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May 24, 2020                                 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER     
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OUR LADY OF GRACE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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Facsimile (401) 231-3905 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

Church Address: 

15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Mailing Address: 

4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 

   Friday-9am—Noon 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

  

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 Office Administrator 

 mmancini@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 3 

 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 Building Superintendent 

 

Mr. Jeffrey Delgigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, May 23 

Louise Spremulli Chiaramonte, Anthony 

Spremulli & John Spremulli by Joe and  

Eleanor 

 

Sunday, May 24 

Eleanor Rego by the Provost Family 

 

Nunzio “papa” and Anita Lombardi by Family 

Jason and John Etchells by Family 

 

Monday, May 25 

For all Rhode Island High School Graduates 

 

Tuesday, May 26 

For all Rhode Island College Graduates 

 

Wednesday, May 27 

For all the businesses in our community and 

in our State. 

 

Friday, May 29 

Mary McCahey (Birthday Remembrance) by 

Mike and Mary Mancini 

 

Saturday, May 30 

Eleanor Rego by the Provost Family 

 

Sunday, May 31 

Guisepina Laorenza (Memorial) 

 

___________________________________ 

 

Please remember that our 2021 Mass  

Intention Book is open for all your  

prayer intentions. We encourage  

you to book your intentions as  

early as possible.  

REMEMBERING MEMORIAL DAY 

 

Here at Our Lady of Grace let us honor 

the memory of veterans on Memorial Day 

as we say thank you to those men and 

women who paid the ultimate price. We 

will always remember the sacrifices of 

our nation’s heroes. We are deeply grate-

ful. 

In remembering the fallen, we also honor 

their loved ones: spouses, fathers, moth-

ers, sons, daughters, sisters, brothers, 

friends. There really aren’t proper words, 

but we do live in gratitude each and every 

day for the precious gift that they have 

given to us. 

 

Also– please remember the Parish Office 

will be closed on Memorial Day. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  . . . 

PENTECOST - MAY 30, 2020 

Saint John Vianney was a Catholic priest who served in France during the first half of 

the 1800’s. Because of his zeal for his priestly ministry, he spent hours in prayer and 

even more hours hearing confessions. It is said that, during the winter, he would spend 

up to twelve hours a day in the confessional. In the summer months, he would hear 

confessions for sixteen hours. Because of his reputation for holiness, people would come 

from miles around to receive the Sacrament of Penance from him. 

One day, Saint John Vianney was asked what he had learned from hearing so many 

thousands of confessions during his lifetime. He paused to think, and answered, “People 

are much sadder than they appear to be.” 

What an interesting statement. People are much sadder than they appear to be. And 

why are they sad? Because of their sinfulness. 

This is perhaps something we all can relate to, especially if we take our commitment to 

our faith seriously. We work at living our faith in every aspect of our lives, and yet we 

find ourselves falling into the same sins over and over again. We realize that sin dis-

pleases Jesus and we want to do better. Our sin makes us feel sad because it separates 

us from the one we love - Jesus Christ. 

In fact, many people have a conversion to the Christian faith because of their experi-

ence of the sadness that sin causes. They may have spent much of their lives pursuing 

happiness through pleasure, power, and wealth. However, time and time again, they 

kept experiencing a profound sense of sadness. The things they thought would make 

them happy were actually making them sadder. It was then that they turned to Jesus 

Christ who is the source of all happiness and fulfillment for the human heart. 

All of us, whether we realize it or not, long for friendship with God. That is the only 

thing that will ultimately make us happy. Because sin breaks our friendship with God, it 

makes us sad. This was true in France during the 1800’s. It is true here today in 2020. It 

will continue to be true in 2030. Only a relationship of intimate communion with Jesus 

Christ will satisfy the longing of the human heart. 

This is the meaning of Saint Paul’s words: “We know that all creation is groaning in la-

bor pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 

of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of 

our bodies.” The whole world is groaning with longing for union with God and for the 

healing and restoration that only God can bring. 

That is why God sent His only Son to earth. He heard the groaning of His people. He 

heard the tears of those who were burdened with suffering and death. His heart was 

moved by the longing of His people to see His face. And so, the Son of God became man 

to reveal the Father’s love to us. He went among the people curing their illnesses, cast-

ing out demons, raising the dead, and teaching us how we were to live. Most im-

portantly, He took upon Himself the sin that caused our separation from God and ended 

its power by dying on the cross. Now, we have the forgiveness of our sins and the res-

toration of our relationship with the Father.  

Now Jesus has left the mission of tending to the groaning of the world to us, His 

Church. On Pentecost, we celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit upon Mary and the 

apostles which brought the Church to birth. Under the power of that Spirit, the Church 

has introduced the world to the love of God made visible in Jesus Christ. As a Church, 

we have tended to those who are groaning because of their sin, because of their pov-

erty, or because of their sickness.  
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) . . .  

 

We have followed in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, who sought out 

those who are lost, who healed their wounds, and who brought them back to the flock. 

The New Testament makes it clear that the only reason the apostles could preach with 

such power and grow the Church so quickly was by the power of the Holy Spirit. Just 

consider how quickly the apostles abandoned Jesus when He was taken into custody by 

the Romans on Holy Thursday. Just consider that, before Pentecost, the disciples were 

locked away in the upper room out of fear that they would be put to death as Jesus 

was. It was the power of the Holy Spirit that transformed them from fearful and 

doubtful men into courageous and bold preachers of the Risen Lord. 

The same is true for us. It is only by the Holy Spirit that we can live up to our mission 

to bring Jesus Christ into this sad world that groans for union with God. And so we 

gather here today to pray, “Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.” 

We need a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on us who have been tempted to keep 

our faith to ourselves rather than share it with others. We need a fresh outpouring of 

that Spirit now more than ever to serve a world that has turned its back on its Crea-

tor. 

Jesus Christ came to earth to heal and restore a world that groans with longing for 

union with God. Jesus Christ established His Church to continue that mission. We are 

His Church - you, and I, and all the baptized. That mission is ours, to seek out those 

who groan and to meet their needs through the gift of the Holy Spirit working in us. 

Will we stand by and be content to keep our faith to ourselves? Or will we go out of 

our comfort zone to serve others? That is the challenge that God holds out to us on 

Pentecost day when we celebrate the birth of His Church. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

We would like to thank the 2020 Major Donors to date- 

 

 

Maceroni Funeral Home, Nardolillo Funeral home, Rhode Island Beef & Veal, 

Eramian Sign Co. , Rev. Peter J. Gower, Holy Name Society, St. Anne Sodality,  

Joe & Angela Quartino, Mecca & Marilyn Domenico, IMO Albert E & Son, Albert J. 

Travison, IMO Nunzio “Papa” & Anita Lombardi, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Zito, Blanton, 

Carr, DeLuise & DiIorio Families, IMO John & Mary Riccardi, Chief Richard & Marie 

Tamburini, Rebecca Volpe, IMO Raymond & Frances Ciarlo, IMO Louis, Sr., Jennie 

& Louis, Jr. Parascandolo, Charles & Marie Marsella, IMO Bill & Evelyn Newman, 

Tom & Pat Ucci, IMO Constance Pezza, Cola Family, Linda & Normand Bessette, 

IMO Joseph & Ann Ambrosino, Joe, Patty & Joshua Porrazzo, IMO Anna M. Car-

darelli & Thomas A. Cardarelli, The Voccola Family, ILMO Joyce Cameron – her 

loving family, Mayor & Mrs. Joseph M. Polisena, Silvio’s, Rosa Mia Pizza, IMO M/

M Vincent Falvo, IMO Dolores A. Parascandolo, ILMO Marion Rotondo & Janice 

Rotondo Sisto, IMO John & Jason Etchells, IMO Peter & Mary Giampaoli, IMO Rai-

none & Mansolillo Families, James & Rosemarie Parisi, Council President Robert 

V. Russo, Family of SHRED N GO/Bob & Fran Cucino, Robbins Funeral Home, 

Christopher Maselli, IMO Frank T. Pirri, Jr., IMO Frances Grasso, In Memory of 

“Bella”, Mr. & Mrs. George SanAntonio, Woodlawn Funeral Home, ILM Frances 

McCaughey, IMO Ralph (Riff) Montecalvo 
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View from the Pew by George W. Reilly 

The new “church” in the coronavirus pandemic 

First, an update. I last spoke to you in January before leaving for a vacation with my wife in the 

Palm Beach area of Florida. We left there before the coronavirus pandemic closed in on us in late 

February and have been back with you in the parking lot for Sunday morning 10 a.m. Mass since 

then. My view from the pew is quite unusual, to say the least, so allow me to share my view on 

how the virus is affecting us here at OLG. I hope we can resume our normal activities within the 

Church soon. 

Like many other sectors of life, religion has suffered during the global public health crisis. To 

comply with new social distancing measures, churches around the world have sent their parish-

ioners home. Physical closeness in the pews, once a source of spiritual solidarity, now comes 

with the high risk of spreading infection. And older people are more at risk for serious complica-

tions and death from Covid-19. 

Without congregants, the donations collected during services have suddenly evaporated, leaving 

churches without a major source of financial support. Faith leaders are already worried about 

how to stay afloat without their usual Easter services and regular Saturday and Sunday services. 

Online giving should be seriously considered, and I have switched over to that form of giving as a 

way to support Our Lady of Grace. 

Twelve weeks off could be enough to permanently change our religious habits. Some experts say 

we will need to socially distance for more than a year, which might be the end for less-well-off 

faith communities. Some people might never come back to the pews, even after these restrictive 

measures are lifted. 

Many religious communities are now rushing to the internet, hoping that Facebook livestream-

ing, social media, and various apps will be enough to keep their parishioners connected. But this 

rapid transition toward recreating religion online comes with incredibly high stakes. 

Faith leaders around the country had not planned or prepared for social media tools and apps be-

ing valuable in the case of a global health pandemic because they could not foresee having to 

close down their churches. Who could, really! 

Being sheltered in our cars in the church parking lot might approximate going to church, but it is 

not the same. The question becomes, if we are not in the building, how do we create that emo-

tional connection we parishioners need? 

Could watching your hard-working pastor over Facebook or listening to him on a 90.1 FM broad-

cast on your radio while sitting in your car, really create the same feeling as praying together 

with your friends and family in your church’s sanctuary? 

There are many people who believe that the only way to really spend time with God is IN the 

church. But God is everywhere, of course. Obviously, when we are all in one room it is easier to 

feel like we are with Him because we are all focused on Him. But I think we have to suspend the 

idea that we have to BE all in one place to be ALL in one place. 

Praying online might be temporary, I hope, but the pandemic has probably changed religious 

practices for good. Churches have long needed to adapt their purpose for the digital age. We 

must prepare for the future when Covid-21 or 25 or 28 comes so that we can move forward more 

easily next time. 

Yet, I also strongly believe in the idea of a local parish, where you show up to worship with peo-

ple who are not like you, but to whom you are connected as members of the Body of Christ. 

I am grateful for Sunday mornings that feel like a spiritual opportunity instead of a struggle. But 

what has been lost? In every aspect of our lives we have experienced massive changes, uncer-

tainties and loss of control. What will the "new normal" be? 
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View from the Pew by George W. Reilly (continued) 

I think the value of church ministries will be much clearer. The heroes in them, like our own Fa-

ther Peter, will be remembered and celebrated. Our pastor and pastoral team are to be com-

mended for their creative efforts to reach out to parishioners in this and many other ways. 

These ministries are a treasure in their local communities and deserve support, both spiritual 

and financial, to sustain and rebuild them as much as we do with public corporations with gov-

ernment grants. 

Today, we face the fragility of life so immediately that, at times, like the virus itself, we are left 

breathless. Now that we know the terror of a pandemic and the tangible alienation of lacking 

available resources, can we return to our old ways of living? We need to think about that. 

And, finally, to lift your spirits a bit, I want to leave you with a bit of humor. I understand that a 

new show will debut on the Hulu network soon called “Zoom Bloopers.” 

Zoom users, who now must equal about 100% of the U.S. population using this program to so-

cialize and work together, will be asked to send in videos of their favorite Zoom ‘fails’ and em-

barrassing moments. 

Categories include: Most Embarrassing Unmute Moment; Worst Audio of the Week; Most Dis-

tracting Behavior by a Child During a Work-From-Home Zoom Call; Best Example of Someone 

Getting Frustrated Learning How the Heck To Use This Thing; and, You Shoulda’ Left the Camera 

Off. Stay safe. 

________________________________________________________________ 

Primavera Calendar 

 

 Our Primavera Calendar was dis-

tributed last weekend in the bulletin 

and copies of the calendar remain in the 

front of the Church along with our Spe-

cial Primavera Bulletin. If you need a 

copy of the calendar to enter the raf-

fles, please call the Parish Office and we 

will get one to you. The raffles start on 

Wednesday, May 27, 2020 and end on 

Friday, June 12, 2020. Donation-$5.00 for 

1 raffle ticket and $25.00 for 5 tickets. 

Your tickets remain in the raffle box 

each day– that’s right– you have a 

chance to win again each day! Take a 

look at the calendar today– there are 

some great prizes! 

 

Feast Raffle Tickets & Major Donor 

 

 Raffle tickets for 5 categories 

(Grand Raffle, Jewelry Raffle, TV Raffle 

and Patriot Football Raffle), as well as 

Major Donor are now all available online 

at —  Ourladyofgraceri.org. At our web-

site all you have to do is hit on the 

“online giving” tab at the top and under 

Events choose the raffles you wish to 

enter!! Again, if you need assistance, 

please call the Parish Office (231-2220) 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you - 

 

 We would like to thank The 

Bridge at Cherry Hill for all their help 

providing food for our successful May 

Breakfast. The support The Bridge at 

Cherry Hill provides to us frequently 

helps to make all of our events a 

huge success. 

 

 We are grateful and we are hap-

py everyone enjoyed a delicious May 

Breakfast.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

_____________________ 

�
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What’s going on in the Parish . . . 

 

Bible camp will be going on as sched-

uled (July 13-July 17). Limiting the 

number of campers between 35-40. As 

of now, we have 14 campers registered. 

Please return your registration to bible 

camp ASAP. We look forward to seeing 

all our campers! 

 

Religious Education registration forms 

have been mailed to every family. If you 

didn’t receive one, or need one (a new 

student), please call the parish office 

and we will mail you a form ASAP. 

 

Anyone who has a student attending 

Catholic school, can request tuition as-

sistance. However, each family must 

file a F.A.C.T.S form with their school in 

order to qualify for assistance from the 

parish. Tuition Assistance Request 

Forms should be returned to the parish 

office no later than May 31. If you need 

a form, call the parish office.  

 

If you haven’t filled out the form to up-

date your address, telephone number 

and email, please do so. We are working 

on updating all of our parishioner rec-

ords. We don’t have email addresses for 

many parishioners-so please send that 

along to us. Thank you! 

 

Our food pantry cupboards are full! We 

are so thankful to our very giving pa-

rishioners for helping us help others. 

Please call the Parish Office at 231-2220 

to tell us when you would like to come 

and pick up a box of food. Everyone 

needs help from time to time and we 

want to help you!  

 

The Our Lady of Grace Memorial Golf 

Tournament in honor of Fred Bruno has 

been postponed to Monday, October 5, 

2020. We are so lucky to have received 

a great date in early October at the 

beautiful Rhode Island Country Club. If 

you’d like to join us, call the parish of-

fice and we will send you a registration 

form. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER that the Club 100 

payments are due now!! 

 

Father’s Day Raffle 

 

 The Father’s Day Raffle includes 

4 prizes.  

First Prize-A Bulova Acutron Men’s 

Watch valued at $950.00. 

Second Prize-A Silver Dollar Ellis Island 

Commemorative Coin Key Chain. 

Third Prize-A Leather Men’s Bracelet 

made in Italy. 

Fourth Prize-A Digital CD Micro Sys-

tem. 

 The donation is $5.00 for 1 ticket 

and $25.00 for 6 tickets.  

 You can go online to our website 

at Ourladyofgraceri.org to enter the 

raffle. 

Instructions: - 

Hit on the "Happy Father's Day" button 

at our website. Enter your billing in-

formation. Remember - Under the 

Comments Section you must write 1 or 

6 ticket(s) for the Father's Day Raffle or 

“FDR”. If you need any assistance, just 

call the Rectory Office at (401) 231-

2220 and we will help you!  

We will call the Raffle Winners on Fri-

day, June 19th! 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926

Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Berarducci Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

401-751-5000 
185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
26 Grove Street, Providence
Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB

ATWOOD
FLORIST

1041 Atwood Ave. Johnston, RI 02919

(401) 274-7300
www.atwoodflorist.com“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com
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