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Catholic Church�

A Parish of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of 

Providence 

PASTOR 

Rev. Peter J. Gower 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Mrs. Joanne Burley 

 

Building Superintendent�

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 

Office Administration  

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

CONNECT 

PHONE (401) 231-2220 

FAX (401) 231-3905 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

You can find us on 

Facebook and 

Instagram 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday Mass 

at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Rosary  

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m. 

15 George Waterman Road, Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 
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A NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM  

OUR PASTOR 

 

As I write this week’s pastor’s column, I cannot help but reflect on 

my Christmas with my OLG family. I can say with the most heartfelt 

joy and love that I could not be prouder of the family of faith of 

which I am humbled to have the awesome opportunity to serve. I 

wish to extend my utmost gratitude and thanks: from all those who 

gave of their time this Christmas to decorate our beautiful church, 

our young people who enhanced and made the 4 p.m. Christmas Mass 

so special, our music ministry, our servers, lectors, ushers, Eucharis-

tic ministers to those who gathered with us possibly for the first 

time or decided to come home to celebrate with us. 

Your witness, your example and your faith has been and will always 

be an inspiration to me as we seek to deepen and grow our faith to-

gether. 

On the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God this New Year’s Day, not 

only does our celebration speak to our hearts of her role as mother 

and as the very first tabernacle but it also expresses and celebrates 

her role as first and foremost a disciple of her Son. In fact, her very 

first words in the gospel of Luke were her response to the angel Ga-

briel at the Annunciation: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done unto me according to your word.” And while she was 

the very first disciple, she was also the very first contemplative as 

there was no way she could have fully known all of the implications 

of her Fiat (her “Yes!”). Still, her response was not mindless, as we 

hear: “She kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 

Those of us today who strive to be disciples of Jesus can learn much 

from reflecting on the discipleship of Mary. This reflection can be the 

deepest form of prayer. This reflection can speak to our sincere grati-

tude for the blessings of our faith. This reflection can assist us in 

letting God’s word penetrate and get inside of us. 

When we do that, the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, will 

seek us out, wrap us up in the mantle of her maternal love and com-

fort us as any mother would do. Then she will clean us off, freshen us 

up and lead us to her Son. Finally, she will present us to her Son and 

let Jesus also embrace us with His healing and love so we may hear 

those blessed words, “Well done my good and faithful servant, enter 

into the joy of your master’s house.” “Hail Mary Full of grace the Lord 

is with thee, Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit 

of your womb. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 

and at the hour of death. Amen.” May God bless you and protect you 

& your families throughout this New Year. 
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Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

 

Saturday December 28, 2019  

 4:00 pm— Mary Civetti (27th Anni-

versary) and Pasquale Civetti (11th an-

niversary) by Son Richard and Family 

 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 

 8:30 am– Lucille Zoglio (3rd Anni-

versary) by Family 

 

 10:30 am– Marie Cornachione 

(10th Anniversary) by Family 

  

Monday, December 30, 2019 

 8:00 am– Albert Parisi (47th Anni-

versary) and Angelina Parisi (40th Anni-

versary) by Son John and Daughter in 

Law Carol Ann 

  

Tuesday December 31, 2019 

 4:00 pm– For the health of all the 

members of our parish 

 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

 9:00 am— For all the members of 

our parish who passed peacefully into 

Heaven this year. 

 

Friday, January 3, 2020 

 There will be no Mass this Friday. 

 

Remembering loved ones  . . . 

 

The new year will be upon us soon. We have a 

number of ways to remember a loved one here 

at Our Lady of Grace (whether they have 

passed, celebrating a birthday, an anniversary, 

for the sick or elderly, or for your grandchil-

dren, even a Mass of Thanksgiving.) 

 

You can schedule a Mass Intention for any of 

the reasons listed above. Weekend Mass Inten-

tions are $25.00. Weekday Mass Intentions are 

$15.00. Weekday Masses are celebrated Monday

-Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 am. Altar Breads 

and Sanctuary Lamps are $25.00 each and 

Church Bells are $10.00 (you may have the bells 

rung for someone in the evening at 7pm.) We 

also celebrate a community Mass once a month 

and you can have someone’s name included in 

this Mass for $10.00. 

 

All of the above intentions will be referenced in 

the parish bulletin on the date the remem-

brance is made. Please call Mary Mancini at the 

Parish Office to schedule a Mass Intention. 

Holy Name Society—The Society of the 

Holy Name, formally known as the Con-

fraternity of the Most Holy Name of 

God and Jesus, is the Roman Catholic 

confraternity of the laity. If you are a 

male parish member and would like to 

join HNS, please contact Lou Mansolillo 

or join us at a meeting. We meet every 

3rd Wednesday of the month at 7pm in 

the Church hall.   

 

St. Anne Sodality -St. Anne Sodality is a 

group of women in our parish who di-

rect their efforts to the spiritual for-

mation of their members.  

 

BAKE SALE THANK YOU 

 

 The women on the St. Anne Sodal-

ity Bake Sale Committee, Carolyn 

Najmowicz and AnnMarie Patriarca 

wish to thank everyone who baked for 

our Second Annual Bake Sale which was 

held  on the weekend of November 23th 

and 24th. 

 So many of our cakes, etc., were 

donated by our parishioners to whom 

we put out a call to help, and with your 

usual generosity and with a kind heart, 

you came through for us. Please know 

that we are extremely grateful to you 

and to our members as we lend support 

to our parish financially and spiritually. 

 PS . . . I have been trying to learn 

who the person is who donated the 

Cherry Nut Cake since it was excellent 

and I would love the recipe! Seems like 

a mystery right now, so if it was you, 

please call me at (401) 451-0359. 

Thank you, 

Fran. 

_____________________________ 

20/20 Club  

 

Joe Quartino has the annual 20/20 club 

tickets and they are available before 

and after all weekend Masses. 

_____________________________ 

 

PASTA & POLENTA DINNER 

Our annual Pasta & Polenta Dinner will 

take place on Saturday, January 25, 

2020. Mark your calendars now as this 

is a favorite parish event! Information 

regarding tickets will be available soon. 

_____________________________ 
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Calendar of Events 

 

Sunday, December 29  

 Please remember there will be no 

CCD Classes 

 

Sunday, January 5  

 CCD Classes at 9 am & ending after 

10:30 am Mass 

 

Saturday, January 11  

 Confirmation Retreat-Church Hall 9 

am—3 pm 

 

Sunday, January 12  

 CCD Classes at 9 am & ending after 

10:30 am Mass 

 

Wednesday, January 22 

 Holy Name meeting at 7pm 

 

Saturday, January 25 

 Pasta & Polenta Dinner 

 

Sunday, February 2 

 Superbowl Tailgate Party 

 

Monday, February 3 

 RCIA in the Church Hall 

 

Winter Recess for CCD classes begins on 

January 18, 2020. 

__________________________________ 

The Potential of Online Giving 

 

In general, about 60% of churchgoers 

already prefer to give electronically, 

while growth in online giving is ex-

pected to increase 176% within the 

next ten years. Our Lady of Grace 

website allows you to electronically 

make all your donations. If you need 

help with online giving, please call our 

parish office for assistance. �

__________________________________ 

Parish Finance Council 

 

The Finance Council advises and as-

sists Father Gower in fiscal areas. 

 

Our Lady of Grace Council Members 

�

Debbie Buffi Jeni Mansolillo 

Jim Parisi  Sue Mansolillo 

Tom Kowal Ken Rawlinson 

Tom Ucci  Christine Daneault 

 

Trustees 

Jeff Mancini Paul Gondreau 

 

Auditors 

Lauren Florio Missie DeFusco 

 

__________________________________ 

Food Pantry 

 

 Here at Our Lady of Grace, our 

parishioners donate food and on oc-

casion, other items for families in 

need. If you need a helping hand,  

contact the parish office to make ar-

rangements to visit our food pantry. 

(231-2220) 

 

 CHRISTMAS THANK YOU 

 

A special thank you to Tom Kowal and Linda 

Corrente for sponsoring the “Santa Letter 

Writing and Gingerbread Cookie Decorating” 

activity held in Fioretti Hall on Saturday, De-

cember 14th. About 25 youngsters gathered 

to decorate gingerbread cookies and to write 

letters to Santa Claus. Santa Claus came to 

visit and had pictures taken with the fami-

lies. We played Bingo, pinned the nose on the 

Snowman and had some sticker fun. Of 

course there were also snacks involved. 

Thank you to Tom and Linda for allowing our 

youngsters to have some great Christmas 

fun. We also thank James, the owner of the 

Bread Boss Bakery for his generous donation 

of the gingerbread cookies and the decorating 

supplies that went along with them. We hope 

you all had a Merry Christmas and we wish 

you a very Happy New Year! 
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Welcome! Our parish is a community of believers and a spiritual family that is 

supportive and loving. Please know that you can connect with us by telephone, 

e-mail, at any mass, or by stopping by our rectory. We look forward to an-

swering any of your questions. We encourage all parishioners to connect with 

us and one another and we look forward to seeing everyone in the life of the 

parish.  If you or a loved one is celebrating a birthday, an anniversary, or a birth, 

please call the rectory so we can share your joy with our parish family in our 

weekly bulletin. You can also connect with us on Facebook and Instagram 

Parish Ministries 

Would you like to deepen your rela-

tionship with God? Are you looking to 

connect with others and form new 

friendships? Would you like to grow in 

your faith and love of others? Do you 

want an opportunity to serve others 

as Jesus did? Our Lady of Grace Parish 

has a Ministry for you! Where do you 

feel called to serve? We would love to 

discuss this with you. Please call us! 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

“Shawls . . . made for centuries, uni-

versal, an embracing symbol of an in-

clusive, unconditionally loving God. 

They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give 

solace, mother, hug, shelter and beau-

tify. Those who have received these 

shawls have been uplifted and af-

firmed, as if given wings to fly above 

their troubles  . . .”  

 

Music Ministry 

Music Ministry is one of the most vital 

ministries in the church and should be 

viewed as a sacred office. Discovering 

your call begins with a desire to be 

used by God to impact the Church and 

the World around you. 

Care of the Sick  

Please call the parish office to ar-

range for home communion visits. 

Intentions can be offered during any 

mass for those that are ill. 

 

Sacrament of Marriage  

Engaged couples should contact  

Father Gower before making other 

wedding arrangements. Couples are 

required to attend a Pre-Cana con-

ference, or equivalent pre-marriage 

preparation program. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Congratulations! The Sacrament of 

Baptism is often called “The door of 

the Church,” because it is the first 

of seven sacraments in priority. 

Once baptized, a person becomes a 

member of the Church. Parents de-

siring to share their faith through 

baptism with their children are en-

couraged to call the parish office.  

 

Funeral Planning 

Planning a funeral can be an ex-

tremely stressful and emotional 

time. Making the process as smooth 

as possible is what we do here, at 

OLG. Fran DiBiasio will guide you 

through the funeral mass process 

and help you make choices for read-

ings, prayers and hymns. It is also a 

time for family members to partici-

pate and we encourage their part in 

the mass. Please call Fran DiBiasio 

at the parish office to assist you in 

the funeral mass process. 

 

Stronger Together Religious Education  

As parents, you are the primary edu-

cators of your children. We aim to 

complement your responsibility as 

Christian parents to teach and raise 

your children in the faith. We provide 

support and encouragement as you 

seek to fulfill this important responsi-

bility. For all Religious Education mat-

ters, contact Joanne Burley at the 

parish office. 
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CATHOLIC KID’S CORNER REFLECTIONS FROM THE POPE 

 In his reflections, Pope Francis 

said that the Church often feels the 

joy and duty of praising God with the 

words of the hymn, which, through 

“the joy of thanksgiving” allows one 

to recognize the loving presence of 

God throughout history. 

 He also stressed the im-

portance of community, saying that 

this individual prayer of praise and 

thanksgiving must also be 

“reinforced” by the company of the 

entire people of God, “who in unison 

make their song of thanksgiving 

heard.” 

 The Pope also pointed to the 

many acts of love and solidarity that 

were shown this year and which 

filled each day, “even if they didn’t 

make the news!” Such acts of love 

and goodness “cannot and must not 

be obscured by the arrogance of evil. 

Good always wins, even if in some 

moments it appears weak and hid-

den.” 

 

“View from the Pew” by George W. Reilly 

New Year and the Church 

 

As Catholics, we follow a liturgical “new year” and, as citizens, a calendar new year. The first Sunday of Ad-

vent was the start of another annual church liturgical cycle, another “new year,” if you will. And, the more 

traditional New Year’s Day for us is, of course, January 1, but it was not always so. 

For most of human history, a “third New Year” started in the spring and not in mid-winter. The first record 

of a civilization celebrating the beginning of a new year was in Mesopotamia around the year 2000 BC. It 

seemed logical to them to start the year in mid-March, which was the time of the spring equinox. Warming 

up…nature awakens…spring planting…why not? 

The early Romans began their year in March since their calendar only had ten months. In 153 BC, the Ro-

mans added two months before March and started celebrating the new year at the beginning of January, 

which was named for their two-faced god Janus. Most, however, still celebrated new year at the start of 

March. 

The earliest traditions of the Roman church, however, are that the first of January was celebrated as a 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God. Around the seventh century this ancient tradition faded out and January 1 

became the day that Jesus’s naming and circumcision was commemorated. In 1582, Pope Gregory’s 

“Gregorian calendar” reform restored January 1 as New Year’s Day and was celebrated as the Feast of the 

Circumcision of Christ because, according to Luke 2:21, it was on the eighth day after his birth that he was 

circumcised. This feast is sometimes also called the Feast of the Naming of Jesus or the Holy Name of Jesus. 

No wonder we have had all these different names for January 1. My childhood years were always about it 

being called the circumcision on January 1. How strange, I thought to myself. 

In Pope John XXIII’s 1960 revision of the church calendar, all mention of the circumcision of Jesus was re-

moved and January 1 was called simply the Octave of the Nativity. Further, the 1969 revision of the liturgi-

cal calendar established January 1 as “the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, and the commemora-

tion of the Most Holy Name of Jesus. ”So, here we are now joining the rest of the world, having a drink, pos-

sibly champagne or other appropriate adult beverage, and looking forward with hope while watching some 

fireworks and counting down to midnight as we watch New York’s Times Square revelers welcome the New 

Year.  Happy New Year to us all at OLG! 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Bring it, 2020 

Here are some points to consider if we focus, before all else, on pleasing God in the New 

Year, the Catholic way: 

 

 ·  Never forget that you are God’s individual creation and therefore a gift He has 

  bestowed on the world. Be humbled by the fact that He certainly has you in the 

  palm of His hand. Without Him you are nothing. 

 ·  Be happy with who and what you are. God made you and loves you. If you feel 

  you need to change to please Him, you can do it. Just ask for His help. 

 ·  The choices you make are your responsibility. Sometimes our choices hurt us. 

  Embrace them, learn from them and move on. Thank God for the experience. 

 ·  Sometimes NOT getting what you want or what you think you need is a bless-

  ing. If  you trust God, you will thank Him. When “one door closes another opens.” 

 ·  Always count your blessings, not your troubles. 

 ·  Always do your best. The “best” is all God expects from each of us. 

 ·  You can make it through whatever comes along. Grace will be there, but it  

  only comes one day at a time. Don’t fret about the future. 

 ·  Prayer is the most powerful of weapons and can be your greatest ally in all  

  diversity. 

 ·  Don’t take things too seriously, especially yourself. 

 ·  The key to happiness is to give of yourself, not to “get’ for yourself. 

 ·  Miracles happen; you are one — I am one — we all are one. 

 ·  Temptation is everywhere. It is okay to say “NO.” 

 ·  Finally, never fail to help a neighbor, whoever it may be, even a stranger. 

 

 We all will experience “highs and lows” during the coming year. As Catholics, we have 

the armor of the Church to shield us and the angels and saints to help us fight our battles 

with the evil one. 

 St. Michael the Archangel will always “defend us in battle.” St. Anthony will help us 

find lost items. St. Jude will help us through seemingly impossible barricades. Good St. Joseph 

is ready to help us, and especially to help all men be good fathers and husbands. St. Monica 

will help moms and St. Dymphna will help those experiencing emotional difficulties or suffer-

ing from Alzheimer’s disease. And, of course, the Blessed Virgin Mary is always there for all of 

us. 

 Virtually every day of the calendar year honors a particular saint, and that saint is es-

pecially inspiring with certain needs — such as St. Padre Pio who is the patron of adolescents 

and volunteers, or St. Maximilian Kolbe, martyred in the Holocaust, who is the patron of drug 

addicts. Help is always available when you are Catholic. 

 Lastly, we have in place for our salvation the most beautiful thing this side of heaven: 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We can actually be at the foot of the Cross and then witness 

the resurrection. Yes, that’s what is happening at Mass. It is there for all of us every day if 

we so CHOOSE. Then there are the sacraments, always available to build us up and restore us 

up and restore us to where we should be, especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 Yes—being Catholic is very cool. We even have the Rosary. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR, 2020 – “No Fear” 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
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Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 www.grassolaw.net  jgrasso@grassolaw.net
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or 508-336-5600

we
recycle

dependable roll-off service

 944-3920
	 2141-R	Plainfield	Pike	
 Johnston

commercial - residential - industrial

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926

Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Berarducci Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

401-751-5000 
185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
28 Grove Street, Providence
Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB
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ATWOOD
FLORIST

1041 Atwood Ave. Johnston, RI 02919

(401) 274-7300
www.atwoodflorist.com“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com


