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JULY 5, 2020                          14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

 

A Parish of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 

�

 

OUR LADY OF GRACE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

15 George Waterman Road  

Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220  

Facsimile (401) 231-3905 

 

OURLADYOFGRACERI.ORG 

 

REV. PETER J. GOWER, PASTOR 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

Church Address: 

15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Mailing Address: 

4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 

   Friday-9am—Noon 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

  

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 Office Administrator 

 mmancini@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 3 

 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 Building Superintendent   

 

Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

 

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

 

Saturday, July 4 

4:00 pm William Gower (Anniversary) 

 

Sunday, July 5 

8:30 am Russell Ferrara (May Birthday Re-

membrance) 

 

10:30 am Richard Gabaree (2nd Anniversary) 

by Family 

 

Monday, July 6 

8:00 am No Intention 

 

Tuesday, July 7 

8:00 am No Intention 

 

Wednesday, July 8 

8:00 am No Intention 

 

Saturday, July 11 

4:00 pm Manuel & Susie Sarli (Memorial) by 

Family 

 

Sunday, July 12 

8:30 am Carmine Pezza by Wife and Children 

 

10:30 am Anthony DiPrete (Birthday Remem-

brance) by Wife and Family 

 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

The current Mass Schedule is as follows: 

 

 Monday-Wednesday 8:00 am 

 

 Saturday Vigil  4:00 pm 

 

 Sunday   8:30 am 

     10:30 am 

 

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00 pm 

 (Saturday) 

 

 Confessions (Saturday) 3:00-3:30 pm

  

 Holy Rosary (Saturday) 3:30 pm 
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July 4th Dinner Prayers 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Thank you for this great day when we can cel-

ebrate our country. 

Thank you for our food, our fellowship, and our 

fun on this great Red, White, and Blue day. 

Amen 

________________________________ 

Dear Lord, 

We thank you for the joy of celebrating July 

4th. 

We thank you for the blessings of living in the 

United States of America. 

And we thank you for this time of sharing a 

July 4th meal with our family and friends. 

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen 

________________________________ 

Dear Lord, 

We come to you today in prayer 

thanking you for this July 4th day. 

 

We thank you for this holiday meal and for the 

fellowship that we share. 

 

We ask that you bless this food and our time 

together.�

In Jesus' name we pray, 

Amen 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  . . . 

History has it that, as he left the 

Constitutional Convention, Ben 

Franklin was asked, "What kind of 

government have you fashioned?" He 

responded, "A Republic – if you can 

keep it." 

Franklin's comment, “If you can keep 

it,” clearly indicates his keen aware-

ness that it would always be a strug-

gle for the citizens of this new nation 

to preserve, build upon and protect 

this innovative, never before seen 

form of constitutional government, 

known as the United States of Ameri-

ca. 

As we celebrate the Birthday of our 

nation, let us not be fooled. We must 

believe what is true. We must firmly 

resist what is not true. We must not 

grow tired or despair of prevailing in 

the battle. We must educate others 

by our words and our example. We 

must pray with conviction, persever-

ance and hope so that our generation 

and future generations will meet 

Franklin’s challenge and keep the Re-

public – keep the Republic strong, 

brave and free – free to follow God’s 

will and free for all people of religious 

conscience. 

Father Pete 

 

  

Happy 4th of July 

from Father  

Gower and the 

Staff at Our Lady 

of Grace. Enjoy 

and be safe! 
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View from the Pew   

by George W. Reilly 

 

“July 4

th

 and the Catholic Church” 

 

July 4th, Independence Day, is an American national holiday which gives us time to thank God for the 

birth of our nation.  This is a great day for spending time with family and friends and attending patri-

otic gatherings, parades and listening to local political speechmaking with the national anthem sung 

lustily to the accompaniment of local, amateur bands. 

 

My wife and I love to drive over to Notte Park in North Providence to watch the evening fireworks 

(will they even have them this year?) while children roll around their lighted sparklers with parents 

watching over them to prevent any accidents.  The crowd will OOOH and AHHH at the spectacular 

bursts of red, white and blue skyrockets and, much too quickly for me, the display ends and the trek 

back to home base begins.  My mind is satisfied once again that freedom has been defended, our 

country is strong and we feel especially patriotic.  And that is a very good feeling.   

John Hancock, the patriot with the largest signature on the Declaration of independence, said it best 

back in those troubling times:  “Resistance to tyranny becomes the Christian and social duty of each 

individual… Continue steadfast and, with a proper sense of your dependence on God, nobly defend 

those rights which heaven gave, and no man ought to take from us.” 

Here’s a good piece of trivia that every Catholic should know about this holiday.  Were any of the sig-

natories of the Declaration of Independence Catholic?  The answer is yes, but only one – Charles Car-

roll of Maryland. 

Carroll also holds the distinction of being the longest-lived and last surviving signatory of the Decla-

ration.  Carroll was the wealthiest landowner in the Continental Congress and had the most to lose, 

especially if the Colonists’ rebellion failed and England sought to crush the rebels.  

Born September, 1737, to a wealthy Annapolis family, Carroll was raised Catholic and educated in Jes-

uit colleges in Maryland and France before finally studying law in Paris and London. 

His education in Catholic social principles prepared him to embrace the ideals of freedom, liberty, tol-

erance and constitutional government, and motivated him to openly support the independence of 

Maryland from Britain. 

Carroll served in the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1778, and then returned to Maryland to help 

write a constitution and form a state government.  He was elected to the Maryland state senate in 

1781 and served there continuously until 1800. 

Because he had experienced firsthand intolerance to his own Catholic faith, Carroll fought tirelessly 

for religious liberty in the new, fledgling country and is remembered for breaking down barriers for 

Catholics and other religious minorities.   

Carroll died on Nov. 14, 1832, having outlived the first six U.S. presidents.  Let’s say a “thank you 

prayer” for Charles Carroll’s courageous actions at Mass today as part of our July 4

th

 observance. 

And finally, some Colonial independence chuckles for today. 

Where did George Washington buy his hatchet?  At the chopping mall! 

What kind of tea did the American colonists thirst for?  Liberty! 

What was General Washington's favorite tree?  The infantry! 

What dance was very popular in 1776?  Indepen-dance! 

How is a healthy person like the United States?  They both have good constitutions! 

Sorry about that; the devil made me do it.  Stay  safe and healthy and be kind to one another.  Happy 

Independence Day to all! 
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Saint Junipero Serra (1713-1784)  

 

Serra, who was born in Spain, came to the Americas in 1749, and 

in 1769 he founded the first of what would become 21 missions 

along the California coast. In total he founded 9 Missions along 

the California coastlines. Serra was beatified by Pope John Paul 

II on September 25, 1988, in the Vatican City.  

The chapel at Mission San Juan Capistrano, built in 1782, is 

thought to be the oldest standing building in California. Common-

ly referred to as "Father Serra's Church," it is the only remaining 

church in which Serra is known to have celebrated the rites of 

the Roman Catholic Church. Many cities in California have 

streets, schools, and other features named after Serra. Both Spain 

and the United States have honored Serra with postage stamps. 

Vatican News 

 

 

Pope Francis focused his catechesis at the Wednesday General Audience on the Biblical figure of King David. 

  

“Favored by God even from his youth, he is chosen for a unique mission that would play a central role in the 

history of the people of God and in our own faith.” 

Jesus, said the Pope, is called “son of David” and fulfilled the ancient promises of “a King completely after 

God’s heart, in perfect obedience to the Father.” 

 

A shepherd 

 

David’s own story, said Pope Francis, begins in Bethlehem, where he shepherds his father’s flock. 

“He worked in the open air: we can think of him as a friend of the wind, of the sounds of nature, of the 

sun’s rays.” 

 

The Pope said David is first of all a shepherd. He defends others from danger and provides for their suste-

nance. In this line, Jesus called Himself “the good shepherd”, who “offers His life on behalf of the sheep. He 

guides them; He knows each one by name.” Later in life, when David goes astray by having a man killed in 

order to take his wife, he immediately understands his sin when the prophet Nathan reproves him. “David 

understands right away that he had been a bad shepherd,” said the Pope, “that he was no longer a humble 

servant, but a man who was crazy for power, a poacher who looted and preyed on others.” 

 

With a Poet’s Soul 

 

Pope Francis went on to reflect on what he called David’s “poet’s soul”. 

“He has only one companion to comfort his soul: his harp; and during those long days spent in solitude, he 

loves to play and to sing to his God.” 

David, said the Pope, was not a vulgar man. He often raised hymns to God, whether to express his joy, 

lamentation, or repentance. 

“The world that presented itself before his eyes was not a silent scene: as things unraveled before his gaze 

he observed a greater mystery.” 

Contemplating life’s mystery 

 

Prayer, said Pope Francis, arises from “the conviction that life is not something that takes us by surprise, 

but a stupefying mystery that inspires poetry, music, gratitude, praise, even lament and supplication in us.” 

Biblical tradition, he noted, holds that David was the great artist behind the composition of the Psalms. 

David, said the Pope, dreamed of being a good shepherd. He was many things: “holy and sinful, persecuted 

and persecutor, victim and murderer.” 

Like him, events in our own lives reveal us in a similar light. “In the drama of life, all people often sin be-

cause of inconsistency.” 

 

Bringing everything to God 

 

Pope Francis said that, like David, there is one golden thread that runs through all our lives: prayer. 

“David teaches us to let everything enter into dialogue with God: joy as well as guilt, love as well as suffer-

ing, friendship as much as sickness,” he said. “Everything can become a word spoken to the ‘You’ who al-

ways listens to us.” 

David, concluded Pope Francis, knew solitude but “was in reality never alone!” 

“This is the power of prayer in all those who make space for it in their lives,” he said. “Prayer makes us no-

ble: it is capable of securing their relationship with God who is the true Companion on the journey of every 

man and woman, in the midst of life’s thousand adversities.” 
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PANDEMIC 2020 MEMORIAL 

 

 We have all been going through 

the Pandemic of 2020 together. We 

have all done amazing so far. As you 

all know from last week’s bulletin, I 

want to memorialize our experiences 

so that future generations of parish-

ioners from Our Lady of Grace can 

learn from what we endured. 

 

 We are therefore establishing a 

unique monument in our church’s me-

morial garden space, overseen by our 

Blessed Mother.  

 

 The memorial will give testimony 

to our faith and our strength. 

 

 The top of the memorial will read 

as follows: 

 

Pandemic 2020 

 

DOORS CLOSED—HEARTS OPEN 

 

OLG STRONG—90.1 FM—FAITH MATTERS 

 

REV. PETER J. GOWER, PASTOR 

 

 Under the top of the memorial 

we believe we will have space for ap-

proximately 100 names. We are asking 

for a minimum donation of $200.00 to 

add your name to the memorial. 

 

 If you have any questions at all 

regarding the memorial, please do not 

hesitate to call the parish office at 

(401) 231-2200. 

 

 If you know you want to partici-

pate in this once in a lifetime memori-

al, you can mail your donation with 

your telephone number and we will call 

you to verify the spelling of your name, 

or you can come into the parish office 

with your donation and we will verify 

the spelling of your name. 

 

 God Bless you all and I look for-

ward to hearing from you. 

Miscellaneous Church Matters 

 

Baptisms 

 

 If you had a baptism scheduled 

before the pandemic and would like to 

reschedule, please call the parish of-

fice and we will help you select a new 

date.  

_________________________ 

 

Weddings 

 

 If you had a wedding scheduled 

before the pandemic and wish to 

move forward, please call the parish 

office and we will help you reschedule 

the wedding and help you with any-

thing else you need,  to make your 

new date perfect. 

_________________________ 

 

Mass Intentions 

 

 Our 2021 Mass Intention book is 

open and we have quite a few days 

available right now. However, week-

ends fill up fast. Please call the parish 

office to schedule your Intention. 

Don’t forget, you can also have the 

church bells rung in memory of a 

loved one or be included in the Altar 

Breads and Sanctuary Lamps. 

_________________________ 

�

Vacation Bible Camp 

 

Vacation Bible Camp runs from July 13

-17, 2020 and there is still space avail-

able. If you would like to make a do-

nation toward the camp I can suggest 

some food items for you to purchase 

and donate. We will need 8 oz. bottles 

of water, Twizzlers Pull and Peel, Fat 

pretzel rods, mini bagels, mini marsh-

mallows, Cocoa Krispies, honey wheat 

pretzel twists, frosting pouches, rai-

sins and Swedish Fish. Please keep 

your donation nut free as we try to 

accommodate those with allergies. We 

will also need strawberries, blueber-

ries and clementines during the week 

of camp.  

�

�

�
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PARISH INFORMATION . . . 

 

LECTORS, EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY 

COMMUNION AND ALTAR SERVERS 

 We will begin scheduling for these 

Ministries in September. Your next schedule 

will cover the months of September, October, 

November and December. If you have any 

special requests for Masses during that time 

period please e-mail Joanne at jbur-

ley@ourladyofgraceri.org. (new e-mail), or 

call her at the rectory 231-2220 ext. 2. 

 

_________________________ 

 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 The Our Lady of Grace Memorial Golf 

Tournament in honor of Fred Bruno has been 

postponed to Monday, October 5, 2020. We 

are so lucky to have received a great date in 

early October at the beautiful Rhode Island 

Country Club. If you’d like to join us, call the 

parish office and we will send you a registra-

tion form.  

 

_________________________ 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 Religious Education registration forms 

have been mailed to every family. If you did-

n’t receive one, or need one (a new student), 

please call the parish office and we will 

mail you a form ASAP. 

 

_________________________ 

 

OLG SUMMER BOCCE 

 

Our bulletin publication for July 4/5 was due 

for submission very early, because of the 

holiday and tight preparation and delivery 

schedules. We will update the standing and 

schedules next week. 

 

 

Our Lady of Grace 

Feast of La Madonna Della DiFesa 

September 10—September 13, 2020 

 

 Each year we proudly host thou-

sands of Rhode Islanders and we cele-

brate with entertainment, food 

booths, games and our famous dough 

boys. 

 

 Currently, we have mailed out 

raffle tickets for the following  

raffles: 

 

 The Grand Raffle (with a top prize 

of $5,000.00.) Donation of $50.00 per 

ticket. 

 

 The Jewelry Raffle (with a top 

prize— a set of 1 Ct Diamond Earrings 

set in White Gold valued at $3,000.00.) 

A donation of $25.00 for 3 tickets. 

  

 The Patriots Raffle (a 2012 Multi-

Signed Panel Ball with signatures of 

both Tom Brady and Julian Edelman as 

well as others.) Donation of $5.00 for 3 

tickets.  

 

 The Television Raffle (this raffle’s 

First Prize is a 70” Roku Ultra HD 

Smart TV. The Second Prize is for a 55” 

Ultra HD Smart TV.)  Donation of $5.00 

for 3 tickets.  

 

 Additionally, you can still be a 

Major Donor (which includes your 

name or the name of a loved one or 

business on the Major Donor Board) for 

a donation of $100.00. 

 

 You can also buy these tickets 

online on our website - 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

 Food Tickets. This weekend after 

all Masses you can pull around to the 

back of the church near the garages 

to the white booth and purchase your 

Presale Food Tickets. A book of 10 

tickets for a donation of only $8.00! 

You can purchase as many as you like. 

Get ready for some fabulous food at 

our feast!   

�
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OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI
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ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
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86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI
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 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN
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Computer & Hard Drive Destruction
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15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
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185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
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Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
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“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI
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