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OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 
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15 George Waterman Rd 
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Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 
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PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

  

 

Mr. Joseph Quartino 

 Building Superintendent   

 

Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 
 

Instagram 

Padre Pio Prayer Garden  
    The Saint (padre) Pio of Pietrelcina prayer garden in the 
front of the church is in process. We thank the benefactors 
that made this possible and we look forward to spending 

some quiet time in our prayer garden. 



 

  



 

  

 
 

Friends, 

 

Pentecost - when the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles ten days after 
Jesus ascended into Heaven - is considered the birthday of the Church. In a 
real sense, while the apostles prayed fervently for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
the Church was in the womb, waiting for the Holy Spirit to bring it to life.  
  
During these days between our celebration of the Ascension of Jesus to 
heaven and of Pentecost, we join the apostles and Mary in fervent and ex-
pectant prayer. We go back to those very first days before the Holy Spirit 
brought the Church out into the light of day. We ask God to send his Holy 
Spirit once again upon us so that we may be re-energized in our faith and 
given new courage to spread the good news of Jesus' death and resurrection 
to all the world. 
  
The Holy Spirit is God Himself, the Third Person of the Trinity, the Lord 
and Giver of Life. The Holy Spirit is the life-breath of the Church. He is the 
fire that gives God’s people strength and energy. Through the Holy Spirit 
we are given the power to follow Jesus' example and live the gospel mes-
sage. 
  
So as we spend these days asking God to pour out his Spirit upon us anew, 

let us focus our prayers more on the third person of the Blessed Trinity. Let 

us bring Him our worship and adoration. Let us ask Him to make His home 

within us and reveal to us the truth of God's burning love for us. Let us ask 

Him to set our hearts aflame with love for God and for one another so that 

we may be renewed as His People and bring the good news to all the world. 
 

 Rev. Peter J. Gower 



 

  



 

  

16 8:30 Anita Lombardi 
B'Day Rem By Mike 
Lombardi 

 10:30 Joseph Zoglio, Jr.  6th Ann. By Family 

22 4:00 Anna R. Bucci 2nd Ann By Family 

23 8:30 Angelo De Fusco 
4th Ann. By Wife & 
Family 

 10:30 Carl Pellegrino 
1st Ann BY Jimmy, Ni-
cole & Family 

24 8:00 
Jesse Gomez 

Wedd. Ann By Wife 
Marcia 

26 8:00 Guido Cambio B'Day By Margie 

29 4:00 
Ann & Salvatore De-
Louise Mem. By Family 

30 8:30 Vilma Zanni 
72 Wedding Anniver-
sary 

 10:30 Cidalia Correia 
By Lawrence & Maria 
Vieira 

May Mass Schedule  2021 



 

  

“View from the Pew”    by George W. Reilly 
                    Padre Pio Prayer Garden 

 
Soon, if you have look to the left in front of the church while walking into Mass, you will observed the 
newest addition to the church campus.  A bronze statue and benches dedicated to Padre Pio which will  
occupy  the space left from the removal of a dead tree.  This was made possible mainly with a generous 
contribution from parishioners Linda and Tom Kowal who wanted to see a visual perpetual testament to 
the excellent and caring ministry of our beloved pastor, Fr. Peter J. Gower.  When asked what form this 
testament should take, Father Peter immediately suggested the statue and prayer garden dedicated to 
Padre Pio due to his longtime personal devotion to this saint. 
Father Peter has visited the southern Italian town of Pietrelcina in Campania where Pio was born in 1887, 
visited the church where Pio ministered to the locals and even has a relic of Pio’s Capuchin monk’s robe.   
What is it about this man that has caused such a fervent devotion by our pastor?  To help you under-
stand, here are some important biographical details which are only the highlights of this holy man’s life.  
I would encourage you to visit the Internet and do a search of Padre Pio to read the full story for yourself 
and gain a better understanding of why we now have a prayer garden at our church dedicated to Pio.  A 
description of his miracles can be found online at https://www.padrepiodapietrelcina.com/en/padre-pio-
miracles/ 
Padre Pio (May 25, 1887 – Sept. 23, 1968), was born into a devout Roman Catholic family in Pietrelcina, a 
town in the province of Benevento, in the Southern Italian region of Campania, of peasant farmer parents 
with the name Francesco Forgione.  The young Francesco was afflicted with several illnesses.  At six he 
suffered from severe gastroenteritis, and at ten he caught typhoid fever.  
Born Francesco Forgione, he was given the name of Pius (Italian: Pio) in honor of St. Pius I when he 
joined the Order of Friars Minor Capuchin at age 15.  In 1910, the year in which he became a priest, he 
received the stigmata (bodily marks corresponding to the wounds suffered by the crucified Jesus) for the 
first time, although they eventually healed. 
Pietrelcina was a town where feast days of saints were celebrated throughout the year, and the Forgione 
family was deeply religious. They attended Mass daily, prayed the Rosary nightly, and abstained from 
meat three days a week in honor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  Although Francesco's parents and grand-
parents were illiterate, they narrated Bible stories to their children. 
As a youth, Francesco reported that he had experienced heavenly visions.  In 1897, after he had complet-
ed three years at the public school, Francesco was said to have been drawn to the life of a friar after lis-
tening to a young Capuchin who was preaching in the countryside.  When Francesco expressed his de-
sire to his parents, they made a trip to Morcone, a community 13 miles north of Pietrelcina, to find out if 
their son was eligible to enter the Order.  The friars there informed them that they were interested in ac-
cepting Francesco into their community, but he needed to be better educated.  
Francesco's father went to the United States in search of work to pay for private tutoring for his son, to 
meet the academic requirements to enter the Capuchin Order.  It was in this period that Pio underwent 
private tutoring and passed the academic requirements.  On January 6, 1903, at the age of 15, he entered 
the novitiate of the Capuchin friars at Morcone and took the Franciscan habit and the name of Fra (Friar) 
Pio, in honor of Pope Pius I.   
Commencing his seven-year study for the priesthood, Fra Pio travelled to the friary of Saint Francis of 
Assisi in Umbria.  At 17, he fell ill, complaining of loss of appetite, insomnia, exhaustion, fainting spells, 
and migraines. He vomited frequently and could digest only milk and cheese.  Religious devotees point 
to this time that inexplicable phenomena allegedly began to occur.  During prayers for example, Pio ap-
peared to others to be in a stupor, as if he were absent. One of Pio's fellow friars later claimed to have 
seen him in ecstasy, and allegedly levitating above the ground.  
He was drafted into the Italian military in 1915 for medical service during World War I but was discharged 
shortly thereafter because of his poor health.  He received the stigmata again in 1918, and this time they 
remained with him until his death.  
These and other signs of his holiness, such as his reported ability to be in two places at once and his gift 
of spiritual healing, drew growing numbers of pilgrims to him.  He was noted for his charity and piety and 
was both beatified (1999) and canonized (2002) by Pope John Paul II. 
On September 4, 1916, he moved to an agricultural community at the Our Lady of Grace Capuchin Friary, 
located in the Gargano Mountains in San Giovanni Rotondo in the Province of Foggia.  He remained there 
until his death in 1968. 
If you have the opportunity, visit the Padre Pio prayer garden and offer your personal prayers to the saint 
to keep us all safe as we do our best to live good lives.  Enjoy your week ahead. 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com
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Contact Al Wickenheiser to place an ad today! 
awickenheiser@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6409

Family Owned and Operated Since 1926
Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400


