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Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday &
Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Saturday at 3:00 p.m.
Holy Rosary
Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
Confessions
Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m.



From the Pastor’s Desk
Blessing of the Throats

Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebastea and a
doctor. The first known record of the saint's life
comes from the medical writings of Aëtius Amidenus, where he is recorded as helping with patients suffering from objects stuck in their
throat. Many of the miraculous aspects of St.
Blaise's life are written of 400 years after his martyrdom in the "Acts of St. Blaise."
Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer then,
eventually, became a "physician of souls." He then
retired to a cave, where he remained in prayer.
People often turned to Saint Blaise for healing
miracles.
In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser
Armenia, Agricola, arrested then-bishop Blaise for
being a Christian. On their way to the jail, a
woman set her only son, who was chocking to
death on a fish bone, at his feet.
Blaise cured the child, and though Agricola was
amazed, he could not get Blaise to renounce his
faith. Therefore, Agricola beat Blaise with a stick
and tore at his flesh with iron combs before beheading him. In another tale, Blaise was being led
to the prison in Sebastea, and on the way came
across a poor old woman whose pig had been stolen by a wolf. Blaise commanded the wolf return
the pig, which it did -alive and uninjured - to the
amazement of all.
When he reached Sebastea, the woman came to
him and brought two fine wax candles in an attempt to dispel the gloom of his darkened cell.
In the Middle Ages, Blaise became quite popular
and his legend as a beast tamer spread. He was
then referred to as the "saint of the wild beast."
Many German churches are dedicated to Saint
Blaise, sometimes called Saint Blasius. In Great
Britain, the village of St. Blazey got its name from
Saint Blaise, and a church dedicated to the saint
can be found in Decon hamlet of Haccombe, near
Newton Abbot.
There is a Saint Blaise's Well in Kent, and the water is believed to have medicinal properties. A
Blessing of the Throats ceremony is held every
February 3 at Saint Etheldreda's Church in London
and Balve, Germany.
A Catholic middle school was named after Saint
Blaise in Bradford, West Yorkshire. The name was
decided upon when the link between Bradford and
the woolen industry was connected to the way St.
Blaise was martyred: with woolcomb.
Saint Blaise is often depicted holding two crossed
candles in his hand, or in a cave with wild animals. He is also often shown with steel combs.
The similarity of the steel combs and the wool
combs made a large contribution to Saint Blaise' s
leadership as the patron saint of wood combers
and the wool trade.
Father Peter



Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions
Saturday January 25, 2020
4:00 pm— Anna Carbone
(Birthday Remembrance) by Family
Sunday, January 26, 2020
8:30 am– Betty & Anthony
Antoscia (Anniversary); John & Marie
Raposa (Anniversary); Shirley Dipippo,
Loretta Iudicianni, Ben Marcoccio by
Pat and John Raposa
10:30 am– Michael and Angelina
Capobianco and sons Louis & Michael
Capobianco by Family
Monday, January 27, 2020
8:00 am– Prayers for the Men
and Women in all branches of our
armed services.
Tuesday January 28, 2020
8:00 am– Irene S. Roberts (44th
Anniversary Memorial) by Family
Wednesday, January 29, 2020
8:00 am— Marie Costabile by
Family
Friday, January 31, 2020
8:00 am– For all the members of
our Parish that passed this month.
Remembering loved ones . . .

We have a number of ways to remember a
loved one here at Our Lady of Grace (whether
they have passed, celebrating a birthday, an
anniversary, for the sick or elderly, or for your
grandchildren, even a Mass of Thanksgiving.)
You can schedule a Mass Intention for any of
the reasons listed above. Weekend Mass Intentions are $25.00. Weekday Mass Intentions
are $15.00. Weekday Masses are celebrated
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at
8:00 am. Altar Breads and Sanctuary Lamps are
$25.00 and Church Bells are $10.00 (you may
have the bells rung for someone in the evening at 7pm.) We also celebrate a community
Mass once a month and you can have
someone’s name included in this Mass for
$10.00.
All of the above intentions will be referenced
in the parish bulletin on the date the remembrance is made. Please call Mary Mancini at
the Parish Office to schedule a Mass Intention.


Holy Name Society
The Society of the Holy Name, formally known as the Confraternity of
This column will go away for several
the Most Holy Name of God and Jesus,
weeks while my wife and I spend some time
is the Roman Catholic confraternity of
in the Sunshine State to get away from the
the laity. If you are a male parish memharsh reality of snow, ice and cold wind that
ber and would like to join HNS, please
is so common at this time in New England.
contact Lou Mansolillo or join us at a
Before I go, I wanted to leave you with a set
meeting. We meet every 3rd Wednesday
of questions you might want to roll around
in your brain and I will pick up on them when of each month at 7pm in the Church
I return. Also, I will leave you with excerpts
hall.

“View from the Pew” by George W. Reilly

from a column entitled “If I Had My Life to
Live Over” by the famous and funny writer
Erma Bombeck who died on April 3, 1996, at
age 69, from complications resulting from a
kidney transplant 19 days earlier.
First, some questions to ponder:

When you die, do you know where you
will go? Do you know what you need to do to
live forever? Do you know why you believe
what you do? If what you believe is not true,
would you want to know it? Why wait until
the eleventh hour and risk an unexpected
death?
“If I Had My Life To Live Over” by Erma
Bombeck I would have talked less and listened more. I would have invited friends over
to dinner even if the carpet was stained and
the sofa faded. I would have eaten the popcorn in the 'good' living room and worried
much less about the dirt when someone
wanted to light a fire in the fireplace. I
would have taken the time to listen to my
grandfather ramble about his youth. I would
have sat on the lawn with my children and
not worried about grass stains. I would have
cried and laughed less while watching television and more while watching life. I would
have shared more of the responsibility carried by my husband. I would have gone to bed
when I was sick instead of pretending the
earth would go into a holding pattern if I
weren't there for the day. Instead of wishing
away nine months of pregnancy, I'd have
cherished every moment and realized that
the wonderment growing inside me was the
only chance in life to assist God in a miracle.
When my kids kissed me impetuously, I
would never have said, "Later. Now go get
washed up for dinner." There would have
been more "I love you's" and more "I'm sorry's"
But mostly, given another shot at life, I
would seize every minute...look at it and really see it ... live it ... and never give it back.



St. Anne Sodality
St. Anne Sodality is a group of
women in our parish who direct their
efforts to the spiritual formation of
their members. If you are a female parish member and would like to join the
St. Anne Sodality, please contact Fran
DiBiasio.
_____________________________
Club 100
Joe Quartino has the annual Club
100 tickets. They are available before
and after all weekend Masses. As you
know, the Club has a weekly drawing
for a cash prize of $100.00. The drawings begin in February and last for 25
weeks. Cash prizes are drawn during
the Dinner on June 19, 2020.
_____________________________
SUPERBOWL TAILGATE PARTY
Our Superbowl Tailgate party will
take place on Sunday, February 2, 2020.
Tickets are only $10.00 and we will
have some great raffle items! As you all
know, we serve lots of delicious food.
Come watch the game with your fellow
parishioners!
_____________________________
March 21, 2020 is our annual St.
Joseph’s Day Dinner & Dance! Tickets
will be on sale soon. We have a great
dinner, delicious deserts, DJ Music
(dancing is always a great part of this
event) and our beautiful St. Joseph’s
Table. Tickets are only $10.00.


Calendar of Events
Sunday, February 2
Superbowl Tailgate Party in Fioretti
Hall
Monday, February 3
RCIA from 7:30-8:15 pm in Fioretti Hall
Monday, February 10
RCIA from 7:30-8:15 pm in Fioretti Hall
Wednesday, February 26
Ash Wednesday. Masses will be held at
8:00 am, 12:00 Noon and 7:00 pm
Sunday, March 1
Religious Education for grades 1-8 resumes at 9 am and ends after 10:30 am Mass
Tuesday, March 3
- Life Line Screening in Fioretti Hall
- St. Anne Sodality meeting 7pm
Saturday, March 21
St Joseph’s Day Dinner & Dance—
Fioretti Hall 5 pm
Sunday, March 29
The Sacrament of Confirmation– 10:30
am Mass
Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday
Thursday, April 9
Holy Thursday
Friday, April 10
Good Friday
Saturday, April 11
Holy Saturday
Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 19
First Holy Communion—10:30 am Mass
Monday, May 11
Our Lady of Grace Annual Golf Tournament at the Rhode Island County Club
Sunday, May 17
11th Annual PRIMAVERA!
Friday, June 19
Club 100 Dinner at Lancellotta’s in
North Providence

__________________________________
Food Pantry
Here at Our Lady of Grace, our
parishioners donate food and on occasion, other items for families in need.
If you need a helping hand, contact the
parish office to make arrangements to
visit our food pantry. (231-2220)
If you wish to donate food to the
pantry, please leave your food donations inside the entry to the Church.
Thank you!



Parish Finance Council
The Finance Council advises and assists Father Gower in fiscal areas.
Our Lady of Grace Council Members


Debbie Buffi
Jim Parisi
Tom Kowal
Tom Ucci

Jeni Mansolillo
Sue Mansolillo
Ken Rawlinson
Christine Daneault

Jeff Mancini

Trustees
Paul Gondreau

Lauren Florio

Auditors
Missie DeFusco

__________________________________
Weekend Collections
Weekend of January 12, 2020
Weekly Collection
Online Giving
Total Weekly

$3,233.00
$150.00
$3,383.00

__________________________________
The Potential of Online Giving
In general, about 60% of churchgoers
already prefer to give electronically,
while growth in online giving is expected to increase 176% within the
next ten years. The Our Lady of Grace
website allows you to electronically
make all your donations weekly,
monthly or specific giving times like
Christmas, during Lent and Easter,
etc. You won’t need to write checks
or bring a budget to church with
cash. If you need help with online giving, please call our parish office for
assistance.

__________________________________
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of
life; whoever comes to me shall not
hunger, and whoever believes in me
shall never thirst. John 6:35



Our Lady of Grace Church - Our Parish

Welcome! Our parish is a community of believers and a spiritual family that is
supportive and loving. Please know that you can connect with us by telephone,
e-mail, at any Mass, or by stopping by our rectory. We look forward to answering any of your questions. We encourage all parishioners to connect with
us and one another and we look forward to seeing everyone in the life of the
parish. If you or a loved one is celebrating a birthday, an anniversary, or a birth,
please call the rectory so we can share your joy with our parish family in our
weekly bulletin. You can also connect with us on Facebook and Instagram
Parish Ministries
Would you like to deepen your relationship with God? Are you looking to
connect with others and form new
friendships? Would you like to grow in
your faith and love of others? Do you
want an opportunity to serve others
as Jesus did? Our Lady of Grace Parish
has a Ministry for you! Where do you
feel called to serve? We would love to
discuss this with you. Please call us!
Prayer Shawl Ministry
“Shawls . . . made for centuries, universal, an embracing symbol of an inclusive, unconditionally loving God.
They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give
solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify. Those who have received these
shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if given wings to fly above
their troubles . . .”
Music Ministry
Music Ministry is one of the most vital
ministries in the church and should be
viewed as a sacred office. Discovering
your call begins with a desire to be
used by God to impact the Church and
the World around you.

 Stronger Together Religious Education

As parents, you are the primary educators of your children. We aim to
 complement your responsibility as
Christian parents to teach and raise
your children in the faith. We provide
 support and encouragement as you
 seek to fulfill this important responsiFor all Religious Education mat bility.
ters, contact Joanne Burley at the
 parish office.





Care of the Sick
Please call the parish office to arrange for home communion visits.
Intentions can be offered during any
Mass for those that are ill.
Sacrament of Marriage
Engaged couples should contact
Father Gower before making other
wedding arrangements. Couples are
required to attend a Pre-Cana conference, or equivalent pre-marriage
preparation program.
Sacrament of Baptism
Congratulations! The Sacrament of
Baptism is often called “The door of
the Church,” because it is the first
of seven sacraments in priority.
Once baptized, a person becomes a
member of the Church. Parents desiring to share their faith through
baptism with their children are encouraged to call the parish office.
Funeral Planning
Planning a funeral can be an extremely stressful and emotional
time. Making the process as smooth
as possible is what we do here, at
OLG. Fran DiBiasio will guide you
through the funeral Mass process
and help you make choices for readings, prayers and hymns. It is also a
time for family members to participate and we encourage their part in
the Mass. Please call Fran DiBiasio
to assist you in the funeral Mass
process.


WHAT’S COMING UP AT OUR LADY OF GRACE
now!

We have lots of events coming up and we want you to mark your calendars
Sunday, February 2, 2020—Superbowl Tailgate Party $10.00—Fioretti Hall
Saturday, March 21, 2020—St Joseph’s Day Dinner & Dance $10.00

in Fioretti Hall
Monday, May 11, 2020—Annual Golf Tournament—Rhode Island Country Club
Sunday, May 17, 2020-11th Annual Primavera
Our bulletin will be bursting with information regarding each of these
events over the next several weeks. Of course, if you have any questions, you
can call the Parish Office.
____________________________________________________________________________________

“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand
and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for home.” Edith Sitwell.
____________________________________________________________________________________

CATHOLIC KID’S CORNER

REFLECTIONS FROM THE VATICAN

Life messages:
We need to live and die
like the Lamb of God. Live like a
lamb leading pure, innocent,
humble, selfless lives obeying
the Christ’s commandment of
love; appreciating the loving
providence and protecting care
of the Good Shepherd in His
Church; eating the Body and
drinking the Blood of the Good
Shepherd; and deriving spiritual
strength from his Holy Spirit
through the Sacraments and
prayers. Die like a sacrificial
lamb by sharing our blessings of
health, wealth and talents with
others in the family, parish and
community; bearing witness to
Christ in our illness, pain and
suffering; offering our suffering
for the salvation of souls and as
reparation for our sins and
those of others.



SAINTS OF THE WEEK





Saint Thomas Aquinas

Saint John Bosco

Tuesday, January 28—Saint Thomas Aquinas

Thomas Aquinas was an Italian, Dominican friar, philosopher, Catholic Priest and Doctor of the Church.
An immensely influential philosopher, theologian and jurist in the tradition of scholasticism, he is also
known within the latter as the Doctor Angelicus and the Doctor Communis. The name Aquinas identifies
his ancestral origins in the county of Aquino in present-day Lazio, Italy. He was the foremost classical
proponent of natural theology and the father of Thomism, of which he argued that reason is found in
God. His influence on Western thought is considerable, and much of modern philosophy developed or
opposed his ideas, particularly in the areas of ethics and political theory. The Catholic Church honors
Thomas Aquinas as a saint and regards him as the model teacher for those studying for the priesthood,
and indeed the highest expression of both natural reason and speculative theology. In modern times,
under papal directives, the study of his works was long used as a core of the required program of study
for those seeking ordination as priests or deacons, as well as for those in religious formation and for
other students of the sacred disciplines (philosophy, Catholic theology, church history, liturgy, and canon law.) For centuries, there have been recurring claims that Thomas had the ability to levitate. For
example, G.K. Chesterton wrote that, "His experiences included well-attested cases of levitation in ecstasy; and the Blessed Virgin appeared to him, comforting him with the welcome news that he would
never be a Bishop." Fifty years after Thomas's death, on 18 July 1323, Pope John XXII, seated in Avignon,
pronounced Thomas a saint. Thomas Aquinas identified the goal of human existence as union and eternal fellowship with God.

Friday, January 31—Saint John Bosco

John Bosco was popularly known as Don Bosco , an Italian Roman Catholic priest, educator, and writer
of the 19th century. While working in Turin, where the population suffered many of the ill-effects of
industrialization and urbanization, he dedicated his life to the betterment and education of street children and juvenile delinquents, and other disadvantaged youth. He developed teaching methods based on
love rather than punishment, a method that became known as the Salesian Preventive System. A follower of the spirituality and philosophy of Francis de Sales, Bosco was an ardent devotee of Mary,
mother of Jesus, under the title Mary Help of Christians. He later dedicated his works to De Sales when
he founded the Salesians of Don Bosco, based in Turin. Together with Maria Domenica Mazzarello, he
founded the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians, a religious congregation of nuns
dedicated to the care and education of poor girls. He taught Dominic Savio, of whom he wrote a biography that helped the young boy be canonized. Bosco established a network of organizations and centers to carry on his work. Following his beatification in 1929, he was canonized as a saint in the Roman Catholic Church by Pope Pius XI in 1934.

Annual Collection

We hope you will jump aboard and
join us for the Rocky Railway Vacation
Bible Camp this summer!
Bible Camp will run from June 29, 2020
through July 3, 2020. More details to follow
in future bulletins!



Our Annual Collection continues.
This collection is the single largest source
of income for our Parish each year and is
essential for us to maintain our parish
properties, programs and meet our financial obligations.
If you have already made a donation
to the Annual Collection we are humbled
and overwhelmed by your generous support. If you have any questions or need information on how to make a donation,
please call our parish office. May God bless
you with peace!

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

MICHELETTI

GRASSO LAW OFFICES

www.grassolaw.net
jgrasso@grassolaw.net
1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston

401-946-4500 or 508-336-5600

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

OIL SERVICE INC.

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI
421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore Assistant to the Director
Michael P. Tasca President • Susan M. Tasca Director

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055

987 Plainfield St., Johnston
michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI
www.michelettioil.com

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926
Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation

PHONE: 401-647-4900
Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed
Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

One Cherry Hill Rd. | Johnston, RI

THIS SPACE IS

OPEN HOUSE

Every Thursday 3-4pm
Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction
Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI
401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Harold Fera, President

401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Berarducci Funeral Home
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

dependable roll-off service

401-751-5000

2141-R Plainfield Pike
Johnston
commercial - residential - industrial

Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB

944-3920

185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
28 Grove Street, Providence

we
recycle

ATWOOD
FLORIST

1041 Atwood Ave. Johnston, RI 02919

(401) 274-7300

www.atwoodflorist.com

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”
ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

401-521-7318
QUALITY USED CARS
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.
WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

ROBBINS

FUNERAL HOME

Contact Mariana Silva-Buck to place an ad today!
msilva-buck@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6449

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Directors:
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan
2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence

231-9307

Our Lady of Grace, Johnston, RI

03-1238

