candles can
vary but they are often:
1.Hope ²expectation of what is to come and
sometimes prophecy
2. Love ²sometimes called the Bethlehem Candle
3. Joy ²this rose candle is often called Mary’s
Candle
4. Peace ²it can often be called the Angel’s Candle 
Colors of Advent

History of Advent
Advent as a season has evolved throughout history. What
began as a liturgical season focused mainly on repentance
now embodies joyful preparaon for Christmas. Though
the precise beginning of the celebraon of Advent isn't
known, there are wrings from as early as the 5th century
that menon the season of Advent.

The color of Advent is purple. You’ll see purple
used quite o/en in banners around the church or
in the vestments of the clergy.

Pray With Us During Advent

Purple is used at Advent as it is at Lent to represent
the penitential nature of the season. In fact, Advent
used to be known as “little Lent.” The color is a
symbolic reminder for us to be preparing ourselves
for the coming of our Lord.

Take me for meditaon and reﬂecon each day of Advent by remembering to oﬀer God your gi/s of hear0elt
gratude and love.


The third Sunday during Advent is called Gaudete
Sunday. The word Gaudete means “rejoice.” On
that Sunday your priest may wear rose vestments.
This color is meant to remind us that Christmas is
drawing near. What is Advent? Put simply, Advent is

Together we await the birth of the Savior. May your faith

the season that leads up to Christmas. It’s a time we use to
pray and reflect in anticipation of the coming of our Lord and
the start of the Christmas Season.

Blessing of an Advent Wreath

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice
which has found its place in the Church as well as in
the home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes
place on the First Sunday of Advent or on the evening
before the First Sunday of Advent.
When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated
in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a
parent or another member of the family.

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.
Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 12 and 56) or
Isaiah 63 (lines 1617 & 19) or Isaiah 64 (lines 27) is
read:
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.
With hands joined, the leader says:
Lord our God,
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,
he is the Savior of every nation.
Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.
The blessing may conclude with a verse from
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:
O come, desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of humankind;
bid ev’ry sad division cease
and be thyself our Prince of peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.


About Advent Wreaths






Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of evergreen
branches into which four candles are
inserted, representing the four weeks of
Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple and one is rose, but white candles
can also be used.

The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle
is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose
vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is
the Sunday of rejoicing, because the
faithful have arrived at the midpoint of
Advent, when their preparation is now
half over and they are close to Christmas.

The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into
the world and the anticipation of his
second coming to judge the living and
the dead.


Faith
Moment Reflection



Sunday,



November 18th:

The imagery of today's gospel
is quite powerful. Jesus tells us 
there will be a time when the
sun will darken, the moon will
not shine, and stars will fall
from the sky. Then He tells us
when we see these things, the
glory and power of God will be
near. Jesus is teaching us that
the presence of God in our lives
never ends. When we experience darkness and feel like we
can't take it anymore, stop and
look closely. It is especially at
these times that God is
near. The scripture reading
from the Book of Mark also reminds us that we are called to
imitate God and be present to
those who may be experiencing
darkness. We may be the angel
that God sends to help ± to
comfort an ill friend, to visit
with a lonely neighbor, or support a family in need. God's
presence never ends. It is up to
us to share His light with one
another.




Sunday, November 25th:

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King. It's
an occasion when we honor
the kingship of Jesus Christ
and His benevolent leadership
over the eternal kingdom of
God. Jesus redefined the concept of leadership from that of
seeking to have others serve
us to that of seeking to serve
others, especially those in
need. The readings this week
help us understand Jesus’ example of servant leadership as
one who came to show God’s
love by helping others. In
other words, he led by serving. Try to remember Christ's
example in your own
roles...whether as a parent, a
teacher, supervisor, or some
other authority. Do you lead
by serving? Are you aware of
others’ needs? Do you help
and empower others to fulfill
God’s will in their lives? Incredible results are achieved
when we practice servant
leadership as Jesus did.




Feast of the Immaculate Conception in the
United States



Many Christians, particularly those of Catholic
faith, in the United States observe the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception on or around 
December 8.


Feast of the Immaculate Conception is not a public holiday. It falls on Saturday, December 8, 2018
and most businesses follow regular Saturday
opening hours in the United States.



What Do People Do?


Many churches, especially the Catholic Church, in
the United States hold special services (or masses) to commemorate the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception on or close to December 8. The feast
focuses on the concept that the Virgin Mary was
conceived without sin. Many churches that observe the Feast of the Immaculate Conception
are busy preparing for it prior to its occurrence.
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is a legal holiday in Guam, known as Our Lady of 
Camarin Day, commemorating a small wooden
statue known as Our Lady of Camarin (Santa
Marian Kamalen). The statue is found in the 
Agana Cathedral Basilica. It has been tradition
since the early 1900s for the statue to be taken
down, groomed and placed on a cart, which is
then pulled into Hagåtña, Guam’s capital. This
statue leads a procession, in which people pray in
various languages to honor Jesus through his
mother Mary.


Public Life

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
is a public holiday in Guam, which is an
unincorporated territory of the United
States. However, this event is not a nationwide public holiday in the United
States.

Background

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
centers on the belief that Jesus’ mother,
the Virgin Mary, was conceived without
sin. Pope Pius IX issued an apostolic constitution, known as the Ineffabilis Deus, on
December 8, 1854. This document
clarified the importance of the Immaculate
Conception in the Catholic Church. This
day is a public holiday in Guam. A law in
Guam attempted to eliminate this holiday
for locals in 2002 but this attempt did not
succeed due to public pressure. Typhoon
Pongsona struck Guam on the feast day
on December 8 that year.

Symbols

Various paintings, statues and other forms
of artwork have been made depicting the
Immaculate Conception. They usually
show Mary as a young woman dressed in
white and blue. She is often standing on a
hill or raised area and has a halo of stars
around her head. The pieces of art may
also include images of clouds, golden
lights, cherubs, lilies or roses.

One wellknown example associated with
the Immaculate Conception is a statue
known as Our Lady of Camarin (Santa
Marian Kamalen), which was found on the
shores of Merizo in Guam more than 300
years ago. The statue’s hands and face
are made of ivory and the jewelstudded
crown sits atop a cap of natural hair. It has
survived earthquakes, fires, typhoons and
World War II. The statue was stolen in
1968, 1971, and 1992 but was successfully retrieved.


Thanksgiving Reflection










Wednesday, November 21, Thanksgiving
Eve Mass 6:00PM
Sunday, November 25: Rel. Ed Classes,
Grades 18 beginning at 9:00 A.M. ending after
10:30 Mass


Sunday, December 2, 2018 Rel. Ed Classes,
Grades 18 beginning at 9:00 A.M. ending after
10:30 Mass



God need never be grateful to us for anything we do for him. No matter how much
we do for him, we can never put him in our
debt. Everything we give to God (or to
God through others) is simply giving back
to him a small portion of what he has already given us. God can never be a matter
of reward for us. He can never be under
any obligation to us. God’s grace is not a

Sunday, December 2, 2018 Patriots Tailgate Party, 3:30
Sunday, December 2, 2018 St. Nicholas
Wonder Worker Advent Project begins
Wednesday, December 5,2018 Bus Trip
toMohegan Sun, 5:00 PM

merited reward. Perhaps that is what some
of the Pharisees thought. They felt that, because they kept the Law perfectly, God
owed them salvation. We can do the same
thing ourselves when, for instance, we
think that by saying certain prayers or performing certain acts, God should give us

Italian Classes

what we are telling him to do, to give us

Plans are underway for teaching basic Italian. The classes will be held in the basement of Our Lady of Grace Church. 
Sessions will be conducted for one hour,
late afternoon, once a week. There will be
no charge for this instruction and school
texts will be issued, also free of charge.
Anyone interested should call Joe P. 
Giampaoli at 2313564

what we are asking for. All our living out
of the Gospel is not a compliment paid to
God. On the contrary, we can never be
grateful enough to him for showing us the
way to truth, love, and freedom which Jesus taught us and for giving us the grace to
walk his Way. With God, all our giving is
only a partial giving back. We are just
sharing what is basically given to us. We
are receiving more than we are giving
back. All is grace. Our response to the 

Classes in recess, will resume on 
Sunday, November 25th 

daily offer of grace is gratitude.

This Weekend:

Lectors:
4:00
8:30
10:30







SAT:
4:00

SUN:
8:30


10:30

November 24 Vigil Our Lord Christ
King of the Universe 
Cheryl Greco
Req. by: Family
Mass of Thanksgiving for Rev. Peter J.
Gower± 34th Priesthood Ordination
November 25: Our Lord Christ
King of the Universe 
Marie Ginolfi (Anniv.) 
Req. by: Carole 
Mass of Thanksgiving for Rev. Peter J.
Gower± 34th Priesthood Ordination
Zita McCabe
Req. Family 
Mass of Thanksgiving for Rev. Peter J.
Gower 34th Priesthood Ordination


MON: November 26:
8:00 Delia Almonte (Birth)
Req. by: Family


TUE:
8:00

November 27:
Special Intentions in Honor 
Of Madonna

WED: November 28: 
8:00
Robert (Cookie) Martin 
Req. by: Wife

THU: November 29: 
8:00
No Mass

8:00

SAT:
4:00
SUN:
8:30

10:30

November 30: 
No Mass
December 1: Vigil First Sunday in
Advent
Pam Burns (2nd Anniv.)
Req. by: Burns Family

December 2:: First Sunday in
Advent
Michelina & Christine Rotondo
Req. by: Family
Frank Susi (12th Anniv.)
Req. Dick & Betty 





November 24th & 25th
Ann Marie Fiorillo
Deb Buffi
Fran DiBiasio



Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00
Julie Mancini, Elaine Cabral,

Al Colannino, Victoria

Winsor
8:30
Celeste Richard, Deb Buffi, 
Stacey Cabral, Colleen
McCaughey 
10:30
Gina Marciano, Rita Poli, 

Rosemarie Parisi, Jackie 
Lasalandra



Altar Servers:
4:00

8:30
10:30



Brian Winsor, Nicholas Broccolli,
Aneillo Broccoli
Ayva Soprano, Joseph Clark
Marlaina/Marcello Colardo


Please pick up all schedules in the 
Sacristy


Parish Ministry Schedules can be
picked up in the sacristy after all masses this
weekend. If there are any questions regarding
the schedule, please call the rectory so we can
make the adjustments necessary as soon 
as possible



Happy 34th Priesthood
Anniversary to 
Rev. Peter J. Gower 

