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Weekend Masses 

Saturday      4:30 p.m. 

Sunday         9:00 a.m. 

        11:30 a.m. 

  

Daily Masses 

Monday-Friday                

7:30 a.m. 

(Lower Level Chapel) 

 

��

Miraculous 

Medal Novena 

Mondays immediately 

after the 7:30 a.m. Mass 

  

Reconciliation 

Saturdays 

3:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m.  

 

 

Holy Days 

As indicated in bulletin 

  

 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 a.m. –4:00 p.m. 

35 William Street, Pittston PA 18640        Phone: 570.654.0053        Fax: 570.654.3751          Web: stjohnspittston.com 

December 26, 2021                     The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
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From the Pastor  

Dear Parishioners,         

�

fter the glorious celebration of Christmas, we are now 

immersed into the season of Christmas!  Among the 

many gifts of Christmas is the fact that it is not limited 

to merely one day!  We know that each year, Christmas seems 

to come earlier and earlier!  By that, I mean that the signs of 

Christmas appear in our society and communities much before the actual 

day!  Well, the Church provides the opportunity to keep the celebration going 

for some time even after the day!  The immensity of the Christmas experience 

can't be confined to one day. We rejoice and celebrate for many days, up until 

the end of the Christmas season, the Baptism of the Lord, which this year will 

be on January 9.  Today, we celebrate this reality by focusing on the Holy 

Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Family has many connotations and 

challenges.  It always has. Our current day may offer many unique situations, 

but in all days, family has had its varied ways of working itself out. This feast 

is not so much given to us so that we can compare ourselves to the lives of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, but more to realize that we are really not all that 

unlike them.  Their special circumstances, made known to them by the 

message of an angel and by dreams, are certainly not the usual way we are 

informed about the course of our lives!  As if that wasn't enough, the baby Jesus grew up raised by a young mother 

and a father who likely built furniture for a living. He grew up as a religious minority in an occupied territory.  Family 

is usually a big part of the experience of Christmas. There are dynamics in every family that call us to a deep level of 

understanding, (sometimes patience!), and love. The example of the Holy Family, leading us by example and 

experience, helps us to grow by God's grace into the loving family of God, extending that love to our own families day 

by day.  May the warmth of this season of Christmas bring to your family a renewed sense of the beauty and value of 

each person.  Life can be complicated.  The Holy Family were not strangers to this reality.  Let us, like them, live every 

day in God's presence and love, trusting that He is with us in all things.  

 

 Thank you for all your Christmas cards, gifts, and “goodies”!  

They are very much appreciated! 

 

 

A Blessed and Happy New Year! 

As we approach the dawn of another year, we 

wish you a very Happy and Blessed New 

Year.  May it be filled with hope and may we 

live in the midst of God's grace each and every 

day.  This season of Christmas serves to remind 

us how totally and unconditionally we are loved 

by God.  Let that reality light this new year with 

hope and promise!  Happy New Year!  

 

 

Remember that we will not have office hours this week! 

The offices will reopen on Monday, January 3, 2022. 

 

A
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PARISH PATRONAL FEAST DAY 

Monday, December 27 is the feast of                                        

Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist.                                       

Please join us at the 7:30 a.m. Mass                                               

as we celebrate our parish patronal feast day.                             

Mass will be celebrated in the Upper Church with music. 

 

DAILY MASS  

On winter weather days when the Pittston Area School District is closed, delayed, or having a 

virtual instruction day, our 7:30 a.m. Mass will be cancelled. The 11:30 a.m. Mass at St. Joseph 

Marello will still take place. Also, please note that on days when we have inclement weather, 

our parish offices may be closed.� 

 

WINTER COAT DRIVE 

The Care & Concern Ministries are accepting donations of new or gently used adult winter coats. Also 

needed are hats, gloves, and scarves. No suits, sport coats, clothing, or shoes will be accepted. Coats 

will be made available to low-income households in the Pittston/Wyoming Area School Districts. 

Donations may be dropped off at St. John’s Parish Office 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY LOTTERY TICKETS 

Tickets are now available at the Parish Office for February 2022, every Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Lottery tickets are $10 each.  Proceeds benefit the Holy Name Society projects and our Parish.  Returns must be in 

before January 28, 2022 in order to register all tickets.  Thank you for your support. 

 

CONCERT SERIES 

Exciting news from St. John the Evangelist and St. Joseph Marello Parishes! We are in the 

process of planning a concert series that we plan to begin this spring. Both of our churches 

will host concerts by our own parish musicians, as well as other musicians from near and 

far, including collegiate musical ensembles, renowned liturgical composers, and world-class 

concert organists. A complete schedule will be available later this winter, but we just 

wanted to give you a heads-up about something we will all be able to look forward to in the 

New Year!  

 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR                                        

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY,                             

THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

 

Friday, December 31, 2021 

5:00 p.m.         Solemn Vespers at St. Joseph Marello 

5:30 p.m.                           Mass at St. Joseph Marello 

 

Saturday, January 1, 2021 

10:00 a.m.                 Mass at St. John the Evangelist 
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Pastoral Team 

 

Pastor 

      Rev. Joseph Elston 

  

Assistant Pastor 

      Rev. Jackson Pinheiro, OSJ  

  

Pastor Emeritus                             

      Msgr. John J. Bendik 

  

Deacon 

     Deacon David Marx 

  

Director of Religious Formation 

     JoAnne McHale 

   joannemchale@stjohnspittston.com

  

Director of Music Ministry 

     Dr. Charles Stevens 

 

Pastoral Associate, Organist, 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

     Michael Sowa 

     msowa@stjohnspittston.com  

  

Office Staff 

     Cathy Rusnok 

     Theresa Schubel 

  

 Sacristans 

      Michael Brown  

      Jack Riley 

  

Grounds & Maintenance  

       Bob Ayre 

       Rick Rinish 

       Jason Roche 

       Don Werkheiser     

  

Rectory & Household Staff 

       Jane Roche 

       Midge Butsavage 
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Mass Intentions for the Week 

 

 

Monday, Dec. 27 Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

  7:30 a.m.            James Doran                                            by Janet Delaney 

                                 

Tuesday, Dec. 28 Feast of The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

  7:30 a.m.              Mary Catherine Petroziello             by Mrs. Joan O’Boyle 

   

Wednesday, Dec. 29 Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

  7:30 a.m.                      Dec’d of the Ackerman Family  by Paul and Sheila Kern 

                                                                        

Thursday, Dec. 30 Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

  7:30 a.m.  Anna Jacobs                                                        by Family 

 

Friday, Dec. 31  Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas  

  No 7:30 a.m. Mass 

  5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass at St. Joseph Marello 

~ 2 0 2 2 ~ 

Saturday, Jan. 1 Solemnity of Mary, the Most Holy Mother of God 

   10:00 a.m.  George and Angeline Cole                            by Son, George 

 No 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass  

Sunday, Jan. 2  Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord   

  9:00 a.m.               Jay Delaney                                            by Frances Musto 

  11:30 a.m.              Bernice Sarti                                       by Sperrazza Family 

Memorial Honor Candles 

MONTH OF DECEMBER 

 

In memory of Peter and Martha Gechunis 

by Daughter Cathy 

 

In memory of Sam and Joseph Valenti 

by Family Theresa and Renee’ 

 

Eternal Rest Grant  

unto Them, O Lord 

 

Please remember in your prayers 

our parishioners and friends who 

have recently passed. 

 

Alex J. Nobile 

  Stewardship: YOUR GIFT OF TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

             

                                                                   

                Sunday Collection 

               for the Weekend of 

                 December 11-12 

             $6,172.00 

This includes: 

Offertory:             $   5,464.00 

Children:            $        64.00  

Loose                            $      214.00 

Dues:              $      430.00    

      Total Envelopes Used: 331 

�

RETIREMENT FUND FOR 

RELIGIOUS 

A sister writes, “Our prayers 

belong most of all to the generous 

benefactors whose donations have 

made this financial assistance 

possible.”  Thank you for 

supporting last week’s collection.  

Visit retiredreligious.org to learn 

how your gift supports elderly 

sister, brothers, and religious order 

priests.  A total of $540.00 was 

collected thank you for your 

generosity. 

�
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Memorial Donations 

We are most grateful for the following donations made to the 

many ministries of the Church and deeply appreciate the 

thoughtfulness. 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

John Cituk 

Altar and Rosary Christmas Party 

Mr. and Mrs. Demetrius Yedenak 

 

CARE AND CONCERN MINISTRIES 

Girls Dinner Group-Exeter High School Class of 1965 

(In memory of Sam and Jean Granteed and Michael and Susan 

Augello) by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Augello 

�

CARE AND CONCERN CLINIC 

(In memory of Doreen Collins) by Mary Hudock 

(In memory of Frank and Anna Duzen) by Daughters Paula 

and Donna 

�
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Readings for Next Weekend 

January 2, 2022 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

 

First Reading   Isaiah 60:1-6 

Second Reading             Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Gospel    Matthew 2:1-12 

Care and Concern Ministries 

Important Updates for Our Ministries 

FOOD PANTRY 

Free food is given, by appointment, to qualifying 

households in the Pittston Area and Wyoming 

Area School Districts.  Households may receive 

food once per month from September through May.  

Pre-qualification is done by phone at 570-654-9923. 

Proof of address (recent utility bill) is required at 

your first appointment each year.  Food Pantry 

appointments are made for the First and Second 

Wednesdays 

 of each month.  This ministry is closed from  

June through August. 

  

KIDS CLOSET

 

The Kids Closet offers new and gently used clothing 

for free to children (sizes newborn through 16) to 

families in the Pittston Area and Wyoming Area 

School Districts.  Photo ID is required to 

participate in this ministry.  Families are able to 

visit the Kids Closet every six weeks.  

This ministry is open the  

First and Second Wednesdays of each month from  

9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with no evening hours.  

  

TOY AND BOOK CORNER

 

The “Corner” offers new and gently used toys and 

books for free to children and families in the 

Pittston Area and Wyoming Area School Districts.  

Photo ID is required to participate in this ministry.  

Families are able to visit the Toy and Book Corner 

every six weeks.  

This ministry is open the  

First and Second Wednesdays of each month from  

9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with no evening hours.  

  

PEDIATRIC HEALTH CLINIC 

The Pediatric Clinic offers basic health care for 

children ages newborn through 11.  Children must 

be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.   

Call 570-855-6035 for more information. 

  

Information about the Free Health Clinic  

is forthcoming. 
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CHRISTMAS 2021 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR ST. John the EvangelisT
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           Saint John the Evangelist Parish 

                      Take-Out 

Pasta Dinner 

    Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

        Pickup from 12:00-1:30 p.m. 

       Msgr. Bendik Pastoral Center 

Donation: $15.00 per dinner 

Menu includes Pasta with Homemade Meatballs, 

Salad, Bread, and Dessert. 

Please call Jane Roche at 570-905-0325 by Monday, January 17 to place your order. 

 

	 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com	 St John Evangelist Church, Pittston, PA	 03-1275

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL
570-491-8141

250 Kennedy Blvd, Suite 2 | Pittston, PA 18640

greaterpittstonurology.com

Contact Renee Puchalski to place an  
ad today! rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6453

509 Wyoming Avenue, West Pittston, PA (570) 654-3741
Howelllussi.com

Regardless of the day or hour, Howell-Lussi Funeral Home is always 
prepared to respond to your needs quickly and competently.

Robert T. Lussi-Supervisor/Funeral Director
Dion E. Fernandes-President/Associate

Serving the Great Pittston Area Since 1891
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

H
L
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•ADONIZIO•
Funeral Home, LLC

570-654-8683
Peter J. Adonizio Sr., FD Supervisor

Peter J. Adonizio Jr., FD
Joseph P. Adonizio, FD

DUPONT
Monument Shop

273 Main Street • Dupont
570-654-0561
FAX 570-883-0380

EMAIL dupontmonument@aol.com

Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • Fully Insured

BETTERMAN
YOUR HANDYMAN SPECIALIST

Specializing in Home Improvements
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL
570-655-1114

GREG SERFASS, OWNER
112 NORTH STREET, W. PITTSTON

BLANDINA APARTMENTS
72 WEST EIGHTH STREET • WYOMING

570-693-2850
JIM BLANDINA 

BLANDINAAPTS@COMCAST.NET

MITCHELL’S
LUMBER AND 
FUEL OIL
570-654-4684
17 GRAVITY STREET • PITTSTON
Your Complete Home Center

Since 1926

KIZIS - LOKUTA
FUNERAL HOME
Casimir Kizis, Casimir Kizis, III

Funeral Directors
134 Church Street, Pittston

654-4271

Laura Mudlock, Supervisor

570-654-2250
18 Kennedy Street, Pittston

www.ruaneandmudlock.com

PAUL F. LEONARD
FUNERAL HOME

575 N. Main Street • Pittston
654-0564

32 N. MAIN STREET, PITTSTON
655-1489 • 655-1480 • 881-0052

Full Line of Mobility Products
24 Hr. Emergency Service - Free Delivery

ALL INSURANCES ACCEPTED • RUSSELL STOVER • JON STOPAY CANDLES

Fino’s
PHARMACY

Over 60 years of 
Quality Service to the 

Wyoming ValleyFino’s
PHARMACY

Jack Casper Co-Owner 570-878-6225
Steven Hannon Co-Owner 570-814-4183

REAR 913 WYOMING AVENUE, WYOMING
www.susquehannamodularhomes.com

Lower back 
pain and 
sciatica 

specialists

33 North Main St., Pittston • 570-208-2787 
OPEN 7-7PM • 1:1 CARE PROVIDED

ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR INSURANCES 
No Prescription of referral required! 

PHYSICAL THERAPY & 
REHABILITATION

BALOGA Funeral Home, Inc.
570-655-7333

Over 25 Years Experience
1201 Main Street, Pittston (Port Griffith)

BalogaFuneralHome.com | Susan L. Baloga, Supervisor

Short Term Rehab • Respite Care
 Therapies 7 Days a Week
750 Schooley Ave., Exeter, PA

Office: (570) 655-3791 • Fax: (570) 655-4881
Fax Admissions: (570) 655-0688 

www.highlandmanornh.com
A Continuum Healthcare Company

Toll Free: 888-843-7155
Cell: 570-362-0844 • Office: 570-655-8633

Fax: 570-655-8634 • rvy@yanora.com

Ralph Yanora

Backflow Prevention & 
Water Distribution Services

Alterations 
by Rachele

570-406-7483

Professional Clothing Alterations & 
Repairs for Women, Men & Children

Physical, Occupational, & Speech Therapy
Dr. Charles Stevens DPT, CLT, COMT

Call 570-282-9382 for your FREE report on the Top 10 
Tips to Self-Manage Peripheral Neuropathy

New Clinic at 27 Main Street, Dallas, PA 18612
www.mobiletherapyservicesnepa.com

Offering In Home & In Clinic Therapy
No Prescription Required for Care

The  
Neuropathy 
Specialists

MONUMENT COMPANY

H
L

509 Wyoming Avenue, 
West Pittston, PA 18643

570-654-3741
On site Monument Design Services 
Engraving & Power washing. 

Howelllussi.com

Our location has Monuments
 on site to view.

Bednarski Funeral Home
Traditional and Cremation Services

Pre-Arranged Funerals
168 Wyoming Avenue, Wyoming, PA • (570) 693-3851

FUNERAL DIRECTORS Joseph Bednarski and Jacqueline Bednarski


