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From the Pastor’s Desk

“As edach one has received a gift, use (t to serve
one another ds good stewards of God’s varied
grace." 1 Peter 4:10

Sharing our gifts

As Catholics, we are encouraged to share what we
have with others, to respect our neighbors as our-
selves and to assist those less fortunate. We typi-
cally respond to this request when asked and pro-
ceed to go about our daily lives until the next re-

quest is heard.

What most individuals do not realize is that by
sharing of ourselves and helping those around us,
we are, in essence, practicing Christian steward-
ship. In fact, “stewardship” reaches far beyond
financial contributions and encourages Catholics
to live their lives as disciples of Jesus.

Equipped with this knowledge, we have the power
to change how we understand and live out our
lives, beginning a life-long process of sharing our
gifts of time, talent and treasure out of gratitude,
not out of obligation. Through Stewardship, we
live our baptismal promises and it becomes the
motivational force for our giving.

Catholic Charity Appeal schedule for Our Lady of
Grace 2020.

March 7 and 8 is Kickoff Weekend-Father Gower
will speak this weekend about the importance of
donating to the Catholic Charity Appeal (CCA).
Please take the time to consider the many bless-
ings that God has bestowed upon you and prayer-
fully consider what you can share in support of
our diocesan Church. You may make your dona-
tion online— givecentral.org/2020CCA. Please be
sure to indicate Our Lady of Grace as your parish
when donating securely online.

March 14 and 15 is Education Weekend-
Parishioners Mark Sales, Esq. and his wife, Colleen,
are the Our Lady of Grace Catholic Charity Appeal
Co-Chairs. We will hear from Mark about the im-
portance of donating to the CCA. We will also
view an educational video which will show us the
people directly affected by our donations. Next
weekend we will begin taking your donations to
the CCA.

March 21 and 22 is In Pew Weekend #1—- Because
our parish is our home, we prioritize taking care
of our family first. However, we must remember
the Diocese is our larger family. Today we ask you
to support your parish and your larger family.

You will find In-Pew pledge cards to assist you in
making your pledge or donation. You can return
them to us today.

March 28 and 29 is in Pew Weekend #2 If you were
unable to make a gift last weekend, there is still
time to join your fellow parishioners and make a
real difference in the lives of so many Rhode Is-
landers. In-pew pledge envelopes are available for
your donation or pledge.

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 29

4:00 pm- Michael Cerullo (50th
Anniversary) and Lillian Cerullo (23rd An-
hiversary) by Family

Sunday, March 1

8:30 am- Donald R. Palleschi by the
members of St. Anne Sodality

10:30 am- Louis DiBiasio and his
wife, Mary by Fran DiBiasio

Monday, March 2
12:05 pm —For those who are ill, in
nursing home or at home.

Tuesday, March 3

12:05 pm —For the Faithful Depart-
ed, especially the deceased members of
our families and friends.

Wednesday, March 4

12:05 pm —For our families, espe-
cially troubled families; that every family
will be a Holy Family where Jesus dwells.

Friday, March 6

6:00 pm —For religious women and
men who have followed Jesus in the Con-
secrated Life.

Saturday, March 7

4:00 pm— Anthony Spremulli and
Louise Spremulli Chiaramonte by Joe and
Eleanor

Sunday, March 8

8:30 am- Frances Grasso and
Maryann Cerrone by Joe Grasso and
Family

10:30 am- Louis Barletta by Wife
and Children

The Potential of Online Giving

More and more people are deciding to
switch over from weekly offertory envelopes
(your budget) to online giving. Sometimes we
forget our envelopes and only remember when
we get to church; sometimes we have to
make an extra stop for cash; and, sometimes
we are on vacation. Online giving makes eve-
rything easier for you and for the Church. You
can set your account up to give weekly or
monthly. It is easy to set up and easy to
change-at any time. Call the Parish Office and
we can walk you through the process.




Calendar of Events

Sunday, March 3

Life Line Screening in Fioretti Hall; and

St Ann Sodality meeting at 7pm

Sunday, March 8

CCD Classes at 9 am.

Sunday, March 15

CCD Classes at 9 am

Saturday, March 21

St Joseph’s Day Dinner & Dance—Fioretti Hall 5 pm
Sunday, March 22

CCD Classes at 9 am

Wednesday, March 25

Holy Name Meeting, Fioretti Hall 7pm

Sunday, March 29

CCD Classes at 9 am; and

The Sacrament of Confirmation— 10:30 am Mass
Sunday, April 11

OLG annual Easter Egg Hunt-10 am Festival Field (in
case of rain— Hunt will be held in Fioretti Hall)
Sunday, April 19

First Holy Communion—10:30 am Mass

Monday, May 11

Our Lady of Grace Annual Golf Tournament at the
Rhode Island County Club

Sunday, May 17

11th Annual PRIMAVERA!

Friday, June 26

Club 100 Dinner at Lancellotta’s in North Provi-
dence

Catholic Prayers for Lent

“. .. How much more did the grace of God and the
gracious gift of the one person Jesus Christ overflow
for the many.” Romans 5:15

God of Life, Jesus, lead me deeper. We hear today
that you hungered and thirsted in the desert for 40
days. We hear that you endured temptation. | am
humbled to know that | am one of the many for
whom your gift overflowed. It is difficult to enter
this desert time and face my innermost weaknesses.
Yet it is joyful to enter with you. You are life.

BUS TRIP TO ATLANTIC CITY

A Bus Trip to Atlantic City is in the works! The
trip is planned for April 26-28, 2020. You will depart
on the 26th at 8:00 am and return on 28th at 8:00
pm, departing and arriving from the back Church
parking lot.

The trip incudes 2 nights accommodations at
the Tropicana Casino Resort, $30.00 slot bonus, 2
comp food vouchers, and motor coach transportation
(driver tip included.)

Prices:

Double Occupancy
Triple Occupancy

Single Occupancy

$295.00 per person
$285.00 per person
$425.00 per person

Please call Joanne Burley at either (401) 231-
2220 x 2 or (401) 232-1585.

Weekend Collections Weekend of 2/23/20

Weekly Collection $3,819.00
Online Giving $ 295.00
Total Weekly $4,114.00

Lenten Mass Schedule

During Lent, Mass will be offered on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday at 12:05 pm rather
than &:00 am.

During Lent we will keep our regular Mass
schedule for the Weekends— Saturday at 4:00
pm and Sunday at 8:30 am and 10:30 am.

On Friday, March 6 at 6 pm we will offer Mass,
Stations of the Cross and Simple Supper (Fr.
Peter).

On Friday, March 13 at 6 pm we will offer
Mass, Stations of the Cross and Simple Supper
(St. Anne Sodality).

On Friday, March 20 at 6 pm we will offer
Stations of the Cross and Simple Supper
(Religious Education). No Mass.

On Friday, March 27 at 6 pm we will offer
Mass, Stations of the Cross and Simple Supper
(Holy Name Society).

On Friday, April 3 we will offer a Penance ser-
vice and Stations of the Cross only at 6pm.

Saturday, April 4 —Vigil of Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord, Mass offered at 4:00 pm.

Sunday, April 5—Palm Sunday of the Passion of

the Lord, Masses offered at 8:30 a m and
10:30 am.

The Sacred Paschal Tridium

Holy Thursday —Mass of the Lord’s Sup-
per at 7 pm.

Good Friday—Friday of the Passion of
the Lord —12 Noon—Living Stations of the
Cross presented by the Religious Education
Students. 7 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Pas-
sion.

Holy Saturday— Easter Vigil in the Holy
Night at 7:00 pm.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Masses are offered at 8:30 am and 10:30

am.



Lenten Devotions

“You are a hiding place for me,; you preserve me from trouble; you surround
me with glad cries of deliverance.” psalm 32:7

Life (s an increasing call to let go of desires, of success and accomplishment,
to give up the need to be in control, to die to the illusion of greatness. The joy and
peace that Jesus offers (s hidden in the descending way of the cross. There lie
hope, victory, and new life, but they are given to us where we are losing all.
“Those who lose their life will gain it.” “(Luke 9:24). (The Selfless Way of Christ, 64)

No one likes to feel out of control. In fact, for many of us, we take pride in
our ability to be ordered and organized, in control of our days. But no matter how
much we want to enforce order on our lives, inevitably, something happens and
we lose control.

Loss of control is hot something that jut happens to us; it is the inevitable
consedquence of living in a fallen world. In this season of Lent, we are reminded
that there is only one who is actually in control. Only God can give us the mean-
ing and the satisfaction in life that we all crave.

When we let God take over, we actually find that we don’t need to always
be in control. And then we also discover that we are truly free.

Merciful Father, help me to let go of myself and cling to you in my troubles.
Amen.

“The path to Easter demands that we renew our faces and hearts as Christians
through repentance, conversion and forgiveness, so as to live fully the abundant
grace of the paschal mystery.” Pope Francis

“Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, to shake us from our lethargy.”
Pope Francis



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION

Our religious education classes resumed today and we would like to take
this time to welcome back all of our students!

As you all know, the conferral of the Sacrament of Confirmation is sched-
uled for Sunday, March 29, 2020 at 10:30 am.

Additionally, on Sunday, April 19 at 10:30 am, our First Communion stu-
dents will receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion.

Below we offer you information relevant in the coming months to our reli-
gious education students.

OUR LADY OF GRACE CATHOLIC SCHOOL TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

With regard to the OLG Tuition Assistance program, the following polices have been developed
by our Finance Council-

1. Families requesting assistance must follow church law on fulfilling the “Sunday” obligation
to attend Mass. If the child lives with two parents who are Catholic, both parents must at-
tend. It should also be by way of exception only that a family attends Mass in a parish other
than Our Lady of Grace.

2. At least one parent should be involved in a parish sponsored event or activity. The child at-

tenciing Catholic school should also be involved in the life of the parish (serving at Mass,

etc.

Families must be regular contributors to the parish budget using the weekly envelopes or by

contributing on-line.

At least one parent must participate in the clean-up on the closing night of the Feast.

Your child should be prepared to receive their Sacraments in this parish.

According to Diocesan policy, you must file through F.A.C.T.S. in order to apply for assistance

from Our Lady of Grace.

AR

ROCKY RAILWAY VACATION BIBLE CAMP UPDATE .... CHANGE IN DATE!

A few people have mentioned that the original dates chosen for Vacation Bible Camp
might interfere with the traditional “first two weeks of July” vacation time. We have
changed the dates of the camp to July 13 through July 17, 2020, hoping that it will al-
low more young people to participate!

At Rocky Railway, small, mixed-age groups travel together through Sing & Play Ex-
press, Bible Adventures, Kind Vid Cinema, Imagination Station, Loco Motion Games,
Chew Chew Shacks and Rocky Wrap-Up. The kids will have an awesome time with in-
teractive stories from the Bible, trying out hew games, songs and amazing science ex-
periments.

Your child will be surrounded by God’s Word and steeped in the Catholic Faith. The re-
ality of God’s Love will gain hew meaning and relevance to their everyday lives.

And . .. It’s FUN!!l TRUST JESUS

Registration forms and more information will be available soon.

The Our Lady of Grace Annual Easter Egg

Plouac Hunt will take place on Holy Saturday-April s
11th at 10:00 am in Festival Field. m =
m ""E"i‘ In case of rain, the Hunt will take place m"""‘f",
WY S i Fioretti Hall. Y

We hope to see you there!



In the Season of Lent . ..

In the weeks ahead, we will be hearing a lot about prayer. Prayer provides a special character to
this season of grace. Yet if we think about it, the practices should not be foreign to us. It is not
only a foundational activity of the season leading up to Easter, but fundamental to our entire
Catholic life. Just think about prayer. What kind of spiritual life could one possibly have with-
out prayer? This highlights the fact that having a spiritual life of any sort demands much more
than just believing that God exists. “Believing in God” is a mere beginning, essential of course
but not sufficient for growth in the faith. Spirituality of any sort requires a
relationship, and key to any relationship is communication. (Just ask any
married couple!) Imagine someone saying, “l love you and care about you,
but | don’t want to spend time with you, or talk to you, or listen to you”.
We would immediately conclude that this is a relationship that needs
work! Yet when we do nhot take time for prayer, is that not what we say to
God? If we have been praying, hopefully our hearts are becoming more like
the very heart of God, revealed in Christ.

LENT WITH THE SAINTS- St. Benedict of Nursia (circa 480-547)

When Benedict came to Rome as a young man at the
turn of the sixth century, the great civilization had already
reached its peak and was under threat from within and with-
out. Benedict, disillusioned by the apathy, injustice and greed
he saw in this once-great city, retreated to the wilderness to
live alone and pray. Word of this counter-culture holy person
| spread, and together with some followers, Benedict founded
- the monastery of Monte Cassino in 520.

In the midst of political and social instability of the
crumbling Roman Empire, Benedict sought to create a safe,
sacred community, free of unnecessary distractions, with a
single goal of finding God.

Benedict created a rule for his monks that encouraged
simplicity, gratitude and praise. This Benedictine Rule, which
provides a structure of daily prayer, holy reading and work, is
the basis of Western monastic life. Although his contemporaries wrote no histories or
biographies of Benedict, we have his Rule, and that is enough. According to tradition,
St. Benedict foresaw his own death and died on March 21, 547.

Reflection: With its natural rhythms and time for work, prayer, study, eating and rest,
a day in a Benedictine monastery provides a healthy balance for good living. Take a
look at the structure of your day today. Is there a healthy balance—with time to serve
God, others and yourself? Ask God to help you develop a “rule” for your life that will
give you the balance you need to stay close to Him.

CATHOLIC KID’S CORNER
Praying Through Lent from Ato 2

F is for Freedom. Your special people, the Jews, would continue to sing this song for thousands
of years. They would remember your great saving power shown to them on the shore of the
Red Sea. You led them through the sea, Lord Jesus, out of slavery. When the Pharaoh and his
army tried to follow, they were drowned. Freedom! Yippie! You give freedom, Lord Jesus. On the
hight you were betrayed, you were celebrating this very same Old Testament freedom. But you
were bringing a brand new freedom too. Freedom from sin, death and the devil. For all your
wonderful freedom | thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen



WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE PARISH

ST. JOSEPH’S DAY DINNER AND DANCE— Saturday, March 21, 2020

The St. Joseph’s Day Dinner and Dance is one of our most popular events.
The event is hosted by both St. Anne Sodality and Holy Name Society. A full Ital-
ian dinner is included along with music provided by Chris Maselli. There will be
door prizes and lots of raffles. Our St. Joseph’s Table is always a beautiful part
of the event.

PRIMAVERA - Sunday, May 17, 2020

Our 11th Annual Primavera Event promises to be one of the best ever.
Mayor Polisena has graciously agreed to be our Grand Marshall and we will hon-
or him for his dedicated years of service. Tickets for this event will stay the
same price as they have for the past few years— only $25.00. There will be other
ways you can partake in the event as well. During the latter part of March, our
bulletin will have lost of information regarding Primavera.

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT - Monday, May 11, 2020

Our annual golf tournament will take at the beautiful Rhode Island Coun-
try Club. If you wish to sponsor a tee, or to play in the tournament, please call
the Parish office at (401) 231-2220 x 3 and we will provide you with the forms
nhecessary for registration and/or sponsorship. The tournament is always a great
day and includes both lunch and dinner. If you don’t belong to the Rhode Island
Country Club, you can join the tournament and be a part of the day’s activities
gor only $150.00. If you are a Rhode Island Country Club member the cost is only

80.00.

ANNUAL COLLECTION - Our annual collection is still ongoing. If you have already
donated, we thank you for your support and generosity. If you have not yet had
a chance to donate, please consider making your donation at this time. The an-
hual collection is the single largest source of income for our parish each year. It
is crucial in helping us to maintain our parish properties (which alone can be the
most expensive undertaking within our Church.) Most importantly, your dona-
tion helps us meet our everyday financial obligations. Please think about making
your donation today. We are grateful and appreciative.

HOLY NAME CLUB 100—NEXT TWO WINNERS ANNOUNCED! As you know, the Club
100 has started drawing winning names. Holy Name members drew the next
two names and the winners are -

Week Three Nick Parascandolo
Week Four Jean Caramante

Catholic Prayers for Lent

“He believed, hoping against hope ... Romans 4:18" God Of Our Hope, sometimes you ask us to put
aside what we know and follow a different light of faith. Sometimes you ask the seemingly impossible, as
with Abraham. Thank you for giving us the faith and witness of those who have gone be?or'e and have
demonstrated the mighty power of faith through which you accomplish your wonders. By faith, Abraham
became the father of Israel, the Chosen People. By Faith, Joseph took the unknown path and welcomed
Mary and her child as his, trusting that they were yours. You have given us a similar faith. Help us to
strengthen our faith day by day. And help us to have the courage to act in faith.



