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‘O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only Son fo the peoples of the
earth: Llead us, who know you now by faith, fo your presence, where we may see your
glory face fo face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now.and for ever
Amen.

OUR LADY OF GRACE CATHOLIC CHURCH
15 George Waterman Road
Johnston, Rhode [sland 02919
Telephone: (401) 231-2220
FacsImlle (401) 231-3805




Sunday Mass Beadings for Thes Epiphany of the Loed, 3amuary 2 22000

1st Reading Isaiah 60:1-G
Responsorial Psalm Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8,. 10-11, 12-13
2nd Reading Ephesians 3:2-3A, 5-6
Alleluia Matthews 2:2
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

A reflection for the feast of the Epiphany

To whom do we give our allegiance? Who receives our homage? Before whom do we bend
our knee?

The magi, wise and influential advisors in the Persian royal court, reading the signs in the
stars, come to Bethlehem to find the newborn king of the Jews (Matt. 2:1-12). The king they
will find is verydifferent than the current king of the Jews.

King Herod is a tyrant. The historical record confirms that he was as cruel and violent as
Scripture tells us he was. As is true of every cruel dictator (or schoolyard bully), hisis a
fragile ego. When he is in the midst of one of his fear-based tantrums there is no telling what
kind of suffering he will inflict upon his people. When Herod is troubled, so is all Jerusalem.

No one is safe from the violence that Herod might unleash when his power is threatened.

This small child who was born in a barn and spent his first night sleeping in a feeding trough
represents a very different kind of king. In this child a radiant and glorious light will shine for
all people (Isa. 60:1-6). Asthe psalm for this day’s liturgy tells us, this king will “govern [the]
people with justice” (Ps. 72:2). As a ruler, this king “rescues the poor when they cry out, the
oppressed who have no one to help. He shows pity to the needy and the poor and saves the
lives of the poor” (Ps. 72:12-13). This is the kind of ruler we should want. It is certainly the
kind of ruler that we need.

Jesus—the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, and the Prince of Peace—is the only one worthy
of our ultimate allegiance. The magi, these foreigners, may not have fully understood who or
what they would encounter, but they did come to understand that it was before the infant
Jesus that they should bend their knees; to him they should offer their gifts. To King Herod
they turned their backs, disobeying him as “they departed for their country by another way”
(Matt. 2:12). That is the way to deal with cruel and violent rulers and the cruelty and hatred
within us; we must find another way.



In times that are plagued by political conflict and animosity, amidst the fear and confusion
of a pandemic that has cost so many their lives and others their livelihoods, we may be
tempted to bend our knees and give allegiance to someone or something other than God.
We might be tempted to surrender our wills and offer our loyalty to someone who promises
to protect us from an unknown and threatening future. We might want to embrace some
political ideology in the hopes that it will cure every ill. That never has and never will turn

out well.

Only God—the Father as we have come to know him in the Son through the power of the
Holy Spirit—is worthy of our worship, our allegiance, our homage. There are no modern day
political leaders worthy of our ultimate allegiance or unflinching loyalty. However, as people
of faith we know that there are criteria that we should use to evaluate our (imperfect)
leaders: Do they seek to give relief to the poor? Do they show compassion to the afflicted?
Do they have pity on the suffering and the lowly? We must also evaluate our own lives in this
regard. Who receives our homage? Before whom do we bend our knees?
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Christmas Week Mass Schedule

Date Time December/January
24 4:00 Vigil of the Nativity of The Lord
24 12am Midnight Mass
25 9:00 The Nativity of The Lord
26 2:30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
26 10:30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
27 2:00 5t. John, Apostle Evangelist
28 2:00 The Holy Innocents Martyrs
29 8:00 5t. Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr
30 2:00 No Mass
31 4:00 Vigil, Solemenity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
1 4:00 Mot a Holy Day of Obligation this year- No Mass
2 8:30 Mo Mass

2 10:30 The Epiphany of The Lord



INTENTIONS

January Mass Schedule 2022

Date Time Name Intention/Request
1 No Mass
2 8:00 Mo Mass
10:30 Barbara Zanni 1st Ann. By Family
8 4:00  Anna B. Cardillo B'day Rem. By Patricia Cardillo
Louise Spremulli Chiarmaonti By loe & Eleanor
Anthony & John Spremulli
9 8:30  Stephen Kedelski, Ir 1st Ann. By Family
10:30  Angelina & Michael Capobianco By Peter, Susan & Family
& sons Michael & Louis
10 8:00 Bernardino Marraffino By Family
Nonna Assunda Marraffino
11 B:00  Alice Kane, Walter Doyle, & Alice Couto By Dorothy Sacchetti
15 4:00 John Ginolfi B'day Rem. By Linda & Vincent Castaldi
Ann Gower Ann. Rem.
16 8:30  Frances Grasso 10 yr Rem. By Family
10:30 Matthew Dilorio Mem. By Tony Sciarra
17 B:00  lesse Gomez By Wife Marcia & Children
18 8:00 Mary Ann Cecere 2nd Ann By Don & Don, Ir.
22 4:00  Preston Walker By Robert & Paul
23 8:30  Anna Carbone B'day Rem. By Family
10:30 Carmine Pezza By Family
24 8:00  Anna Carbone B'day Rem. By Family
29 4:00 Marie Rose Costabile 19th Ann. By Family
30 8:30  Frances Grasso 10th Ann. By Husband & Family
10:30  Anthony & Betty Antoscia Mem. By Pat & John Raposa

John & Marie Raposa, Loretta ludicianni
Shirley DiPippo, Ben Marcoccio
Jason Pisani

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing g
Christ may find an eager welcome at His coming and
His side in the kingdom of heaven. Amen. ‘
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“View from the Pew” by George W. Reilly

“Fun Christmas Facts to Get You in the Holiday Spirit”

* If you gave all the gifts listed in the "Twelve Days of Christmas," it would equal 364 presents. If you sing
the famous festive tune and count up all of the gifts that are bestowed upon the lucky singer in the lyrics—French
hens, turtle doves, calling birds, and so much more, you would end up with 364 presents, just about one for every
day of the year.

* Eggnog dates back to medieval times and a drink called "posset.” It is made with sweetened and spiced milk
curdled with ale or wine and served hot, according to Healthline.com.

* Tinsel was once made of real silver, a much pricier adornment. According to the BBC, tinsel has its origins in
the early 1600s in Nuremberg, Germany, where people "used thin strands of real silver in their trees to reflect can-
dlelight, as they used to put real candles in their trees." And since silver was expensive, being able to use tinsel
was something of a status symbol.

* The Statue of Liberty is the largest Christmas gift ever given. Standing over 150 feet tall and weighing 225
tons, the Statue of Liberty is an impressive figure. Since it was considered a holiday gift when it was given to the
U.S. by France in 1886, it is officially the largest Christmas present in the world. Merry Christmas Lady Liberty.

* Thomas Edison and his business partner Edward H. Johnson invented Christmas lights. According to the
Library of Congress, Edison created the first strand of electric lights in 1880, which he hung outside his laboratory
in Menlo Park, New Jersey, during Christmastime that year. However, Johnson, his partner at Edison lllumination
Company in 1882, became the first to wrap a strand of red, white, and blue bulbs around a Christmas tree. And the
rest, as they say, is history.

* The first tree at New York City’s Rockefeller Center in 1931 was an unadorned 20-foot tree from construc-
tion workers who were laboring at the center's construction site. A second tree went up two years later, this time a
50-footer with lights, sparking the annual tradition. Today, the towering tree is decorated each year with over
25,000 lights, according to Time.com.

* Christmas Day boasts the lowest number of relationship breakups. If you and your significant other make it
to Christmas Day, you can probably take the day off from worrying that you are going to break up, according to a
study conducted by Facebook.

And it is the most popular time of year to propose. According to The Washington Post, wedding experts and
social media data indicate that Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are the two most popular days of the year to pro-
pose marriage.

* A record number of babies is conceived around Christmas. Studies have shown that September is the most
popular time for babies to be born in the U.S. Check the calendar and that means that those little ones were con-
ceived around the holiday season when couples are feeling rather, er, cozy. That eggnog always works.

* There are nearly 750 different versions of "Silent Night” which has long been a staple of the holiday season,
when the hauntingly beautiful carol can be heard almost everywhere you go. So it makes sense that it is, in fact,
the most recorded Christmas song in history.

* The tradition of putting up Christmas trees is more than 500 years old that can be traced back to Germany.
According to History.com, "Germany is credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition as we now know it in the
16th century when devout Christians brought decorated trees into their homes." The custom did not come to the
U.S. until the late 1700s or early 1800s, via German settlers in Pennsylvania and took a long time to catch on.

* Mariah Carey wrote "All | Want for Christmas Is You," her now-ubiquitous Christmas pop song, in 15
minutes. Her collaborator Walter Afanasieff told Billboard, "That's why it's so popular—because it's so simple and
palatable!"

* Children have been leaving cookies and milk out for Santa since at least 1896. No one knows exactly why it
is now customary to leave out cookies and milk for Santa Claus, but, per National Public Radio, the first recorded
reference to the tradition is from a Santa-themed magazine for children that was published in the late 19th century.
A young girl wrote to St. Nicholas: An lllustrated Magazine for Young Folks that she and her brother were planning
to leave the snack out for their Christmas visitor in case he was hungry.

Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night. Stay safe during the holidays.



*--.

// // oy /Y 4/’7/' @ //(w/"

.

:

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION:
THE POPE FRANCIS LIST

Don’t gossip.

Finish vour meals.

Make time for others.

Choose the ‘'more humble’ purchase.
Meet the poor ‘in the flesh’.

Stop judging others.

Befriend those who disagree.

Make commitments, such as marriage.
Make it a habit to ‘ask the Lord’.

Be happv.
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OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH
CLUB 100
SPONSORED BY THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY
Ticket donation is
S$5.00 per week for 25 weeks
A total of $125.00
PRIZES:
$100.00 Drawing per week for 25 weeks
First Drawing on March 1, 2022
Grand Drawing:

First Prize: S$500.00
Second Prize: $500.00
Third Prize: $200.00
Fourth Prize: $200.00
Fifth Prize: $100.00
Sixth Prize: $100.00

Grand Drawing will be held in June.

Membership includes: Dinner
One dinner per ticket purchased.

SUPPORT OUR PARISH BY JOINING CLUB 100 TODAY




Jacqueline M. Grasso, Esq.
Attorney at Law

LICENSED IN RI & MA

, Famiy Liaw,iBafnkruptcy & Estate PIannirTg

;‘GRASSO LAW OFFICES

1310 Atwood Ave., Johnston
401-946-4500 or www.grassolaw.net

MICHELETTI

OIL SERVICE INC.
Burner Sales & Service
High-Tech Oil Heat Equipment
Joe Micheletti 401-946-5055

Thomas G. Gattone, Founder « “Woodlawn”
600 Pontiac Ave, Cranston, RI
421-0289 + www.WoodlawnGattone.com
Robert J. Lepore Assistant to the Director
Michael P.Tasca President  Susan M. Tasca Director

987 Plainfield St., Johnston
michelettioil@verizon.net
facebook.com/michelettioilRI
www.michelettioil.com

E //;/w/y Choned and fy,rm/w/ Chnee 1920
Anthony W. Hamel, LED 4th Generation
1381 Smith Street, North Providence

353-2400

SCITUATE
HARDWARE

Large Fastener Selection
= Plumbing « Electrical « Hardware
Keys « Windows Screens
Cabot Stain » Glidden Paint
Locksmith Service
Tom & Lori Ricci 401-647-4900
32 DANIELSON PIKE * NORTH SCITUATE

401.233.2880 | www.cherryhillbridge.com

LET US PLACE YOUR
AD HERE.

"€NTER AS STRANGERS, LEAVE AS £RIENDS"

ONE STOP SHOP - ATTENDING TO ALL OF YOUR NEEDS - HASSLE FREE
We handle your claim from start to finish

- ALL DISCOUNTS APPLY TO DEDUCTIBLES
- FULL MECHANICAL

One Cherry Hill Rd. | Johnston, RI

OPEN HOUSE
Every Thursday 3-4pm
Refreshments available

Document Shredding
Computer & Hard Drive Destruction

Bob Cucino, President/CEO
15 Green Hill Rd. = Johnston RI

shredngori@outlook.net

WE'RE HIRI N G
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me with Benefits

war Community

Llr Cantact us at -:.:'lrEerzlﬁwﬂpi.-:-:un
www.dlpl.com/careers

_THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

Domenic & Sons Floorcovering, Inc
Carpet & Area Rugs
Hardwoods, Laminates & Viny!|
Tile & Stone
Free In-Home Estimates
255 Greenville Ave,
Johnston, RI, 02919-4111
Phone: 401-231-1885
www.domenicandsons.net

(401) 437-8444 | 775 Hartford Avenue ¢ Johnston, RI 02919

AND
SUPPORT YOUR

"GOMMUNITY
Adyerfise HHorel

IEi CONTACT US AT 800. 4??45?’4

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security !

Gt dd-Hour Protectian From s Name You Can Troest -

& Burglary
® Fire Safoty

pehored | ofeSiraets

L Prowidar

FREE

AD DESIGN

OF THIS SPACE

@ CALL
800.477.4574

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Jan Thivierge
to place an ad today!

jthivierge@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6408

SCOTT’S GARAGE LLC.

86 Greenville Ave, Johnston, RI

401-521-7318

QUALITY USED CARS
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE WORK
DOMESTIC * FOREIGN

Our Lady of Grace, Johnston, RI

ROBBINS
FUNERAL HOME

Directors:
2251 Min:

231 9307
03-1238




