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Johnston, Rhode Island 02919 

Telephone: (401) 231-2220  
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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

Church Address: 
15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Mailing Address: 
4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 
   Friday-9am—Noon 
 

PARISH WEBSITE 
Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
 
Reverend Peter J. Gower 
 Pastor 
 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 
  
 
Mr. Joseph Quartino 
 Building Superintendent   
 
Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 
 Music Director 
 
Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 
 Funeral Administrator 
 (401) 231-7334 
 (401) 451-0359 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  
Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 
 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 
 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 
 
Religious Education Office Hours: 
 
  Monday—Wednesday 
  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 
 
  Thursday 
  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  
 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 
 

Instagram 
olg_ri 

 
 
   
  

 

Mass Intentions for August 2020 
 

Saturday, August 29 
4:00 Carmela Lamoriello (43rd Anniv.) req. by 
Family 
 
Sunday, August 30 
8:30 Peter Susi (Mem.) req. by Children & Family 
 
10:30  Lois Dandeneau ( Anniv.) & Jean Coppola 
(Birth. Rem.) req. by Family 
 

Monday, August 31 
8:00 Maryann Vita - Mem. 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
The current Mass Schedule is as follows: 
 
 Monday-Wednesday 8:00 am 
 
 Saturday Vigil  4:00 pm 
 
 Sunday   8:30 am 
     10:30 am 
 
 Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00 pm 
 (Saturday) 
 
 Confessions (Saturday) 3:00-3:30 pm
  
 Holy Rosary (Saturday) 3:30 pm  
 
     

.What  Are  Mass Intentions? 

When a priest offers Holy Mass, he 
has three intentions: First, to offer the 
Mass reverently and validly in accord 
with the norms of the Church. Sec-
ond, to offer the Mass in union with 
the whole Church and for the good of 
the whole Church. Third, to offer the 
Mass for a particular intention, such 
as the repose of the soul of someone 
who has died. 



 

  

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - AUGUST 30, 2020 

 

 

 

There is one thing you will notice when you walk into a Catholic Church. The cross with Jesus crucified on it is 

displayed prominently. When Mass begins, the priest is led to the altar by someone carrying a cross. 

 

It is not that we don’t believe that Jesus has been raised from the dead. We absolutely believe that. However, 

we also believe that the means to attaining that resurrected life with Christ is precisely through the cross. 

 

Therefore, Christ and Him crucified are at the center of our worship and the center of our lives. 

 

There is a saying: "Don't seek Christ without his cross. You might find a cross without Christ." 

  

Jesus cannot be separated from His cross. The cross is the fulfillment of His mission on earth. The cross is the 

realization of God's promise of salvation. Without the cross, Jesus would be just another good man who said 

some inspiring words but who has no power to forgive sins. With the cross, Jesus is the Savior of the World 

holding out to us the promise of everlasting life. 

  

Jesus makes this very clear to his disciples. To save the world, he will have to be rejected, will have to suffer 

and will have to die. 

  

Peter, however, didn't want to hear that Jesus, whom he loved dearly, would have to suffer. There is no doubt 

that Peter would gladly have suffered and died in his place. But it is often more painful for us to see the suffering 

of those we love than to go through it ourselves. Peter loved Jesus so much that he couldn't bear the thought of 

his suffering and death. And so he cried out: "God forbid that any such thing happen to you!" However, Jesus 

rebuked Peter in the strongest possible terms, going so far as calling him "Satan". For Jesus, there was no other 

way for him to save the world and gain for us the forgiveness of our sins than by embracing the suffering of the 

cross. 

  

Peter did what we are so often tempted to do. He tried to separate Jesus from His cross. 

  

If Jesus and His cross come as a package, then we cannot welcome Jesus into our lives without also welcoming 

His cross. We cannot follow Jesus without picking up our own cross. We cannot love Jesus without also loving 

the cross. 

  

Each of us has a different cross to bear. For some, it is sickness. For others, it is emotional pain. Most of us 

struggle under the weight of a cross made up of many smaller crosses. Whatever form it may take, we can often 

stumble under its weight. We can feel alone and isolated because of the pain we feel. We can become bitter 

and let suffering harden us and close us off from others. 

  

But, when we welcome Jesus and choose to live as His disciples, our cross is transformed from a burden into a 

source of strength and even joy. We begin to experience that we are not alone in our pain, but that Jesus is car-

rying our cross with us. Our suffering no longer closes us off from others, but helps us to become more sensitive 

to the pain that others experience. And, instead of making us bitter, our pain begins to open our heart to the love 

and mercy of Jesus. We even begin to inspire others by persevering through difficulty. Suffering, then, takes on 

a whole new meaning for us. We begin to love the cross because it is the means by which we come to know 

Jesus in a profound and personal way. 



 

  

 
 

“View from the Pew”  by George W. Reilly             Politics as Usual?           
 
It’s time for political season to move into high gear now that the major political parties are hosting their quadrennial conven-
tions, but in a very different manner.  Due to the continuing pandemic, conventions are mainly virtual this year and they will 
simply be a continuation of the never-ending Zoom video meetings we are so accustomed to these days. 
 
I write this piece on the second day of the Democrat convention and will, of course, observe proceedings for the rest of the 
week as well as the Republican convention to follow next week. The thought occurs to me that any public-spirited citizen 
interested in a vital democracy should want to participate in this process, but to what extent is that participation affected by 
our Roman Catholic faith?  It’s more than you think. 
 
We all have our own personal biases which tend to favor one party over the other or one candidate or specific issue over 
another, but what impact does our faith have in this matter?  Interesting question, especially when so many “independent 
thinkers” shy away from external institutional influences like the Church. 
 
Learning the Baltimore Catechism from the nuns in elementary parochial school was quite simple, with a certain number of 
basic questions of faith that were easily answered.  Questions like “who made us” and “why did God make us” were quickly 
accepted by role learning and life went on as before.  But not so with our lives as citizens and high-spirited political animals.  
So, what are we to do at this time when a November presidential election is bearing down on us so quickly? 
 
One answer I can suggest is NOT to avoid the process and dismiss it out of hand as lots of noise that is irrelevant to us.  
What our government does really impacts us all as citizens and taxpayers, and we need to be as much a part of that pro-
cess as possible.  So, what then? 
 
We know politicians are very interested in the “Catholic vote,” since approximately 51 million Catholics make up the largest 
single religious institution in the country.  Recent national polls tell us, however, that we are split between the two major 
parties, just like the rest of our fellow citizens, and many hold views that are very inflexible and reject any challenge to 
them, even from close family members.  I find that even in my own extended family where formerly close siblings have a 
difficult time speaking about politics without hurt feelings.  
 
And, when it comes to a number of specific issues, including some on which Catholic teachings leave little room for doubt. 
Catholics often express opinions that are much more in line with the positions of their political parties than with the teach-
ings of their church. 
 
Among Catholic Republicans and GOP leaners, 55% say abortion should be illegal in all or most cases, identical to the 
share among all Republicans, according to Pew Research polling data.  At the same time, 64% of Catholic Democrats and 
Democratic leaners say abortion should be legal in all or most cases, slightly lower than the share for Democrats overall 
(76%).  On balance, however, Catholic Democrats are more likely to favor legal abortion than to oppose it. 
 
Partisan politics also are at work regarding views about climate change.  Pope Francis has expressed a need to act on the 
issue, and, again according to the Pew Research Center, eight in ten Catholic Democrats (along with 78% of Democrats 
overall) agree that the Earth is warming mostly because of human activity, such as burning fossil fuels.  But just 22% of 
Catholic Republicans (and 24% of Republicans overall) say they believe the Earth is warming because of human activity. 
 
Partisan divides among Catholics exist on several other issues, including views toward poverty and immigration, two areas 
in which the church has been active.  Nearly two-thirds of Catholic Democrats (64%) say government aid to the poor does 
more good than harm because people cannot get out of poverty until their basic needs are met, while just as many Catholic 
Republicans (67%) say government aid to the poor does more harm than good by making people too dependent on gov-
ernment assistance. 
 
When it comes to immigration, Catholic Democrats also are much more likely than their Republican counterparts to say 
immigrants strengthen the country (86% vs. 47%), rather than being a burden.  And nine in ten Catholic Democrats (91%) 
oppose substantially expanding the wall along the U.S. border with Mexico, while 81% of Catholic Republicans favor it. 
 
So, what are we to do?  The issues mentioned above as well as questions about homosexuality and same-sex marriage 
also divide us as Catholics and perhaps that is a good thing.  Diverse thinking in our politics will always be a part of who we 
are as human beings.   
 
I think the important thing is to shape your own point of view and not be afraid to express it openly in a logical, well-thought-
out fashion and freely exchange views with others so we can all benefit from each other’s wisdom and philosophy.  If noth-
ing else, register to vote if you have not already done so and get involved in the process.  Let’s treat each other’s opinions 
with respect and be the best citizens possible.   In the meantime, stay healthy and see you in church\\. 



 

  

         
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

___________  4 PM        8:30 AM      10:30 AM 
 
5th/6th            R. Ventetuolo   J. Parisi   G. Marciano 
   C. DiSanto   R. Parisi   J. LaSalandra  
   
12th/13th               J. Pietrantonio  B. Rivelli   F. DiBiasio 
   V. Winsor   S. DiIorio   P. Williams    
 

19th/20th     J. Burley   C. Richard   R. Poli 
   C. McCaughey  L. Stadelbauer  S. Mansolillo 
 
26th/27th   P. Leoncavallo  J. Mancini   D. Fleming 
   M. D’Allessandro  J. Mancini   P. Gondreau 
 
 
 
 

LECTOR SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

___________  4 PM        8:30 AM      10:30 AM_____________ 
 
5th/6th                L. Buono   J. Raposa   J. Burley 
 
12th/13th            A.M. Fiorillo   J. Parisi   P. Gondreau 
          
19th/20th               J. Pietrantonio  R. Parascandolo  L. Mansolillo 
 
26th/27th      L. Florio   R. Cola   S. Lemoi 
 
 
 
 
 

 ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

   4 PM        8:30 AM      10:30 AM______ 
 

4th/5th                C. DiSanto   J. Grossi   K. Bonetti 
DiSanto   B. Bentley   K. Bonetti 

 
12th/13th            B. Winsor   G. Halliwell   A. Vendetti 
   J. Clark   I. Halliwell   N. Williams 
      
19th/20th             G. Halliwell   A. Soprano   C. Ferranti 

Halliwell   J. Grossi   A. Barboza 
                                                                                           

26th/27th      N. Broccoli   K. Bonetti   A. DiSanto 
Broccoli   K. Bonetti   C. DiSanto 

        



 

  

Our Lady of Grace 
Feast of La Madonna Della DiFesa 
September 10—September 13, 2020 

 
 You are still able to join these raffles. 
 
 The Grand Raffle (with a top prize of 
$5,000.00.) Donation of $50.00 per ticket. 
 
 The Jewelry Raffle (with a top prize— a 
set of 1 Ct Diamond Earrings set in White Gold 
valued at $3,000.00.) A donation of $25.00 for 3 
tickets.  
 
 The Patriots Raffle (a 2012 Multi-Signed 
Panel Ball with signatures of both Tom Brady 
and Julian Edelman as well as others.) Dona-
tion of $5.00 for 3 tickets.  
 
 The Television Raffle (this raffle’s First 
Prize is a 70” Roku Ultra HD Smart TV. The Sec-
ond Prize is a 55” Ultra HD Smart TV.)  Dona-
tion of $5.00 for 3 tickets.  
 
 Major Donor you can still be a Major Do-
nor (which includes your name or the name of 
a loved one or business on the Major Donor 
Board) for a donation of $100.00. 
 These tickets can be bought online, at 
our website - 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 
 

 Food Tickets. This weekend, and all 
weekends after Mass, you can pull around to 
the back of the church near the garages to the 
white booth and purchase your Presale Food 
Tickets. A book of 10 tickets for a donation of 
only $8.00! You can purchase as many as you 
like. Get ready for some fabulous food at our 
feast!   

 

FEAST FOOD 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Grace Feast Menu—2020 
 
 

Plates     Price 
Macaroni & Meatballs  7.00 
Bowl of Macaroni   4.00 
Chowder    4.00 
Chowder & 3 Clamcakes  6.00 
Sofritto    8.00 
Tripe     8.00 
Arancini (Rice Balls)  7.00 
 
Sandwiches 
Meatball Sandwich   6.00 
Meatball & Pepper Sand.  7.00 
Eggplant Sandwich   6.00 
Sausage Sandwich   7.00 
Sausage & Pepper Sand.  8.00 
Sausage & Rabe Sand.  8.00 
Rabe Sandwich   6.00 
Rabe & Provolone   7.00 
Hamburger/Cheeseburger  5.00 
Hot Dog    3.00 
 
Sides 
French Fries    4.00 
Clam Cakes 1/2 Dozen  5.00 
  1 Dozen  8.00 
Doughboys    5.00 
Pizza     2.00 
Mini Spinach Pies   2.00 
 
Pastries 
Apple Crisp    4.00   
  With Ice Cream 5.00 
Ice Cream Small   2.00 
  Large   3.00 
Cookies, Cakes & Pastries  See Pastry 
     For prices 
Beverages     
Soda     1.00 
Bottled Water   1.00 
Hot Coffee    1.00 
Iced Coffee    2.00 
 
Beer & Wine 
Bottled Beer    4.00 
Wine     3.00 
Wine Cooler    3.00 
 
Sunday 
Lasagna dinner with salad $9.00 
 
 
 We may be required to 
 add or subtract items  
 according to availability 
  

 



 

  

 

 

Visit givecentral.org/2020CCA to make your donation securely online. 

 

 

In  Appreciation for God’s gifts, I/We pledge the  following: 

 In appreciation for God’s gifts, I/We pledge the following:
  
 $50  $75  $100  $150  $200  $250  $500  Other  

 

Name                                 Address                        City  State  _____             

Phone  E-mail   

 Parish/City      

 

 
As Catholics, our selflessness when responding to those in need sets us apart from 

others. Over the past few months our world has been altered drastically, yet our love 

for Christ and His mission continues. As we strive to become good stewards of 

faith, let us remember our Catholic Charity Appeal and pray for all those helped by 

this annual collection. Thank you to the more than 14,000 families and individuals 

who have supported us during this trying time. If you have yet to give we need your 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926

Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Berarducci Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

401-751-5000 
185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
26 Grove Street, Providence
Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com

Contact Brigitte Stieglitz to place an ad today! 
bstieglitz@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6414 


