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January 19,  2020                                    2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     

15 George Waterman Road, Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220 Facsimile (401) 231-3905 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 

 

 

PASTOR 

Rev. Peter J. Gower 

 

Religious Education 

Mrs. Joanne Burley 

 

Building Superintendent 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 

Office Administration 

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 

 

CONNECT WITH US 

 

Website 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

Social Media 

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Rosary  

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

�

Ordinary Time refers to parts of the calendar of 

the Catholic Church that are unimportant. Even 

though the season of Ordinary Time makes up 

most of the liturgical year in the Catholic Church, 

the fact that Ordinary Time refers to those peri-

ods that fall outside of the major liturgical sea-

sons reinforces this impression. Yet Ordinary Time 

is far from unimportant or uninteresting. 

Why Is Ordinary Time Called Ordinary? 

Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not because it 

is common but simply because the weeks of Ordi-

nary Time are numbered. The numbered weeks of 

Ordinary Time, in fact, represent the ordered life 

of the Church—the period in which we live our 

lives neither in feasting (as in the Christmas and 

Easter seasons) or in more severe penance (as in 

Advent and Lent), but in watchfulness and expec-

tation of the Second Coming of Christ. It's appro-

priate, therefore, that the Gospel for the Second 

Sunday of Ordinary Time (which is actually the 

first Sunday celebrated in Ordinary Time) always 

features either John the Baptist's acknowledg-

ment of Christ as the Lamb of God or Christ's 

first miracle—the transformation of water into 

wine at the wedding at Cana. Thus for Catholics, 

Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which 

Christ, the Lamb of God, walks among us and 

transforms our lives. There's nothing "ordinary" 

about that! 

Why is Green the Color of Ordinary Time? 

Green vestments and altar cloths have tradition-

ally been associated with the time after Pente-

cost, the period in which the church founded by 

the risen Christ and enlivened by the Holy Spirit 

began to grow. 

When is Ordinary Time? 

Ordinary Time refers to all of those parts of the 

Catholic Church's liturgical year that aren't in-

cluded in the major seasons of Advent, Christmas, 

Lent, and Easter. Ordinary Time thus encom-

passes two different periods in the Church's cal-

endar, since the Christmas season immediately 

follows Advent, and the Easter season immedi-

ately follows Lent. 

Why is There No First Sunday in Ordinary Time? 

In most years, the Sunday after January 6 is the 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In countries 

such as the United States, however, where the 

celebration of Epiphany is transferred to Sunday 

if that Sunday is January 7 or 8, Epiphany is cele-

brated instead. As feasts of our Lord, both the 

Baptism of the Lord and Epiphany displace a Sun-

day in Ordinary Time. Thus the first Sunday in the 

period of Ordinary Time is the Sunday that falls 

after the first week of Ordinary Time, which 

makes it the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time. 

Why is There No Ordinary Time in the Traditional 

Calendar and How Many Sundays Are There in Ordi-

nary Time? 

Ordinary Time is a feature of the Current (post-

Vatican II) liturgical calendar. The Sundays of Or-

dinary Time are referred to as the Sundays after 

Epiphany and the Sundays after Pentecost. In any 

given year there are either 33 or 34 Sundays in 

Ordinary Time. 

 

Father Peter 

 

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

 

Saturday January 18, 2020  

 4:00 pm— John Ginolfi (Birthday 

Remembrance) by Linda and Vincent 

Castaldi 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 

 8:30 am– Bernardino Marraffino 

by Family   

 

 10:30 am– Michael and Angelina 

Capobianco and sons Louis & Michael 

by the Peter Lombardi Family 

 

Monday, January 20, 2020 

 8:00 am– Prayers for the Men 

and Women in all branches of our 

armed services. 

 

Tuesday January 21, 2020 

 8:00 am– For the children study-

ing religious education in our Parish 

 

Wednesday, January 22, 2020 

 8:00 am— For all those couples 

preparing for Marriage 

 

Friday, January 24, 2020 

 8:00 am– Special Intentions in 

Honor of the Madonna 

 

Remembering loved ones  . . . 

We have a number of ways to remember a 

loved one here at Our Lady of Grace (whether 

they have passed, celebrating a birthday, an 

anniversary, for the sick or elderly, or for your 

grandchildren, even a Mass of Thanksgiving.) 

 

You can schedule a Mass Intention for any of 

the reasons listed above. Weekend Mass In-

tentions are $25.00. Weekday Mass Intentions 

are $15.00. Weekday Masses are celebrated 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 

8:00 am. Altar Breads and Sanctuary Lamps are 

$25.00 and Church Bells are $10.00 (you may 

have the bells rung for someone in the even-

ing at 7pm.) We also celebrate a community 

Mass once a month and you can have 

someone’s name included in this Mass for 

$10.00. 

 

All of the above intentions will be referenced 

in the parish bulletin on the date the remem-

brance is made. Please call Mary Mancini at 

the Parish Office to schedule a Mass Inten-

tion. 
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“View from the Pew” by George W. Reilly 

 

 Why Do Catholics Pray the Rosary? 

Catholics pray the rosary because it is a pow-

erful prayer to God, through His mother, Mary, 

as a means of asking God for a special favor, 

such as helping a loved one recover from an ill-

ness or to thank God for blessings received. 

Praying the rosary has been a tradition in the 

Church for a long time. Its origin is a bit fuzzy 

but, throughout Church history, many popes 

and saints have highly recommended that we 

pray the rosary. 

In various apparitions, Mary has appeared hold-

ing a rosary and has asked that we continue to 

pray this prayer. She always leads us to her 

Son, and presents our needs before Him. Prayer 

is about developing our relationship with God, 

and loving Him more, so it makes sense to get 

to know Him through the events of the life of 

Christ that we meditate on during the rosary. 

When we pray the Rosary, we reflect on some 

of the most epic moments in Jesus’s life. There 

are the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glori-

ous mysteries. You pray mysteries for each of 

the five sections or decades of the rosary ac-

cording to the day of the week (Joyful on Mon-

day and Saturday, Sorrowful on Tuesday and 

Friday, Glorious on Wednesday and Sunday and, 

on Thursdays, the Luminous Mysteries (added 

by Pope John Paul II in 2002). 

The Annunciation, for example, is quite mo-

mentous. That was Mary’s moment when her 

“Yes” to become the mother of God changed 

the world. Imagine the courage that required. 

What would have happened if Mary had said 

“No”? There are 20 of these moments in the dif-

ferent mysteries of the Rosary which is why 

there is much we can learn from them. 

Praying the Rosary helps us look at who we are 

and challenges us to become a better version of 

ourselves. We become intimately familiar with 

the better person we know we can be--a better 

friend, parent, spouse, employer/employee, a 

better citizen of our country and member of 

the human family.�

Now do not expect that you will pray the Ro-

sary once and find perfect peace and happiness. 

It requires a habit. It may be something you 

pray every Wednesday night or perhaps once a 

month on the first Friday of each month. It 

may be something you feel called to do every 

day. The point is, praying the Rosary is an in-

credible prayer that can change your life if you 

make it a spiritual habit. 

Holy Name Society 

 The Society of the Holy Name, for-

mally known as the Confraternity of 

the Most Holy Name of God and Jesus, 

is the Roman Catholic confraternity of 

the laity. If you are a male parish mem-

ber and would like to join HNS, please 

contact Lou Mansolillo or join us at a 

meeting. We meet every 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7pm in the Church 

hall.   

 

St. Anne Sodality  

 St. Anne Sodality is a group of 

women in our parish who direct their 

efforts to the spiritual formation of 

their members. If you are a female par-

ish member and would like to join the 

St. Anne Sodality, please contact Fran 

DiBiasio.  

 

_____________________________ 

 

Club 100 

 

Joe Quartino has the annual Club 100 

tickets. They are available before and 

after all weekend Masses. As you know, 

the Club has a weekly drawing for a 

cash prize of $100.00. The drawings 

begin in February and last for 25 weeks. 

Cash prizes are drawn during the Din-

ner on June 19, 2020. 

_____________________________ 

 

PASTA & POLENTA DINNER 

 

Our annual Pasta & Polenta Dinner will 

take place on Saturday, January 25, 

2020. Joe Andreozzi will have tickets for 

sale before and after all weekend Mass-

es. Joe will have some great raffle 

items at the dinner! Tickets are only 

$10.00 

___________________________ 

 

SUPERBOWL TAILGATE PARTY 

 

Our Superbowl Tailgate party will take 

place on Sunday, February 2, 2020. Tick-

ets are only $10.00 and we will have 

some great raffle items! As you all 

know, we serve lots of delicious food. 

Come watch the game with your fellow 

parishioners!  
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Calendar of Events 

Wednesday, January 22 

 Holy Name meeting at 7 pm in Fioretti 

Hall 

Saturday, January 25 

 Pasta & Polenta Dinner 5 pm in Fioretti 

Hall 

Sunday, February 2 

 Superbowl Tailgate Party in Fioretti Hall 

Monday, February 3 

 RCIA from 7:30-8:15 pm in Fioretti Hall 

Monday, February 10 

 RCIA from 7:30-8:15 pm in Fioretti Hall 

Wednesday, February 26 

 Ash Wednesday. Masses will be held at 

8:00 am, 12:00 Noon and 7:00 pm 

Sunday, March 1 

 Religious Education for grades 1-8 resumes 

at 9 am and ends after 10:30 am Mass 

Tuesday, March 3 

 - Life Line Screening in Fioretti Hall 

 - St. Anne Sodality meeting 7pm  

Saturday, March 21 

 St Joseph’s Day Dinner & Dance—Fioretti 

Hall 5 pm 

Sunday, March 29 

 The Sacrament of Confirmation– 10:30 am 

Mass 

Sunday, April 5 

 Palm Sunday 

Thursday, April 9 

 Holy Thursday 

Friday, April 10 

 Good Friday 

Saturday, April 11 

 Holy Saturday 

Sunday, April 12 

 Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 19 

 First Holy Communion—10:30 am Mass 

Monday, May 11 

 Our Lady of Grace Annual Golf Tournament 

at the Rhode Island County Club  

Friday, June 19 

 Club 100 Dinner at Lancellotta’s in North 

Providence 

 

CCD Classes are currently in Winter recess. Classes 

resume on Sunday, March 1, 2020 

__________________________________ 

Parish Finance Council 

 

The Finance Council advises and as-

sists Father Gower in fiscal areas. 

 

Our Lady of Grace Council Members 

�

Debbie Buffi Jeni Mansolillo 

Jim Parisi  Sue Mansolillo 

Tom Kowal Ken Rawlinson 

Tom Ucci  Christine Daneault 

 

Trustees 

Jeff Mancini Paul Gondreau 

 

Auditors 

Lauren Florio Missie DeFusco 

 

__________________________________ 

Food Pantry 

 

 Here at Our Lady of Grace, our 

parishioners donate food and on occa-

sion, other items for families in need. 

If you need a helping hand, contact the 

parish office to make arrangements to 

visit our food pantry. (231-2220) 

 If you wish to donate food to the 

pantry, please leave your food dona-

tions inside the entry to the Church. 

Thank you! 

 

Weekend Collections  

 

 

Weekend of January 5, 2020 

 

Weekly Collection $3,605.00 

Online Giving  $  515.00 

Total Weekly  $4,120.00 

 

 

__________________________________ 

The Potential of Online Giving 

 

In general, about 60% of churchgoers 

already prefer to give electronically, 

while growth in online giving is ex-

pected to increase 176% within the 

next ten years. The Our Lady of Grace 

website allows you to electronically 

make all your donations weekly, 

monthly or specific giving times like 

Christmas, during Lent and Easter, 

etc. You won’t need to write checks 

or bring a budget to church with 

cash. If you need help with online giv-

ing, please call our parish office for 

assistance. �

__________________________________ 

 

“Grace is not part of consciousness; it is 

the amount of light in our souls, not 

knowledge nor reason. “  

    Pope Francis 
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Our Lady of Grace Church - Our Parish 
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Welcome! Our parish is a community of believers and a spiritual family that is 

supportive and loving. Please know that you can connect with us by telephone, 

e-mail, at any Mass, or by stopping by our rectory. We look forward to an-

swering any of your questions. We encourage all parishioners to connect with 

us and one another and we look forward to seeing everyone in the life of the 

parish.  If you or a loved one is celebrating a birthday, an anniversary, or a birth, 

please call the rectory so we can share your joy with our parish family in our 

weekly bulletin. You can also connect with us on Facebook and Instagram 

Parish Ministries 

Would you like to deepen your rela-

tionship with God? Are you looking to 

connect with others and form new 

friendships? Would you like to grow in 

your faith and love of others? Do you 

want an opportunity to serve others 

as Jesus did? Our Lady of Grace Parish 

has a Ministry for you! Where do you 

feel called to serve? We would love to 

discuss this with you. Please call us! 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

“Shawls . . . made for centuries, uni-

versal, an embracing symbol of an in-

clusive, unconditionally loving God. 

They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give 

solace, mother, hug, shelter and beau-

tify. Those who have received these 

shawls have been uplifted and af-

firmed, as if given wings to fly above 

their troubles  . . .”  

 

Music Ministry 

Music Ministry is one of the most vital 

ministries in the church and should be 

viewed as a sacred office. Discovering 

your call begins with a desire to be 

used by God to impact the Church and 

the World around you. 

Care of the Sick  

Please call the parish office to ar-

range for home communion visits. 

Intentions can be offered during any 

Mass for those that are ill. 

 

Sacrament of Marriage  

Engaged couples should contact  

Father Gower before making other 

wedding arrangements. Couples are 

required to attend a Pre-Cana con-

ference, or equivalent pre-marriage 

preparation program. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Congratulations! The Sacrament of 

Baptism is often called “The door of 

the Church,” because it is the first 

of seven sacraments in priority. 

Once baptized, a person becomes a 

member of the Church. Parents de-

siring to share their faith through 

baptism with their children are en-

couraged to call the parish office.  

 

Funeral Planning 

Planning a funeral can be an ex-

tremely stressful and emotional 

time. Making the process as smooth 

as possible is what we do here, at 

OLG. Fran DiBiasio will guide you 

through the funeral Mass process 

and help you make choices for read-

ings, prayers and hymns. It is also a 

time for family members to partici-

pate and we encourage their part in 

the Mass. Please call Fran DiBiasio  

to assist you in the funeral Mass 

process. 

 

Stronger Together Religious Education  

As parents, you are the primary edu-

cators of your children. We aim to 

complement your responsibility as 

Christian parents to teach and raise 

your children in the faith. We provide 

support and encouragement as you 

seek to fulfill this important responsi-

bility. For all Religious Education mat-

ters, contact Joanne Burley at the 

parish office. 
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CATHOLIC KID’S CORNER 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE VATICAN 

     

 The Pope explained that Jesus 

fulfills His mission in the world 

with a style that goes against 

the spirit of the world: “This is 

the attitude of the meek, and 

this is what Jesus teaches us 

with His humility, His meekness: 

the attitude of simplicity, of re-

spect, of moderation and hid-

denness, which is also required 

of the Lord’s disciples today.” 

      

Unfortunately, he said, many 

people boast about being the 

Lord’s disciples; and these are 

not good disciples of the Lord. 

Rather, “the good disciple is the 

humble one, the meek one, the 

one who does good” without 

making a show of it. Christians 

are called, he said, “to go out 

and meet others always propos-

ing, not imposing, giving testi-

mony, sharing real life with peo-

ple.” 

      

WHAT’S COMING UP AT OUR LADY OF GRACE 

 We have lots of events coming up and we want you to mark your calendars 

now! 

 Saturday, January 25, 2020–Pasta & Polenta $10.00— Fioretti Hall 

 Sunday, February 2, 2020—Superbowl Tailgate Party $5.00—Fioretti Hall 

 Saturday, March 21, 2020—St Joseph’s Day Dinner & Dance— Fioretti Hall 

 Monday, May 11, 2020—Annual Golf Tournament at RI County Club 

  

 Additionally, we are in the planning stages for our annual Primavera Event 

in Fioretti Hall. It’s a Parish favorite event and we all look forward to it every 

year!  

 Our bulletin will be bursting with information regarding each of these 

events over the next several weeks. Of course, if you have any questions, you 

can call the Parish Office.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Saint Agnes     Saint Francis de Sales  

     

Tuesday, January 21—Saint Agnes 

According to tradition, Agnes was a member of the Roman nobility, raised in an early Christian family. 

She suffered martyrdom at the age of 12 or 13 during the reign of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. A beau-

tiful young girl, Agnes had many suitors of high rank, and the young men, slighted by her resolute devo-

tion to religious purity, submitted her name to the authorities as a follower of Christianity. The Prefect 

Sempronius condemned Agnes to be dragged naked through the streets to a brothel. In one account, as 

she prayed, her hair grew and covered her body. The son of the prefect was struck dead but revived after 

she prayed for him.  She was put to trial where she was sentenced to death. She was led out, bound to a 

stake, but the wood would not burn, or the flames parted away from her, whereupon the officer in charge 

of the troops drew his sword and beheaded her.  Agnes was venerated as a saint at least as early as the 

time of St. Ambrose. Agnes’ bones are conserved beneath the high altar in the Church of Saint’Agnese 

fuori le mura in Rome, built over a catacomb that housed her tomb. Her skull is preserved in a separate 

chapel in the church of Saint’Agnese in Agone in Rome’s Piazza Navona. Because of the legend around her 

martyrdom, she is patron saint of those seeking chastity and purity. She is also the patron saint of young 

girls. Keats’ poem, “The Eve of Saint Agnes” immortalizes superstitions surrounding Saint Agnes’ Eve. 

 

Friday, January 24—Saint Francis de Sales 

Francis de Sales went to a Jesuit institution in Paris to study rhetoric and humanities. As a nobleman, he 

was accompanied by his servant and a priest tutor. To please his father, he took lessons in gentlemanly 

pursuits. He has been described as intelligent and handsome but somewhat reserved and quiet, a welcome 

guest in the homes of the nobility. After attending a theological discussion about predestination, he was 

convinced of his damnation to hell and a personal crisis of despair resulted. This despair made him physi-

cally ill and even bedridden for a time. He consecrated himself to the Blessed Virgin Mary and decided to 

dedicate his life to God with a vow of chastity. This faithful devotion to God not only expelled his doubts 

but also influenced the rest of his life and teachings. Sales completed his studies at the University of Pad-

ua in Italy and made up his mind to become a priest. Later he was appointed Coadjutor Bishop of Geneva 

and eventually consecrated as Bishop of Geneva. It has been said that while Sales was on the south shore 

of Lake Geneva, St. Francis of Assisi appeared to him and said “You desire martyrdom, just as I once 

longed for it. But, like me, you will not obtain it. You will have to become an instrument of your own 

martyrdom.” Sales motto became “He who preaches with Love, preaches effectively.” Sales was known as 

the Gentlemen Saint because of his patience and gentleness. He was buried in the Church of the Monas-

tery of the Visitation of the Annecy which he had co-founded. The remains were venerated there until the 

French Revolution. De Sales’ heart was kept in Lyon, in response to popular demand. In 1923 Pope Pius XI pro-

claimed him a patron of writers and journalist. 

____________________________________________ 
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 We hope you will jump aboard and 

join us for the Rocky Railway Vacation  

Bible Camp this summer! 

Bible Camp will run from June 29, 2020 

through July 3, 2020. More details to follow 

in future bulletins!��

Annual Collection 

 Our Annual Collection continues. 

This collection is the single largest source 

of income for our Parish each year and is 

essential for us to maintain our parish 

properties, programs and meet our finan-

cial obligations.   

 If you have already made a donation 

to the Annual Collection we are humbled 

and overwhelmed by your generous sup-

port. If you have any questions or need in-

formation on how to make a donation, 

please call our parish office. May God bless 

you with peace! 
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