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March 29, 2020                                FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT     

15 George Waterman Road, Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220 Facsimile (401) 231-3905 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 

 

PASTOR 

Rev. Peter J. Gower 

 

Religious Education 

Mrs. Joanne Burley 

 

Building Superintendent 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 

Office Administration 

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 

 

CONNECT WITH US 

 

Website 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Rosary  

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk . . . 

With the halt to normal routines for many, 

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of Bridgeport, Con-

necticut, pointed out that “at a minimum, we 

now have extra time to spend in prayer each 

day � prayer that is sorely needed to seek 

eternal repose for the dead, to remember 

those who are sick and living in great fear, 

our health care workers who remain on the 

front lines of this disease, and for one anoth-

er.”�

“We may never again have a Lenten season 

that affords us so much time to give to the 

Lord. Let us use this time wisely and well,”�

Along with extra time to pray, the current 

pandemic also offers a heightened perspec-

tive.�

It is important to keep in mind, Christians are 

to live to love and serve God through serving 

others, to die to self and ultimately to be 

with God for eternity. What does it say if we 

are just as scared of coronavirus as everyone 

else is? Yes, we should take precautions, but 

shouldn’t we be not as fearful as someone 

who might not believe with conviction that 

there is something more after this world? 

We as a believing community must remember 

the gift of redemptive suffering. That’s no 

reason to run to coronavirus�infected commu-

nities, unless we are doctors or nurses or 

others who can provide similar help. Still, why 

is it that with such pits in our stomachs we 

are watching news stories about the virus’ ge-

ographic spread? Is coronavirus exposing our 

unbelief?�

We never know the day or the hour of our 

death. We confess our sins to be in the state 

of grace so that we will be more of who we 

say we are and will be more prepared to meet 

our Creator when the hour of death comes.�

�

Let us not distance ourselves from the 

Creator we say we believe in, who made 

us for Himself � always living hope!�

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

We would like everyone to know that the 

Mass Intentions are being said privately by 

Father Gower, as and when they are sched-

uled. When we are all able to celebrate 

Mass together, inside the Church, we will 

reschedule your Masses for you.  

 

Saturday, March 28 

 

Marie Ginolfi, Evelyn Castaldi (Birthday 

Remembrance)  by Linda and Vincent 

Castaldi 

 

Sunday, March 29 

 

Maria Marraffino and Gelsomina Marraffi-

no by Eugenio Marraffino, Wife and Family  

 

Harold Elliott (Birthday Remembrance) by 

Family 

 

Monday, March 30 

 

Caterina Colapietro (Birthday Remem-

brance) by Family  

 

Tuesday, March 31 

 

For the health and well being of Father 

Gower, all those that work here in the 

Parish and every Parishioner of Our Lady 

of Grace, and their families. 

 

Wednesday, April 1 

 

Gloria DelGreco (Birthday Remembrance) 

by Niece Elaine and Sister, Diana  

 

Friday, April 3 

 

For the health and well being of Pope 

Francis, Bishops Tobin and Evans and eve-

ryone within the Diocese of Providence 

 

Saturday, April 4 

 

Rosemarie Santoro DiOrio (Birthday and 

Anniversary Remembrance) by Domenic 

DiOrio and Family 

 

Sunday, April 5 

 

Giovanni Carbone (Anniversary) by Family 

 

Maurice LaBelle, Jr. (3rd Anniversary) by 

Family 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

Saturday, March 28 

Mass to be broadcast in the front parking lot 

at 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 29 

Mass to be broadcast in the front parking lot 

at 10:00 am 

 

Saturday, April 4 

St. Joseph’s Day Dinner– take out from 12 Noon 

until 3:30 pm 

 

Saturday, April 4 

Palm Sunday—Mass to be broadcast in the 

front parking lot at 4:00 pm.  You will receive 

palm as you enter the parking lot for Mass. 

 

Sunday, April 5 

Palm Sunday—Mass to be broadcast in the 

front parking lot at 10:00 am.  You will receive 

palm as you enter the parking lot for Mass. 

 

Sunday, May 17 

11th Annual PRIMAVERA! 

 

Friday, June 26 

Club 100 Dinner at Lancellotta’s in North Provi-

dence 

 

____________________________________ 

 

Weekend Collections Weekend of 03/15/20 

 

Weekly Collection  $1,392.00 

Online Giving  $   470.00 

Total Weekly  $1,862 

 

 

Weekend Collections Weekend of 03/22/20 

 

Weekly Collection  $1,929.00 

Online Giving  $   515.00 

Total Weekly  $2,444.00 

 

______________________________ 

FOOD PANTRY 

 

We have many people who have been 

calling and are in need of food from 

our pantry. We are running low on 

supplies. Anything you can donate 

would be helpful at this time. We have 

the following suggestions (remember, 

these are just suggestions and you are 

free to donate whatever you like and 

we are grateful for any and all dona-

tions)- 

 

Jar or canned pasta sauce 

Pasta 

Canned soup 

Mashed potatoes 

Gravy 

Stuffing 

Corn bread mix or muffin mixes 

Rice mixes 

Snacks or desserts for children 

Cereal 

Tuna Fish 

Macaroni and Cheese mixes 

Peanut Butter, Jelly 

 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU 

  

 Things are changing so rapidly 

for all of us based on new rules and 

regulations from the government 

and other agencies. We are trying to 

keep you informed regularly about 

what we can do to help you spiritu-

ally.  

 

 We will continue to update you 

through Facebook, as well as our 

website, which is under construc-

tion. 

 

 We downloaded both our Satur-

day and Sunday Masses from last 

weekend onto our Facebook page. 

  

 Additionally, the greeting on 

our telephone system has been 

changing to bring you new infor-

mation, as soon as it is available. 
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LENT WITH THE SAINTS 

 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL (1581-1660) 

 

 

 

Vincent de Paul was born in 1581 in the village 

of Pouy, in the Province of  Guy-

enne and Gascony, the Kingdom of France, to 

peasant farmers, father Jean and mother Ber-

trande de Moras de Paul. There was a stream 

named the "Paul" in the vicinity and it is be-

lieved that this might have been the derivation 

of the family name. He wrote the name as one 

word – Depaul, possibly to avoid the inference 

that he was of noble birth, but none of his cor-

respondents did so. He had three brothers – 

Jean, Bernard and Gayon, and two sisters – Ma-

rie and Marie-Claudine. Vincent’s life plan was 

to earn enough money as a priest to retire ear-

ly and support his family.  

 

 

He was well on his way to his goal when, in 

1605, the young priest boarded a ship that was 

ambushed by pirates and diverted to Northern 

Africa. There, Vincent was sold into slavery. 

Like St. Patrick, he prayed as he worked, prom-

ising God that, if freed, he would devote his life 

to the service of the poor. 

 

 

After two years, he escaped and made his way back to France, where he served in a rural 

parish. Suddenly, Vincent saw the poverty around him that he hadn’t noticed before. He 

sought financial help in his former wealthy circles and eventually began organizing 

friends and associates into groups who went from house to house asking for donations 

of furniture, food and clothing. For two years, Vincent received his education at a college 

in Dax, France, adjoining a monastery of the Friars Minor where he and others resided. In 

1597, he began his studies in the Faculty of Theology at the University of Toulouse.  

 

 

Vincent was also beginning to connect with his former focus on wealth and fame and a 

weak foundation in faith. Vincent is the patron of all works of charity. A number of or-

ganizations specifically inspired by his work and teaching and which claim Vincent as 

their founder or patron saint are grouped in a loose federation known as the Vincentian 

Family. The 1996 publication The Vincentian Family Tree presents an overview of related 

communities from a genealogical perspective. Among these organizations is the Society 

of Saint Vincent de Paul, a charitable organization dedicated to the service of the poor, 

established in 1833 by French university students. The society is today present in 132 

countries. 

REFLECTION 

St. Vincent de Paul said, “Go to the Poor; you will find God.” 

How has this been true in your life? How is God calling you to find him in the poor right 

now? 

 

�



�

 �

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, EMMA PEZZA 

 

109 YEARS OLD 

 

WE WISH YOU A WONDERFUL 

BIRTHDAY, GOOD HEALTH AND 

LOTS OF LOVE! 

 

GOD BLESS YOU 

____________________________ 

� �

Lenten Prayer for Spiritual Renewal 

 

God, heavenly Father, look upon me and hear my prayer during this 

holy Season of Lent. 

By the good works You inspire, help me to discipline my body and to 

be renewed in spirit. 

Without You I can do nothing. 

By Your Spirit help me to know what is right and to be eager in do-

ing Your will. 

Teach me to find new life through penance. 

Keep me from sin, and help me live by Your commandment of love. 

God of love, bring me back to You. 

Send Your Spirit to make me strong in faith and active in good 

works. 

May my acts of penance bring me Your forgiveness, open my heart 

to Your love, and prepare me for the coming feast of the Resurrec-

tion of Jesus. 

Lord, during this Lenten Season, nourish me with Your Word of life 

and make me one with You in love and prayer. 

Fill my heart with Your love and keep me faithful to the Gospel of 

Christ. 

Give me the grace to rise above my human weakness. 

Give me new life by Your Sacraments, especially the Mass. 

Father, our source of life, I reach out with joy to grasp Your hand; 

let me walk more readily in Your ways. Guide me in Your gentle mer-

cy, for left to myself I cannot do Your Will. 

Father of love, source of all blessings, help me to pass from my old 

life of sin to the new life of grace. 

Prepare me for the glory of Your Kingdom. 

I ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 

 

Amen. 
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 OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH 

4 Lafayette Street, Johnston, RI – (401) 231-2220 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

March 24, 2020 

 

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and 

one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” with-

out giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 

So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone 

will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 

from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works (James 

2:15–18). 

In all things I gave you an example, that so laboring ye ought to help 

the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he him-

self said, it is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). 

 

Fear not, have faith 

As people on television and social media attempt to make sense of 

this global pandemic, we must remember that this too shall pass. 

Maybe not as quickly or as quietly as we would like, but it will. And 

God will still be on His throne. He is neither surprised nor caught off 

guard. We can walk through fearful circumstances and yet not be 

afraid. We can have peace knowing that our lives—and our futures—

are in His hands. We have a great opportunity to share God’s comfort 

and love with those who have yet to take their first step of faith.  

So let us be wise with our words that we might be beacons of hope, 

not harbingers of despair. 

 

Pray 

It’s the last thing we mention, but the first thing we should do. Seek 

wisdom from the Lord and ask Him to work in miraculous ways. Pray 

that He would have mercy, protect the immuno-compromised, and 

give strength to the health workers who will bear much of the bur-

den. May our eyes be open to opportunities to share God’s love and 

the hope of salvation during this time. And may we answer His call 

to care for one another with compassionate hearts. 

 

Almsgiving 

Please help me meet the financial challenges of operating a church 

during a pandemic crisis, if you are able, please make a sacrificial of-

fering to OUR LADY OF GRACE, anything you can do will help us im-

mensely during these trying times. You can mail in the offering or 

leave it in the Church mail box.  

With a prayerful heart, 

 

Rev. Peter J Gower 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH 

        4 Lafayette Street, Johnston RI 02919 

           (401) 231-2220 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

March 24, 2020 

 

ST. JOSEPH TABLE 

 

 Our Lady of Grace Parish is famous for its St. Joseph Table.  We 

gather in the church hall where the talent and vision of the Holy Name 

Society and the St. Anne Sodality is in full blossom. The St. Joseph’s Table 

is a centuries old Sicilian tradition celebrated on March 19, the feast day 

of St. Joseph.  

 

 Origin of the St. Joseph’s Table: Devotion to St. Joseph began very 

early in Christian communities. St. Joseph has been honored as Mary’s 

husband, Jesus’ foster father, provider and protector of the Holy Family, 

Patron of Carpenters and Workers, and model and patron of every human 

family and of the Universal Church. 

Italians, especially Sicilians, have a special devotion to St. Joseph. They 

experienced his protection in a special way. According to tradition, a long 

and devastating drought during the Middle Ages in Sicily caused a severe 

famine. In their starvation and suffering, Sicilians offered novenas of 

prayer to Saint Joseph asking for rain. They were rewarded with abun-

dant rain and a rich harvest. 

  

 Following the harvest, landlords and farmers prepared a solemn 

feast in honor of Saint Joseph. Besides the religious celebration in every 

town and village, families prepared a gigantic altar-table filled with every 

kind of food, fancy pastry, Sicilian delicacies, flowers, and decorations. 

Standing in the center of the Table is the statue of St. Joseph. 

The St. Joseph’s Table is more than a celebration of the past. The celebra-

tion is always associated with people’s experience of favors received, 

healing of the sick, safe return of a loved one from war, a bountiful catch 

of fish or any other blessing. 

  

 Preparation for the St. Joseph’s Table begins many weeks in advance, 

and it is with a heavy heart that we here at OLG had to move the date to 

April 4th because of the crisis we are facing. If you purchased a ticket to 

this event, you can receive a takeout meal on Saturday April 4th from 12 

noon to 3:30 pm as we will have DRIVE-UP service. A volunteer with protec-

tive gloves will hand your meal to you, while you remain in your car. En-

closed are 15 raffle tickets you can purchase for only $10. Give your raffle 

tickets bearing your information to the person giving you your meal and you 

will be eligible to win one of the many prizes. 

 

 

Rev. Peter J Gower 
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OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm
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401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com
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SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900
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ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
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SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction
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15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI
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Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma
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Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB
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We handle your claim from start to finish
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- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
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