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Faith Moment Reflection
"O Come, O Come Emmanuel" is a muchloved hymn sung
during the Advent season, expressing hope in the coming of
God's promised savior. Sometimes, as today's scripture
readings remind us, we let the
season of Advent become a
whirl of buying gifts, decorating the house, going to parties
and other activities. Instead of
bringing joy, all this can actually heighten our stress. That's
when we need slow down and
remember Emmanuel. The
very meaning of "Emmanuel"
is "God with us." Rejoice! God
is with us! Meditate on this in
the busy days ahead and turn
to God to relieve your stress.
Then think about how you
might be "Emmanuel" to
someone in need this season.
The poor. The sick. The lonely.
As today’s second reading instructs us ± "increase and
abound in love for one another."



Gospel: Lk 21:14
 Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting
their gifts into the treasury of the temple. He also
saw a poor widow, who dropped in two small
coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor
widow put in more than all of them. For all of
them gave an offering from their plenty; but she,
out of her poverty, gave all she had to live on.”



This gospel presents to us a poor widow
with exceeding generosity because she gave
all what she had, her whole livelihood for
the temple treasury. Her poverty did not stop
her from giving her share. Her great love is
greater than her need. The others were putting in offerings which they could easily afford; it would have involved no diminution
of their lifestyle, no hardship of any kind.
God is not interested in how much we give,
but in why we give. God does not look at the
amount of the gift but at the spirit of the giver. Jesus sets her up as an example of someone who put her total trust in God’s providence. She gave everything to him. If only
we, too, could have that kind of trust, that
kind of generosity, that ability to share and
that kind of freedom ± freedom from material security and freedom for others. The richest person is not the one who has accumulated much but the one who has the least
needs. In this sense, this poor widow was
rich indeed. There is always a difference in
giving alms and sharing our goods with others. At the end, what makes the difference is
either we give everything with trust in God’s
providence or we give but with a heavy
heart fearing more our own insecurities. God
loves a cheerful giver.

Blessing of an Advent Wreath

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice
which has found its place in the Church as well as in
the home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes
place on the First Sunday of Advent or on the evening
before the First Sunday of Advent.
When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated
in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a
parent or another member of the family.

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.
Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 12 and 56) or
Isaiah 63 (lines 1617 & 19) or Isaiah 64 (lines 27) is
read:
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.
With hands joined, the leader says:
Lord our God,
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,
he is the Savior of every nation.
Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.
The blessing may conclude with a verse from
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:
O come, desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of humankind;
bid ev’ry sad division cease
and be thyself our Prince of peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.


About Advent Wreaths






Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of evergreen
branches into which four candles are
inserted, representing the four weeks of
Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple and one is rose, but white candles
can also be used.

The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle
is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears rose
vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is
the Sunday of rejoicing, because the
faithful have arrived at the midpoint of
Advent, when their preparation is now
half over and they are close to Christmas.

The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into
the world and the anticipation of his
second coming to judge the living and
the dead.





Advent

Marking the beginning of the Christian liturgical year
across many different Western churches, and beginning
the period of preparation and celebration of the Nativity
of Jesus at Christmas, Advent runs between 22 and 28
days. In the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Methodist
Church, and the Western Rite of the Orthodox Church, It
begins on the Sunday nearest St. Andrew’s Day
(November 30th) and then runs the next three Sundays
Ȃ and ends on the nearest Sunday to Christmas Eve or
on Christmas Eve itself. However, in the Mozarabic Rite
of the Catholic Church and the Ambrosian Rite of the
Catholic Church, this holiday begins on the sixth Sunday
before Christmas or the Sunday following St. Martin’s
Day (November 11th).

The History of Advent
While some people claim that the Advent Season began
with St. Peter, there is little evidence of that assertion.
Most scholars and historians believe that the Nativity of
Jesus Christ was established sometime during the fourth
century. During the 5th century, homilies discussed
preparation for the liturgical season but didn’t disclose
the time when that season began. It was until the sixth
century, that a Synod established Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from the 11th of November until Nativity would be offered under the Lenten rite. It is believed that during this time, the Advent Season was established. Originally, it was celebrated for 6ive Sundays,
but Pope Gregory VII reduced it to four Sundays during
his papacy in the 11th century. And it’s been so ever
since, although there are still some churches which observe a longer Advent Season.







Advent Customs & Traditions
Fasting
Traditionally, Advent is supposed to be accompanied by fasting, but not everyone follows this
tradition. Fasting goes back to the 5th century
when Bishop Perpetuus of Tours declared that
Christians should fast three days a week beginning the day after St. Martin’s Day, all the way
up to Christmas. Many local councils during the
5th and 6th centuries instructed their congregations to fast on all days, except for Saturdays
and Sundays, from St. Martin’s Day to Epiphany.
This was 40 days of fasting in a 56 day period of
time and was called St. Martin’s Lent. However,
this fasting would later be shortened dramatically and called the Advent Season. Eventually,
the Lutheran and Anglican churches would
drastically relax this rule and the Roman Catholic Church would abolish fasting as a general
rule for Advent. However, many Eastern Orthodox churches still maintain the practice of 40
days of preǦChristmas fasting, and some other
churches not only encourage fasting but also
forbid dancing and festivities during Lent.

The Advent Wreath or Crown
Advent Wreaths are often found not only in
people’s homes but also in the church. This circular evergreen wreath usually contains 4 candles (and sometimes 5 candles) and each of
these candles represents one of the Sundays of
Advent. Families who have this wreath in the
home will light the candles on each Sunday and
say prayers together. It is believed that this tradition goes back to Lutherans in Germany during the 16th century. Sometimes this wreath is
known as an Advent Crown.

The Jesse Tree
Another popular tradition during the Advent
Season is the Jesse Tree. This tree, named for
the father of David, is one that is decorated
throughout the Advent Season with symbols of
biblical people that are historically associated
with or came before, the birth of Jesus Christ.
This can include people such as Abraham, Noah,
and Moses, as well as Mary and Joseph. By decorating this tree, children can be reminded of historical biblical 6igures and can also be taught
about the preparatory nature of the Advent 
Season.

 

The Colors of Advent

Purple
is usually the primary color associated with


Advent
because it has historically been the color of
royalty and has also been know to re6lect penitence
and fasting. However, over the years, many different
churches have begun using colors other than purple
for this holiday. Some churches now use rose or pink
colors to represent the joy of the birth of Christ. Other churches may use the color blue to distinguish
this liturgical season from Lent.


The First Sunday of Advent
The First Sunday of Advent is particularly important
during the Advent Season and many special activities
are launched on this day. Advent calendars may be
given on this day. Advent calendars are calendars
which count the day to Christmas. Usually, these calendars feature a design where each day, or each Sunday, can be opened, after that day has passed, revealing a toy, chocolate or another treat. This makes it
fun for the children to observe the Advent Season.
On this day, some people may also light the 6irst candle on their Advent Wreath. This candle symbolizes
Hope.


The Second Sunday of Advent

On the
 Second Sunday of Advent, the 6irst and second
candle is lit and this second candle represents
Peace. It also symbolizes all of the preparations that
had to be made in order to receive and take care of
the Christ child. On this day, Bible readings that relate to Christ and his manger are read.


The Third Sunday of Advent
The Third Sunday of Advent, also known as Gaudete
Sunday, calls for the lighting of the 6irst two candles,
as well as the third candle of the Advent Wreath. The
candle is known as Joy. On this day, roseǦcolored
vestments are usually worn and the Bible passages
read all relate to St. John the Baptist.


The Fourth Sunday of Advent

OUR LADY OF GRACE ADVENT 
PROJECT 2018


St. Nicholas Wonder Worker
The story of Saint Nicholas challenges the popular Santa
customs and suggests that anonymous giving to people in
need is more in keeping with the spirit of Christmas than
the “getting” that goes with the Santa tradition.

Nicholas was the bishop in the city of Myra, in what is now
the country of Turkey. He was known for his charity. He
welcomed homeless people to live in his home. Once he
even turned his home into a hospital!

Nicholas is called a “wonder worker” because he performed many miracles. His greatest miracle was the example of his own life. Many people saw the good things that
Nicholas did and were inspired to do good things too. On
December 6th, Saint Nicholas Day, Christians the world
over rush to follow his good example by giving gifts to people in secret, that is, without acknowledgement.

Once again this year, as part of our Advent preparation for
the celebration of Christmas, the parish of Our Lady of
Grace will help those in need to have a happier holiday season. This weekend, you are asked to take a gift tag from
the Saint Nicholas basket. During the following week, purchase the specified gift for a person in need, place your gift
in a gift bag, identify it by taping the gift tag to the bag, and
bring it to Mass on Saturday, December 8th or Sunday, December 9th. 

Giving a gift in this way helps to carry on this wonderful
tradition of giving but from an understanding of its root ±
giving to someone in need without letting that person know.
It is one of the best ways to teach our children that “giving”
without “getting” is the best giving there is. 

Our communal Advent project, coordinated by the Confirmation students, encourages every parishioner to bring
their bagged and tagged gift to Mass on December 8th or 9th
and to bring the gift forward during the Offertory procession. These gifts are given anonymously. No one will ever
know of your sacrifice but you and the Lord. This is the
nature of real giving. Real detachment from our expectations. No acknowledgement. No possibility of reciprocation. This is the Spirit and the lesson of Nicholas in Christmas giving. 

Bring your gift to Mass next weekend ± Saturday, 
December 8th or Sunday, December 9th. Let us make fresh
the spirit of Christmas in our midst. 

This is Christmas!


This is Nicholas’ legacy and tradition.

All of the candles are lit on the fourth Sunday. The
candle representing this day symbolizes Love. All of
the readings on this day pertain to the annunciation
of Christ’s birth. When the Advent Wreath has a 6ifth 
candle, a candle also known as the Christ Candle, it is 

lit during the Christmas Eve service.












Readings & Music for 
December 1st & 2nd


1st SUNDAY IN 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 Patriots Tailgate Party, 3:30


Advent
(Year C)

Sunday, December 2, 2018
St. Nicholas Wonder Worker Advent Project begins

Readings: #1003 or pg. 16

Tuesday, December 4, 2018
St. Anne Sodality Christmas Party

Offertory The King Shall Come
When Morning Dawns #403 

Wednesday, December 5,2018
Bus Trip toMohegan Sun, 5:00 PM

Communion Maranatha, Lord Messiah #412 

Saturday, December 8, 2018
Immaculate Conception (Holy Day)
Mass at 9:00 A.M.

Entrance: O Come O Come Emmanuel #386 

Recessional: Rejoice, The Lord is
King #564 

December 8/9, 2018: Return Gifts For St.
Nicholas Wonder Worker Advent Project 
Sunday, December 9, 2018 Rel. Ed 
Classes, Grades 18 beginning at 9:00
A.M. ending after 10:30 Mass

Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Holy Name Christmas Party 6:30 P.M.
Sunday, December 16, 2018 Christmas
Concert (1:00 P.M.) followed by Rectory
Open House until 5:00 P.M. 





Weekend of November 17/18, 2018
Weekly Collection:
Utilities
Campaign Human Dev
WeǦShare giving:
Total:

$
$
$
$
$

3218.00
249.00
250.00
100 .00
3817.00


Weekend of November 24/25, 2018
Weekly Collection:
Christmas Flowers
WeǦShare giving:
Total:

$
$
$
$

3612.00
605.00
130.00
4347.00



This Weekend: December 1/2: 







Lectors:
4:00
L. Buono
8:30
J Raposa
10:30
P. Gondreau

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00 P. Leoncavallo, A&C Colannino, 
E. Cabral, . 
8:30 C. Colavita, R. Cola, 
M.S. Andreozzi,
C. Richard
10:30 P. Williams, F. DiBiasio, P.&T Ucci

Altar Servers:
4:00 A. Broccoli & N. Broccoli 
8:30
K/K Bonetti 
10:30 N. Williams, J. Clark




SAT:
4:00
SUN:
8:30

10:30

MON:
8:00

December 1: Vigil First Sunday in
Advent
Pam Burns (2nd Anniv.)
Req. by: Burns Family

December 2: First Sunday in
Advent
Michelina & Christine Rotondo (Mem.)
Req. by: Family
Frank Susi (12th Anniv.)
Req. Dick & Betty 
December 3:
Americo D’Amico (6th Anniv.)
Req. by: Family


TUE:
8:00

December 4:
Special Intentions in Honor 
Of Madonna

WED: December 5: 
8:00
Available

THU: December 6: 
8:00
No Mass

8:00

SAT:
9:00

4:00

SUN:
8:30


10:30

December 7: 
Mo Mass
December 8: Feast of Immaculate 
Conception Of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Available
December 8: Vigil Second Sunday
In Advent
Deceased Members of the 
Gauthier & Longo Families
Req. by: Family

December 9: Second Sunday
In Advent
Remembrance Emilio & Fernanda 
Giudici, Domenic
& Florence DiDonito (Mem.)
Req. by: Bob, Donna, Lisa & Bobby 

Peter Camppanelli (Anniv.)
Req. by: Family




Next Weekend: December 8/9: 

Lectors:
4:00  A. Aiello 
8:30
D. Buffi
10:30
F. DiBiasio 

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00 M. D’Alessandro, 
P. Goulet, J.&J. Mancini
8:30 S. Cabral, C. Richard, B. Rivelli,
S.DiIorio

10:30 R. Poli, J. LaSalandra, 
G. Marciano, K. Colavita

Altar Servers:
4:00 A.C. DiSanto 


8:30
G&F. Halliwell 

10:30 C. Ferranti, A. Vendetti



Please pick up all schedules in the 
Sacristy

Parish Ministry Schedules can be
picked up in the sacristy after all masses this
weekend. If there are any questions regarding
the schedule, please call the rectory so we can
make the adjustments necessary as soon 
as possible




