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Let us Relect on this Pastoral Feast



Day of the United States of America 

By a special grace of God, Mary was preserved





DECEMBER 8, 2018 Holy Day of Obligation



from the consequences of Adam and Eve’s
original sin. Instead of having a tendency
toward pride, she had a tendency to humility.

9am Mass Immaculate Conception of BVM  Instead of distrusting God, she trusted Him
As Catholics, we consider the teaching of Jesus not just

completely and fully. We see this on full display

something to be learned but a reality to be celebrated

in today’s gospel reading when Mary says to

and lived. That is certainly true of the feast we cele-

Gabriel, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the

brate today  the Immaculate Conception of the

Lord. Be it done unto me according to your

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

word.” 



Instead of being inclined toward selfishness,

Today, Catholics throughout the world gather to re-

Mary readily put the needs of others before her

member this important dogma of our faith  that

own. In fact, Saint Luke tells us that, after

Mary, the mother of Jesus, was preserved from origi-

Mary learns that her cousin Elizabeth is

nal sin from the moment of her conception. 

pregnant, she “makes haste” to visit her and



help her during what must have been a difficult

What is the meaning of this teaching of the Church

pregnancy for an older woman. Unlike we who

and how can we live it? 

fall so easily into sinful acts and attitudes, Mary



readily chose to do good because God

First, we need to understand what we mean by the

preserved her from the weakness we all

term “original sin”. The original sin is the first act of

inherited from Adam and Eve. 

disobedience against God by Adam and Eve, our first



parents, which we hear about in today’s first reading.

This means that Mary never sinned. It may

This sin caused a wound in our human nature which

seem incredible to us, but there is one way we

has been passed down to us. So, by original sin, we

might understand it. Hopefully, none of us has

mean not only that first sin of Adam and Eve but the

ever been tempted to rob a bank or murder

weakened nature we have received as a result. 

someone. Even if the thought has crossed our



mind at one time or another, we would never

Because of original sin, our hearts are inclined to pride

dream of doing it. We see too clearly how seri-

and selfishness. We are blinded to the needs of others.

ous the consequences for us would be and we

It is only with great difficulty that we can see what the

wouldn’t want to inflict that much pain on

right thing to do is. And even then, it is a challenge to

others. In the same way, Mary could see the

actually do it. We are constantly struggling to over-

consequences of even the smallest sin and how

come our desire to put ourselves and our needs ahead

much they hurt others. 

of others. Like Adam and Eve, we have a tendency to
distrust God, to want to make up our own rules and to
put ourselves at the center of the universe. 


(Continued on Next Page)


(Continued from Previous Page)

She had such a distaste for offending God that sin
was not attractive to her. In fact, it repulsed her.
What is true for us regarding big sins like robbing a
bank or committing murder was true for her
regarding even the least serious sins. 
So, why is this special grace that Mary received a
truth that we can celebrate and live out in our daily
lives? Because it speaks to the triumph of Jesus
Christ over sin. Just as God showed His power over
sin by preserving Mary from the consequences of Adam and Eve’s fall, so He wants to conquer sin in our
hearts as well. We do it through constant struggle, by
fighting against temptation and confessing our sins
when we do fall. We do it by acknowledging our
weakness and begging God for the grace to make
good and holy choices. We also turn to Mary and ask
her to pray for us. She gives us the assurance that
Jesus has already won the victory and the hope that,
one day, we will be free from the ravages of sin and
death, just as Mary was. 

So, we gather here today with a sense of hope and
confidence. What God has done in Mary by preserving her from the consequences of original sin and the
pains of actual sin, He will do for us as Saint Paul
tells us in today’s second reading: “He chose us in
him….to be holy and without blemish before him.”
This total victory will not be a reality for most of us
until we have passed through death. But we are
encouraged in our daily struggle by Mary to work
toward that goal relying on God’s grace and
confident in His promise of mercy. 

Liturgical Year

The liturgical year is made up of six seasons:
Advent  four weeks of preparation
before the celebration of Jesus'
birth
Christmas  recalling the Nativity of
Jesus Christ and his manifestation to the peoples of the world
Lent  a sixweek period of penance
before Easter
Sacred Paschal Triduum  the holiest
"Three Days" of the Church's
year, where the Christian people recall the suffering, death,
and resurrection of Jesus
Easter  50 days of joyful celebration
of the Lord's resurrection from
the dead and his sending forth
of the Holy Spirit
Ordinary Time  divided into two sections (one span of 48 weeks
after Christmas Time and another lasting about six months after
Easter Time), wherein the faithful consider the fullness of Jesus' teachings and works
among his people

The mystery of Christ, unfolded through the
cycle of the year, calls us to live his mystery in
our own lives. This call is best illustrated in the
lives of Mary and the saints, celebrated by the
Church throughout the year. There is no tension between the mystery of Christ and the
celebration of the saints, but rather a marvelous harmony. The Blessed Virgin Mary is
joined by an inseparable bond to the saving
work of her Son, and the feasts of all the
saints proclaim the wonderful works of Christ
in his servants and offer the faithful fitting examples for their imitation. In the feasts of Mary
and of the saints, the Paschal Mystery of
Christ is proclaimed and renewed.
Seasons, saints, and celebrations during the
liturgical year are laid out in a yearly liturgical
calendar.









Readings & Music for 
December 8th & 9th
2nd SUNDAY IN 
Advent
(Year C)
Readings: #1006 or pg. 21
Entrance: Creator of the Stars of Night #405 
Offertory Comfort, Comfort, O My People #402  
Communion Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 
Recessional: People Look East #398 

Weekly Collection:

$ 3702 .00

Madonna Monthly:

$

349.00

WeǦShare giving:
Total:

$
$

490 .00
4541.00

Religious Education News
We
have
received
correspondence from the

Bishop’s office informing us that the Sacrament
 of Confirmation will be celebrated in our parish
on Monday, March 25th at a 6:00PM Mass.
Bishop Evans will confer the sacrament on the
twentyseven candidates from our parish. Recently, the members of the Confirmation class
presented letters of intent to Father Gower asking to be formally enrolled into the program.
The following is a letter from one of those candidates. It is representative of the letters Father
has received :
Dear Father Gower:

I am in the 8th grade Confirmation class.
I have been with this church for 8 years of my
life. I would like to be Confirmed to become a
bigger part of the church. After Confirmation,
being my last year in catechism, I would like to
still attend church every Sunday. I would like to
be Confirmed to continue my path of the seven
Sacraments. Learning a lot in CCD brought me
to the conclusion that it would really like to be a
larger part of the parish.

I have decided that I would like to be a
Eucharistic Minister, or a catechism teacher.
Being a catechism teacher will let me express
and teach children what I have learned over the
past 8 years. Being a Eucharistic Minister is the
job I am most interested in. Being a Eucharistic
Minister will open me up more to the parish
community.

Sincerely,

To be sure, we welcome this young lady to become a Eucharistic Minister (and even helping to
teach in the Religious
Education Program) once

she is Confirmed!


Christmas Concert ² Open
House in Rectory


Please join the Community at
Our Lady of Grace in the Rectory for our annual Christmas
Open House. Stop by between
1:30pm and 5pm on Sunday,
December 16th, for a bit of
Christmas cheer!



Faith Moment Reflection

What does it mean to have a
The Advent season fills us with
Mass “offered” for someone?

great hope as we reflect on God's
promise that He is with us. If we look

An individual may ask a priest
to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions of another
person (such as on a birthday),
or, as is most common, for the
repose of the soul of someone
who has died.
One must never forget the infinite graces that flow from the
Sacrifice of the Mass which
benefit one’s soul. Pope Leo XIII
in his encyclical “Mirae caritatis” (1902) beautifully elaborated this point and emphasized
the connection between the
communion of saints with the
Mass 

at today’s readings, we see that we
are called into a partnership with
God. In fact, that partnership is really what Advent is all about ± God
is with us. The first reading reminds
us that God is a faithful partner who
will empower us to overcome any
mountains and valleys we may encounter as He guides our lives by the
light of His love. But we must keep in
mind that God’s empowering presence requires our participation. He
works with us and through us ± inviting us to be His partners ± as we
promote love, peace and justice on
earth. Advent is a good time to think
about the mountains and valleys in
our lives and those of others which
keep us from being a faithful partner
with God. If something standsin the
way, ask God for help.

Poinsettia Memorials


The flower collection that takes
place this time of year is used to
purchase poinsettias and other
church decorations to help adorn
our Church for the Christmas season. Thank you for making an offering in memory of a loved one, they
will be remembered in all Christmas
Masses. 





DECEMBER 16, PARISH FIRST 
RECONCILIATION FOR OUR YOUTH

5 Ways to Prepare Your Child for First
Reconciliation



It’s the time of year when many young children are
preparing to soon receive their first Sacrament of Reconciliation. This is a beautiful Sacrament, instituted by
Christ as a way to offer us His Mercy and Grace. It is
a very special time for our children and as parents, it’s
our primary responsibility to help prepare them for this
soulredeeming Sacrament. Here are five simple ways
you can help your child prepare for their first reconciliation.



1. Talk about the Sacrament of Reconciliation Together
Before your child receives the Sacrament of Reconciliation, it’s important they understand what it is and
why we do it. Spend time talking with your child about
this great healing Sacrament.
Read together with your child about when Jesus instituted the Sacrament and gave his apostles the authority to forgive sins in His Name in the GospelofJohn 20: 19 ± 23. The Healing of a Paralytic in
the Gospel of Mark, chapter 2: 1 ± 12, is also a good
example of Jesus’s authority to forgive sins and an
example of faith and trust in His healing power.
Explain to your children that going to Confession is
not about getting into trouble; it’s about asking God for
forgiveness and receiving God’s Grace to do better.
Listen to your child’s questions and encourage them
to learn more by asking more questions.



2. Examination of Conscience
Teach your child how to pray an Examination of Conscience each night before bed, or as often as time allows. Some families do this together as a family before bed, silently reflecting on their days while mom or
dad read the Examination out loud.


3. Practice
Practice, practice, practice! Like with any sport, musical instrument, or other skill ± continuous practice is
essential.The same is true for preparationfor all the
Sacraments. 
As your child’s first reconciliation approaches, take
time to role play with them what they will do in their
real confessions






Except, you can tell them they don’t have to
really tell you their sins ± unless of course
they really want to. Maybe you’ll finally find
out who really took that item you’ve been
searching everywhere for.


4. Go to Confession as a Family


Aside from practicing how to go to confession with your child, practice actually goingto
confession as a family. As parents, we are
the first educators for our children when it
comes to our Faith. However, the best way
to really teach our children about the Faith is
topracticeit by living it out in our every day
life. Showing your child that you can take the
time to go to confession makes a deeper and
longerlasting impression than all the hours
you might spend talking or reading about it
with them.
Maybe even make it a family tradition, say on
the first Saturday of each month or another
day that works for your family. If you cannot
make it during the time of regularly scheduled confessions in your parish, try a different parish nearby or ask your pastor if you
can schedule a regular family confession
time. Add a little fun incentiveand go out for
ice cream or grab some pizza afterwards and
make it a family date night.

5. Pray Together

Aside from all the talking, reading, and practicing, the most essential step in preparing
your child ± and yourself ± for the Sacrament
of Reconciliation isprayer. Through prayer,
we join in an intimate conversation with God.
We ask Him to open our hearts to Him, show
Him our weaknesses, and ask for His infinitely
merciful
forgiveness.
Pray
with
andforyour child, asking God to prepare him
or her for this great Sacrament.
Together, you can pray theAct of Contritionwith your child and also thePrayer to
Your Guardian Angel to help them make
good choices and be ready to receive God’s
mercy.






SAT:
9:00




This Weekend: December 8/9: 
December 8: Feast of Immaculate 
Conception Of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Available
December 8: Vigil Second Sunday
In Advent
Deceased Members of the 
Gauthier & Longo Families
Req. by: Family

December 9: Second Sunday
In Advent
Remembrance Emilio & Fernanda 
Giudici, Domenic
& Florence DiDonito (Mem.)
Req. by: Bob, Donna, Lisa & Bobby 


4:00

SUN:
8:30


10:30

MON:
8:00

Peter Camppanelli (Anniv.)
Req. by: Family



December 10:
Mary Beth Major & Alfonse Grande (Birth)
Req. by: Mom & Wife


TUE:
8:00

December 11:
Margaret Slaiby

WED: December 12: 
8:00
Available

THU: December 13: 
8:00
No Mass
December 14: 
Available 

8:00

SAT:

December 15: Vigil Third Sunday
In Advent
Anne DeLuise (1st Anniv.)
Req. by: Family

4:00

SUN:

December 16: Second Sunday
In Advent
Caterina Colapietro (Anniv.)
Req. by: Family 

Louise Spremulli Chiaramonte (Mem.) &
Anthony Spremulli
Req. by: Joe & Eleanor


8:30
10:30




Lectors:
4:00  A. Aiello 
8:30
D. Buffi
10:30
F. DiBiasio 

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00 M. D’Alessandro, 
P. Goulet, J.&J. Mancini
8:30 S. Cabral, C. Richard, B. Rivelli,
S.DiIorio

10:30 R. Poli, J. LaSalandra, 
G. Marciano, K. Colavita

Altar Servers:
4:00 A.C. DiSanto 


8:30
G&F. Halliwell 

10:30 C. Ferranti, A. Vendetti


December 15th & 16th: 

Lectors:
4:00 D. Spunzo

8:30 R. Parascandolo 
10:30 J. Burley


Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00 R. Ventetuolo ,L. Stadelbauer, V.
Winsor, P. Leoncavallo 
8:30 S. DiIorio, B. Rivelli J.&R Parisi,
10:30 S&L Mansolillo, L. Gondreau, S. Lemoi


Altar Servers:
4:00
J. Clark, B. Winsor
8:30
C. Ferranti, A. Soprano

10:30 A. Vendetti E. Fortunati



Please pick up all schedules in the 
Sacristy


Parish Ministry Schedules can be
picked up in the sacristy after all masses this
weekend. If there are any questions regarding
the schedule, please call the rectory so we can
make the adjustments necessary as soon 
as possible





