
 

  



 

  



 

  

“View from the Pew”    by George W. Reilly      
Fun Facts about Christmas for Catholics         

Here are some interesting facts for Catholics about Christmas to get you in the spirit.  

Candy canes are shaped as shepherd's staffs because Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Candy canes are traditionally 
red and white striped, with the white symbolizing the purity of Jesus, the sacrificial lamb, and the red symbolizing 
the blood the Lamb shed for our sins.  Also, the candy cane upside down looks like the letter 'J' which stands for 
Jesus.  

The use of holly at Christmas reflects the Passion.  The holly bush used for wreaths is a thorny bush, which sym-
bolizes the crown of thorns Jesus wore during His Passion.  The red berries of the holly represent the drops of His 
blood. 

Christmas trees symbolize God's everlasting love.  The Christmas tree is an evergreen tree to remind us of God's 
everlasting love.  The star traditionally placed on top of the tree symbolizes the star of Bethlehem. 

The stable where Jesus was born was actually a cave.  Because of the terrain and natural conditions of the area, the 
ancient peoples of Israel had primarily stone buildings, and used natural caves as much as possible.  You can still 
visit the cave of Christ's birth if you visit the Holy Land.  It is a major shrine and tourist attraction. 

Christ might have been born in the spring.  Unlike other religions, as the early Church expanded, rather than crush 
the cultures they met, they worked to incorporate their practices for easier assimilation.  Some believe that Dec. 25 
was picked as the feast day of Christ (Christmas) because of the pagan celebration of the winter solstice.  The 
Christmas tree was similarly absorbed from the Romans Solstice branch as well as the German Yule Log. 

Finally, there is a ton of Biblical significance in the “Twelve Days of Christmas.”  You are all familiar with that 
Christmas song which is a delightful nonsense rhyme set to music.  But it had quite a serious purpose when it was 
written.  It is a good deal more than just a repetitious melody with pretty phrases and a list of strange gifts.  Catho-
lics in England during the period 1558 to 1829, when Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in England, were pro-
hibited from ANY practice of their faith by law, private OR public.  It was a crime to BE a Catholic. 

"The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in England as one of the "Catechism songs" to help young Catholics 
learn the tenets of their faith -- a memory aid, when to be caught with anything in writing indicating adherence to 
the Catholic faith could not only get you imprisoned, it could get you hanged.  The song’s gifts are hidden mean-
ings to the teachings of our faith.  The "true love" mentioned in the song does not refer to an earthly suitor but in-
stead refers to God Himself.  The "me" who receives the presents refers to every baptized person.  The partridge in 
a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

The other symbols mean the following: 

1 Partridge in a Pear Tree = Jesus Christ, Son of God 
2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments 
3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the theological virtues 
4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists 
5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the Old Testament, the "Pentateuch," which gives the history of man's fall 
from grace 
6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation 
7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments 
8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes 
9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit 
10 Lords A-leaping = the ten commandments 
11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles 
12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle's Creed 

Have a cup of cheer on me for the holiday and stay healthy and enjoy it all. 



 

  



 

  

 

CHRISTMAS IS JOY – CHRISTMAS DAY REFLECTION 

 

“And the word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:1-18 

Merry Christmas! 

Today we rejoice in God’s overwhelming love for us, expressed through his Son Jesus. In our 
Christmas Day Gospel, John writes, “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” 

The Advent Gospels (and our writers) have helped us prepare for this day! We have been en-
couraged through the words of the prophets, John the Baptist, and the angel Gabriel, who said 
– “Do not be afraid.” God knows that we yearn to be free, and thus sends Christ into our midst. 
Through Christ we are once again invited into the “fulness of life” – where hope and joy are re-
alities, not dreams. 

Pope Francis tell us: “Christmas is joy.” 

What is the joy of Christmas? It is the joy of our encounter with Jesus Christ! There is plenty of 
manufactured joy that is fleeting, especially during the Christmas season. The joy that we ex-
perience in the love of Christ, though, is eternal. It is not simply happiness in a thing or a mo-
ment. 

Our joy is the Good News of salvation in Christ, the Incarnate One, Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
Look at a scene of the Nativity of Jesus Christ. In that humble moment, God comes as an infant 
child for one reason and one reason only, for us to have the opportunity for salvation. 

The rarely sung third verse of the Christmas carol, O Holy Night, reminds us of the joy and free-
dom that come from Jesus Christ: 

Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise His Holy name! 
Christ is the Lord, then ever! ever praise we! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 

Thank you for walking with us this Advent 



 

  

OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

Church Address: 
15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Mailing Address: 
4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 

   Friday-9am—Noon 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

 

Betsy Reilly 

Administrative Assistant  

 

Sue Mansolillo 

Bookkeeper 

  

Amadeo Domenico  

Acting Custodian 

  

Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 
 

Instagram 
olg_ri 

 
 

   

  

  

 



 

  



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Grace, Johnston, RI 03-1238

One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

 Refreshments available

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com

THIS SPACE IS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1926
Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Contact Al Wickenheiser 
to place an ad today! 

awickenheiser@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6409

LET US PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE.

Domenic & Sons Floorcovering, Inc
Carpet & Area Rugs

Hardwoods, Laminates & Vinyl
Tile & Stone

Free In-Home Estimates        
255 Greenville Ave,

Johnston, RI, 02919-4111
Phone: 401-231-1885

www.domenicandsons.net

SCITUATE 
HARDWARE
Large Fastener Selection

Plumbing • Electrical • Hardware 
Keys • Windows Screens  

Cabot Stain • Glidden Paint 
Locksmith Service

Tom & Lori Ricci 401-647-4900
32 Danielson Pike • North Scituate


