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“View from the Pew”   by George W. Reilly              
 
“Fun Christmas Facts to Get You in the Holiday Spirit” 
 
 
* If you gave all the gifts listed in the "Twelve Days of Christmas," it would equal 364 presents.   If you sing 
the famous festive tune and count up all of the gifts that are bestowed upon the lucky singer in the lyrics—French 
hens, turtle doves, calling birds, and so much more, you would end up with 364 presents, just about one for every 
day of the year. 
* Eggnog dates back to medieval times and a drink called "posset."   It is made with sweetened and spiced milk 
curdled with ale or wine and served hot, according to Healthline.com. 
* Tinsel was once made of real silver, a much pricier adornment.  According to the BBC, tinsel has its origins in 
the early 1600s in Nuremberg, Germany, where people "used thin strands of real silver in their trees to reflect can-
dlelight, as they used to put real candles in their trees."  And since silver was expensive, being able to use tinsel 
was something of a status symbol. 

* The Statue of Liberty is the largest Christmas gift ever given.  Standing over 150 feet tall and weighing 225 
tons, the Statue of Liberty is an impressive figure.  Since it was considered a holiday gift when it was given to the 
U.S. by France in 1886, it is officially the largest Christmas present in the world.  Merry Christmas Lady Liberty. 

* Thomas Edison and his business partner Edward H. Johnson invented Christmas lights.  According to the 
Library of Congress, Edison created the first strand of electric lights in 1880, which he hung outside his laboratory 
in Menlo Park, New Jersey, during Christmastime that year. However, Johnson, his partner at Edison Illumination 
Company in 1882, became the first to wrap a strand of red, white, and blue bulbs around a Christmas tree.  And the 
rest, as they say, is history. 

* The first tree at New York City’s Rockefeller Center in 1931 was an unadorned 20 -foot tree from construc-
tion workers who were laboring at the center's construction site.  A second tree went up two years later, this time a 
50-footer with lights, sparking the annual tradition.  Today, the towering tree is decorated each year with over 
25,000 lights, according to Time.com. 

* Christmas Day boasts the lowest number of relationship breakups.  I f you and your significant other make it 
to Christmas Day, you can probably take the day off from worrying that you are going to break up, according to a 
study conducted by Facebook.   

And it is the most popular time of year to propose.  According to The Washington Post, wedding experts and 
social media data indicate that Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are the two most popular days of the year to pro-
pose marriage. 

* A record number of babies is conceived around Christmas.  Studies have shown that September is the most 
popular time for babies to be born in the U.S.  Check the calendar and that means that those little ones were con-
ceived around the holiday season when couples are feeling rather, er, cozy.  That eggnog always works. 

* There are nearly 750 different versions of "Silent Night” which has long been a staple of the holiday season, 
when the hauntingly beautiful carol can be heard almost everywhere you go.  So it makes sense that it is, in fact, 
the most recorded Christmas song in history.   

* The tradition of putting up Christmas trees is more than 500 years old that can be traced back to Germany.  
According to History.com, "Germany is credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition as we now know it in the 
16th century when devout Christians brought decorated trees into their homes."  The custom did not come to the 
U.S. until the late 1700s or early 1800s, via German settlers in Pennsylvania and took a long time to catch on. 

* Mariah Carey wrote "All I Want for Christmas Is You," her now-ubiquitous Christmas pop song, in 15 
minutes.  Her collaborator Walter Afanasieff told Billboard, "That's why it's so popular—because it's so simple and 
palatable!" 

* Children have been leaving cookies and milk out for Santa since at least 1896.  No one knows exactly why it 
is now customary to leave out cookies and milk for Santa Claus, but, per National Public Radio, the first recorded 
reference to the tradition is from a Santa-themed magazine for children that was published in the late 19th century.  
A young girl wrote to St. Nicholas: An Illustrated Magazine for Young Folks that she and her brother were planning 
to leave the snack out for their Christmas visitor in case he was hungry. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night.  Stay safe during the holidays.  



 

  



 

  

 

CHRISTMAS IS JOY – CHRISTMAS DAY REFLECTION 

 

“And the word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:1-18 

Merry Christmas! 

Today we rejoice in God’s overwhelming love for us, expressed through his Son Jesus. In our 
Christmas Day Gospel, John writes, “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” 

The Advent Gospels (and our writers) have helped us prepare for this day! We have been en-
couraged through the words of the prophets, John the Baptist, and the angel Gabriel, who said 
– “Do not be afraid.” God knows that we yearn to be free, and thus sends Christ into our midst. 
Through Christ we are once again invited into the “fulness of life” – where hope and joy are re-
alities, not dreams. 

Pope Francis tell us: “Christmas is joy.” 

What is the joy of Christmas? It is the joy of our encounter with Jesus Christ! There is plenty of 
manufactured joy that is fleeting, especially during the Christmas season. The joy that we ex-
perience in the love of Christ, though, is eternal. It is not simply happiness in a thing or a mo-
ment. 

Our joy is the Good News of salvation in Christ, the Incarnate One, Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
Look at a scene of the Nativity of Jesus Christ. In that humble moment, God comes as an infant 
child for one reason and one reason only, for us to have the opportunity for salvation. 

The rarely sung third verse of the Christmas carol, O Holy Night, reminds us of the joy and free-
dom that come from Jesus Christ: 

Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in His name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise His Holy name! 
Christ is the Lord, then ever! ever praise we! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 
His pow’r and glory, evermore proclaim! 

Thank you for walking with us this Advent 



 

  

OUR LADY OF GRACE- PARISH DIRECTORY 

 

Church Address: 
15 George Waterman Rd 

Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Mailing Address: 
4 Lafayette St 

Johnston, RI 02919 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs 9 am—3:30 pm 

   Friday-9am—Noon 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

Ourladyofgraceri.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

Reverend Peter J. Gower 

 Pastor 

 ourladyofgraceri@aol.com 

 

Betsy Reilly 

Administrative Assistant  

 

Sue Mansolillo 

Bookkeeper 

  

Amadeo Domenico  

Acting Custodian 

  

Mr. Jeffrey Del Gigante 

 Music Director 

 

Mrs. Frances DiBiasio 

 Funeral Administrator 

 (401) 231-7334 

 (401) 451-0359 

 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

  

Mrs. Joanne Burley, Director 

 jburley@ourladyofgraceri.org 

 (401) 231-2220 ext 2 

 

Religious Education Office Hours: 

 

  Monday—Wednesday 

  9:00 am until 2:00 pm 

 

  Thursday 

  9:00 am until 1:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA–CONNECT WITH US  

 

Facebook 

@olgri2020 
 

Instagram 
olg_ri 

 
 

   

  

  

 



 

  



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Grace, Johnston, RI 03-1238

One Cherry Hill Rd. |  Johnston, RI 

OPEN HOUSE 
Every Thursday 3-4pm

 Refreshments available

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder • “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI

421-0289 • www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore   Assistant to the Director

Michael P. Tasca   President • Susan M. Tasca   Director

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors: 
Geoffrey D. Greene • Jennifer L. Fagan 

2251 Mineral Spring Avenue
North Providence
231-9307

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.
86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

 QUALITY USED CARS
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
 DOMESTIC • FOREIGN

401-521-7318

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. • Johnston RI

401-943-0522 • www.shredngori.com
shredngori@outlook.net

Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law
licensed in ri & ma

Family Law, Bankruptcy & Estate Planning

GRASSO LAW OFFICES
 1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
 401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

“Enter as Strangers, Leave as Friends”

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

 
(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919  

MICHELETTI
OIL SERVICE INC.

Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment

Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055
987 Plainfield St., Johnston

michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI

www.michelettioil.com

THIS SPACE IS

Family Owned and Operated Since 1926
Anthony W. Hamel, LFD 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

Contact Al Wickenheiser 
to place an ad today! 

awickenheiser@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6409

LET US PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE.

Domenic & Sons Floorcovering, Inc
Carpet & Area Rugs

Hardwoods, Laminates & Vinyl
Tile & Stone

Free In-Home Estimates        
255 Greenville Ave,

Johnston, RI, 02919-4111
Phone: 401-231-1885

www.domenicandsons.net

SCITUATE 
HARDWARE
Large Fastener Selection

Plumbing • Electrical • Hardware 
Keys • Windows Screens  

Cabot Stain • Glidden Paint 
Locksmith Service

Tom & Lori Ricci 401-647-4900
32 Danielson Pike • North Scituate


