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Pastor’s Christmas Letter

My Dear Friends,

“In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways…



In these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son.”
Ȅ Hebrews 1:1Ǧ2

With deep joy and gratitude, I extend to you my
prayerful best wishes for a holy and blessed Christmas.
During this Advent Season, it has been my prayer that
each of you would #ind opportunities to re#lect on your
own faith and relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ
and His Church. Whatever it is that our hearts and
souls desire, whether we realize it or not, our ultimate
desire is Jesus Himself, for this reason, we are #illed
with joy and consolation at Christmas to know that all
that we hoped for has been ful#illed in the person of
the Christ Child.

Several years ago I received a Christmas card with this
message: “This Christmas, I wish you Jesus.” On the inside it read: “Isn’t nice to have everything!”

In the midst of all our current challenges and concerns,
the love of God the Father is made manifest to us in the
wonderful gift of His Son, Jesus. With the angels in
Bethlehem, our faith moves us to sing: “Glory to God in
the highest and peace to His people on earth!” We recognize that true peace on earth #lows from our recognition and praise of God in our lives.
Christmas has a way of bringing to Church individuals
and families who, for various reasons, have not been to
Mass or the Sacraments for months or years. What a
wonderful and graceǦ#illed opportunity to put aside
past differences and old habits and begin anew that
prayerful relationship with the Lord and His Church
community. I extend to all of you an open, grateful
heart of welcome. Together, may we grow in strength
and grace to know and celebrate together God’s presence in our lives and His dominion over all things of
this world.

May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless
you, your families and loved ones at this blessed time
of hope and grace. May Mary, the Mother of the Child
Jesus and our Mother, watch over you and our beloved
Our Lady of Grace Parish always.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! May Christ
abide in your hearts always!

Rev. Peter J. Gower

Christmas 2018
Christmas is one of the most important
days of the Church year, second only to
Easter itself. It is the feast of the incarnation, the feast of God becoming lesh (the
Latin "in carne" means "enleshment"). It
is a uniquely Christian teaching, the Divine choosing to become one of us. Because of this belief,God is not only Transcendent, but also wholly Immanent, Emmanuel (GodǦwithǦus). While remaining
Transcendent (meaning we must rise
above our present condition to reach
Him), He is at the same time Immanent
(meaning He is with us as we rise toward Him). Every Eucharist is like
Christmas where the bread and wine are
transformed into His lesh, His Body and
Blood, and, in a sense, He is born anew
on the altar.
The liturgical season of Christmas begins
with the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve
and concludes on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, we
celebrate the birth of Christ into our
world and into our hearts, and relect on
the gift of salvation that is born with
him…including the fact that he was born
to die for us.
The Christmas tree and the Nativity scene are popular symbols of the season
and a tradition in many Christian homes.
It is also traditional to exchange Christmas gifts with family and friends as a
way to honor God the Father's gift of his
only son to the world. Having received
the gift of Christ, we naturally want to
pass that gift along to our loved ones.



Blessing of the Christmas Tree

The use of the Christmas tree is relavely
modern. Its origins are found in the medieval mystery plays that depicted the tree of
paradise and the Christmas light or candle
that symbolized Christ, the Light of the
world. According to custom, the Christmas
tree is set up just before Christmas and may
remain in place unl the Solemnity of
Epiphany. The lights of the tree are illuminated a$er the prayer of blessing.
In the home the Christmas tree may be
blessed by a parent or another family member, in connecon with the evening meal on
the Vigil of Christmas or at another suitable
me on Christmas Day.

When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung.


The leader makes the sign of the cross, and
all reply “Amen.”

The leader may greet those present in the
following words:
Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings
salvaon and peace into our midst, now
and forever.
R/.Amen.

In the following or similar words, the leader
prepares those present for the blessing:
My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: his birth brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated and adorned, may we welcome Christ
among us; may its lights guide us to the perfect
light.
One of those present or the leader reads a text
of sacred Scripture, for example,Titus 3:4(lines
4Ͳ7) orEzekiel 17:22 (lines 22Ͳ24 4; I will plant
a tender shoot on the mountain heights of Israel.)
Reader:The Word of the Lord.
R/.Thanks be to God.
The intercessions are then said. The leader
says:
Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and
upon this
sign of our faith in the Lord.
R/.Lord, give light to our hearts.

That this tree of lights may remind us of the
tree of glory on
which Christ accomplished our salvaon, let us
pray to the
Lord.R/.

That the joy of Christmas may always be in our
homes, let
us pray to the Lord.R/


(Con nued on Next Page).

Blessing of the Christmas Tree

(Connued) 

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our
hearts and in the
world, let us pray to the Lord.R/.
A$er the intercessions the leader invites
all present to say the
Lord’s Prayer.
The leader says the prayer with hands
joined:

The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross and
saying:

May the God of glory ﬁll our hearts with peace
and joy, now
and forever.
R/.Amen.
The blessing concludes with a verse from “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:
O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadow put to ﬂight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Lord our God,
we praise you for the light of creaon:
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the
night.
We praise you for the light of Israel:
the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of
the Scriptures.
ͶFromCatholic Household Blessings & PrayWe praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son: ers
he is Emmanuel, GodͲwithͲus, the Prince
of Peace,
who ﬁlls us with the wonder of your love.

Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives
be a sign of the joy that ﬁlls our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree
come to the knowledge and joy of salvaWeekly Collection:
$3,388.00 
on.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Utilities
$ 295.00 
R/.Amen.
WeǦShare giving:
$ 240.00 
The lights of the tree are then illuminat
ed.
Total:
$3,923.00

Blessing of a Christmas Manger or Navity
Scene
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Lord God of heaven and earth,
you revealed your onlyͲbego@en Son to
every naon
by the guidance of a star.
Bless this house
and all who inhabit it.
Fill them(us)with the light of Christ,
that their(our)concern for others may reﬂect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.


R/.Amen.

May Christ Jesus dwell with us,
keep us from all harm,
and make us one in mind and heart,
now and forever.
R/.Amen.
It is preferable to end the celebra on with a
suitable song, for example, “O Come, All Ye
Faithful” or “We Three Kings.”










This Weekend: December 22nd & 23rd : 


SAT:

December 22: Vigil Fourth Sunday
In Advent
Vito Gesualdi (1st Anniv.)
Req. by: Family

4:00

SUN:

December 23: Fourth Sunday
In Advent
Angelo & Mamie Carlino 
(Christmas Rem.)
Req. by: Family 

Lena A. Mansolillo (2nd Anniv.)
Req. by: Family

8:30

10:30

MON:
4:00
MON:

TUE:
9:00

WED:
8:00
THU:
8:00

December 24:Christmas Eve
Tommy Caramante
Req. by: Family

December 24: Midnight Mass
Happy Birthday Jesus!
Req. by: Linda Corrente & Tom Kowal
December 25: The Nativity Of the Lord
(Christmas)
Our Lady of Grace Memorial Society
Linda Vendetti 
Req. by: Family
December 26: 
No Mass

December 27: 
No Mass
December 28: 
Alberto & Angelina Parisi (46th Anniv.)
Req. by: Son John, &
DaughterinLaw CarolAnne

8:00

SAT:

December 29 Vigil The Holy Family
Of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Mary & Pasquale Civetti
Req. by: Son, Richard

4:00

SUN:
8:30
10:30





December 30: The Holy Family
Of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Anthony, Lucy, Frank & Joseph DiOrio 
Req. by: Daughter & Sister Lucille

Lucille Zoglio
Req. by: Family


Lectors:
4:00 K. Richards  
8:30 R. Cola
10:30 L. Mansolillo 

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00
P. Williams, E Cabral, 
A.& C Colannino
8:30
M.S. Andreozzi, S. Cabral, 
J.& J. Mancini
10:30
S. Mansolillo, P.& T. Ucci, 
G. Marciano

Altar Servers:
4:00
N. Williams, A. Soprano 
8:30
A.&C. DiSanto

10:30
K.&K. Bonetti, 



Christmas 12/2425: 

Lectors:
4:00
J. Burley 
Midnight
S. Lemoi 
9:00 Christmas Day
P. Gondreau


Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00
J.&J Mancini, 
R. Ventetuolo. P Leoncavallo 
Midnight
S. Lemoi, R. Cola
9:00 Christmas Day
S. Cabral, J. LaSandra, 
G. Marciano, R. Poli
Altar Servers:

4:00
G&I Halliwell
Midnight
R. Cola
9:00 Christmas Day
J. Grossi, J. Clark




December 2930, 2018: 

Lectors:
4:00  L. Florio
8:30
J. Raposa
10:30
M. English 

Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion:
4:00
C. Richard, J&J Mancini, A. Broccoli
8:30
M.S. Andreozzi, B. Rivelli, D. Buffi, R.
Cola

10:30
R. Poli, G. Marciano, J. LaSalandra, P.
Williams

Altar Servers:
4:00
N. Broccoli, C. Ferranti  

8:30
G&I Halliwell

10:30
N. Williams, A. Vendetti

