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Pastor’s Christmas Letter

My Dear Friends,

“In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways…



In these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.”
Ȅ Hebrews 1:1Ǧ2

With deep joy and gratitude, I extend to you my
prayerful best wishes for a holy and blessed Christmas.
During this Advent Season, it has been my prayer that
each of you would #ind opportunities to re#lect on your
own faith and relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ
and His Church. Whatever it is that our hearts and
souls desire, whether we realize it or not, our ultimate
desire is Jesus Himself, for this reason, we are #illed
with joy and consolation at Christmas to know that all
that we hoped for has been ful#illed in the person of
the Christ Child.

Several years ago I received a Christmas card with this
message: “This Christmas, I wish you Jesus.” On the inside it read: “Isn’t nice to have everything!”

In the midst of all our current challenges and concerns,
the love of God the Father is made manifest to us in the
wonderful gift of His Son, Jesus. With the angels in
Bethlehem, our faith moves us to sing: “Glory to God in
the highest and peace to His people on earth!” We recognize that true peace on earth #lows from our recognition and praise of God in our lives.
Christmas has a way of bringing to Church individuals
and families who, for various reasons, have not been to
Mass or the Sacraments for months or years. What a
wonderful and graceǦ#illed opportunity to put aside
past differences and old habits and begin anew that
prayerful relationship with the Lord and His Church
community. I extend to all of you an open, grateful
heart of welcome. Together, may we grow in strength
and grace to know and celebrate together God’s presence in our lives and His dominion over all things of
this world.

May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless
you, your families and loved ones at this blessed time
of hope and grace. May Mary, the Mother of the Child
Jesus and our Mother, watch over you and our beloved
Our Lady of Grace Parish always.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! May Christ
abide in your hearts always!

Rev. Peter J. Gower

A Habit of Hope
Have you ever noticed that the holidays bring
out the worst in our worrying? Several years
ago I went through a dark period of illness and
distress. As soon as one difficulty passed, another took its place. By the beginning
of Advent I had fallen into a fretful habit of
“What ifing.” “What if the new medication
doesn’t work?” “What if I have to cancel that
work project?” “What if I still feel like this on
Christmas²how will I get the dinner done, the
house cleaned? . . .”
“Look,” my husband said one day, “I know it’s
hard to have hope sometimes. But living in the
future steals today. Can’t you decide not to
start sentences with ‘What if’?”
As an Advent offering, maybe I could.
“The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to
those
who
are
searching
for
his
love” (Lamentations 3:25). As days passed and
I practiced tossing Whatif’s out of my head
whenever they intruded, I was surprised at how
often I wasted perfectly good hours by worrying about something that hadn’t happened
yet²and might never. I realized that when my
own store of hope was used up, there always
seemed to be someone around (maybe an earth
angel?) who could show me the rainbow hidden
from my view. Although I endured miserable
moments and it took discipline not to return to
the old pattern, eventually I stopped focusing
on the fearful future and decided to enjoy just
this one hour. (The right medication helped,
too.)
Today I look back upon that period with astonishment, for not one of my worries ever came to
pass. A waste of energy, yes, but also a lesson.
As St. Paul reminds us, “Hoping for what we
cannot see means awaiting it with patient endurance” (Romans 8:25). Each Advent, as I
wait for the Child who brought us the hope that
never fades, I give thanks.







Enjoy Advent
Only a saint could maintain the 
patience needed to confront Christmas shopping, Christmas stress, and
Christmas credit card bills. That's too
bad because something else gets
overlooked in the rush³and that's Advent. So here are a few brief ways to
enjoy yourself over the next few
weeks. 

First of all, get to know Advent. This
liturgical season is a time of waiting³
something that we all do: we're waiting for some good news, for a better
job, or for our lives to improve. Advent
is a time when we think about waiting
for God, so it fits in perfectly with our
natural human longings. “Come, thou
long expected Jesus,” as the hymn
goes. Advent is also the time of beautiful Scripture readings, like those
from the Book of Isaiah. “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom.”
These are readings to give all of us
hope! And Advent is the season for beloved church traditions, including
the Advent wreath, which can easily
be translated into home rituals.

Advent Amid the Gift Wrap
“Are you ready for Christmas?” asked a guy I see at the
train station every day. I thought of the long list of gifts I
still needed to buy and the calendar crammed with holiday events and parties, and I shook my head. “Hardly,” I
said, and we both laughed knowingly.


On my train ride downtown I turned off my iPod and let
my mind ponder that question a little deeper. “Am I
ready for Christmas?” This time I thought about the
meaning of the holiday²the Son of God coming to earth
to dwell among us and show us the way to eternal life.
Again I shook my head and murmured to myself,
Second, cut back on the craziness of “Hardly.”
Christmas preparations. Here are just
a few suggestions: send cards only to It was then that I vowed to take advantage of every opclose friends and family; drop one pre- portunity to prepare my heart for the coming of the Christ
sent per person from your list; and go Child into the world²the world you and I live in.
only to the most essential holiday What I discovered was that if we know what we’re pregatherings. Does that sound selfish? paring for, everything we encounter on the way to ChristIt's just the opposite! It will give you mas can prepare us for the coming of Christ, not only in
time to spend with those you really Bethlehem 2,000 years ago but also into our homes, our
love, and more time to spend in pray- families, our workplaces, and our communities. The usuer.
al December distractions can instead become holy moMaybe Advent is when you can really ments when we find the Christ Child in our midst.
settle into your spiritual life, by finding Having the right attitude and perspective on the season
joy in the season and less stress in will help you and your family avoid the excesses that
Christmas. In short, Advent may be the make certain Christmas preparations frantic, yet draining
time that you've been waiting for!
and disappointing. As theologian John Shea says, “The

task seems to be the delicate one of learning to make the

customs and traditions of Christmas serve the Spirit.”
Take a look at some of December’s demanding activities
with new eyes, eyes that fully expect to find God in every
moment of this season of hope.

Excerpts from Pope Benedict XVI's
Spiritual Thoughts Series:
"Christmas"

These quotes and reflections from the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, are excerpted
from"Christmas: Pope Benedict XVI Spiritual
Thoughts Series."

3UHVHQFH
$GYHQWWKLVSRZHUIXOOLWXUJLFDOVHDVRQWKDWZH
DUHEHJLQQLQJLQYLWHVXVWRSDXVHLQVLOHQFHWR
XQGHUVWDQGDSUHVHQFH,WLVDQLQYLWDWLRQWR
XQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKHLQGLYLGXDOHYHQWVRIWKH
GD\DUHKLQWVWKDW*RGLVJLYLQJXVVLJQVRIWKH
DWWHQWLRQKHKDVIRUHDFKRQHRIXV
+RPLO\DW)LUVW9HVSHUVRI$GYHQW1RYHPEHU


:DLWLQJ
7KHTXHVWLRQLV,VWKHKXPDQLW\RIRXUWLPHVWLOO
ZDLWLQJIRUD6DYLRU"2QHKDVWKHIHHOLQJWKDW
PDQ\FRQVLGHU*RGDVIRUHLJQWRWKHLURZQLQ
WHUHVWV$SSDUHQWO\WKH\GRQRWQHHGKLP7KH\
OLYHDVWKRXJKKHGLGQRWH[LVWDQGZRUVHVWLOO
DVWKRXJKKHZHUHDQ§REVWDFOH¨WRUHPRYHLQ
RUGHUWRIXOILOOWKHPVHOYHV(YHQDPRQJEHOLHY
HUV¦ZHDUHVXUHRILW¦VRPHOHWWKHPVHOYHVEH
DWWUDFWHGE\HQWLFLQJGUHDPVDQGGLVWUDFWHGE\
PLVOHDGLQJGRFWULQHVWKDWVXJJHVWGHFHSWLYH
VKRUWFXWVWRKDSSLQHVV<HWGHVSLWHLWVFRQWUD
GLFWLRQVZRUULHVDQGWUDJHGLHVDQGSHUKDSV
SUHFLVHO\EHFDXVHRIWKHPKXPDQLW\WRGD\
VHHNVDSDWKRIUHQHZDORIVDOYDWLRQLWVHHNVD
6DYLRUDQGDZDLWVVRPHWLPHVXQFRQVFLRXVO\
WKHFRPLQJRIWKH6DYLRUZKRUHQHZVWKHZRUOG
DQGRXUOLIHWKHFRPLQJRI&KULVWWKHRQHWUXH
5HGHHPHURIPDQDQGRIWKHZKROHRIPDQ
3RSH%HQHGLFW;9,*HQHUDO$XGLHQFH'H
FHPEHU



3UHSDUDWLRQ

Christmas is a privileged opportunity to meditate on the meaning
and value of our existence. The approach of this Solemnity helps us
on the one hand to reflect on the drama of history in which people,
injured by sin, are perennially in search of happiness and of a fulfilling sense of life and death; and on the other, it urges us to meditate on the merciful kindness of God who came to man to communicate to him directly the Truth that saves, and to enable him to partake in his friendship and his life. Therefore let us prepare ourselves
for Christmas with humility and simplicity, making ourselves ready
to receive as a gift the light, joy and peace that shine from this mystery.
General Audience, December 17, 2008


6LJQ
*RGªVVLJQLVKLVKXPLOLW\*RGªVVLJQLVWKDWKH
PDNHVKLPVHOIVPDOOKHEHFRPHVDFKLOGKHOHWVXV
WRXFKKLPDQGKHDVNVIRURXUORYH+RZZHZRXOG
SUHIHUDGLIIHUHQWVLJQDQLPSRVLQJLUUHVLVWLEOHVLJQ
RI*RGªVSRZHUDQGJUHDWQHVV%XWKLVVLJQVXPPRQV
XVWRIDLWKDQGORYHDQGWKXVLWJLYHVXVKRSHWKLVLV
ZKDW*RGLVOLNH+HKDVSRZHUKHLV*RRGQHVVLWVHOI
+HLQYLWHVXVWREHFRPHOLNHKLP<HVLQGHHGZHEH
FRPHOLNH*RGLIZHDOORZRXUVHOYHVWREHVKDSHGE\
WKLVVLJQLIZHRXUVHOYHVOHDUQKXPLOLW\DQGKHQFH
WUXHJUHDWQHVVLIZHUHQRXQFHYLROHQFHDQGXVHRQO\
WKHZHDSRQVRIWUXWKDQGORYH
+RPLO\DW0DVVIRUWKH6ROHPQLW\RIWKH1DWLYLW\RI
WKH/RUG'HFHPEHU

&KDQJLQJ
Only if people change will the world change; and in order to change, people need the light that comes from
God, the light which so unexpectedly [on the night of
Christmas] entered into our night.
ͲͲͲHomily at Mass for the Solemnity,of the Navity of
the Lord, December 25, 2008






St. Anne Sodality


Our 12 Days of Christmas Cards are going
well. Please stop by on your way out of
church and purchase the perfect $10.00 gift
with Great prizes.

Readings & Music for 

December 15th & 16th
3rd Sunday of 
Advent
(Year C)
Readings: #1009 or pg. 25
Entrance: On Jordan’s Bank #392 
Offertory When The King Shall Come Again
#395 
Communion Hark, The Glad Sound, The
Savior Comes 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Recessional: O Come, Divine Messiah #387 

Weekly Collection:

$3,891.00

Retirement Fund:

$ 202.00

Imm. Conception:

WeǦShare giving:

Total:

$360.00



$ 250.00
$4703.00

Also, a special Thanks going out to our
sister member Ann Marie Patriarca and
her husband Silvio for providing a beautiful and bountiful Christmas Party at
Silvio’s Restaurant.






This Weekend!
Christmas Concert
Open House in Rectory

Please join the Community at Our 
Lady of Grace in the Rectory for our annual
Christmas Open House. Stop by between 1:30pm
and 5pm on Sunday, December 16th, for a bit of 
Christmas cheer!

Last weekend our Confirmation students remained
after the 10:30 Mass to separate and bag the Nicholas Project Gifts which were picked up and or delivered to D.C.Y.F., Mary House at St. Patrick
Church in Providence, St. Michael Church in Providence, and those gifts that remained in our parish
for distribution. Thank you to everyone who participated in the project and to the Confirmation students who did an outstanding job in coordinating it.

Our Confirmation students have also been volunteering in the Soup Kitchen at Mary House on
Monday evenings. This is not a mandatory service
project, but many of our students have signed up to
volunteer their time to do so. We are proud of
them for their loving hearts. 

Also last Sunday at class the students in the Religious Education Program wrote Christmas cards to
Recovering American Soldiers at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, DC. Well over 120 cards were
mailed off to our servicemen and women this past
Monday.

This Sunday the students in Grade 2 will receive
the Sacrament of First Penance during the 10:30
A.M. Mass. Please keep them in your prayers.

Reminder: This Sunday’s class, December 16th , is
the last class before Christmas. Classes for all students will resume on Sunday, January 6th at the
scheduled time of 9:00AM





This Weekend: December 15th & 16th: 





SAT:

December 15: Vigil Third Sunday
In Advent
Anne DeLuise (1st Anniv.)
Req. by: Family

4:00

SUN:

December 16: Second Sunday
In Advent
Caterina Colapietro (Anniv.)
Req. by: Family 

Louise Spremulli Chiaramonte (Mem.) &
Anthony Spremulli
Req. by: Joe & Eleanor

8:30
10:30



MON:
8:00

Next Weekend: December 22nd & 23rd : 

December 17:
Available



TUE:
8:00

WED:
8:00
THU:
8:00

December 18:
Available



December 19: 
Available

December 20: 
No Mass
December 21: 
Available 

8:00

SAT:

December 22: Vigil Fourth Sunday
In Advent
Vito Gesualdo (1st Anniv.)
Req. by: Family

4:00

SUN:

December 23: Fourth Sunday
In Advent
Angelo & Mamie Carlino 
(Christmas Rem.)
Req. by: Family 

Lena A. Mansolillo (2nd Anniv.)
Req. by: Family


8:30

10:30





Lectors:
4:00 D. Spunzo

8:30 R. Parascandolo 
10:30 J. Burley


Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00 R. Ventetuolo ,L. Stadelbauer, 
V. Winsor, P. Leoncavallo
8:30 S. DiIorio, B. Rivelli J.&R Parisi,
10:30 S&L Mansolillo, L. Gondreau, S. Lemoi

Altar Servers:
4:00
J. Clark, B. Winsor
8:30
C. Ferranti, A. Soprano

10:30 A. Vendetti E. Fortunati

Lectors:
4:00 K. Richards  
8:30 R. Cola
10:30 L. Mansolillo 

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00
P. Williams, E Cabral, 
A.& C Colannino
8:30
M.S. Andreozzi, S. Cabral, 
J.& J. Mancini
10:30
S. Mansolillo, P.& T. Ucci, 
G. Marciano

Altar Servers:
4:00
N. Williams, A. Soprano 
8:30
A.&C. DiSanto

10:30
K.&K. Bonetti, 

Christmas 12/2425: 



Lectors:
4:00
J. Burley 
Midnight
S. Lemoi 
9:00 Christmas Day
P. Gondreau


Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00
J.&J Mancini, 
R. Ventetuolo. P Leoncavallo 
Midnight
S. Lemoi, R. Cola
9:00 Christmas Day
S. Cabral, J. LaSandra, 
G. Marciano, R. Poli
Altar Servers:

4:00
G&I Halliwell
Midnight
R. Cola
9:00 Christmas Day
J. Grossi, J. Clark




