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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 
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15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 
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Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 
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PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

  

 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 Building Superintendent   

 

Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 
 

Thank you to our Feast Benefactor 

SEPTEMBER MASS SCHEDULE 
 
 
Saturday, September 26 
4:00  Michael & Lillian Cerullo (Birth Rem.) req. 
by family 
 

Sunday, September 27 
8:30 Jo-Ann Broccolli Gillheeney & Arthur and 
Thomas Broccoli (Mem.) req. by family 
10:30 In honor of Maria SS della Pieta req. by 
Colapietro Family 
12:30 WEDDING: Jimmy Pari & Amanda Loiselle 
 

Monday, September 28 
8:00  Available 
 

Tuesday, September 29 
8:00 Alice Kane, Alice Couto, Walter Doyle 
(Mem.) req. by Dorothy Sacchetti 
 

Wednesday, September 30 
8:00 Alice Kane, Alice Couto, Walter Doyle 

(Mem.) req. by Dorothy Sacchetti 

2020 FEAST RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

Grand Raffle  
$5,000.00   #`1189 Amy Rankin 
$1,000.00   # 2082 Elizabeth Ruggi-
ero 
$   500.00   # 1099 Louis Spremulli 
$   250.00   # 2050 Mary Grande 
$   250.00   # 2164 Vincent Corsi, Sr. 
 

 

Jeweley Jamboree Raffle 
1st Prize Diamond Earrings # 2263 Dan Lamoureux 
2nd Prize 18K Gold Broach # 1734 Ray Ouelette 
3rd Prize Gold Necklace  #   737 Paula Cuculo 
4th Prize Diamond Necklace # 2003 Domenic Carbone 
 

 

TV Raffle 
1st Prize  70” TV   # 1141 Peter 
Iacobucci 
2nd Prize 55” TV   #   551 Rebecca 
Volpe 
 

Deluxe Patriot Raffle 
2012 Multi-signed Panel Ball # 1072 Michael Sacchetti 



 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOSEPH, WOONSOCKET 

 

 
 

 

ST. PIUS V, PROVIDENCE 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

TOGETHER WE SEEK OUR LADY’S INTERCESSION 

Diocese to take part in Rosary Congress 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 

(401) 421-7070 

 

 
 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  4 

(401) 739-0212 

 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 

(401)  

 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 

(401) 596-2130 

 



 

  

 

Diocese plans for 150th anniversary 
 

 

While 2020 has so far been a history-making year in the diocese, as it joins the world in responding to 
the devastating global novel coronavirus pandemic, officials are looking ahead to next year when it will 
mark a joyful milestone in its history, as the diocese prepares to celebrate its sesquicentennial. 
On Sept. 8, 2021, the feast day of the Blessed Mother, the Diocese of Providence will begin a nine-
month-long celebration of the 150th anniversary of its founding. 
“The 150th anniversary is a very significant moment in the life of the diocese,” Bishop Thomas J. Tobin 
told Rhode Island Catholic. It is a major milestone and it’s a chance again for us to reflect upon the past 
and to remember with gratitude, and with prayer, all of those who have gone before us — to keep their 
memory alive.” 
“It’s an opportunity for us to again thank God for all the blessings he’s given to this diocese for 150 
years; it’s amazing. It’s also an opportunity to look to the future and to renew our faith, renew our com-
mitment, to renew our zeal for the years coming forward.” 
Although the Diocese of Providence was founded in February, 1872, after the bull of Pope Pius IX was 
promulgated on January 31, 1872, New England’s unpredictable winters led the sesquicentennial plan-
ners to build a nine-month celebration around key feast days in the church. 
“If we had a nice celebration of Mary on her birthday, Sept. 8, to kick off our sesquicentennial year, we 
can devote all of our activities and programs of our jubilee year to the patronage of our Blessed Mother,” 
Bishop Tobin said. 
The official concluding celebration and Mass are slated to take place on Sunday, June 26, 2022, the 
Sunday closest to the feast day of the diocese’s patrons, Saints Peter and Paul. 
“We’re planning a very large and solemn and joyful liturgical celebration,” the bishop said. 
The celebrations slated to take place between those dates, which are still in the planning stages, will, at 
Bishop Tobin’s direction, feature four major elements throughout. 
A liturgical and devotional element, with special liturgies and devotions offered throughout the year, will 
highlight special feast days and celebrations. 
An educational component, which will include the Catholic schools and religious education, will focus on 
providing instructive programming about the history of the diocese through guest speakers and lectures 
for the community to participate in. This effort could also feature a display of mementos and keepsakes 
that people could visit and learn from, as well as a series of articles in Rhode Island Catholic. 
A third element crucial to the celebration is a focus on diocesan social service and Catholic Charity out-
reach. The diocese plans to encourage special initiatives in parishes and communities during the jubilee 
year to emphasize the important social justice and charitable outreach work the church provides. 
The final element is a renewed emphasis on one of the church’s key themes: evangelization. 
The bishop said that a renewed focus on evangelization is needed to reenergize the faithful, who have 
suffered much in light of the pandemic, which has made it more difficult for them to attend Mass and en-
joy the vibrancy in their parishes and schools that they once did. 
“This will be an opportunity to really do some outreach and commit ourselves to evangelization again, so 
much of which takes place at the parish level,” Bishop Tobin said. 
The bishop said he hopes that the faithful will embrace the historic significance of this coming moment in 
the history of the diocese, and they will call to mind all of its former bishops and priests, deacons, and 
faithful religious who’ve served so well over the past 150 years, as well as all of our ancestors in faith 
who’ve helped us to become all that we are. 
“We stand on their shoulders. We build on their foundations of faith that they have given us. So it’s an 
opportunity to keep their memory alive and to prayerfully remember them with gratitude. And it’s also a 
chance to move into the future,” Bishop Tobin said. 
“It is a chance for us to renew our zeal, renew our faith, renew our commitment to the future. And it’s not 
just about closing the door on the past, it’s about opening the door on the future. The diocese has been 
here a long time and pray to God it will be here for a long time.” 



 

  

         
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

___________  4 PM        8:30 AM      10:30 AM 
 
 
26th/27th   P. Leoncavallo  J. Mancini   D. Fleming 
   M. D’Allessandro  J. Mancini   P. Gondreau 
 
 
 
 

LECTOR SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
___________  4 PM        8:30 AM      10:30 AM_____________ 
 
26th/27th      L. Florio   R. Cola   S. Lemoi 
 
 
 
 
 

 ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
   4 PM        8:30 AM      10:30 AM______ 
 

                                                                                           
26th/27th      N. Broccoli   K. Bonetti   A. DiSanto 

Broccoli   K. Bonetti   C. DiSanto 

 
———————————————————– 

                  From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

It is my great joy to thank the people of Johnston and the surrounding communities for your support of 

our 2020 Feast in Honor of Madonna Della Difesa.  We celebrated with great homemade Italian food 

made by parish people with Joe Q at the helm and served everything from Pasta to Tripe. The food 

service was: (take- out), (car pick-up) and (dining under the tent).  Everyone was very compliant with 

hand washing, mask wearing and maintaining social distancing. 

Our Feast Mass at 10:30am Sunday was well attended and hundreds followed on Face-Book while 

still many listened from their cars on 90.1FM. After the Mass we began our procession with the Ma-

donna carried to festival field while listening to the Italian hymns from the bell tower.  Grateful to the 

Johnston Police for the Honor Guard that accompanied us in the procession. 

It was a wonderful success and witness to the faith of our parish community. The proceeds of our feast 

day celebrations will be used for the general operations of the parish. 

I would like to personally thank  all our sponsors, our Major Donors and all who purchased tickets in 

our various raffles. Special thank you to all parishioners who participated and volunteered to make our 

feast truly a celebration. 

 We are blessed here at Our Lady of Grace with all who continue to support our parish with your pres-

ence, prayers and financial support. Our unity and coming together as one community and as family of 

God reflects what God calls us to be.  We are a community of faith, empowered to serve God and 

grow together as missionary disciples.  

I am looking forward to next year's feast day celebration. May the Lord reward you with His bountiful 

blessings for your generosity! 

Fr. Peter 



 

  

“View from the Pew”   by George W. Reilly          
Learn from our Jewish friends 
 
 
 
If you are like me, you probably have some Jewish friends and are familiar with their celebration of cer-
tain Jewish religious holidays called Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur which occur on September 19 
and 28 this year.  I wondered if there is anything we as Christians can learn from these observances. 
 
Rosh Hashanah is the celebration of the Jewish New Year.  It is the first of the High Holy Days, a ten-
day period that ends with Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the Jewish year.  On Rosh Hashanah, Jews 
from all over the world celebrate God's creation of the world. 
 
Yom Kippur is mentioned in the Old Testament (Leviticus 16:29) and is to be celebrated as the day of 
atonement for sins.  According to Wikipedia, Yom Kippur is considered the most important holiday in 
the Jewish faith. 
 
Last year at this time, one of my personal Church heroes, New York’s Diocesan Archbishop Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan, took to Twitter to explain what Christians can learn from Jews about atonement.  The 
following is an abridged version of those remarks that I find very informative and want to share with 
you. 
 
”The blessings of Yom Kippur upon our Jewish neighbors!  It may seem unusual for a Catholic cardi-
nal-archbishop to be so mindful of this particular Jewish holy day.  And yet the Jewish Day of Atone-
ment has always had a special resonance for me.  While I respect the religious observances of all 
faiths practiced in this great and diverse metropolis, this one, for me, is particularly inspiring. 
 
During my happy years as a young parish priest, I often heard my pastor counsel the couples he was 
preparing for matrimony.  He told them:  “The six essential words you must repeat often if your mar-
ried life is to be faithful, and forever, are ‘I love you,’ and ‘I am sorry.’ ” 
 
We owe the Jews a lot, especially those of us who profess to be Christian.  As Thomas Cahill observed 
in his book “How the Jews Saved Civilization,” before the people of Israel, ancient humanity pictured 
their gods as ruthless, vindictive, punishing.  No use confessing sorrow to them because mercy wasn’t 
a characteristic of those strange gods. Sure, you could try to bribe them or buy them off, but for-
giveness?  Forget about it! 
The God of Israel is different. The Hebrew sacred texts tell us that the one true God, who revealed Him-
self through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and the prophets, is all about mercy — “slow to anger and 
full of forgiveness,” as the psalmist sings.  In fact, biblical scholars tell us that merciful is the adjective 
most used in the inspired texts to describe God. 
We usually only say “I’m sorry” to those we love.  And those we love are moved by that contrition.  
There is yet another profound insight from the faith of Israel:  God loves us, craves our love in return, 
is eager to forgive us, if we but ask, and likewise wants us to pardon one another. 
The Jewish penitential tradition also teaches us a poignant lesson about responsibility and admitting 
sins.  Once, on New Year’s Eve, a reporter asked Mother (now Saint) Teresa of Calcutta, “If you could 
change one thing in the world this New Year, what would it be?”  Her reply:  “myself.” 
The recognition that every one of us is a sinner, and that God calls each of us to change, to conversion 
of heart, is, as my rabbi friends tell me, at the core of this great holy Day of Atonement. 
At a time when, more than ever before, people seem ready to -ascribe the basest of motives to anyone 
who dares to disagree with their firmly entrenched positions, how revitalizing it is to stop, look inward 
and examine our own -motives and express contrition when they are less than noble. 
In a society that dodges blame, denies guilt, accuses rather than atones, how refreshing to see a com-
munity admit sin and ask forgiveness. 
In a world dripping with violence, vitriol and vengeance, how consoling to recognize that God passion-
ately, personally and eternally loves us and yearns only for our love in return. 
I wish all of you a grace-filled Day of Atonement.” 
Thank you Cardinal Dolan for those inspiring words.  Stay healthy everyone. 



 

  

 

As we begin Respect 
Life Month . . . 

 

 

 

ANNUAL LIFE CHAIN SUN-

DAY 
October 4, 2020 | 2:00 to 3:00pm 

 
Be the light in a darkened world 

as we respect all human life, born & unborn . . . 

Help end abortion with prayer . . . 
 

During the month of October, we encourage parishes to 
host Holy Hours for an end to abortion, euthanasia 
and physician assisted suicide 

 

Organize a Life Chain! 

A LIFE CHAIN IS: 
Peaceful and prayerful 

A public witness to all life, born & unborn 

A visual statement of solidarity 
A testament that the Church supports the 

sanctity of all human life from the moment 
of conception to natural death 

 

All ages are invited to join in prayer . . . 

. . . Together we can build a Culture of Life! 

 
 

For more information, please contact Lisa Cooley, Coordinator, Office of Life & Family 401.278.5218 | 

LCooley@dioceseofprovdence.org 

As Catholics, our selflessness when responding to those in need sets us apart from 

others. Over the past few months our world has been altered drastically, yet our love 

for Christ 

faith, 

this annual

who 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

THIS SPACE IS

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family Owned and Operated Since 1926

Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Berarducci Funeral Home 
& Cremation Care Center
ProvidenceCremation.com

401-751-5000 
185 Spring Street, Woonsocket
26 Grove Street, Providence
Thomas P. Tatro, Director of Operations 
Annette Berarducci, Funeral Director / EMB

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

Harold Fera, President
401-934-1560

www.RockwellAmusements.com

Estate Planning Services
Sheri L. Montecalvo, Esq.

WILLS | TRUSTS | PROBATE 
MEDICAID PLANNING

FREE CONSULTATION
275 West Natick Road, Suite 500, Warwick RI

401.234.9200 ext 334 | www.EstatePlanningwithSheri.com

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com

Contact Brigitte Stieglitz to place an ad today! 
bstieglitz@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6414 


