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Padre Pio Prayer Garden  
    The Saint (padre) Pio of Pietrelcina prayer garden in the 
front of the church is in process. We thank the benefactors 
that made this possible and we look forward to spending 

some quiet time in our prayer garden. 



 

  



 

  

Rev. Peter J. Gower 

 
 
 

Sitting down to create a thoughtful budget isn’t everyone’s cup of tea. It is a big 

task, and the fact that the church is funded by its members’ generosity makes plan-

ning more difficult. Your giving may fluctuate depending on the time of year, adding 

an extra hurdle. 

Moreover, this year brought a world-wide pandemic that has majorly changed the 

way church’s function. Many churches are facing hard decisions going into the new 

year. 

So how can you create a smart church budget for 2021? 

At Our Lady of Grace, we budget REALISTICALLY based on the past three 

quarters of actual experience.  All revenues are budgeted conservatively, and expenses 

are managed wherever possible conservatively.    

 

Our parish will submit a balanced budget to the diocese after the finance council 

meeting June 7. I would like to thank our parish bookkeeper, trustees and financial 

council members for their help in the budgeting process. 

 

Maintaining a vibrant parish for the future requires the continued generosity of our 

parishioners. Thank you for your support. 



 

  

CLUB 100 Weekly WINNERS 2021  
     

MONTH DATE NUMBER NAME AMOUNT 

MARCH 1 58 Frank Pace $100  

 8 79 
Mary Sue An-

dreozzi $100  

 15 116 
Linda/Vincent 

Castaldi $100  

 22 93 Sylvia Sgambato $100  

 29 110 Celeste Richard $100  

APRIL 5 110 Celeste Richard $100  

 12 10 Angela Quartino $100  

 19 60 Louis Raso $100  

 26 52 Peter Lombardi $100  

May 3 38 Joyce Auclair $100  

 10 92 Ann Simpson $100  

 17 17 Cathy Macari $100  

 24 10 Angela Quartino $100  

 31 42 Rev. David LiPuma $100  



 

  

16 8:30 Anita Lombardi 
B'Day Rem By Mike 
Lombardi 

 10:30 Joseph Zoglio, Jr.  6th Ann. By Family 

22 4:00 Anna R. Bucci 2nd Ann By Family 

23 8:30 Angelo De Fusco 
4th Ann. By Wife & 
Family 

 10:30 Carl Pellegrino 
1st Ann BY Jimmy, Ni-
cole & Family 

24 8:00 
Jesse Gomez 

Wedd. Ann By Wife 
Marcia 

26 8:00 Guido Cambio B'Day By Margie 

29 4:00 
Ann & Salvatore De-
Louise Mem. By Family 

30 8:30 Vilma Zanni 
72 Wedding Anniver-
sary 

 10:30 Cidalia Correia 
By Lawrence & Maria 
Vieira 

May Mass Schedule  2021 



 

  

“View from the Pew”   by George W. Reilly  
 
       Priest shortage in the Catholic Church 
 
 
 
Wikipedia tell us that, In the years since World War II, there has been a substantial reduction in the number of priests per cap-
ita in the Catholic Church, a phenomenon considered by many to constitute a "shortage" in the number of priests.  From 
1980 to 2012, the ratio of Catholics per priest increased globally, with the number of Catholics per priest going from 1,895 to 
3,126.  That is the old “good news/bad news scenario.”  More Catholics but fewer priests to minister to them.  

In 2014, statistics show 49,153 parishes in the world had no resident priest pastor.  Between 1970 and 2017, the number of 
priests worldwide declined from 419,728 to 414,582.  

While the total number of priests worldwide has therefore remained about the same since 1970, the Catholic population has 
nearly doubled, growing from 653.6 million in 1970 to 1.229 billion in 2012.   In 2012 the global number of candidates for the 
priesthood also showed its first decline in recent years.  

The number of parishes with no resident priest pastor has grown from 39,431 in 1970 to 49,153 in 2012.   The number of par-
ishes without a priest does not include the thousands of parishes that have closed or merged for lack of priests. 

In the United States, where approximately one quarter of the population is Catholic, there is one priest per 2,000 Catholics.  
Between 1965 and 2012, the number of U.S. parishes without a priest climbed from 549 to 3,496.    

The organization that accredits theological schools said 75,431 people were studying for the ministry at 261 institutions dur-
ing the last academic year, an increase of .6 percent from the year before.  Priestly ordinations, however, are stable at a low 
level of 6–7 per year per million Catholics for over 15 years.  

But Theological College's (the national Roman Catholic diocesan seminary located in Washington, DC) Father Phillip Brown 
said a rise in enrollment is only part of the story:  "It's not just the numbers but the quality and spirit of the men who are com-
ing.  I'm tremendously impressed with the quality of the candidates, their zeal.  We're seeing a real renewal of the priest-
hood.”  

Across Europe, things are not much better.  In Germany, which used to send missionary priests to other countries, it now 
has a shortage of new clergy.  As a result, some German congregations have merged, and the church has recruited priests 
from elsewhere.  Approximately 10 percent of Catholic priests in Germany, about 1,300, are immigrants, with many hailing 
from India.  

In Ireland, the decade from 2002 to 2012 saw the number of Catholic diocesan priests drop 13 per cent, similar to the de-
crease in the number of priests in religious congregations.  And many priests remaining are elderly and approaching retire-
ment.  

“The crisis is now mathematically certain. If we keep going the way we are, the future of the Irish priesthood is now unsus-
tainable,” noted Fr. Brendan Hoban, head of the Association of Catholic priests.   In 2017 Fr. Sean McDonagh wrote an article 
in the “Tablet” saying, "Over 65 per-cent of Irish priests are aged 55 or over.  There are only two priests under the age of 40 
in the Archdiocese of Dublin.  The research points out that to maintain the status quo would mean ordaining 82 priests each 
year, clearly a number that is not realistic.   

In Spain, Catholic Church sources confirmed that the country is experiencing a shortage of priests.  Rural priests are in 
some cases responsible for up to a half dozen parishes at a time.  In one case, a priest in Cantabria is responsible for 22 par-
ishes.  A study sponsored by the church showed that in 2007, at least 10,615 of the 23,286 parishes in Spain had no priest in 
permanent residence.  

In 2009, only 90 priests were ordained in France, a significant drop from the 112 that were ordained a decade before.  The 
church hierarchy is alarmed and has managed the problem thus far with recruitment from abroad.  There are over 1,300 for-
eign Catholic priests in France, or approximately 10% of the priesthood; over 650 come from Africa, typically from poor Afri-
can countries such as Togo, Madagascar and Burkina Faso, where churches have enough priests or simply cannot pay for 
more.  

The region where Catholicism is experiencing its fastest growth is in Africa, and the growth in the number of priests is not 
keeping up with the growth of congregants.  The Catholic population there has grown by 238 percent since 1980 and is ap-
proaching 200 million, thus far exceeding the growth in the number of priests, which was up 131 percent in the same period.  

Various causes for the priest shortage have been suggested and, in some cases, studied.  They include:  clerical celibacy, 
the age of current priests, smaller families with parents who have different expectations for their children than the clergy, 
sexual abuse scandal and socioeconomic expectations (the low financial status of a typical priest). 

How lucky we are then to have our own Father Peter as pastor of OLG, caring for his flock and providing dynamic leadership 
as other parishes even in our own state are merging and going in new uncertain directions.  Say a prayer to keep it that way 
and to encourage vocations for the future. 
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One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

Live Entertainment & Refreshments

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

SCITUATE HARDWARE
- LOCK & KEY

FULL SERVICE LOCKSMITH
PHONE: 401-647-4900

Commercial • Residential
Automotive • Locks Re-keyed

Lost Keys Made
32 Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com
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Contact Al Wickenheiser to place an ad today! 
awickenheiser@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6409

Family Owned and Operated Since 1926
Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400


