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April 19, 2020                                DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY     

15 George Waterman Road, Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220 Facsimile (401) 231-3905 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 

 

PASTOR 

Rev. Peter J. Gower 

 

Religious Education 

Mrs. Joanne Burley 

 

Building Superintendent 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 

Office Administration 

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 

 

CONNECT WITH US 

 

Website 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday Vigil—4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Rosary  

Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk . . . 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday in 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated on the following date: 

Sunday, April 19th, 2020 

Divine Mercy Sunday occurs on the Sunday after Easter. On this day, all sins would be forgiven 

for those who go to sacramental confessions. 

 

Origin 

The Feast of Divine Mercy was recorded in the diary of St. Faustina granting the biggest promise 

of Grace from the Devotion of Divine Mercy. On this day, all who receive communion may obtain 

total forgiveness of all sins, meaning that the person would go directly to heaven without suf-

fering in purgatory. Plenary indulgences are granted by the catholic church by reciting certain 

simple prayers. 

Saint Faustina Kowalska was a polish nun who received visitations and visions of Jesus, where 

he asked specifically for a feast of Divine Mercy to be founded the Sunday after Easter. She 

wrote about her vision of the feast of Divine Mercy being attended by innumerable participants 

and the pope in 1937. The first Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday was held on March 23, 1937. Saint 

Faustina was canonized on April 30, 2000, by Pope John Paul II on the Sunday after Easter of that 

year and became an official Catholic holiday. Both Faustina Kowalska and her confessor Father 

Micheal Sopocko attended the Mass. 

 

Celebration 

Those confessing will go to church on this day and partake in the usual practices as well as 

faithfully detaching themselves from their sins. Confession will also be made either on this day 

or several days before.   

 

Chaplet 

The Divine Mercy Chaplet is a relatively recent but very popular devotion revealed by Our Lord to 

St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun. On Good Friday 1937, Christ appeared to Saint Fausti-

na and asked her to recite this chaplet for nine days, starting on Good Friday and ending on the 

Octave of Easter (the Sunday after Easter Sunday), now known as Divine Mercy Sunday. 

The chaplet is most often recited during those nine days, but it can be prayed at any time of the 

year, and Saint Maria Faustina recited it almost unceasingly. A standard rosary can be used to 

recite the chaplet, and the entire devotion takes just 20 minutes—about the time it takes to 

pray the rosary. 

 

Step 1- Make the Sign of the Cross; Step 2-Pray the opening prayers. There are two opening pray-

ers; the second is repeated three times: First Prayer- You expired, Jesus, but the source of life 

gushed forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. O Fount of Life, 

unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. Second 

Prayer-O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, 

I trust in You! (repeat three times); Step 3-Pray the Our Father; Step 4-Pray the Hail Mary;  

Step 5-Say the Apostles' Creed; Step 6-Pray the prayer "Eternal Father." On the Our Father bead 

before each decade, pray the following prayer. Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, 

Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 

those of the whole world. Amen; Step 7-Pray the prayer "For the Sake of His Sorrowful Passion" 10 

times. On each of the Hail Mary beads in each decade, pray the following prayer: 

For the Sake of His Sorrowful Passion. For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world. Step 8-Repeat steps 6 and 7: On each of the next four decades of the 

Chaplet, repeat steps 6 and 7 (pray the "Eternal Father," followed by 10 "For the Sake of His Sor-

rowful Passion"); Step 9- After you have prayed all five decades of the Chaplet, pray "Concluding 

Doxology," which is repeated three times: Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have 

mercy on us and on the whole world." (repeat three times); and Step 10-After the doxology, pray 

the Closing Prayer: Eternal God, in Whom mercy is endless, and the treasury of compassion inex-

haustible, look kindly upon us, and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments, we 

might not despair, nor become despondent, but with great confidence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

CONFESSIONS WILL BE HEARD FROM 1:00 PM �

UNTIL 2:00 PM OUTSIDE. Behind the �

Church.  Please stay in your car and only �

one person can be in the Car.�
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SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY 

-APRIL 19, 2020- 

 

FIRST READING-A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the break-

ing of bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs were done 

through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would 

sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s needs. Eve-

ry day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in 

their homes. They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoy-

ing favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being 

saved.  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is ever-lasting. 

 

Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy 

endures forever.” Let those who fear the Lord say, “His mercy endures forever.”  

 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is ever-lasting 

 

 

SECOND READING-A reading from the first letter of Saint Peter 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new 

birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you who by the power of God are 

safeguarded through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time. In this you 

rejoice, although now for a little while you may have to suffer through various trials, so that the 

genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire 

may prove to be for praise, glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Although you have 

not seen him you love him; even though you do not see him now yet believe in him, you rejoice 

with an indescribable and glorious joy, as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” And when he said this, he breathed on them and said to them. “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 

 

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 

disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe. 

 

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, alt-

hough the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said 

to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, 

and do not be unbelieving but believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and My God!” 

and then Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and have believed.” 

 

Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in the book. 

But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that through this belief you may have life in his name. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

We would like everyone to know that the 

Mass Intentions are being said privately by 

Father Gower, as and when they are sched-

uled. When we are all able to celebrate 

Mass together, inside the Church, we will 

reschedule your Masses for you. We are try-

ing to navigate the times and maintain the 

Our Lady of Grace traditions as much as 

possible. 

 

The Altar Breads used this  

week and the Sanctuary Lamp  

lit this week are  

In Memory of Lidia Edmondson 

 

Saturday, April 18 

Carmonina Colapietro (Memorial) by Family 

 

Sunday, April 19 

Angelo and Mamie Carlino (Anniversary) by 

Family 

 

For the deceased families, members and 

friends of our First Communicants 

 

Monday, April 20 

 

Joseph and Anna Dandeneau (Memorial) by 

Family 

 

Tuesday, April 21 

 

For the health and well being of Father 

Gower, all those that work here in the Par-

ish and every Parishioner of Our Lady of 

Grace, and their families. 

 

Wednesday, April 22 

 

Jean Coppola and Lois Dandeneau 

(Memorial) by Family. 

 

Friday, April 24 

 

Thomas and Patricia McCahey by Family 

 

Saturday, April 25 

Louise Spremulli Chiaramonte and Anthony 

Spremulli by Joe and Eleanor 

 

Sunday, April 26 

Remembrance for Emilio and Fernanda  

Giudici, Domenic & Florence DiDonato by 

Family 

 

Linda and David Vendetti by Family 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Table Raffle Winners 

 

 We want to thank all of our pa-

rishioners and all the friends of Our La-

dy of Grace who participated in the St. 

Joseph’s Table Raffle. Twenty-one (21) 

lucky people have won some really nice 

raffle gifts which would have adorned 

our St. Joseph’s table. If you see your 

name below, please call the Rectory Of-

fice at (231-2220) to arrange to pick up 

what you won! 

 

 Nick Parascandolo 

  

 Gale A. Fortin 

  

 Connie Colannino 

  

 Normand Bessette 

  

 Lisa Corso 

  

 Joe Grasso 

  

 Anna Aurecchia 

  

 Louise Siravo 

  

 Rita Poli 

  

 Ann Marie Torregrossa 

  

 Marilyn Domenico 

  

 Joe Andreozzi  

  

 Joann Lyons 

  

 John Dick 

  

 Arlene Morris 

  

 Donna Laporte 

  

 Greg Parascandolo 

  

 Elaine Jenkins 

  

 Joann Pietrantonio 

  

 Joseph Fortin 

  

 Deb Geary 
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- A Message from Father Gower - 

 

 

 As you all well know, it is im-

portant as your Pastor to always be at-

tentive to things spiritual and tem-

poral. However, in these times, it has 

heightened the necessity.  

 

 Allow me to start with things 

spiritual.  As you know, it has been very 

difficult not being together for the cel-

ebration of Mass in the church each 

week. Masses have been celebrated and 

always with your intention in mind. 

Confessions have been heard. The sick 

have been anointed. I have presided 

over five funerals. 

 

 The parish staff has been here, day 

in and day out, doing their very best to 

stay connected with everyone in our 

Parish. I think we have been united in 

faith, stronger than ever, even during 

these trying times.  

 

 We will continue to hold Masses 

where you gather in the parking lot, 

while remaining in your cars. This has 

been a source of great comfort to 

many.  

 

 Now we will touch upon things 

temporal.  The bulletin contains the 

Profit Loss Budget vs. Actual from July 

2019 through June 2020. I have been 

working with our Finance Council, our 

Trustees, and the Parish Bookkeeper to 

review our last quarter so we may 

come up with a plan preventing us 

from going into our reserves. It is im-

portant that you understand the im-

pact the Coronavirus is having on our 

parish, so I have updated our budget, 

and reduced the total budget income. 

 

 I am grateful to the individuals 

that have sent out large donations to 

help us and encourage anyone who has 

the ability to do so to be as generous 

as possible.  

 

 The adjacent column will provide 

more information. 

 

Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual 

July 2019 through June 2020  

  

 

 The page after these two com-

panion columns includes the Profit and 

Loss Budget vs. Actual from July 2019 

through June 2020. I have done the fol-

lowing: 

 

 

Income 

 

�� Reduced the total budget income by 

$25,000.  This is 50% loss of the re-

maining year. I am hoping that this 

is on the high side and that this re-

duction will not be as steep. This is 

a huge unknown, because we just do 

not know when public Masses will 

be allowed again 

 

�� Deleted the income from the Golf 

tournament 

 

 

Expenses 

 

�� I adjusted the expenses to be as re-

alistic as possible 

 

�� With the increases of a few expens-

es and losing the Golf tournament, 

this gave us a $13,000 deficit 

 

�� With the $25,000 budget loss the to-

tal deficit is around $38,000 

  

 We DO NOT want to go into re-

serves, so please do whatever you can 

to make up budgets, give a little extra, 

use online giving— ourladyofgrac-

eri.org—we share  

 

 If you need any help at all with online 

giving, please call the rectory for assis-

tance. 

 

 Thank you for your generosity and 

God bless you all. 



�

 �

�



�

 �

Misc. Church Information 

 

 The Church is still open every day 

from 9am until Noon for personal pray-

er and devotions.  

 

 If you have not come to view 

Mass on Saturday and Sunday, you have 

been missing our weekly bulletin. The 

bulletin has lots of information for you. 

We make sure each parishioner who at-

tends Mass on Saturday and Sunday re-

ceives a bulletin. You can find our 

weekly bulletin in the front of the 

Church and online under the 

“publications” tab on our website at 

ourladyofgraceri.org. 

 

 We are still accepting donations 

to our food pantry. We are so grateful 

for the food donations we have re-

ceived do date.  

 

 Everyone finds themselves in need 

of a little help from time to time. If you 

are in need of food, please call our par-

ish office at (401) 231-2220 so we can 

help you. We keep our offerings of food 

confidential, so please don’t be embar-

rassed.  

 

 You can view Mass from our park-

ing lot across the street from the 

Church Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Sun-

day at 10:00 a.m.  We are so grateful to 

all who are able to attend.  

 

 Our Mass Intention Book opens on 

April 23, 2020 for the year 2021. Please 

call our parish office at 231-2220 to 

schedule your 2021 Mass Intention. 

Weekends fill up very quickly.  

 

 Online giving is easy and quick. 

You can donate weekly, monthly and 

you can also donate to the various spe-

cial collections (flowers, the Madonna, 

etc.) If you need help setting up your 

online giving account, please call Mrs. 

Mancini at the parish office (401) 231-

2220 x 3.   

 

 Remember to help and pray for 

each other and the Church, as we 

weather this crisis together.  

 

Updating Parishioner Records 

 

 Our parish office is working to 

update all of our parishioner infor-

mation.   

 

 This is a large project and we 

need your help. Please fill out the infor-

mation below so we can update our 

records. Your current email address is 

very important. Please tear off this half 

of the page, complete the information 

and return it to our offices. 

 

 Thank you for helping us complete 

this project.  

 

 

Name 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Address: 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Telephone Number: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Cellular Number: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Email Address: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Notes: 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 
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