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May 3, 2020                                 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER     

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 

�

 

OUR LADY OF GRACE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

15 George Waterman Road  

Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220  

Facsimile (401) 231-3905 

 

OURLADYOFGRACERI.ORG 

 

REV. PETER J. GOWER, PASTOR 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

Church Address: 

15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Mailing Address: 

4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 

   Friday-9am—Noon 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

  

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 Office Administrator 

 mmancini@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 3 

 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 Building Superintendent 

 

Mr. Jeffrey Delgigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, May 2 

Addessi & Quartino Families by Family 

 

Sunday, May 3 

Angelo DeFusco (3rd Anniversary) by Wife, 

Children and Grandchildren 

 

Monday, May 4 

Elaine Ricci (Memorial Remembrance) by 

Family 

 

Tuesday, May 5 

For the health of the members of our Parish 

 

Wednesday, May 6 

Lucy and Vincent Fiontella by Family 

 

Friday, May 8 

For the health of the Pope. 

 

Saturday, May 9 

Dennis Alpaio (Birthday Remembrance) by 

Family 

 

Sunday, May 10 

Anna Carbone (Mother’s Day Remembrance) 

by Family 

 

Alfred Gower (Birthday Remembrance) 

 

Remembering all the Members of the Our 

Lady of Grace Memorial Society 

 

_______________________________ 

From the Pastor’s Desk . . .  

 

 Catholic parishes across the world are 

closed. Millions of Catholics have been una-

ble to physically take part in the celebra-

tion of Mass for weeks, and they may not 

be able to again for months. 

 Simply put, the coronavirus pandemic 

is fundamentally changing how we do and 

be church. What could these changes mean 

for us in the long-term? How will they af-

fect us in the years to come, well after the 

initial threat of the pandemic has passed? 

 Just thought I would share our cur-

rent pastoral situation and possible strate-

gies for reopening church, and beginning of 

public Masses and worship at OLG. 

 

 The next page and a half is the pro-

posal/plan that OLG has written to aid the 

parish as we begin to open the Church  

together. 

 

Father Pete 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH�

PROPOSAL/PLAN TO REOPEN THE CHURCH�

�

APRIL 2020�

�

Statement from Reverend Peter J. Gower�

�

� After entering a new, temporary realm of ministering to my parishioners � that which was never expected, I have 

been working toward, and always developing a plan for the reopening of Our Lady of Grace.�

� For the first time in my lifetime, and many others, as well, we have not been able to congregate inside the Church, 

and could not meet inside the Church on Easter Sunday. We adapted, and were successful, even though Covid�19 has 

very much affected every aspect of Church.�

� During the Covid�19 closure, I have been looking for and attempting to seize new opportunities. Our innovative 

strategies have helped us greatly at Our Lady of Grace.�

� This proposal/plan is designed to demonstrate how we look forward to welcoming our parishioners back into the 

Church and how we will continue to keep them safe and healthy as part of that process. These thoughts and plans are sub-

ject to the direction and planning of our Bishop and per scientific and government regulations. We have created momentum 

here at Our Lady of Grace and we look forward to carrying such momentum into our future.�

� I have gathered with my staff and some long time parishioners to begin talking about re�opening our Church while 

maximizing the health and safety of our parishioners. While there are a variety of nuances every Church has to deal with, 

we have developed a list of steps which everyone will need to think about as we prepare to reopen our Church.�

�

Plans for Re�Opening Our Lady of Grace Church�

and Continuing to Maintain a Healthy Environment�

�

Beginning To Re�open Our Church Will Mean Maintaining Healthy Best Practices �

in the Church Building and Surrounding Areas�

�

A.� Our Lady of Grace acknowledges that when people come back to the Church building, they need to know 

we have done all we can to keep the facility clean and germ free. To � that end, we will be hiring Stanley 

Steamer to thoroughly clean and disinfect our Church and its surrounding areas. Stanley Steamer is pre-

pared to meet the current recommendations of the CDC. They promise an unparalleled level of deep clean-

ing for all surfaces, including, but not limited to pews, railings, door handles, switches, bathrooms and the 

cry area within the Church. This would happen inside the Vestibule area and the entire � Church. We will 

be writing to all of our parishioners regarding the guidelines which will be �put in place once Churches are 

allowed to open.�

�

�

B.� � We will have hand sanitizer available on stands inside the Vestibule area so parishioners �can cleanse/

� sanitize their hands as they enter our Church.�

�

�

   C.� We will advise our parishioners they will be required to wear a face mask or covering which meets with 

� CDC guidelines. If anyone comes to Church without such a mask, one will be provided for them the first 

� time. They will be reminded to continually carry their mask with them and have it available the next time 

� they attend Church. To that end, we have attached a small poster that the CDC has made available regard

� ing the use of masks.  �

   D.� The Church’s building superintendent and staff have been instructed on, and agreed to, assist in helping to 

� keep the Church and its areas clean and disinfected regularly, including, but not limited to, before any 

� scheduled Mass and after every Mass.�

   E. � Generally, our Parishioners enter the front doors, stop and talk to other parishioners inside the Vestibule, 

� bless themselves with Holy Water, take a missal from the back of the Church and find their seat (most 

� people sit in the same pew with friends and/or family.) Sometimes pews are crowded. In society today, 

� these steps are not allowed due to social distancing practices. �

   �We will therefore encourage our parishioners, while wearing their masks, to disinfect their hands first. They 

� will then be told what number pew is assigned to them, for that Mass. Initially, we will have Ushers helping 

� people find their assigned pew seat(s) (the pews will be numbered accordingly). We will also take into ac

� count social distancing restrictions, therefore, only so many people will be allowed in each pew. Our Lady 

� of Grace can hold 600 parishioners inside the Church. We will await guidelines regarding how many people 

� can gather at one time before we begin a seating arrangement.�

�
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Parishioners will not be allowed to gather and socialize in the Vestibule area until social distancing guidelines 

have ended.�

�

No Missals, Prayer Cards, Hymnals or any other Mass related books will be in use as long as the Church is 

practicing social distancing and while other regulations as a result of Covid�19 are in place. This will alleviate 

passing germs from publication to publication and person to person.�

�

F.� Receiving the Eucharist. The guidelines and direction will come directly from Bishop Tobin. �

�

�    G.   For the duration of social distancing, parishioners will be encouraged to leave their offertory envelopes or that 

�           which they bring to donate to the Church in a basket, as they enter the Church and receive their assigned                            

�           pew number. No other method of collection will take place under social distancing guidelines and other �

�           regulations that are in place.�

�

�

� Additionally, we are aware that some parishioners have been out of work for a long period of time as a result of 

Covid�19. Some have been working from home with no break or help with child care. Some are receiving benefits 

or benefits have run out for them. We have plans to help these parishioners too.�

�

� First, we have established a food pantry and have been making food available to our parishioners and those in the 

surrounding community. Our parishioners provide food every week to keep the pantry stocked. �

�

� We will continue to pray with our parishioners. Encourage them to pray that God helps them navigate the current 

times and the new chapters of their life. �

�

� We have an outreach endowment to be able to help our parishioners in a time of need and crisis.�

� �

� We are planning to encourage a network of parishioners who are able to help other parishioners update their re-

sume; look for work and to help them in these areas. �

____________________________________________________�

______________________________________�

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS CONTEST 

 

 Hello everyone, it’s Father Peter. World Day of Prayer for Vocations is Sunday, May 3rd.  

 

 I thought we would have a little fun with a coloring contest. Page 6 of the bulletin has a 

really neat  picture in honor of World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  

 

 Anyone who wishes can color the picture (crayons, pencils, markers, etc., any mediums 

are acceptable.). Return your completed picture to the rectory office by noon on Monday, May 

11, 2020 and you will be entered to win a prize valued at $100.00. (You can mail the picture, 

leave it in the rectory mailbox, bring it to the rectory, or scan and send your picture to me at 

ourladyofgraceri@aol.com) 

 

 Please make sure you include your name and contact information. 

 

 I encourage anyone and everyone to enter this contest! 

 

 I will choose a winning picture at 1:00 pm on Monday, May 11th.  

 

 I look forward to receiving all of your beautiful pictures! 

 

 Get coloring! 

 

�

“Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to con-

tinue to promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of them to discover with gratitude 

God’s call in their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and to 

make of their lives a song of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the whole world. May the Virgin Mary 

accompany us and intercede for us.”  --Pope Francis, World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 2020.  
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May—the Month of Mary 

May, the month in which the earth springs into bloom and we start thinking about planting gar-

dens. It’s also the Month of Mary. 

I know a number of Catholics who see May as the Month of Mary, and we all get the same ques-

tion from time to time: Why is May Mary’s month? 

Here’s a brief explanation: For centuries, the Catholic Church has set aside the entire month of 

May to honor Mary, Mother of God. Not just a day in May, mind you, but the entire month. The 

custom spans both centuries and cultures, with roots going back as far as the Ancient Greeks. In 

early Greece, May was dedicated to Artemis, the goddess of fecundity. In Ancient Rome, May was 

dedicated to Flora, the goddess of blooms, or blossoms. They celebrated ludi florals, or floral 

games, at the end of April and asked the intercession of Flora for all that blooms. 

In medieval times, similar customs abounded, all centering around the practice of expelling win-

ter, as May 1 was considered the start of new growth. 

During this period, the tradition of Tricesimum, or “Thirty-Day Devotion to Mary,” came into be-

ing. Also called, “Lady Month,” the event was held from August 15-September 14 and is still ob-

served in some areas. 

The idea of a month dedicated specifically to Mary can be traced back to baroque times. Alt-

hough it wasn’t always held during May, Mary Month included thirty daily spiritual exercises 

honoring Mary. It was in this era that Mary’s Month and May were combined, making May the 

Month of Mary with special devotions organized on each day throughout the month. This custom 

became especially widespread during the nineteenth century and remains in practice until today. 

The ways Mary is honored in May are as varied as the people who honor her. 

It’s common for parishes to have a daily recitation of the Rosary during May, and many erect a 

special May altar with a statue or picture of Mary as a reminder of Mary’s month. Additionally, 

it’s a long-standing tradition to crown the statue of Mary during May – a custom known as May 

Crowning. Often, the crown is made of beautiful blossoms representing Mary’s beauty and virtue. 

It’s also a reminder to the faithful to strive to imitate our Blessed Mother’s virtue in our own 

lives. May Crowning, in some areas, is a huge celebration and is usually done outside of Mass, 

although Mass may be celebrated before or after the actual crowning. 

But May altars and crownings aren’t just “church” things. We can and should be doing the same 

in our homes. When we echo the customs and traditions of the Church in our homes – our do-

mestic churches – we participate more fully in the life of the Church. If you haven’t already, I en-

courage you to erect a prayer corner in your home. No matter how fancy or simple it is. The 

main point is that it’s a place designated for God, and more specifically, for spending time with 

Him. Just as you need proper atmosphere to sleep, you also need proper atmosphere to pray. 

For May, give Mary a special spot in your prayer corner. It can be a statue or picture, but place 

there some representation of our Blessed Mother. Make it appealing and a real tribute to her 

beauty and virtue. Then, crown Mary. You can give her an actual or spiritual crown and you can 

make it a subtle gesture or ornate ceremony of your own device. The meaning is far more im-

portant than the action. You can do it in the beginning, at the end of May or anywhere in be-

tween. Just do it. 

Why? Not because it’s a long-standing tradition in the Church, although it is. Not because there 

are any special graces connected to it, although there are. 

No, do it because Mary is Mother – your mother, my mother, everyone’s mother – and because 

she cares for all of us day-in-and-day-out without fail, interceding for us in even the tiniest 

matters. 

For that, she deserves an entire month in her honor. 
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Updating Parishioner Records 

PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN ASAP! 

 

 Our parish office is working to 

update all of our parishioner infor-

mation.   

 

 This is a large project and we 

need your help. Please fill out the infor-

mation below so we can update our 

records. Your current email address is 

very important. Please tear off this half 

of the page, complete the information 

and return it to our offices. 

 

 Thank you for helping us complete 

this project.  

 

 

Name (s) 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Address: 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Telephone Number: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Cellular Number: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Email Address: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

Notes: 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

OLG STRONG T-Shirt Form 

 

A parishioner came up with the idea to 

sell OLG Strong T-shirts to help raise 

funds for the Church. 

 

The front of the T-shirt will have the 

following wording- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The back of the T-shirt will have the 

following wording- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The donation per T-shirt is $20.00 and 

can be paid for via Online Giving– 

which we encourage 

(ourladyofgraceri.org), or with cash/

check.  

 

If you pay with Online Giving, under 

the “comments” section specify the 

number of T-shirts you wish to order 

and the sizes. 

 

 

Name 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Telephone No. 

 

___________________________________ 

 

No. of T-Shirts & Sizes 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926

Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Berarducci Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

401-751-5000 
185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
26 Grove Street, Providence
Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB

ATWOOD
FLORIST

1041 Atwood Ave. Johnston, RI 02919

(401) 274-7300
www.atwoodflorist.com“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com

Contact Bill Ames to place an ad today! 
bames@4Lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6424


