
�

 �

January 12,  2020                                    THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD            

15 George Waterman Road, Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220 Facsimile (401) 231-3905 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 

 

 

PASTOR 

Rev. Peter J. Gower 

 

Religious Education 

Mrs. Joanne Burley 

 

Building Superintendent 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 

Office Administration 

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 

 

CONNECT WITH US 

 

Website 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

Social Media 

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Rosary  

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

The Baptism of the Lord 

 After all the people had been baptized and 

Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, 

heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended 

upon Him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22 

 Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of the 

Christmas Season and the beginning of Ordinary 

Time. It’s a feast of transition from Jesus’ hidden 

life to that of His public ministry. It also echoes 

the theme of the Epiphany in that the Baptism of 

the Lord is another manifestation announcing Je-

sus’ divinity to all of His first followers and to 

the disciples of John the Baptist. 

 First of all, it needs to be pointed out that 

Jesus did not need the baptism of John. John was 

baptizing as a call to and sign of interior repent-

ance. Jesus had no need to repent. But, nonethe-

less, He comes to John. John resists at first but 

Jesus insists. Why did He receive baptism? 

 First, by accepting the baptism of John, 

Jesus affirms all that John has said and done and 

affirms his sacred role of preparing the way for 

Jesus and for a new era of grace. Therefore, the 

Baptism of Jesus acts as a bridge between the Old 

Testament prophets (of which John was the last) 

and the New Testament era of grace and truth. 

 Second, it has been said that when Jesus 

entered the waters of baptism, He was not bap-

tized by the waters, rather, His Baptism was one 

in which all the created waters of this world 

were, in a sense, “baptized” by Him. By entering 

into the waters, Jesus sanctified water and 

poured forth His grace making all water the fu-

ture source of salvation. 

 Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an epipha-

ny. It was a moment of manifestation. As He 

emerged from the waters, “Heaven was opened, 

and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from Heaven, 

‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased.’” This manifestation of the sonship and 

divinity of Jesus took place in a physical, audible 

and visible form so that all present would know, 

without question, that Jesus was the Son of the 

Father. Thus, His baptism is a way in which the 

Father introduced His Son and His Son’s mission 

to the world. 

 As we prepare to begin Ordinary Time, re-

flect, today, upon these words of the Father at 

the Baptism of Jesus. Hear the Father speaking to 

you about the divinity of His Son. Turn your eyes 

to Jesus and prepare yourself to follow Him and 

to heed every word He speaks. He was sent into 

this world to draw us to the Father, allow Him to 

fulfill that mission in your own life. 

 Lord, I believe that You are the Son of the 

Eternal Father and the Savior of the World. I be-

lieve that You have brought about a new era of 

grace and truth and that I am called to follow 

You wherever You lead. As we begin this liturgical 

season of Ordinary Time, may it be a time of ex-

traordinary grace in which I daily heed Your voice. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

 

 

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

 

Saturday January 11, 2020  

 4:00 pm—Peter & Mary Giampaoli 

& Mirella Giampaoli by Family 

 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 

 8:30 am– For the deceased mem-

bers of our Parish 

 

 10:30 am– Dr. and Mrs. Russo by 

Family 

 

Monday, January 13, 2020 

 8:00 am– For the health of all 

the members of our Parish 

 

Tuesday January 14, 2020 

 8:00 am– For the children study-

ing religious education in our Parish 

 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

 8:00 am— Jane Gower  

(Anniversary Remembrance) 

 

Friday, January 17, 2020 

 8:00 am– For the intentions of 

the Pope 

 

Remembering loved ones  . . . 

We have a number of ways to remember a 

loved one here at Our Lady of Grace (whether 

they have passed, celebrating a birthday, an 

anniversary, for the sick or elderly, or for your 

grandchildren, even a Mass of Thanksgiving.) 

 

You can schedule a Mass Intention for any of 

the reasons listed above. Weekend Mass In-

tentions are $25.00. Weekday Mass Intentions 

are $15.00. Weekday Masses are celebrated 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 

8:00 am. Altar Breads and Sanctuary Lamps are 

$25.00 and Church Bells are $10.00 (you may 

have the bells rung for someone in the even-

ing at 7pm.) We also celebrate a community 

Mass once a month and you can have 

someone’s name included in this Mass for 

$10.00. 

 

All of the above intentions will be referenced 

in the parish bulletin on the date the remem-

brance is made. Please call Mary Mancini at 

the Parish Office to schedule a Mass Inten-

tion. 
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“View from the Pew” by George W. Reilly 

 

 Steve Jobs was the co-founder, Chair-

man and CEO of Apple Corporation who died 

a billionaire in 2011, at age 56, after losing 

his battle with pancreatic cancer. He posted 

the following observations just prior to his 

death when he knew it was imminent. This is 

an excerpt from Jobs’ final essay called “The 

World's Six Best Doctors.”  

 "I reached the pinnacle of success in 

the business world. In some others' eyes, my 

life is the epitome of success. However, aside 

from work, I have little joy. In the end, my 

wealth is only a fact of life that I am accus-

tomed to. At this moment, lying on my bed 

and recalling my life, I realize that all the 

recognition and wealth that I took so much 

pride in have paled and become meaningless 

in the face of my death.   

 You can employ someone to drive the 

car for you, make money for you but you 

cannot have someone suffer your sickness 

for you. Material things lost can be found or 

replaced. But there is one thing that can 

never be found when it's lost - Life. Which-

ever stage in life you are in right now, with 

time, you will face the day when the curtain 

comes down.  

 Treasure love for your family, love for 

your spouse, love for your friends. Treat 

yourself well and cherish others. As we grow 

older, and, hopefully wiser, we realize that a 

$300 or a $30 watch both tell the same time. 

You will realize that your true inner happi-

ness does not come from the material things 

of this world. Whether you fly first class or 

economy, if the plane goes down, you go 

down with it.  

 Therefore, I hope you realize, when you 

have mates, buddies and old friends, brothers 

and sisters who you chat with, laugh with, 

talk with, sing with and talk about heaven 

and earth, that is true happiness!  

 Don't educate your children to be rich. 

Educate them to be happy. So when they 

grow up, they will know the value of things 

and not the prices. Eat your food as your 

medicine, otherwise you will have to eat 

medicine as your food.  

 There is a big difference between a hu-

man being and being human. Only a few real-

ly understand it. You are loved when you are 

born. You will be loved when you die. In be-

tween, you have to manage!  

 The six best doctors in the world are 

sunlight, rest, exercise, diet, self-confidence 

and friends. Maintain them in all stages and 

enjoy a healthy life."  

 Good advice for us all as we start the 

year 2020.   
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Holy Name Society 

 The Society of the Holy Name, for-

mally known as the Confraternity of 

the Most Holy Name of God and Jesus, 

is the Roman Catholic confraternity of 

the laity. If you are a male parish mem-

ber and would like to join HNS, please 

contact Lou Mansolillo or join us at a 

meeting. We meet every 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7pm in the Church 

hall.   

 

St. Anne Sodality  

 St. Anne Sodality is a group of 

women in our parish who direct their 

efforts to the spiritual formation of 

their members. If you are a female par-

ish member and would like to join the 

St. Anne Sodality, please contact Fran 

DiBiasio.  

 

_____________________________ 

 

Club 100 

Joe Quartino has the annual Club 100 

tickets. They are available before and 

after all weekend Masses. As you know, 

the Club has a weekly drawing for a 

cash prize of $100.00. The drawings 

begin on February 1, 2020 and last for 

25 weeks. Additionally, cash prizes are 

drawn during the Dinner held at  

Lancellotta’s in North Providence on 

June 19, 2020. First and Second Club 

prizes are $500.00, Third and Fourth 

Club prizes are $200.00 and Fifth and 

Sixth Club prizes are $100.00. We still 

have tickets for sale!  

_____________________________ 

 

PASTA & POLENTA DINNER 

Our annual Pasta & Polenta Dinner will 

take place on Saturday, January 25, 

2020. Mark your calendars now as this 

is a favorite parish event! Joe Andreozzi 

will have tickets for sale before and  

after all weekend Masses. Joe will have 

some great raffle items at the dinner! 

Tickets are only $10.00 

___________________________ 

 

SUPERBOWL TAILGATE PARTY 

Our Superbowl Tailgate Party will take 

place on Sunday, February 2, 2020. De-

tails to follow. Mark your calendars 

now! 
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Calendar of Events 

 

Wednesday, January 22 

 Holy Name meeting at 7 pm in Fioretti 

Hall 

Saturday, January 25 

 Pasta & Polenta Dinner 5 pm in Fioretti 

Hall 

Sunday, February 2 

 Superbowl Tailgate Party in Fioretti Hall 

Monday, February 3 

 RCIA from 7:30-8:15 pm in Fioretti Hall 

Monday, February 10 

 RCIA from 7:30-8:15 pm in Fioretti Hall 

Wednesday, February 26 

 Ash Wednesday. Masses will be held at 

8:00 am, 12:00 Noon and 7:00 pm 

Sunday, March 1 

 Religious Education for grades 1-8 re-

sumes at 9 am and ends after 10:30 am Mass 

Tuesday, March 3 

 - Life Line Screening in Fioretti Hall 

 - St. Anne Sodality meeting 

Sunday, March 29 

 The Sacrament of Confirmation– 10:30 

am Mass 

Sunday, April 5 

 Palm Sunday 

Thursday, April 9 

 Holy Thursday 

Friday, April 10 

 Good Friday 

Saturday, April 11 

 Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 12 

 Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 19 

 First Holy Communion—10:30 am Mass 

Friday, June 19 

 Club 100 Dinner at Lancellotta’s in 

North Providence 

 

Winter Recess for CCD classes begins on 

January 18, 2020. 

 

__________________________________ 

 

Parish Finance Council 

 

The Finance Council advises and as-

sists Father Gower in fiscal areas. 

 

Our Lady of Grace Council Members 

�

Debbie Buffi Jeni Mansolillo 

Jim Parisi  Sue Mansolillo 

Tom Kowal Ken Rawlinson 

Tom Ucci  Christine Daneault 

 

Trustees 

Jeff Mancini Paul Gondreau 

 

Auditors 

Lauren Florio Missie DeFusco 

 

__________________________________ 

Food Pantry 

 

 Here at Our Lady of Grace, our 

parishioners donate food and on occa-

sion, other items for families in need. 

If you need a helping hand, contact the 

parish office to make arrangements to 

visit our food pantry. (231-2220) 

 If you wish to donate food to the 

pantry, please leave your food dona-

tions inside the entry to the Church. 

Thank you! 

 

Weekend Collections  

 

 

Christmas Collection 2019 

 

Weekly Collection  $3,564.00 

Total Weekly  $3,564.00 

 

 

Weekend of December 29, 2019 

 

Weekly Collection $3,605.00 

Online Giving  $390.00 

Total Weekly  $3,995.00 

 

 

__________________________________ 

The Potential of Online Giving 

 

In general, about 60% of churchgoers 

already prefer to give electronically, 

while growth in online giving is ex-

pected to increase 176% within the 

next ten years. The Our Lady of Grace 

website allows you to electronically 

make all your donations weekly, 

monthly or specific giving times like 

Christmas, during Lent and Easter, 

etc. You won’t need to write checks 

or bring a budget to church with 

cash. If you need help with online giv-

ing, please call our parish office for 

assistance. �

__________________________________ 
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Our Lady of Grace Church - Our Parish 
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Welcome! Our parish is a community of believers and a spiritual family that is 

supportive and loving. Please know that you can connect with us by telephone, 

e-mail, at any Mass, or by stopping by our rectory. We look forward to an-

swering any of your questions. We encourage all parishioners to connect with 

us and one another and we look forward to seeing everyone in the life of the 

parish.  If you or a loved one is celebrating a birthday, an anniversary, or a birth, 

please call the rectory so we can share your joy with our parish family in our 

weekly bulletin. You can also connect with us on Facebook and Instagram 

Parish Ministries 

Would you like to deepen your rela-

tionship with God? Are you looking to 

connect with others and form new 

friendships? Would you like to grow in 

your faith and love of others? Do you 

want an opportunity to serve others 

as Jesus did? Our Lady of Grace Parish 

has a Ministry for you! Where do you 

feel called to serve? We would love to 

discuss this with you. Please call us! 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

“Shawls . . . made for centuries, uni-

versal, an embracing symbol of an in-

clusive, unconditionally loving God. 

They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give 

solace, mother, hug, shelter and beau-

tify. Those who have received these 

shawls have been uplifted and af-

firmed, as if given wings to fly above 

their troubles  . . .”  

 

Music Ministry 

Music Ministry is one of the most vital 

ministries in the church and should be 

viewed as a sacred office. Discovering 

your call begins with a desire to be 

used by God to impact the Church and 

the World around you. 

Care of the Sick  

Please call the parish office to ar-

range for home communion visits. 

Intentions can be offered during any 

Mass for those that are ill. 

 

Sacrament of Marriage  

Engaged couples should contact  

Father Gower before making other 

wedding arrangements. Couples are 

required to attend a Pre-Cana con-

ference, or equivalent pre-marriage 

preparation program. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Congratulations! The Sacrament of 

Baptism is often called “The door of 

the Church,” because it is the first 

of seven sacraments in priority. 

Once baptized, a person becomes a 

member of the Church. Parents de-

siring to share their faith through 

baptism with their children are en-

couraged to call the parish office.  

 

Funeral Planning 

Planning a funeral can be an ex-

tremely stressful and emotional 

time. Making the process as smooth 

as possible is what we do here, at 

OLG. Fran DiBiasio will guide you 

through the funeral Mass process 

and help you make choices for read-

ings, prayers and hymns. It is also a 

time for family members to partici-

pate and we encourage their part in 

the Mass. Please call Fran DiBiasio  

to assist you in the funeral Mass 

process. 

 

Stronger Together Religious Education  

As parents, you are the primary edu-

cators of your children. We aim to 

complement your responsibility as 

Christian parents to teach and raise 

your children in the faith. We provide 

support and encouragement as you 

seek to fulfill this important responsi-

bility. For all Religious Education mat-

ters, contact Joanne Burley at the 

parish office. 
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CATHOLIC KID’S CORNER 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE VATICAN 

  

 During the Pope’s Mass cele-

brating the Epiphany of the Lord, Pope 

Francis expressed that faith demands 

worship.  

 Pope Francis prayed that at the 

start of the new year, we might 

“discover anew that faith demands wor-

ship”. Adoration, he said, “means putting 

the Lord at the center, not ourselves”. He 

explained that worship means “making 

space for God’s plan”, realizing that we 

belong with God, and “being able to 

speak to Him freely and intimately”. 

Worship, the Pope said, means discover-

ing that, “in order to pray, it is enough 

to say ‘My Lord and my God’ and to allow 

ourselves to be pervaded by His tender 

love”  

 The Pope said that "worship is an 

act of love that changes our lives". Alt-

hough we have some idea of what it 

means to pray, he said "the Church must 

go even further with the prayer of ado-

ration, we have to grow in adoration. It 

is a wisdom that we must learn each 

day".   

St. Anne Sodality 2019 “12 Days of Christmas” Raffle Winners 

   December 26, 2019    Dennis Ventetuolo     $500.00 

 

   December 27, 2019    Ginny Squizzero     $100.00 

 

   December 28, 2019    Giulianna Mardo     $100.00 

 

   December 29, 2019    Rita Poli      $200.00 

 

   December 30, 2019    William Calise      $100.00 

 

   December 31, 2019 Dolores Bresette  $100.00 

 

   January 1, 2020  Joseph Falvo   $100.00 

 

   January 2, 2020  RoseMarie Addessi  $200.00 

 

   January 3, 2020  Lena/Pino’s Hair Studio  $100.00 

 

   January 4, 2020  Jean Gesualdi   $100.00 

 

   January 5, 2020  Debbie Skomen   $100.00 

 

   January 6, 2020  Allison Vinacco   $500.00 

 A very heartfelt thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for our annual 12 Days of Christmas Card Raffle. 

Also, congratulations to all the winners! It’s the perfect gift at Christmas time and everyone loves it, especially the win-

ners! I especially want to thank the Sodality members who volunteer to sell the cards at all the Masses through the 

Christmas season—Carolyn, Angela, Ruth, Debbie, Elaine, Anna, Cynthia, Pat, Sue and Pam. I also want to remind you that 

the Sodality won’t be meeting until Tuesday, March 3, 2020.  - Fran 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We hope you will jump aboard and 

join us for the ROCKY RAILWAY  

VACATION BIBLE CAMP this summer! 

Bible Camp will run from June 29, 

2020 through July 3, 2020. more de-

tails to follow in future bulletins! 

___________________________ 

 

Please join us in wishing our  

Religious Education Director,  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, a very Happy  

Birthday on Sunday,  

January 12th! 

____________________________________ 
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SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Saint Anthony The Great   Saint Hilary of Poitiers       

 

 

Monday, January 13th-St. Hilary of Poitiers 

St. Hilary of Poitiers was Bishop of Poiters (Poiters is a city on the Clain River in west-

central France) and is a Doctor of the Church. He was sometimes referred to as the “Hammer 

of the Arians” and the “Athanasius of the West.” His name comes from the Latin word for 

happy or cheerful. In addition to his important work as Bishop, Hilary was the father of Abra 

of Poitiers (a nun and saint who became known for her charity) and was married. From his 

writing, St. Hilary’s symbol came to be three books and a quill. Hilary is known as the pre-

eminent Latin writer of the 4th century (before Ambrose). Augustine of Hippo called him “the 

illustrious doctor of the churches”, and his works continued to be influential in later centu-

ries. 

 

Friday, January 17th-St. Anthony the Great 

St. Anthony, or Antony, was a Christian monk from Egypt, revered since his death, as a Saint. 

He is distinguished from other saints named Anthony by various epithets of his own, namely, 

Anthony the Great. For his importance among the Desert Fathers and to all later Christian 

monasticism, he is also known as the Father of All Monks. Anthony is appealed to against in-

fectious diseases, particularly skin diseases. In the past, many such afflictions, including er-

gotism, erysipelas and shingles, were referred to as St. Anthony’s fire. He maintained a strict 

diet of only bread, salt and water and never ate meat or drank wine. He ate at most once a 

day and sometimes fasted through two or four days. 

____________________________________________ 
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Faithful Departed 

 

 Grant eternal rest to Ralph Lettieri, Charles 

Mansolillo, Michael T. DiBenedetto, Anna Pauline Ricci, 

Elaine M. Ricci and Robert E. Farland, who were recent-

ly buried from our church.  

 We thank the families of the late Thomas L. 

Ucci and Viola LaBelle for choosing the Our Lady of 

Grace Memorial Society as a lasting remembrance. 

 

Our Lady of Grace Church Memorial Society 

 The fund was established to be a permanent 

endowment for the operation of the parish. The prin-

ciple will not be spent, but rather, only the interest it 

generates. As a member, the deceased will have his/her 

name and date of death inscribed on our Memorial 

Wall. For as long as the parish exists, Mass will be of-

fered for Memorial Society members on Easter, Moth-

er’s Day, Father’s Day, the Feast of Maria SS. Della Dif-

esa, the Feast of All Souls and Christmas. Membership 

requires that the funeral notice/obituary shall read 

“Contributions to Our Lady of Grace Church Memorial 

Fund will be greatly appreciated.” (No other charity 

may be named.) Parishioners are encouraged to con-

sider the Memorial Fund when preparing their Last 

Will and Testament.  

 

Please patronize those establishments that you see on the 

back of the bulletin. Their participation makes the printing 

of our bulletin possible. Also, when you use one of our ad-

vertisers, please let them know that you appreciate their 

support.  

________________________________________________ 

Annual Collection 

Our Annual Collection continues. This 

collection is the single largest source 

of income for our Parish each year and 

is essential for us to maintain our par-

ish properties, programs and meet our 

financial obligations. If you have al-

ready made a donation to the Annual 

Collection we are humbled and over-

whelmed by your generous support. If 

you have any questions or need infor-

mation on how to make a donation, 

please call our parish office. May God 

bless you with peace! 
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