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August 9, 2020                          17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     
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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

Church Address: 

15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Mailing Address: 

4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 

   Friday-9am—Noon 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

  

Mrs. Mary Mancini 

 Office Administrator 

 mmancini@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 3 

 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 Building Superintendent   

 

Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 

 

Instagram 

olg_ri 

 

Our Lady of Grace Mass Intentions 

 

 

Saturday, August 8 

4:00 pm  Dee Countey - Month’s Mind Mass 

 

Joseph Achille (2nd Anniversary) by daughter 

Liz and Family 

 

Sunday, August 9 

8:30 am Patricia D’Andrea by Family 

 

10:30 am Fabiano & Angelina, Milano & Maria 

Capraro and Angela by Family 

 

Monday, August 10 

8:00 am  Antonetta & Sam Alpaio by the 

Abate Family 

 

Tuesday, August 11 

8:00 am Pasquale Grande by Family 

 

Wednesday, August 12 

8:00 am Claire Letourneau by Husband, Clem-

ent 

 

Saturday, August 15 

4:00 pm Frank T. Pirri, Jr. (2nd Anniversary) 

by Wife.  

 

Anne Gower (Memorial) 

 

Sunday, August 16 

8:30 am Jesse Gomez by Wife Marcia & Chil-

dren 

 

10:30 am Nunzio “Papa” Lombardi by Michael 

Lombardi and Family 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

The current Mass Schedule is as follows: 

 

 Monday-Wednesday 8:00 am 

 

 Saturday Vigil  4:00 pm 

 

 Sunday   8:30 am 

     10:30 am 

 

 Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00 pm 

 (Saturday) 

 

 Confessions (Saturday) 3:00-3:30 pm

  

 Holy Rosary (Saturday) 3:30 pm  

 

The Rectory Office will be closed on Monday, 

August 10, 2020 in honor or Victory Day. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk . . . 

Jonah always dreamed of going to college, but his parents 

were too poor to afford it. When he got a job in a big retail 

store, he promised himself he would save up everything he 

earned so he could get an education. 

One day while he was working at the check-out counter 

during Christmas time, a woman in line broke down in 

tears. She realized that she didn’t have enough money to 

pay for the presents she had bought for her children. 

Jonah stepped in. He put his hand on her shoulder and said, 

“Don’t cry. I’ll take care of it.” And he picked up the cost of 

her purchase that day so that she could have a wonderful 

Christmas with her family. It meant that he would have to 

use some of his college savings. Though it would be a set-

back for him, being able to help someone else in need made 

it worth it. 

Then, the story of Jonah’s generosity began to get around. 

People were inspired by the sacrifice he made to make an-

other family’s Christmas special. One customer of the store 

went so far as to create an on-line page where people 

could donate to Jonah’s college fund. In time, it raised up 

to $30,000. His gift to that family was literally paid back to 

him a hundred-fold. 

Jonah’s dream of going to college became a reality not so 

much because of his hard work and his discipline but be-

cause of his generosity and willingness to sacrifice what 

little he had for the sake of another person. 

During these difficult times allow me to express my grati-

tude to all who have made sacrifices and have given so 

generously to our parish so that the good work of the Lord 

can continue to flourish. 

 

PANDEMIC 2020 MEMORIAL 

 

 What have we learned? 

 

 Community will be one of the ben-

efits to come out of this whole, awful 

mess. As a parish, we are Easter people 

who emphasize triumph of hope and life 

over fear. We found inventive ways to 

nourish our souls and to keep our faith 

open. We need to memorialize this as a 

parish, so that future generations can 

learn from what we endured. I would 

like a monument that gives testimony 

to our strength. 

 

 We are therefore establishing a 

unique monument in our church’s me-

morial garden space, overseen by our 

Blessed Mother.  

  

 The top of the memorial will read 

as follows: 

 

Pandemic 2020 

 

DOORS CLOSED—HEARTS OPEN 

 

OLG STRONG—90.1 FM—FAITH MATTERS 

 

REV. PETER J. GOWER, PASTOR 

 

 Beneath this inscription, we be-

lieve we will have space for approxi-

mately 100 names. We are asking for a 

minimum donation of $200.00 to add 

your name to the memorial. 

 

 If you have any questions at all 

regarding the memorial, please do not 

hesitate to call the parish office at (401) 

231-2200. You can send your infor-

mation in with your donation or visit 

our website at  

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

____________________________ 
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This weekend –August 8th and 9th, we will be pre-

paring a Sausage and Pepper Sandwich Dinner for 

your enjoyment. 

 

For a donation of $10.00, you will receive a large and 

delicious sausage and pepper sandwich, along with 

the sandwich,  you will receive a bag of chips, wine 

biscuits and fritters– all for just $10.00! 

 

After each of the 3 Masses this weekend, the Sand-

wiches will be available for pick up at Festival Field, 

Building 1. 

 

Drive down Lafayette Street, cut through the back 

of the church parking lot, (2 lanes please) cross over 

Sheridan Street into Festival Field, 2 lanes. People 

will be there to direct you, help you and take your 

orders.  

 

You can stop by the white ticket booth behind 

the church to get your feast food tickets—10 

tickets for a donation of $8.00. 

 

Weekend Collections 

August 2, 2020 

 

Weekend Collection $3040.00 

Online Giving             $795.00 

Total:                      $3845.00 
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View from the Pew   

by George W. Reilly 

 

Ember Days 

 

 

 As a Catholic who was educated by the Immaculate Heart of Mary Nuns in elementary 

school, the Christian Brothers at LaSalle Academy and the Domincan Friars at Providence College, 

I often flash back to my earlier days when our Catholic religion was slightly different back then.  

I was recently reading the Farmers’ Almanack, of all things, and they had a listing for Ember 

Days which, apparently, they include every year.  Do you remember those?    

In the Western (Latin) Catholic Church there is an ancient liturgical tradition that revolves 

around the changing of the four seasons and consists of three days set apart for fasting and 

prayer.  In Latin these days are referred to as Jejunia quatuor tempora (the fast of the four sea-

sons), while in English they became known as “Ember Days” (from a corruption of the Latin 

word tempora).  They have nothing to do with “Ash” Wednesday.  

 

 These special days of fasting were established early on in the Church and consist of 

a Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at the beginning of spring, summer, fall and winter.  This year 

the fall Ember Days are observed on September 16, 18, and 19 and the winter or Advent Ember 

Days fall on December 16, 18, and 19.  The significance of the days of the week is that Wednesday 

was the day Christ was betrayed, Friday was the day He was crucified, and Saturday was the day 

He was entombed. 

 

 The specific themes for each Ember Week of the year are as follows:  spring - to give 

thanks for the rebirth of nature and for the gift of light; summer - to give thanks for the wheat 

crop; fall - to give thanks for the grape harvest; and, winter - to give thanks for the olive crop.  

You can obviously see the heavy reference to an agricultural or agrarian society in those days. 

 According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, Ember Days were established “to thank God for 

the gifts of nature, to teach men to make use of them in moderation, and to assist the needy.”   

 Ordinations to the priesthood and diaconate were typically celebrated during Ember Days, 

and the faithful were urged to offer their fasting and prayers for those to be ordained. 

 Up until Vatican II Catholics were asked to mark these days with fasting and abstinence 

like that of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  However, the Sacred Congregation of Divine Wor-

ship came out with General Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar in 1969 and gave lo-

cal bishops the authority to adapt this custom to their region.  They were generally ignored then. 

 Thus, In the general Church calendar, Ember Days no longer have an official place within 

the liturgy, but they do celebrate God’s providential care over nature.  With all the Church’s li-

turgical changes, it could be asked why bother with Ember Days?  Are there other reasons to ob-

serve Ember Days and in what ways can we observe them personally in our families? 

I say “Yes.”  On Ember Days we are no longer obliged to fast and abstain, and the Church does 

not impose a fast before any feast day.  But, let’s say we do bind ourselves to prepare for each 

Church festival by a day of particular self-denial, penitential prayer and fasting.  What a great 

idea just before our own parish feast of the Madonna in September.  Simply pick a day and have 

your own special Ember Day, thereby making our own annual feast even more special.   

 In an age when we are trying to get back in touch with the natural world, it may be 

worthwhile to revisit this ancient custom and freely celebrate it in gratitude to our Creator. 

 Observing the Ember Days brings us closer to creation and gratitude for “our daily bread.”  

We are linking back to our agrarian roots to find God and to reconnect the urban and rural 

members in the Mystical Body of Christ.  Looking back at our roots is a good thing to do.  Don’t 

you agree? 

 

 Next week – memories of novenas.  Stay healthy. 
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Saturday, August 15

 

Assumption of the Virgin by Titian �

�

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (also 

known as the Assumption) is a catholic holiday an-

nounced on 1 November 1950 by Pope Pius XII. It 

celebrates the day when the Holy Virgin Mary end-

ed her earthly life and was taken to heaven togeth-

er with her soul and body. However, already in 

earlier centuries, it was believed that Jesus glori-

fied the body of his mother and took it to heaven 

making it similar to his and stressing the role of 

Mary in the history of salvation. �

Is the Assumption a Holy Day of Obligation?�

�

In many countries the Assumption is marked as a 

Holy Day of Obligation in the Roman Catholic 

Church and as a festival in the Anglican Commun-

ion. Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholics cele-

brate the Dormition of the Theotokos (the falling 

asleep of the Mother of God) on the same date. �

In the United States Assumption is a Holy Day of 

Obligation unless it falls on a Saturday or on a 

Monday, in which cases the precept to attend 

Mass is abrogated. This was decided by the Na-

tional Conference of Catholic Bishops of the Unit-

ed States of America on December 13, 1991 (Can-

on 1246) and is effective as of January 1, 1993. 

Nevertheless, all the faithful are encouraged to at-

tend mass on this day but are not obliged. During 

the pandemic our Bishop has suspended the obli-

gation for Holydays and Sundays, however if you 

are able to attend know that we are doing every-

thing to exercise social distancing and disinfect 

after the masses. Also you can listen from you car 

on the radio frequency 90.1 FM.  

�

�

Stewardship is giving back the Gifts that 

God has given you.� �We are blessed here 

at Our Lady of Grace with many generous 

parishioners.�

 � � � � � � � � � � � ��

�� Time� Giving your time in ways of help-

ing the church, the less fortunate�

�� Talent � Using your God�given Talent to 

assist your church, community in areas 

you know.�

�� Treasurer � Giving back to God in your 

weekly gifts�

�

This past weekend I asked for a Four 

Burner Commercial Stove and thanks to 

Kitchen�Teck,LLC, and our parishioner 

Dominic Conti we now have our stove in 

the festival building. 

Saint Jean Marie-Vianney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean-Marie Vianney, commonly known in Eng-

lish as Saint John Vianney, was a French par-

ish priest who is venerated in the Catholic 

Church as a saint and as the patron saint of 

parish priests. Vianney's studies were inter-

rupted in 1809 when he was drafted into Na-

poleon's armies.

[5]

 He would have been ex-

empt, as an ecclesiastical student, but Napo-

leon had withdrawn the exemption in certain 

dioceses because of his need for soldiers. On 4 

August 1859, Vianney died at the age of 73.

[16]

 The bishop presided over his funeral with 

300 priests and more than 6,000 people in at-

tendance. Before he was buried, Vianney's 

body was fitted with a wax mask.  
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Our Lady of Grace 

Feast of La Madonna Della DiFesa 

September 10—September 13, 2020 

 

 You are still able to join these 

raffles. 

 

 The Grand Raffle (with a top prize 

of $5,000.00.) Donation of $50.00 per 

ticket. 

 

 The Jewelry Raffle (with a top 

prize— a set of 1 Ct Diamond Earrings 

set in White Gold valued at $3,000.00.) 

A donation of $25.00 for 3 tickets.  

 

 The Patriots Raffle (a 2012 Multi-

Signed Panel Ball with signatures of 

both Tom Brady and Julian Edelman as 

well as others.) Donation of $5.00 for 3 

tickets.  

 

 The Television Raffle (this raffle’s 

First Prize is a 70” Roku Ultra HD 

Smart TV. The Second Prize is a 55” Ul-

tra HD Smart TV.)  Donation of $5.00 

for 3 tickets.  

 

 Major Donor you can still be a 

Major Donor (which includes your name 

or the name of a loved one or business 

on the Major Donor Board) for a dona-

tion of $100.00. 

 These tickets can be bought 

online, at our website - 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

 Food Tickets. This weekend, and 

all weekends after Mass, you can pull 

around to the back of the church near 

the garages to the white booth and 

purchase your Presale Food Tickets. A 

book of 10 tickets for a donation of 

only $8.00! You can purchase as many 

as you like. Get ready for some fabu-

lous food at our feast!   

 

FEAST FOOD 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Grace Feast Menu—2020 

 

 

Plates     Price 

Macaroni & Meatballs  7.00 

Bowl of Macaroni   4.00 

Chowder    4.00 

Chowder & 3 Clamcakes  6.00 

Sofritto    8.00 

Tripe     8.00 

Arancini (Rice Balls)  7.00 

 

Sandwiches 

Meatball Sandwich   6.00 

Meatball & Pepper Sand.  7.00 

Eggplant Sandwich   6.00 

Sausage Sandwich   7.00 

Sausage & Pepper Sand.  8.00 

Sausage & Rabe Sand.  8.00 

Rabe Sandwich   6.00 

Rabe & Provolone   7.00 

Hamburger/Cheeseburger  5.00 

Hot Dog    3.00 

 

Sides 

French Fries    4.00 

Clam Cakes 1/2 Dozen  5.00 

  1 Dozen  8.00 

Doughboys    5.00 

Pizza     2.00 

Mini Spinach Pies   3.00 

 

Pastries 

Apple Crisp    4.00   

  With Ice Cream 5.00 

Ice Cream Small   2.00 

  Large   3.00 

Cookies, Cakes & Pastries  See Pastry 

     For prices 

Beverages     

Soda     1.00 

Bottled Water   1.00 

Hot Coffee    1.00 

Iced Coffee    2.00 

 

Beer & Wine 

Bottled Beer    4.00 

Wine     3.00 

Wine Cooler    3.00 

 

Sunday 

Lasagna dinner with salad $9.00 

 

 

 We may be required to 

 add or subtract items  

 according to availability 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

The annual feast in honor of “La Madonna della Difesa” 

 

 The annual feast in honor of “La Madonna della Difesa” will take 

place from September 10 to September 13 at Our Lady of Grace 

Church located on George Waterman Road, Johnston, RI. On Sunday, 

September 13th, there will be a 10:30 am Mass followed by the tradi-

tional procession of La Madonna della Difesa. 

 

 Events planned for the celebration call for food each day/night 

under the tent. The tent will become a large restaurant to enjoy 

food, beer and wine, as well as listen to music each evening. We will 

feature Ambrosiani on Sunday. There will be no rides or games. Our 

annual raffles are being held through the mail. You can obtain your 

food tickets after every Mass behind the Church in the white booth. 

Right now the presale price is $8.00 for 10 tickets. We will of course 

call the raffles during the feast.  

 

 The feast was brought to Johnston by a small group of Italian 

men and women in 1908. These people came from a small mountain 

top town called Casacalenda, located in the province of Campobasso 

in the region of Italy called Molise. Casacalenda is located about 150 

miles northeast of Naples.  

 

This same feast is still celebrated in Montreal, Canada as well as in 

Italy. The feast is celebrated on the second Sunday of September 

here in Johnston, while the Italo Canadians celebrate it on the sec-

ond Sunday of August. It is celebrated in Italy always on the 4th 

Sunday of September, the original Feast day. We in America and in 

Canada had to change the date because of weather conditions.  

 

History tells us that certain unexplainable events started to take 

place in Casacalenda around 1870 on a hillside called “La DiFesa” 

which was once the site of an ancient church called Santa Maria di 

Avellana which was destroyed in 1456 by an earthquake.  

 

Then, in 1891 the people of Casacalenda started to venerate the an-

cient hillside site called La Difesa. With diocesan support and ap-

proval, a sanctuary was built and called Il Sanctuario Della Madonna 

della Difesa in honor of the Blessed Mother, thus  we have the title 

La Madonna della Difesa. La Madonna being an Italian expression 

meaning Mother of God and Difesa the name of the section of town 

in Casacalenda, Italy. On October 31, 1962 by a decree from Bishop 

Costanzo of Larino, Italy, the Difesa Sanctuary was made an official 

Diocesan Sanctuary. 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926

Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Berarducci Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

401-751-5000 
185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
26 Grove Street, Providence
Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com

Contact Bill Ames to place an ad today! 
bames@4Lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6424


